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àáé÷ò éáøã àúéá àôìà

øîààáé÷r éaø. ÈÇÇÄÂÄÈ

éèáLì äìek äøBz äðzð ïäaL úBiúBà á"ë eìàÅÄÆÈÆÄÀÈÈÈÀÄÀÅ
íBéàå àøBð øúk ìr úáälL èra ïé÷e÷ç ïäå ,ìàøNéÄÀÈÅÀÅÂÄÀÅÆÇÆÆÇÆÆÈÀÈ

ä"awä ìL. ÆÇÈÈ

eãøé ãéî íìBòä úà àøáì ä"awä L÷aL ärLáeÀÈÈÆÄÅÇÈÈÄÀÊÆÈÈÄÇÈÀ
úà àøáú éa åéðôì øîBà äæ ,ä"awä éðôì eãîrå íìekÈÀÈÀÄÀÅÇÈÈÆÅÀÈÈÄÄÀÈÆ

íìBòä. ÈÈ

úä"awä éðôì å"éz ñðëð älçúa. ÄÀÄÈÄÀÈÈÄÅÇÈÈ

úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaø åéðôì øîàåÀÈÇÀÈÈÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆ
äLî éãé ìr ìàøNéì äøBz ïúð äzà éaL íìBòäÈÈÆÄÇÈÊÅÈÄÀÈÅÇÀÅÆ

'Bâå äLî eðì äåö äøBz øîàpL(äëøá úùøô). ÆÆÁÇÈÄÈÈÆÀ

Ea úBNrì ãéúr éðàL éðtî åàì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÇÄÀÅÆÂÄÈÄÈÂÀ
éãk íé÷ðàðäå íéçðàðä íéLðàa úBçöî ìr íLBøÆÇÄÀÇÂÈÄÇÆÁÈÄÀÇÆÁÈÄÀÅ

àìàáì ãéúrì íìBòä ïî íãa. ÀÇÀÈÄÈÈÆÈÄÈÊ

íéìLeøé CBúa øérä CBúá øBár éìà éé øîàiå øîàpLÆÆÁÇÇÊÆÀÈÅÇÂÀÈÄÀÀÈÈÄ
ìr íé÷ðàðäå íéçðàðä íéLðàä úBçöî ìr å"éz úéåúäåÀÄÀÄÈÈÇÄÀÈÂÈÄÇÆÁÈÄÀÇÆÁÈÄÇ

dëBúa úBNrpä úBárBzä ìk(è ìà÷æçé)úéåúäå eäî ÈÇÅÇÇÂÀÈÇÀÄÀÄÈ
íéìLeøé ìr ïéã øæb ä"awä øæbL ärLaL ãîìî ,å"ézÈÀÇÅÆÀÈÈÆÈÇÇÈÈÀÇÄÇÀÈÈÄ
Cì Càìîì Bì øîàå úånä Càìîì Bì àø÷ äáéøçäìÀÇÂÄÈÈÈÀÇÀÇÇÈÆÀÈÇÇÇÀÈÅ

The Letters of Rabbi Akiva

Rabbi Akiva said:

These are the 22 letters with which the entire Torah was
given to the tribes of Israel. These letters are carved with a pen
of flame upon the awesome and majestic crown of the Holy
One, blessed be He.

At the time that the Holy One, blessed be He, sought to
create the world, all of them immediately descended and
stood before Him. Each one told Him: “Create the world with
me.”

1. The Alphabet in Reverse

ú First, the letter tav came before the Holy One, blessed be
He.

It told Him, “Master of the universe, create the world with
Me, because it is with me that You will give the Torah, [which
begins with the letter tav,] to Israel through Moses. As the
verse states, ‘Moses commanded us the Torah. . .” (Deuteron-
omy 34:4).

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No, because in
the future I will use you to inscribe an impression upon the
foreheads of the groaning and sighing men so that they will
not attain the messianic future.”

As the verse states, “Hashem said to him: Pass through the
midst of the city, through Jerusalem, and mark a tav upon the
foreheads of the men who groan and sigh over all of the
abominations that are performed in its midst” (Ezekiel 9:4).
What does “mark a tav” mean? That teaches that when the
Holy One, blessed be He, decreed the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, He called the Angel of Death and told him, “First go to
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øçáe íéìLeøé ìr älçúaìëå ,íérLøe íé÷écö dëBúa ÄÀÄÈÇÀÈÈÄÀÇÀÈÇÄÄÀÈÄÀÈ
å"éz Bçöî ìr Béc ìL å"éz áBúk dëBúaL ÷écöå ÷écöÇÄÀÇÄÆÀÈÀÈÆÀÇÄÀÈ
dëBúaL òLøå òLø ìëå ,ïúBà úBéçäì éãk äiçzÀÄÈÀÅÀÇÂÈÀÈÈÈÀÈÈÆÀÈ

úeîz å"éz Bçöî ìr íã ìL å"éz áBúk. ÀÈÆÈÇÄÀÈÈ

äøBzäL Eãnìì ïlk úBiúBàä ïî å"éz äpzLp äîeÆÄÀÇÈÈÄÈÄËÈÀÇÆÀÆÇÈ
úBiðrøô éðéî ìkî íãàä úìvî. ÇÆÆÈÈÈÄÈÄÅËÀÈÄ

äøîàå ä"awä éðôì ïécä úãî äãîr ärL äúBàaÀÈÈÈÈÀÈÄÇÇÄÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÀÈ
ìr áBúk dëBúaL íé÷écöä óà íìBò ìL BðBaø åéðôìÀÈÈÄÆÈÇÇÇÄÄÆÀÈÀÇ

àì éãk úeîz å"éz íã ìL å"éz ïçöîá ïãaììë ÄÀÈÈÆÈÈÈÀÅÀÇÀÈÄÀÈ
íérLøä. ÈÀÈÄ

àlL éðtî åéðôì äøîà ,äîì äì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈÈÈÈÀÈÀÈÈÄÀÅÆÊ
úBçëBz éøáãa Eéðá úà eçéëBäìà ïäì eøîà àìå ÄÆÈÆÀÄÀÅÅÀÊÈÀÈÆÇ

íðéàL íéøáã íéørëî íéøáã eNrz ìàå eàèçzÆÁÈÀÇÇÂÀÈÄÀÊÈÄÀÈÄÆÅÈ
úBNrì íéeàø íðéàL íéøáã íéðeâä. ÂÄÀÈÄÆÅÈÀÄÇÂ

b äì øîàå ä"awä áéLäeéä íàL éðôì reãéå éeì ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈÈÀÈÇÀÈÇÆÄÈ
ïäì ïérîBL eéä àì ïúBà ïéçéëBî. ÄÄÈÊÈÀÄÈÆ

ìr óà íìBò ìL BðBaø åéðôì äøîàå ïécä úãî äáéLäÅÄÈÄÇÇÄÀÈÀÈÀÈÈÄÆÈÇÇ
íçéëBäì íäì äéä íäî ïéìa÷î eéä àlL ét. ÄÆÊÈÀÇÀÄÅÆÈÈÈÆÀÄÈ

BúBàá eéäL íé÷écöä ìk úà áMçå ä"awä ÷úL ãéîÄÇÈÇÇÈÈÀÄÅÆÈÇÇÄÄÀÈÀ
ìr eçìzLð ärL äúBàa ,íérLøk íéìLeøéa øBcäÇÄÈÈÄÄÀÈÄÀÈÈÈÄÀÇÀÇ
íéLðàa ïúBà eìaçå äìaç éëàìî äLL íéìLeøéÀÈÈÄÄÈÇÀÂÅÇÈÈÀÄÀÈÇÂÈÄ

Jerusalem and identify its righteous and its wicked individu-
als. Write a tav in ink upon the forehead of every righteous
person there, [as the first letter of the word,] tichyeh—youwill
live. And write a tav in blood upon the forehead of every
wicked person there, [as the first letter of the word,]
tamut — you will die.”

What makes the letter tav so special from among all the
letters [that it marked the forehead of the righteous in order to
save them? The answer is that it is the first letter in the word
Torah.] This teaches that the Torah saves a person from all
sorts of tribulations.

At that time, the trait of judgment stood before the Holy
One, blessed be He, and told Him: “Master of the universe,
inscribe a tav of blood even upon the foreheads of the right-
eous in Jerusalem in order to kill them and destroy them
together with the wicked.”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “Why?”

It told Him: “Because they did not reprove and rebuke
Your children. They did not tell them, ‘Do not sin and do not
do vile things, unseemly things, things unworthy of being
done.’”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “It is revealed
and known to Me that even if the righteous people would
have rebuked them, the wicked people would not have lis-
tened.”

The trait of judgment replied: “Master of the universe,
although the wicked people would not have listened, the
righteous people should have rebuked them anyway.”

Immediately, the Holy One, blessed be He, fell silent and
viewed all of the righteous people of that generation in Jeru-
salem as though they were wicked. At that moment, six angels
of destruction were sent against Jerusalem, and they eradi-
cated the people within it. As the verse states, “Behold, six
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ørL Cøcî íéàa íéLðà äLL äpäå øîàpL dëBúaMÆÀÈÆÆÁÇÀÄÅÄÈÂÈÄÈÄÄÆÆÇÇ
ãçà Léà Bãéá Bötî éìk Léàå äðBôö äðôî ïBéìräÈÆÀÈÀÆÈÈÀÄÀÄÇÈÀÈÄÆÈ
eàáiå åéðúîa øôBqä úñ÷å íécaä Leáì íëBúaÀÈÈÇÇÄÀÆÆÇÅÀÈÀÈÇÈÊ

úLçpä çaæî ìöà eãîréå(è ìà÷æçé). ÀÇÇÀÅÆÄÀÇÇÀÆ

ìkL ãîìî úBçeøä ìkî øúBé ïBôö äpzLð äîeÇÄÀÇÈÈÅÄÈÈÀÇÅÆÈ
ïî àlà úBàa ïðéà íìBòì úBàaä úBòøä úBçeøäÈÈÈÇÈÈÈÅÈÈÆÈÄ
ìr ärøä çútz ïBôvî éìà éé øîàiå øîàpL ïBôväÇÈÆÆÁÇÇÊÆÀÈÅÇÄÈÄÈÇÈÈÈÇ

õøàä éáLBé ìk(à äéîøé). ÈÀÅÈÈÆ

äîçå óà ,íéìLeøé ìr eçìzLpL íéLðà 'å ïä eìàåÀÅÅÂÈÄÆÄÀÇÀÇÀÈÈÄÇÀÅÈ
úBiôét áøç 'àå 'à ìëå ,äìëîe ãéîLîe úéçLîe óö÷åÀÆÆÇÀÄÇÇÀÄÀÇÆÀÈÆÆÄÄ

Bãéá Bötî éìk Léàå øîàpL Bãéa(íù ìà÷æçé). ÀÈÆÆÁÇÀÄÀÄÇÈÀÈ

àöé ãéî ä"awä étî äfä øáãä å"éz òîML ïåéëåÀÅÇÆÈÇÈÇÈÈÇÆÄÄÇÈÈÄÈÈÈ
Lôð éçôa åéðôlî. ÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ù.ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ï"éL ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÄÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈ

úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaø åéðôì øîàÈÇÀÈÈÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆ
éîL äæ øîàpL ùøBôîä EîL àø÷ð éaL EîìBòÈÀÆÄÄÀÈÄÀÇÀÈÆÆÁÇÆÀÄ

íìBòì(â úåîù).écL àø÷ðä íMä úlçz éðàL ãBòå ÀÈÀÆÂÄÀÄÇÇÅÇÄÀÈÇÇ

åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLä. ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

íäéðL ø÷Lå àåML éðtî Bì øîà ,äîì åéðôì øîàÈÇÀÈÈÈÈÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÈÀÆÆÀÅÆ
âø Bì ïéà ø÷Lå ,Ea íéàø÷ðâø Cì ïéà zà óà íéì,íéì ÄÀÈÄÀÀÆÆÅÇÀÇÄÇÇÀÅÈÇÀÇÄ

âø Bì ïéàL úBàà Céà íéì.íìBòä úà Ba àøá ÆÅÇÀÇÄÅÆÀÈÆÈÈ

men coming from the way of the upper gate, which is turned
to the north, each man with his weapon in his hand, and one
man amidst them clothed in linen with a scribe’s tablet upon
his loins, and they came and stood next to the copper altar”
(Ezekiel 9:2).

Why specifically the north, as opposed to all of the other
directions? That is because all of the evil winds that come to
the world come only from the north. As the verse states,
“Hashem said to me: From the north, misfortune will break
forth upon all of the residents of the land” (Jeremiah 1:14).

Those six “men” who were sent to Jerusalem were Anger,
Wrath, Fury, Destroyer, Breaker and Annihilator. And each
one held a double-edged sword in his hand. As the verse
states, “Each man with his weapon in his hand” (Ezekiel 9:2).

When the tav heard this from the mouth of the Holy One,
blessed be He, it immediately left Him in dismay.

ù Next, the letter shin came and stood before the Holy
One, blessed be He.

It told Him: “Master of the universe, create Your world
with me, because Your name, [shem, which starts with the
letter shin,] is alluded to by me. That name is the Tetragram-
maton, as indicated by the verse, ‘This is My name forever’
(Exodus 3:15). Moreover, I am the first letter in the Divine
name Shaddai (Almighty).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because you are the first letter in the words
shav (false) and sheker (deceit). And just as the letters of the
word sheker have no feet— [no firm foundation, because in the
letters used in a Torah scroll, the letters of the word sheker do
not have a flat, wide base] — so you too have no feet, [no true
foundation]. How will I create the world with a letter that has
no feet?”
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.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ø.L"éø ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÅ

úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaø åéðôì øîàåÀÈÇÀÈÈÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆ
úîà Eøác Làø øîàð éaL íìBòä(èé÷ íéìäú)ãBòå , ÈÈÆÄÆÁÈÊÀÈÀÁÆÀ

äàeôø íâ íeçø àø÷ðä EîL úlçúa éðàL. ÆÂÄÄÀÄÇÄÀÇÄÀÈÇÇÀÈ

åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLä. ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

ìàøNé ãéúr CaL éðtî Bì øîà ,äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈÈÇÄÀÅÆÈÈÄÄÀÈÅ
øîàpL äøæ äãBárì ãarzLäìäáeLðå Làø äðzð ÀÄÀÇÀÆÈÂÈÈÈÆÆÁÇÄÀÈÊÀÈÈ

äîéøöî(çìù úùøô)Làø äøæ äãBár àø÷pL ïéðîe ÄÀÇÀÈÄÇÄÆÄÀÈÂÈÈÈÊ
áè áäã éã dLàø àîìö àeä øîàpL(á ìàéðã)ãBòå , ÆÆÁÇÇÀÈÊÈÄÀÇÈÀ

òLø úlçúe òø 'ø. ÇÀÄÇÈÈ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÈÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

÷.ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ó"e÷ ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈ

EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaø øîàåÀÈÇÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀ
úLlLî äLeã÷ àáì ãéúrì Eéðôì ïéàøB÷ éaLÆÄÀÄÈÆÆÈÄÈÊÀÈÀËÆÆ
éé ùBã÷ ùBã÷ ùBã÷ øîàå äæ ìà äæ àø÷å øîàpLÆÆÁÇÀÈÈÆÆÆÀÈÇÈÈÈÀÈ

'Bâå úBàáö(å äéòùé). ÀÈÀ

åàì øîàå ä"awä áéLä. ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

äîì Bì øîà. ÈÇÈÈ

øBc éðáa íìBòa àáì úBìì÷ ïéãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÄÀÈÈÊÈÈÄÀÅ

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ø Next came the letter reish.

It told Him: “Master of the universe, create the world with
me, because [I am the first letter in the word rosh (head)]. I am
used in the verse, ‘The head of Your words is truth’ (Psalms
119:160). In addition, I am the first letter in Your title, Rachum
(Compassionate), and I am also the first letter of the word
refuah (healing).”

The Holy One, blessed be he, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He told it: “Because in the future Israel will be subjugated
to idolatry through you. As the verse states, ‘Let us appoint a
head and return to Egypt’ (Numbers 14:4), and from the verse,
‘The [idolatrous] image had a head of fine gold’ (Daniel 2:32),
we know that idolatry is called a “head.” In addition, the letter
reish is the first letter of the words ra (wicked) and rasha
(wicked person).

It immediately left Him in dismay.

÷ Next, the letter kuf came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said, “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because in the messianic future people will proclaim
before You the triple sanctification — [the word kadosh, holy,
begins with the letter kuf]. As the verse states, ‘One called to
the other and said: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts. . .’
(Isaiah 6:3).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He told it: “Because through you curses will come into the
world in the generation of the Flood. [Kuf is the first letter in
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íú÷ìç ìl÷z íéî éðt ìr àeä ì÷ øîàpL ìeanäÇÇÆÆÁÇÇÇÀÅÇÄÀËÇÆÀÈÈ
'Bâå õøàá(ãë áåéà).Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéî ÈÈÆÀÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ö.ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ÷"écö ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÇÄÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈ

EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaø øîàåÀÈÇÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀ
Eú÷ãö øîàpL Eú÷ãö íBé ìëa ãéúrì øîàð éaLÆÄÆÁÈÆÈÄÀÈÄÀÈÀÆÆÁÇÄÀÈÀ

'Bâå ìà éøøäk(èé÷ íéìäú)'Bâå øLéå éé äzà ÷écö(íù) ÀÇÀÅÅÀÇÄÇÈÀÈÀÈÈÀ
'Bâå áäà úB÷ãö éé ÷écö ék(íù). ÄÇÄÀÈÀÈÈÅÀ

åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLä. ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

äîì Bì øîà. ÈÇÈÈ

ìàøNéì úBaø úBøö àáì ïéãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÄÈÊÈÇÄÀÈÅ
'Bâå úBaø úBøö éðúéàøä øLà øîàpL(àò íù)øîàå ÆÆÁÇÂÆÄÀÄÇÄÈÇÀÀÈÇ

(ì äéîøé)â ék éBäúrå eäîk ïéàî 'Bâå àeää íBéä ìBã ÄÈÇÇÀÅÅÈÊÀÅ
éé íL úà áørnî eàøiå øîBàå ,'Bâå á÷réì àéä äøöÈÈÄÀÇÂÊÀÀÅÇÄÀÄÇÂÈÆÅÀÈ

øö øäpk àáé ék åãBák úà LîL çøænîe(èð äéòùé). ÄÄÀÈÆÆÆÀÄÈÊÇÈÈÈ

éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéî äfä øáãä ÷écö òîML ïåéëåÀÅÈÆÆÇÇÄÇÈÈÇÆÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅ
.LôðÆÆ

ô.ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ä"ô ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÆÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈ

EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaø øîàåÀÈÇÄÆÈÀÆÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀ
áì éçîNî íéøLé éé éãewt Eéðôì ïéøB÷ éaL(èé íéìäú) ÆÄÄÀÈÆÄÅÀÈÀÈÄÀÇÀÅÅ

the word k’lalot—curses.] As the verse states, ‘He is light upon
the face of the waters; their portion in the earth is cursed. . .’
(Job 24:18).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ö Next, the letter tzadi came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said, “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because in the future people will use me to speak of Your
righteousness. [The first letter in the word tzedakah, righteous-
ness, is tzadi.] As the verses state, ‘Your righteousness is like
the mighty mountains. . .’ (Psalms 36:7), ‘You are righteous,
Hashem, and Your judgments are upright’ (ibid. 119:137),
‘Hashem is righteous, He loves [those who perform]
righteousness. . .’ (ibid. 11:7).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He told it: “Because in the future many troubles will come
upon Israel through you. [The letter tzadi is the first letter in
the word tzarot — troubles.] As the verses state, ‘You showed
me great and evil troubles. . .’ (ibid. 71:20), ‘Woe! for great is
that day, with none like it, and it is a time of trouble for
Jacob. . .’ (Jeremiah 30:7), and ‘From the west they will fear the
name of Hashem, and from the rising of the sun His honor, for
trouble will come like a river’ (Isaiah 59:19).”

And when the tzadi heard this, it immediately left Him in
dismay.

ô Next, the letter peh came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said, “Master of the universe, create your world with me,
because it is through me that people call out to You. [The letter
peh is the first letter in the word peh—mouth. Also, the Torah’s
commandments are calledpekudim—ordinances—aword that
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EîL úlçz éðàL ãBòå ,íãà ìL Baì ïéçnNî ïäLÆÅÀÇÀÄÄÆÈÈÀÆÂÄÀÄÇÄÀ
äãBt àø÷ðä. ÇÄÀÈÆ

åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLä. ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

äîì Bì øîà. ÈÇÈÈ

éúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàäãBárì ïîör røôì ìàøNé ïéã ÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÄÄÀÈÅÄÀÊÇÇÀÈÇÂÈ
äòøô ék àeä reøô ék írä úà äLî àøéå øîàpL äøæÈÈÆÆÁÇÇÇÀÆÆÈÈÄÈÇÄÀÈÊ

íäéî÷á äöîLì ïøäà(àùú úùøô)àlà äöîL ïéàå ÇÂÊÀÄÀÈÀÈÅÆÀÅÄÀÈÆÈ
äøæ äãBár. ÂÈÈÈ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ò.ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ï"ér ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÇÄÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈ

EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaø øîàåÀÈÇÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀ
õøàä ìëa íéèèBLî äîä éé éðér áeúk éaL(ã äéøëæ) ÆÄÈÅÅÀÈÅÈÀÀÄÀÈÈÈÆ

úBpè÷ íBéì æá éî ék øîàpL íìBòä ìëa Eéðér äzàåÀÇÈÅÆÀÈÈÈÆÆÁÇÄÄÈÀÀÇ
õøàä ìëa íéèèBLî äîä éé éðér 'Bâå(íù). ÀÅÅÀÈÅÈÀÀÄÀÈÈÈÆ

åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLä. ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

íéôàðî ïéãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîà ,äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÄÀÇÂÄ
á dá äøéár øBárì óLpä úà øBîLìïérå øîàpL øúq ÄÀÆÇÆÆÇÂÂÅÈÈÇÅÆÆÆÁÇÀÅ

'Bâå óLð äøîL óàBð(ãë áåéà)Ea úBNrì ãéúr éðàå ÅÈÀÈÆÆÀÇÂÄÈÄÇÂÀ
'Bâå äðéìëz íérLø éðérå øîàpL ïéã(àé íù). ÄÆÆÁÇÀÅÅÀÈÄÄÀÆÈÀ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

begins with peh— as in the verse,] ‘The ordinances of Hashem
are upright, rejoicing the heart’ (Psalms 19:9). They gladden
the heart of man. And in addition, I am the first letter of [one
of Your names, Redeemer] — Podeh.”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future Israel will expose
themselves [parua, which starts with a peh] before idols with
you. As the verse states, ‘Moses saw that the people were
exposed, because Aaron had exposed them to experience dis-
grace before their adversaries’ (Exodus 32:25). And ‘disgrace’
is a reference to idolatry.”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ò Next, the letter ayin came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because [the letter ayin is the first letter in the word
ayin — eye.] And the verse states, ‘The eyes of Hashem will
rove throughout all the land’ (Zechariah 4:10). That will take
place [in the messianic era,] when ‘whoever despised the day
of small things’ [will rejoice, and see how] ‘the eyes of Hashem
will rove throughout all the land’ (ibid.).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future adulterers will use you
to await the evening to transgress with their lovers in secret.
As the verse states, ‘The eye of the adulterer awaits the
evening. . .’ (Job 24:15). But in the future I will carry out
judgment against you. As the verse states, ‘The eyes of the
wicked will fail. . .’ (ibid. 11:20).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.
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ñìL BðBaø øîàå ä"awä éðôì C"îñ ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÈÆÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄÆ
úàø÷ð éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBòÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÄÀÅÈ

'Bâå íéìôBpä ìëì éé CîBñ øîàpL íéìôBð CîBñíéìäú) ÅÀÄÆÆÁÇÅÀÈÀÈÇÀÄÀ
(ä"î÷.

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

íéirì éøér úà íeNì éáéBà ïéãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÄÀÇÈÆÄÄÀÄÄ
íéirì íéìLeøé úà eîN øîàpL(è"ò íù). ÆÆÁÇÈÆÀÈÈÄÀÄÄ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ðBðBaø øîàå ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ï"eð ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄ
äzà éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìLÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÇÈ
øð øîàpL øð úàø÷ðå ,ãéúrì úBiøaì äîLð ïúðÊÅÀÈÈÇÀÄÆÈÄÀÄÀÅÈÅÆÆÁÇÅ

íãà úîLð íéäìà(æë éìùî). ÁÊÄÄÀÇÈÈ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

ìL ïäéúBøð úBaëì ãéúr éðà EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÈÄÀÇÅÅÆÆ
Crcé íérLø øð øîàpL àáì ãéúrì íérLø(àë áåéà) ÀÈÄÆÈÄÈÊÆÆÁÇÅÀÈÄÄÀÈ

øîàpL ípäéâì úBîLð úBøarúî EaL àlà ãBò àìåÀÊÆÈÆÀÄÀÇÀÄÀÀÅÄÊÆÆÁÇ
'Bâå äzôz ìîúàî Ceør ék(ì äéòùé). ÄÈÅÆÀÊÈÀÆÀ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ñ Next, the letter samech came before the Holy One, blessed
be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because [the first letter in the word somech, support, is a
samech]. And You are ‘the one who supports the fallen’ (sid-
dur). As the verse states, ‘Hashem supports all those who
fall. . .’ (Psalms 145:14).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded and said to it:
“No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future My enemies will use
you to turn My city into heaps, [iyim, which begins with the
letter ayin]. As the verse states, ‘They havemade Jerusalem into
heaps’ (ibid. 79:1).” [editor’s note: but this is ayin, not samech]

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ð Next, the letter nun came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Yourworld with me,
because in the future You will use me to give a soul [neshamah,
the first letter of which is a nun] to people. And the soul is
called a lamp [ner, the first letter of which is a nun]. As the
verse states, ‘Man’s soul is Hashem’s lamp’ (Proverbs 20:27).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the [messianic] future I will use
you to extinguish the lamps of the wicked. As the verse states,
‘May the lamp of the wicked be extinguished’ (Job 21:16). And
not only that, but with you souls are incinerated in Gehennom.
As the verse states, ‘Because Tophteh [Gehennom] is set up
from yesterday . . . the breath (nishmat) of Hashem is like a
river of brimstone burning in it’ (Isaiah 30:33).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.
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îøîàå ä"awä éðôì ãîrå í"î ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÅÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇ
EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaøÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀ
ìka EzìLîîe Eúeëìî øîBì íìBòä éàa ïéãéúr éaLÆÄÂÄÄÈÅÈÈÇÇÀÀÆÀÇÀÆÇÊ

'Bâå íéîìBò ìk úeëìî Eúeëìî øîàpL(äî÷ íéìäú) ÆÆÁÇÇÀÀÇÀÈÈÄÀ
î àø÷ð éaL EîL úlçúe.Cì ÀÄÇÄÀÆÄÄÀÈÆÆ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

ék øîàpL äîeäî íBé àáì ãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÈÄÈÊÀÈÆÆÁÇÄ
'Bâå ééì äëeáîe äñeáîe äîeäî íBé(áë äéòùé). ÀÈÀÈÀÈÇÈÀ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ìBðBaø Bì øîàå ä"awä éðôì ã"îì ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÈÆÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄ
äzà éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìLÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÇÈ
úøNr ïãîììe úéøaä úBçeì úà ìàøNéì úúì ãéúrÈÄÈÅÀÄÀÈÅÆÇÀÄÀÇÀÈÂÆÆ

'Bâå íéäìà äNrî úBçläå øîàpL íéøácäúùøô) ÇÀÈÄÆÆÁÇÀÇËÇÂÆÁÊÄÀ
(àùú.

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

(íä) ïéãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîà ,äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÄÅ
øîàpL íäî íéøácä çøôìå øää úçz øazLäìÀÄÀÇÅÇÇÈÈÀÄÀÊÇÇÀÈÄÅÆÆÆÁÇ

'Bâå úBçeì éðLa Ntúàå(á÷ò úùøô). ÈÆÀÊÄÀÅÀ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

î Next, the letter mem came and stood before the Holy
One, blessed be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because in the future people will use me to declare Your
sovereignty [malchut, the first letter of which is mem]. And
Your governance [memshalah, the first letter of which is mem]
rules over all. As the verse states, ‘Your kingdom is a kingdom
of [all] worlds. . .’ (Psalms 145:13). And mem is the first letter
in God’s title as King (melech).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because you will cause the messianic future
to be a day of breaking [mehumah, the first letter of which is
mem]. As the verse states, ‘It is a day of breaking and tram-
pling and confusion to Hashem. . .’ (Isaiah 22:5).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ì Next, the letter lamed came before the Holy One, blessed
be He.

It told Him: “Master of the universe, create Your world
with me, because in the future You will use me to give Israel
the tablets [luchot, the first letter of which is lamed] of the
covenant and teach them the Ten Commandments. As the
verse states ‘The tablets were the work of God. . .’ (Exodus
32:16).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded and said: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future, through you they will
be broken at the foot of the mountain and the Ten Command-
ments will fly up from them. As the verse states, ‘I grasped the
two tablets. . .’ (Deuteronomy 9:17).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.
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ëâ Lrø ärL äúBàáe ó"k ñðëð Ck øçàäéä ìBã ÇÇÇÄÀÈÈÀÈÈÈÇÇÈÈÈ
ìL àøBð øúk ìrî ó"k ãøiLk ä"awä éðôìÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÆÈÇÈÅÇÆÆÈÆ

ä"awä. ÇÈÈ

âå àqkä Lrøúðå ãBákä àñk éðôì ãîrå ñðëðbìél ÄÀÈÀÈÇÄÀÅÄÅÇÈÀÄÀÇÅÇÄÅÀÇÀÇÅ
äãrø eæçà äákøî. ÆÀÈÈÈÂÀÈÈ

âå ãBákä àñk ä"awä íäl øîàbìéðôî äákøîä él ÈÇÈÆÇÈÈÄÅÇÈÀÇÀÇÅÇÆÀÈÈÄÀÅ
ïéùérøî ízà äî. ÇÇÆÇÀÄÄ

ãîrå ñðëðå eðéLàø ìrî ãøiL ó"k éðtî åøîàå eáéLäÅÄÀÈÀÄÀÅÈÆÈÇÅÇÊÅÀÄÀÈÀÈÇ
øîàpL Bá àlà àø÷ð àì eðø÷éå eðãBák ìkL ,íéðôìÄÀÄÆÈÀÅÄÈÅÊÄÀÈÆÈÆÆÁÇ

'Bâå íBøî ãBák àñk(æé äéîøé)Eúeëìî ãBák øîBàå ÄÅÈÅÀÀÅÀÇÀÀ
eøîàé(äî÷ íéìäú)íìBòì éé ãBáë éäé øîBàå(ãë íù) ÊÅÀÅÀÄÀÀÈÀÈ

çøæ Céìr éé ãBáëe øîBàå(ñ äéòùé). ÀÅÀÀÈÈÇÄÈÇ

.L÷áî äzà äî Bì øîàå ó"ëì ä"awä àø÷ ãéîÄÇÈÈÇÈÈÀÈÀÈÇÈÇÈÀÇÅ

éa àøázL éðà L÷áî íìBò ìL BðBaø åéðôì øîàÈÇÀÈÈÄÆÈÀÇÅÂÄÆÄÀÈÄ
.éa EãBáëe ,Eøúëå Eàñk àø÷ð éaL EîìBòÈÀÆÄÄÀÈÄÀÂÀÄÀÀÀÀÄ

æàî Eàñk ïBëð øîàpL ïépî Eàñk(âö íéìäú)Cøúk ÄÀÆÄÇÄÆÆÁÇÈÄÀÂÅÈÄÀÈ
'Bâå eëìîé íéëìî éa øîàpL ïépî(àë éìùî)ïépî EãBák ÄÇÄÆÆÁÇÄÀÈÄÄÀÊÀÀÀÄÇÄ

åãBák õøàä ìk àìî øîàpL(å äéòùé). ÆÆÁÇÀÊÈÈÈÆÀ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

ë Next came the letter kaf. At that time, when the kaf de-
scended from the awesome crown [keter, the first letter of
which is kaf] of the Holy One, blessed be He, there was a

great commotion before Him.

It entered and stood before the throne of glory [throne is
kisei, the first letter of which is kaf]. The throne was in an
uproar, and the wheels of the chariot were seized by trem-
bling.

The Holy One, blessed be He, addressed them: “Throne of
glory and wheels of the chariot, why are you in such an
uproar?”

They responded and said: “Because of the kaf that de-
scended from our head and entered and stood within, because
all of our honor [kavod, the first letter of which is kaf] and our
value only comes about through it. As the verses state, ‘The
throne of honor exalted from the beginning. . .’ (Jeremiah
17:12), ‘They will tell the honor of Your sovereignty’ (Psalms
145:11), ‘May the honor of Hashem be forever’ (ibid. 104:31),
and ‘The honor of Hashem shone upon you’ (Isaiah 60:1).”

Immediately the Holy One, blessed be he, called to kaf and
said to it: “What do you request?”

It told Him: “Master of the universe, I request that You
create Your world with me, because I am used in reference to
Your throne and Your crown, and because Your honor is in
me.

“Your throne is alluded to in the verse, ‘Your throne is
established of old’ (Psalms 93:2). Your crown is alluded to in
the verse, ‘Kings reign with me’ (Proverbs 8:15). And Your
honor is alluded to in the verse, ‘All of the world is filled with
His honor’ (Isaiah 6:3).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”
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k úBkäì ãéúr éðà EaL éðtî Bì øîàétk ìà ét ÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÈÄÀÇÇÄÆÇÄ
àìå ,éúîç éúçðäå étk ìà étk äkà éðà íâå øîàpLÆÆÁÇÀÇÂÄÇÆÇÄÆÇÄÇÂÄÊÄÂÈÄÀÊ
øîàpL ìàøNé ìL íäéðér úBòîãa eìëé Ca àlà ãBòÆÈÈÄÀÄÀÈÅÅÆÆÄÀÈÅÆÆÁÇ

éðér úBòîãa eìk(á äëéà)à éðàå.éîìBò Ca àøá ÈÄÀÈÅÇÇÂÄÆÀÈÈÈÄ

àöé ãéî äøeábä étî äfä øáãä ó"k òîML ïåéëåÀÅÇÆÆÇÈÇÈÈÇÆÄÄÇÀÈÄÇÈÈ
.Lôð éçôa åéðôlîÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

éBðBaø øîàå ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ã"eé ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄ
éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìLÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄ

íéîìBò øeö éé äé úàø÷ð(åë äéòùé)EeãBé éaL ãBò àìå ÄÀÅÈÈÀÈÈÄÀÊÆÄ
éé EeãBé øîàpL íìBò éàa ìk íBé ìëa EéNrî ìk ìrÇÈÇÂÆÀÈÈÈÅÈÆÆÁÇÀÈ

'Bâå EéNrî ìk(äî÷ íéìäú)úlçz éaL àlà ãBò àìå ÈÇÂÆÀÀÊÆÈÆÄÀÄÇ
.ãéçé àø÷ð EîLÄÀÄÀÈÈÄ

.åàì Bì øîàÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

àeäL òøä øöé àøáì ãéúr éðà EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÈÄÄÀÊÆÆÈÇÆ
áì øöé ék øîàpL íìBò éàáa úBéøaä úà ärèîÇÀÆÆÇÀÄÀÈÅÈÆÆÁÇÄÆÆÅ

åéøeòpî òø íãàä(úéùàøá úùøô). ÈÈÈÇÄÀÈ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

èøîàå ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ú"éè ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÅÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇ
éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìL BðBaøÄÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄ

He said to it: “Because in the future I will use you to strike
together my hands [kaf, the first letter of which is kaf]. As the
verse states, ‘I too will clap My hands, one upon the other,
until My fury is spent’ (Ezekiel 21:22). Not only that, but you
will cause the eyes of Israel to weep until their tears are spent
[kalu, which begins with the letter kaf]. As the verse states, ‘My
eyes are spent with tears’ (Lamentations 2:11). And will I create
My world with you?”

When kaf heard this from the mouth of the Mighty One, it
immediately left Him in dismay.

é And next, the letter yod came and stood before the Holy
One, blessed be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because I am used to begin Your names: ‘Yah
Havayah— [bothNames beginwith yod]— is the Rock of eter-
nity’ (Isaiah 26:4). And not only that, with me all of Your
creatures in the world thank [yodu, which begins with yod]
You every day. As the verse states, ‘All of Your creatures
thank You, Hashem. . .’ (Psalms 145:10). And not only that, but
I begin Your title, Yachid (Unique One).”

He told it: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He told it: “Because in the future I will use you to create
the [evil] inclination [yetzer, which begins with the letter yod],
which misleads people. As the verse states, ‘The inclination of
the heart of the man is evil from his youth’ (Genesis 8:21).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

è Next, the letter tet came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Your world with
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Cáeè Eéðôì øîàì Eéàøé éôa Lãwä çeø ïúBð äzàÇÈÅÇÇÊÆÀÄÀÅÆÅÊÈÆÈ
'Bâå ìkì éé áBè øîàpL(ä"î÷ íéìäú)éaL ãBò àìå ÆÆÁÇÀÈÇÊÀÀÊÆÄ

øîàpL àáì ãéúrì íäì ìéçðäì íé÷écöì Eáeè úðôöÈÀÇÀÀÇÄÄÀÇÀÄÈÆÆÈÄÈÊÆÆÁÇ
'Bâå úðôö øLà Eáeè áø äî(àì íù). ÇÇÀÂÆÈÀÇÀ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

øîàpL ,àîè éîrì àø÷ì ãéúr éðà EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÈÄÄÀÊÀÇÄÈÅÆÆÁÇ
'Bâå íéúôN àîè ír CBúáe éëðà íéúôN àîè Léà ékÄÄÀÅÀÈÈÄÈÊÄÀÇÀÅÀÈÈÄÀ

(å äéòùé)àø÷ì òøöî íãà ãéúr EaL àlà ãBò àìåÀÊÆÈÆÀÈÄÈÈÀÊÈÄÀÈ
àø÷é àîè àîèå øîàpL àîè(òéøæú úùøô)eøeñ øîàå ÈÅÆÆÁÇÀÈÅÈÅÄÀÈÀÈÇ

Bîì eàø÷ àîè(ã äëéà). ÈÅÈÀÈ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

çìL BðBaø øîàå ä"awä éðôì ú"éç ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÅÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄÆ
eøîài éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBòÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÊÀ
äàìî éé ãñç ètLîe ä÷ãö áäBà øîàpL éé EcñçÇÀÀÀÈÆÆÁÇÅÀÈÈÄÀÈÆÆÀÈÈÀÈ

'åâå õøàä(âì íù)éé ïeðçå íeçø úàø÷ð éáe(äî÷ íù). ÈÆÆÀÄÄÀÅÈÇÀÇÀÈ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

ìæøa ìL èra áBúëì ãéúr éðà EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÂÄÂÄÄÀÀÅÆÇÀÆ

me, because You use me to place the spirit of holiness in the
mouths of those who fear You, so that they proclaim Your
goodness [tov, beginning with the letter tet]. As the verse
states, ‘Hashem is good to all. . .’ (Psalms 145:9). And not only
that, but with me You have hidden away Your goodness for
the righteous, to bequeath it to them in the messianic future.
As the verse states, ‘How vast is Your goodness that You have
laid away. . .’ (ibid. 31:20).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future I will use you to call
My nation unclean [tamei, beginning with the letter tet]. As the
verse states, ‘I am a man of unclean lips and amidst a people
of unclean lips. . .’ (Isaiah 6:5). And not only that, but in the
future a leprous man will use you to call out, ‘Unclean!’ As the
verse states, ‘They called out to them: Depart, unclean ones!’
(Lamentations 4:15).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ç Next, the letter chet came before the Holy One, blessed be
He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Yourworld with me,
because people will use me to speak of Your kindness [chesed,
beginning with the letter chet], Hashem. As the verse states,
‘He loves righteousness and justice; the kindness of Hashem
fills the earth. . .’ (ibid. 33). And with me You are called
[gracious, chanun, which begins with the letter chet, as in the
verse,] ‘Compassionate and gracious is Hashem’ (ibid. 145).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded it: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future I use you to write the
sin [chatat, which begins with the letter chet] of My nation with
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ìæøa èra äáeúk äãeäé úàhç øîàpL éîr úàhçÇÇÇÄÆÆÁÇÇÇÀÈÀÈÀÅÇÀÆ
ïøtöa'Bâå äLeøç øéîL(åè äéîøé). ÀÄÊÆÈÄÂÈÀ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

æBðBaø øîàå ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ï"ééæ ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÇÄÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄ
àø÷ð éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìLÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÄÀÈ

'Bâå íìBòì éîL äæ øîàpL øãå øBãì Eøëæ(úåîù úùøô) ÄÀÆÀÆÆÁÇÆÀÄÀÈÀ
.åéúBàìôðì øëæ úBNrì ãéúr éaL àlà ãBò àìåÀÊÆÈÆÄÈÄÇÂÅÆÀÄÀÀÈ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

ék øîàpL íìBòì úeðæ àáì ãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÈÄÈÊÀÀÈÆÆÁÇÄ
éé éøçàî õøàä äðæú äðæ(à òùåä)EaL àlà ãBò àìå ÈÊÄÀÆÈÈÆÅÇÂÅÀÈÀÊÆÈÆÀ

àBî úBðáì úBðæì ìàøNé ïéãéúróìà ã"ë íäî ìBtéå á ÂÄÄÄÀÈÅÄÀÄÀÈÀÄÅÆÆÆ
'Bâå úBðæì írä ìçiå øîàpL(÷ìá úùøô)eéäiå øîBàå ÆÆÁÇÇÈÆÈÈÄÀÀÀÅÇÄÀ

óìà íéøNrå äraøà äôbna íéúîä(íù)à Càéäåàøá ÇÅÄÇÇÅÈÇÀÀÈÀÆÀÄÈÆÀÅÇÆÀÈ
.íìBòä úà CaÈÆÈÈ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

åìL BðBaø øîàå ä"awä éðôì å"éå ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÈÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄÆ
íéøîBà éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBòÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÀÄ

ìàøNé úBläz áùBé ùBã÷ äzàå çáLa Eéðôìíéìäú) ÀÈÆÀÆÇÀÇÈÈÅÀÄÄÀÈÅ
(áë.

a pen of iron. As the verse states, ‘The sin of Judah is written
with an iron pen, with a diamond point, engraved. . .’ (Jeremiah
17:1).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

æ Next, the letter zayin came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because with me Your remembrance [zecher, beginning
with the letter zayin] is proclaimed to every generation. As the
verse states, ‘This is My remembrance forever. . .’ (Exodus
3:15). And not only that, but You will use me in the future to
make a remembrance of Your wonders.”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He told it: “Because in the future you will cause people in
the world to turn astray [zenut, beginning with the letter
zayin]. As the verse states, ‘The land goes astray from follow-
ing Hashem” (Hosea 1:2). And not only that, but in the future
you will be instrumental in having the Israelites turn astray
after the daughters of Moab, in consequence of which 24,000
Israelites will fall. As the verses state, ‘The nation began to
turn astray. . .’ (Numbers 25:1), and ‘Those that died in the
plague were 24,000’ (ibid. 9). And how will I create the world
with you?”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

å Next, the letter vav came before the Holy One, blessed be
He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create Your world with
me, because with me people praise You, [as in the verse,] ‘And
[ve-, a prefix consisting of the letter vav] You are holy, You
dwell in the midst of the praise of Israel’ (Psalms 22:4).”
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.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

ìr ìàøNé úà Ea úBkäì ãéúr éðàL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÂÄÂÄÀÇÀÆÄÀÈÅÇ
äaø äkî íra éé Céå øîàpL äaø äkî äåàzä úBãàÊÇÇÂÈÇÈÇÈÆÆÁÇÀÇÀÈÈÈÇÈÇÈ

ãàî(êúìòäá úùøô). ÀÊ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

äBðBaø øîàå ä"awä éðôì ãîrå à"ä ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÅÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÄ
éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìLÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄ
ãBä øîàpL døãäå äéãBä Eéðôì øîBì ìàøNé ïéãéúrÂÄÄÄÀÈÅÇÀÈÆÈÈÇÂÈÈÆÆÁÇ

'Bâå åéðôì øãäå(æè íéîéä éøáã)Eéðôì úBø÷ì ïéãéúr ïäå ÀÈÈÀÈÈÀÀÅÂÄÄÄÀÀÈÆ
â úBãBäìe'Bâå BîLá eàø÷ ééì eãBä øîàpL Eúøeá ÀÀÈÀÆÆÁÇÄÈÄÀÄÀÀ
(ä"÷ íéìäú).

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

âä ïécä íBé íìBòì àáì ãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàìBã ÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÈÄÈÊÈÈÇÄÇÈ
ørBa àa íBéä äðä ék øîàpL øeðzk ørBa àeäLÆÅÇÇÆÆÁÇÄÄÅÇÈÅ

'Bâå íéãæ ìk eéäå øepúk(éëàìî óåñ). ÀÇÀÈÈÅÄÀ

çôa åéðôlî àöé ãéî.Lôð é ÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

ãøîàå ä"awä éðôì ãîrå ú"ìã ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÈÅÀÈÇÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇ
éàa ïéãéúr éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöøÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÂÄÄÈÅ

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future I will use you to strike
Israel with a mighty blow because of [their] lust. As the verse
states, ‘And [the prefix vav] Hashem struck the nation with a
very mighty blow” (Numbers 11:13).

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ä Next, the letter hey came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said: “Master of the universe, create your world with me,
because in the future Israel will use me to express thanksgiv-
ing [hodiah, beginning with the letter hey] and majesty
[hadarah, beginning with the letter hey] before You. As the
verse states, ‘Thanksgiving [hod] and majesty [hadar] are be-
fore Him. . .’ (I Chronicles 16:27). And in the future they will
proclaim and express thanksgiving for Your might. As the
verse states, ‘Give thanks to Hashem, call out in His name. . .’
(Psalms 105:1).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future you will cause the
great day of judgment, burning like a furnace, to come to the
world. As the verse states, ‘Behold the day [hayom, which
begins with the prefix the, ha, consisting of the letter hey] is
coming, burning like a furnace, and all of the insolent sinners
will be. . .’ (Malachi 3:19).

It immediately left Him in dismay.

ã Next, the letter dalet came and stood before the Holy One,
blessed be He.

It said: “Create Your world with me, because in the future
people will use me to tell Your greatness to their generations



àáé÷ò éáøã àúéá àôìàAlphabet of Rabbi Akiva ãé14

b øtñì íìBòçaLé øBãì øBã øîàpL íúøãì Eúlã ÈÀÇÅÀËÈÀÀÊÊÈÆÆÁÇÀÀÇÇ
EéNrî(ä"î÷ íéìäú)ávð Eøác éaL àlà ãBò àìå ÇÂÆÀÊÆÈÆÄÀÈÀÄÈ

íéîLa ávð Eøác éé íìBòì øîàpL íéîLa(èé÷ íù). ÇÈÇÄÆÆÁÇÀÈÀÈÀÈÀÄÈÇÈÇÄ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

ïéá ïéãì ïéã ïéa ìàøNé ïéðBcð EaL éðtî Bì øîàÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÄÄÄÀÈÅÅÄÀÄÅ
ètLnì øáã Eîî àìté ék øîàpL ètLîì ètLîÄÀÈÀÄÀÈÆÆÁÇÄÄÈÅÄÀÈÈÇÄÀÈ

.'BâåÀ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé ãéîÄÇÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

âBðBaø åéðôì øîàå ä"awä éðôì ì"îéb ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÄÆÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÀÈÈÄ
øeîà éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìLÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄÈ

bâe Eúlãb øîàpL Eúøeáãàî ììeäîe éé ìBãíéìäú) ÀËÈÀÀÈÆÆÆÁÇÈÀÈÀÈÀÊ
(äî÷â ìlîé éî øîBàåéé úBøeá(å÷ íù). ÀÅÄÀÇÅÀÀÈ

.åàì Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈ

.äîì Bì øîàÈÇÈÈ

b ílLì éðà ãéúr EaL éðtî Bì øîàíéiàì ìeî ÈÇÄÀÅÆÀÈÄÂÄÀÇÅÀÈÄÄ
â ìrk øîàpL íéáéBàìeòîML ïåéëå ílLé ìrk úBìeî ÀÀÄÆÆÁÇÀÇÀÀÇÀÇÅÀÅÇÆÆÇ

.Lôð éçôa åéðôlî àöé øáãä ì"îébÄÆÇÈÈÈÈÄÀÈÈÀÇÅÆÆ

áBðBaø åéðôì øîàå ä"awä éðôì ú"éa ñðëð Ck øçàÇÇÇÄÀÈÅÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÈÇÀÈÈÄ
éaL EîìBò úà éa àøázL EðBöø íìBò ìLÆÈÀÀÆÄÀÈÄÆÈÀÆÄ

[dorot, beginning with the letter dalet]. As the verse states,
‘Generation to generation will praise Your deeds’ (Psalms
145:4). And not only that, but with me Your word [devarchah,
starting with the letter dalet] stands firm in heaven. As the
verse states, ‘Forever, Hashem, Your word stands firm in
heaven’ (ibid. 119:89).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He told it: “Because with you Israel will undergo judgment
[din, beginning with the letter dalet]. As the verse states, ‘If a
matter eludes you in judgment. . .’ (Deuteronomy 17:8).”

It immediately left Him in dismay.

â Next, the letter gimel came before the Holy One, blessed be
He.

It said to Him: “Master of the universe, create Your world
with me, because with me Your greatness [gedulah, beginning
with the letter gimel] and Your might [gevurah, beginning with
the letter gimel] are proclaimed. As the verses state, ‘Great is
Hashem and much praised’ (Psalms 145:3) and ‘Who will tell
the mighty deeds of Hashem?’ (ibid. 106:2).”

The Holy One, blessed be He, responded: “No.”

It asked Him: “Why?”

He said to it: “Because in the future I will use you to repay
recompense [gemul] to ‘the islands and the enemies’ (cf. Isaiah
59:18). As the verse states, ‘In keeping with their deeds, He
shall accordingly repay’ (Isaiah 59:18).”

And when gimel heard this, it left Him in dismay.

á Next, the letter beit came before the Holy One, blessed be
He.

It said to Him: “Master of the universe, create Your world
with me, because with me those who come into the world
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éé Cåøa øîàpL íBé ìëa íìBò éàa Eéðôì ïéçaLîÀÇÀÄÀÈÆÈÅÈÀÈÆÆÁÇÈÀÈ
'Bâå ïîàå ïîà íìBòì(èô íéìäú)'Bâå åéëàìî éé eëøa ÀÈÈÅÀÈÅÀÈÀÀÈÇÀÈÈÀ

'Bâå åéNrîe åéàáö ìk éé eëøa øîBàå(â÷ íù)ìk ïéãéúrå ÀÅÈÀÀÈÈÀÈÈÇÂÈÀÇÂÄÄÈ
ìàøNé éäìà éé Cåøa Eéðôì øîBì íìBòä úBøBã(áò íù) ÈÈÇÀÈÆÈÀÈÁÊÅÄÀÈÅ
'Bâå åãBák àìnéå íìBòì åãBák íL Ceøáe øîBàå(íù). ÀÅÈÅÀÀÈÀÄÈÅÀÀ

.ïä Bì øîàå epnî ä"awä ìa÷ ãéîÄÇÄÅÇÈÈÄÆÀÈÇÅ

ú"éáa BîìBò úà Bá àøáe éé íLa àaä Cåøa Bì øîàåÀÈÇÈÇÈÀÅÀÈÈÈÆÈÀÅ
.íéäìà àøa úéLàøa øîàpLÆÆÁÇÀÅÄÈÈÁÊÄ

àLwá ä"awäL äàøå øáãä òîML ïåék ó"ìàÈÆÅÈÆÈÇÇÈÈÀÈÈÆÇÈÈÄÅ
÷úLå øçà ãvì Bì ãîr ú"éáa íìBòä úà àøáìÄÀÊÆÈÈÀÅÈÇÀÇÇÅÀÈÇ
äî éðtî ó"ìà ó"ìà Bì øîàå ä"awä Bì àøwL ãrÇÆÈÈÇÈÈÀÈÇÈÆÈÆÄÀÅÇ

íeìë éì øîBà äzà éàå ÷úBL äzà. ÇÈÅÀÄÇÈÅÄÀ

ïìek úBiúàä ìkL éðtî íìBò ìL BðBaø åéðôì øîàÈÇÀÈÈÄÆÈÄÀÅÆÈÈÊÄÈ
èreî ïéðîa éðàå ïéáMçúî äaeøî ïéðîa. ÀÄÀÈÀÈÄÀÇÀÄÇÂÄÀÄÀÈÈ

à"ä òaøàa ú"ìc äùìLa ì"îéb íéðLa ú"éaÅÄÀÇÄÄÆÄÀÊÈÈÆÀÇÀÇÅ
ãçàá éðàå äLîça. ÇÂÄÈÇÂÄÀÆÈ

"ìà Bì øîàå ä"awä áéLäLàø äzàL áörúz ìà ó ÅÄÇÈÈÀÈÇÈÆÇÄÀÂÅÆÇÈÊ
äzàå úçà äøBúå ãçà äzàå ãçà éðà ,Cìîk ïlëìÀËÈÀÆÆÂÄÆÈÀÇÈÆÈÀÈÇÇÀÇÈ
ãçà àø÷pL éîr ìàøNéì Ea äøBz ïzéì éðà ãéúrLÆÂÄÂÄÄÅÈÀÄÀÈÅÇÄÆÄÀÈÆÈ
ó"ìàå úBøacä ìëì Làø éëðà ,Eéäìà éé éëðà øîàpLÆÆÁÇÈÊÄÀÈÁÊÆÈÊÄÊÀÈÇÄÀÀÈÆ

úBiúBàä ìëì Làø. ÊÀÈÈÄ

praise You every day. As the verses state, ‘Blessed [baruch,
beginning with the letter beit] is Hashem forever, amen and
amen. . .’ (Psalms 89:53), ‘Bless Hashem His angels. . .’ and
‘Bless Hashem, all of His hosts, His ministers. . .’ (ibid. 103:21).
And in the future, all generations of the world will say before
You, ‘Blessed is Hashem God, the God of Israel’ (ibid. 72:18).
And the verse states, ‘Blessed is His glorious name forever,
and His glory will fill. . .’ (ibid. 19).”

Immediately the Holy One, blessed be He, accepted its
request and told it, “Yes.”

He told it, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
Hashem” (Psalms 108:26). And He created His world with beit.
As the verse states, “In the beginning [Bereishit, which begins
with beit] God created.”

à When alef heard about this and saw that the Holy One,
blessed be He, had decided to create the world with beit,
it stood off to the side and remained silent until the Holy

One, blessed be He, called to it and told it: “Alef, alef, why do
you remain silent and do not say anything to Me?”

It said to Him: “Master of the universe, it is because all of
the letters have a large numerical value, but I have a small
numerical value.

“Beit is two, gimel is three, dalet is four, and hey is five,
whereas I am one.”

The Holy One, blessed be He, replied: “Alef, do not be
upset, because you are the head of them all, like a king. I am
one [echad, which begins with the letter alef], you are one and
the Torah is one. And in the future I will use you to give the
Torah to Israel My nation, which is called one. As the verse
states, ‘I [Anochi, which begins with the letter alef] am Hashem
your God’ (Exodus 20:1). Anochi is the first word of all of the
Ten Commandments, and alef is the first of all of the letters.”
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ãçà éé eðéäìà éé øîàpL ãçà àø÷ð ä"awäL ïéðîeÄÇÄÆÇÈÈÄÀÈÆÈÆÆÁÇÀÈÁÊÅÀÈÆÈ
(ïðçúàå úùøô)äøBz øîàpL úçà àø÷ð äøBzäL ïéðîeÄÇÄÆÇÈÄÀÈÇÇÆÆÁÇÈ

'Bâå íëì äéäé úçàá)(èë åè øáãîàø÷ð ìàøNiL ïéðîe ÇÇÄÀÆÈÆÀÄÇÄÆÄÀÈÅÄÀÈ
õøàá ãçà éBâ ìàøNé Eîrk éî øîàpL ãçàìàåîù) ÆÈÆÆÁÇÄÀÇÀÄÀÈÅÆÈÈÈÆ

(æ áãçà ócøé äëéà øîàpL ãçà àø÷ð óìàL ïéðîeÄÇÄÆÈÆÄÀÈÆÈÆÆÁÇÅÈÄÀÊÆÈ
áø eñeðé íéðLe óìàäá(åðéæàä úùøô). ÆÆÀÈÄÈÀÈÈ

àézL Bì Léå Bcvî óe÷æ ó"ìà ìL Bãé äî éðtîeÄÀÅÇÈÆÈÆÈÄÄÀÆÀÅ

âøLé úîàå úîà Ba áeúkL éðtî íãà éðák íéì ÇÀÇÄÄÀÅÈÈÄÀÅÆÈÁÆÆÁÆÆ

âø Bìâø Bì ïéà ø÷Lå íéììL úBiúBà ìk Cëéôì ,íéì ÇÀÇÄÀÆÆÅÇÀÇÄÀÄÈÈÄÆ

âø íäì Lé úîàâø íäì ïéà ø÷L ìLå íéììkL ,íéì ÁÆÆÈÆÇÀÇÄÀÆÆÆÅÈÆÇÀÇÄÆÈ

ïãeç ìr úBãîBò ø÷L ìL úBiúBà. ÄÆÆÆÀÇÈ

ãérî àeäL éðtî Bcvî óe÷æ óìà ìL Bãé äî éðtîeÄÀÅÇÈÆÈÆÈÄÄÄÀÅÆÅÄ
øîàpL íìBòì úîà àeäL ä"awä éðôì Ba óéðîe BaÅÄÄÀÅÇÈÈÆÁÆÀÈÆÆÁÇ

íìBòì éé úîàå(æé÷ íéìäú). ÆÁÆÀÈÀÈ

áì"îéb ìL åéðôe ì"îéb étìk åéðô äî éðtî ú"éaÅÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÇÅÄÆÈÈÆÄÆ

åéúìãL úéáì äîBã ú"éaL éðtî ,ú"éa étìkÀÇÅÅÄÀÅÆÅÆÀÇÄÆÀÈÈ

.ìkì ïéçeútÀÄÇÊ

And from where do we see that the Holy One, blessed be
He, is called one? The verse states, “Hashem, our God,
Hashem is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4). And from where do we
know that the Torah is called one? As the verse states, “You
will have one Torah” (Numbers 15:29). And how do we know
that Israel is called one? The verse states, “Who is like Your
nation Israel, one people in the land?” (II Samuel 7:23). And
from where do we know that alef is called echad? As the verse
states, “How can one [person] pursue 1,000 and two put
10,000 to flight?” (Deuteronomy 32:30). [The Hebrew word for
thousand, elef, is spelled like alef, and the verse states, echad
elef, implying that echad is equal to elef.]

2. The Alphabet in Standard Order

à Alef. Why is the long “arm” of the alef on a diagonal?

And why does the alef have two “feet” — the extensions at
the upper right and lower left — like those of a human being?
It has two feet because it is the first letter in the word
emet — truth — and truth has “feet” (a solid foundation upon
which to stand), whereas falsehood does not. Therefore, all of
the letters of the word emet have horizontal feet upon which
to stand firmly (úîà),whereas those of sheker—falsehood—do
not. Instead, all of the letters of sheker stand precariously upon
points (ø÷ù).

And why is the arm of the alef on a diagonal? That is
because it testifies about itself, as though it is waving back and
forth to draw attention to itself, before the Holy One, blessed
be He, and He is true forever. As the verse states, “The truth
of Hashem is forever” (Psalms 117:2).

á Beit. Why is the opening on the left of the beit turned
toward the next letter, gimel, as the right side of gimel
tends back toward the beit? That is because beit is like a

house — bayit — whose doors are opened to all.
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ââì äîBã ì"îébéðrä úà äàøL íéãñç ìîBbL øá ÄÆÆÀÆÆÆÅÂÈÄÆÊÆÆÆÈÄ

Bà ïBæî BëBzî Bì àéöBäì ñðëðå Búéa çút ìrÇÆÇÅÀÄÀÈÀÄÄÈ

âø äî éðtîe ,éðrì ïzéì úBèeøtétìk ì"îéb ìL Bì ÀÄÅÆÈÄÄÀÅÇÇÀÆÄÆÀÇÅ

â ìkL éðtî ú"ìc.íélãì àlà dðéà íéãñç úeìéî ÈÆÄÀÅÆÈÀÄÂÈÄÅÈÆÈÀÇÄ

ãéðtî ,é"ä étìk åéðôe ìwîì äîBã äî éðtî ú"ìcÈÆÄÀÅÇÆÀÇÅÈÈÀÇÅÅÄÀÅ

íìBòä ìL BúáBèì àlà ìkzñî Bðéà ìã íãàLÆÈÈÈÅÄÀÇÅÆÈÀÈÆÈÈ

õøàäå íéîLä úBãìBz älà øîàpL é"äa àøápL äfäÇÆÆÄÀÈÀÅÆÆÁÇÅÆÀÇÈÇÄÀÈÈÆ

íàøaäa(úéùàøá úùøô)àlà íàøaäa àøB÷ éäz ìà ÀÄÈÀÈÇÀÄÅÀÄÈÀÈÆÈ

äîBã àeäL éðtî é"äa àøáð äî éðtîe íàøa é"äaÀÅÀÈÈÄÀÅÇÄÀÈÀÅÄÀÅÆÆ

àìéî ìkL äøãñëàì äîBã äfä íìBòäå äøãñë ÀÇÀÇÀÈÀÈÈÇÆÆÀÇÀÇÀÈÆÈÄ

.åéðôì çeút çút BîìBòî úàöì äöBøLÆÆÈÅÅÈÆÇÈÇÀÈÈ

äâ ãçà íéçút éðL é"äì Lé äî éðtîe é"äìBã ÅÄÀÅÇÆÀÅÀÅÀÈÄÆÈÈ

àöBé úàöìå réLøäì àa íàL éðtî ïè÷ ãçàåÀÆÈÈÈÄÀÅÆÄÈÀÇÀÄÇÀÈÅÅ

â çúôañðëð ñðkäìe äáeLz úBNrì àa íàå ,ìBã ÀÆÇÈÀÄÈÇÂÀÈÀÄÈÅÄÀÈ

.äáeLz úBNrì åéìr äL÷ ,ïè÷ çúôaÀÆÇÈÈÈÆÈÈÇÂÀÈ

åàeäå ï"ééæ éôìk åéðôe ãîBòå óe÷æ äî éðtî å"àåÈÄÀÅÇÈÀÅÈÈÀÇÅÇÄÀ

àeäL úBiúBàa ä"awä æîøL éðtî ,ähîì äîBãÆÀÇÆÄÀÅÆÈÇÇÈÈÀÄÆ

ìL äðéãa Là ìL ähîa íérLøä úà úBkäì ãéúrÈÄÀÇÆÈÀÈÄÀÇÆÆÅÀÄÈÆ

â Gimel.Gimel is like aman who grants— gomel—kindness.
When he sees a poor person at the entrance of his house,
he goes in to bring him food or money. And why is the

“foot” of the gimel (its lower leftward extension) turned to-
ward the dalet? That is because it engages in all of its actions
solely in order to bestow kindness upon the poor — dal.

ã Dalet. Why does dalet look like a staff with its face turned
forward, toward the hey? That is because a person who is
poor — dal — looks only for the benefits of this world,

which was created with the letter hey. The verse states, “These
are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created — b’hibaram” (Genesis 2:4), and the Sages teach:
“Do not read b’hibaram but behei baram — ‘God created all
things with the letter hey.’” And why was the world created
with the letter hey? That is because the letter hey has the shape
of an exedra — a courtyard surrounded on three sides by a
portico. And this world too is similar to an exedra, in that if a
person chooses to be unworthy of it, the way is open before
him to go where he wishes.

ä Andwhydoes the hey have two openings—one large and
one small? That is because if a person intends to be
wicked and leave the realm of goodness, he leaves easily

through the large opening. But if a person wants to repent and
enter goodness, he must enter through the small opening —
meaning that it is difficult to repent.

å Vav. The vav is upright, like a rod, with its face turned
toward the zayin. The zayin indicates the wicked person,
because it is the first letter in the word zenut, which means

going astray. Thus, the Holy One, blessed be He, indicates in
the alphabet that in the future He will strike the wicked with
a fiery rod, exercising the judgment of Gehennom, until their
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ípäéâ CBzî éå éå ìB÷ íérLøä ìB÷ òîLpL ãr ípäéâÅÄÊÇÆÄÀÈÈÀÈÄÇÇÄÅÄÊ
'Bâå òø òLøì éBà øîàpL(â äéòùé). ÆÆÁÇÈÈÈÇÀ

æå"àå éôìk ãçà ïébz éðL Bì Lé äî éðtî ï"ééæÇÄÄÀÅÇÆÀÅÇÄÆÈÀÇÅÈ
Cìéì LwánM íãà ìkL éðtî ú"ç étìk ãçàåÀÆÈÀÇÅÅÄÀÅÆÈÈÈÆÀÇÅÅÅ
étìk ãçà åéðér äéìr àáì BlL äðéàL äMà ìöàÅÆÄÈÆÅÈÆÈÊÈÆÈÅÈÆÈÀÇÅ
'ç éôìk úçàä Cëéôì ,Bøöé øçà úBòèì äøéárå àèçÅÀÀÇÅÈÄÀÇÇÄÀÀÄÈÈÇÇÀÇÅ
øçà çqð) Lîî Ba ïéàL íãå øNa éôìk úçà BðéråÀÅÇÇÀÇÅÈÈÈÈÆÅÇÈËÈÇÅ

(äãNä õr íãàä ék øîàpL õrì ïéîBc ïäLànL ÆÅÄÀÅÆÆÁÇÄÈÈÈÅÇÈÆÆÈ
ìöà éðBìt Cìä éå éå åéìr eøîàéå íãà éðá BúBà eàøéÅÈÀÅÈÈÀÊÀÈÈÇÇÈÇÀÄÅÆ
íéNî íéîL éøúña áùBé àeäL éîL rãBé Bðéàå äðBæÈÀÅÅÇÀÄÆÅÀÄÀÅÈÇÄÅÄ

óLð äøîL óàð ïérå øîàpL Ba íéðt(ãë áåéà)Cëéôì ÈÄÆÆÁÇÀÅÊÅÈÀÈÆÆÀÄÈ
÷ræz øéwî åéìà áBø÷äå ä"äâä) ,å"àå éôìk ãçàäÈÆÈÀÇÅÈÀÇÈÅÈÄÄÄÀÈ

äððré õrî ñéôkå(á ÷å÷áç).(ä"äâää ïàë ãò ÀÈÄÅÅÇÂÆÈ

çåéøácL éî ìkL éðtî øúk Bì ïéà äî éðtî ú"éçÅÄÀÅÇÅÆÆÄÀÅÆÈÄÆÀÈÈ
(íéðt úLáe éàðâ Bì Lé) àèBçå íéørëîBì ïéàå ÀÊÈÄÀÅÆÀÇÆÈÄÀÅ

ätøçå éàðâ àlà áBè íL àìå äfä íìBòa çáLÆÇÈÈÇÆÀÊÅÆÈÀÇÀÆÀÈ
.íéðt úLáe äîéìëeÀÄÈÆÈÄ

èBì Léå óe÷æ BLàøå BëBúì ïeîè Bãé äî éðtî ú"éèÅÄÀÅÇÈÈÀÀÊÈÀÆ
íéáBè íéNrî äNBò àeäL éî ìkL éðtî øúkÆÆÄÀÅÆÈÄÆÆÇÂÄÄ

âe ä÷ãöeàlL Céøö íéiðrì ä÷ãö ïúBðå íéãñç úeìéî ÀÈÈÀÄÂÈÄÀÅÀÈÈÈÇÄÄÈÄÆÊ

voices will be heard crying from Gehennom, “Woe, woe (vai,

the first letter of which is vav)!” As the verse states, “Woe to

the wicked [who does] evil. . .” (Isaiah 3:11).

æ Zayin. Why is one of the zayin’s “crowns” — ornamenta-

tions — turned back toward the vav and another crown

turned forward toward the chet? That is because if a man

seeks to be intimate with a woman who is not his wife, he

turns one eye toward the goal of straying after his evil inclina-

tion in order to transgress and sin, and he turns his other eye

to looking around for possible witnesses who, if they saw him,

would say of him, “Woe, woe (vai, the first letter of which is

vav), so-and-so went with a prostitute (zonah, the first letter of

which is zayin)!” But he does not know that the One Who sits

concealed in heaven turns His face to him. As the verse states,

“The eye of the adulterer awaits the evening,” thinking that no

one will see him then (Job 24:15).

ç Chet. Why doesn’t the chet have a crown? That is because

everyone whose words are ugly and who sins (choteh, the

first letter of which is chet) receives no praise in this

world and no good name, but shame, dishonor, opprobrium

and disgrace.

è Tet. The “hand” of the tet hides within it, even as its head

stands upright andwears a crown (because of the good—

tov, the first letter of which is tet — that it performs). Its

hand is hidden to indicate that whoever performs deeds that

are good and charitable, acts kindly and gives charity to the

poor should do so secretly. When a person gives charity in
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äôBk øúqa ä÷ãö ïúBðä ìkL øúqa àlà äNBò äéäéÄÀÆÆÆÈÇÅÆÆÈÇÅÀÈÈÇÅÆÆ
ïzî øîàpL óà àø÷ðL Búéa éLðàîe epnî úånä CàìîÇÀÇÇÈÆÄÆÅÇÀÅÅÆÄÀÈÇÆÆÁÇÇÇ

äfr äîç ÷éça ãçLå ätëé øúqa(àë éìùî). ÇÅÆÄÀÆÀÊÇÀÅÅÈÇÈ

éìkL éðtî úBiúBàä ìkî ïè÷ àeä äî éðtî ã"eéÄÀÅÇÈÈÄÈÈÄÄÀÅÆÈ
úeqb Ba ïéàå äfä íìBòa Bîör ïéè÷î àeäL éîÄÆÇÀÄÇÀÈÈÇÆÀÅÇ

ä íìBò éiç ìçBðå äëBæ çeøäøîàpL ã"eéa àøápL àa ÈÇÆÀÅÇÅÈÇÈÆÄÀÈÀÆÆÁÇ
íéîìBò øeö éé déá ék(åë äéòùé)äfä íìBòä àøáð é"äa ÄÀÈÀÈÈÄÀÅÄÀÈÈÈÇÆ

àaä íìBò àøáð äî éðtî ,àaä íìBò àøáð ã"eéaÀÄÀÈÈÇÈÄÀÅÇÄÀÈÈÇÈ
éðtîe ,íéèreî àaä íìBòä éða íé÷éãöL éðtî ã"eéaÀÄÀÄÆÇÄÄÀÅÈÈÇÈÈÄÄÀÅ
÷écöå ÷écö ìkL éðtî åéðt éôìk ã"eé ìL Bâz äîÇÇÆÀÇÅÈÈÄÀÅÆÈÇÄÀÇÄ
åéðôì úëìBä Bú÷ãöå .åéNrî éôì øëN Bì ïéðúBðÀÄÈÈÀÄÇÂÈÀÄÀÆÆÀÈÈ

E÷ãö Eéðôì Cìäå øîàpL(çð äéòùé). ÆÆÁÇÀÈÇÀÈÆÄÀÆ

ê ëã"îì éôìk åéðôe ñéëì äîBã äî éðtî ó"kÈÄÀÅÇÆÀÄÈÈÀÇÅÈÆ
àñk ìëå àeä ãçà ïBLì àñëå ñBkL éðtîÄÀÅÆÀÄÅÈÆÈÀÈÄÅ

.ïäéìr áLéì íéëìîì àlà ï÷eúî Bðéà úeëìîÇÀÅÀÈÆÈÄÀÈÄÅÅÂÅÆ

ìâ äî éðtî ã"îìàeäL éðtî úBiúBàä ìkî dBá ÈÆÄÀÅÇÈÄÈÈÄÄÀÅÆ
àñk ìr áùBiL Cìîì äîBãå úBiúBà á"ë òöîàaÀÆÀÇÄÀÆÀÆÆÆÅÇÄÅ
ãBákä àñk äæ åéøçàL ó"k ,åéðôì úeëìîe ãBákäÇÈÇÀÀÈÈÈÆÇÂÈÆÄÅÇÈ
íìeëaL øçáî àeäå ,úeëìî äæ åéðôlî àeäL í"îeÅÆÄÀÈÈÆÇÀÀËÀÈÆÀÈ

.CìîkÀÆÆ

secret, he pushes away Af, the angel of death, from himself
and from his family. As the verse states, “A gift in secret will
appease wrath (af), and bribery in the pocket [will even ap-
pease] strong wrath” (Proverbs 21:14).

é Yod. Why is the yod the smallest of all the letters? That is
because whoever diminishes himself in this world and is
completely humble attains the merit of inheriting the life

of the world-to-come, which was created with a yod. As the
verse states “Yah Havayah is the Rock of eternity” (Isaiah 26:4;
both Names of God used here begin with the letter yod).

This world was created with the letter hey, and the world-
to-come was created with the letter yod. Why was the world-
to-come created with yod? That is because the righteous, the
children of the world-to-come, are small in number. And why
is the crown of the yod turned forward, indicating the future?
That is because every righteous person is given future reward
in keeping with his deeds, and his righteousness goes before
him (leading him to a good future). As the verse states, Your
righteousness will go before you (Isaiah 58:8).

ê ë Kaf. Why does the kaf look like a cup (kos, the first
letter of which is kaf), and why is its face turned
forward toward the lamed? That is because the word

kos is very similar to the Hebrew for throne (kisei, the first
letter of which is kaf). And a royal throne is only made for a
king to sit upon (and the king is represented by the lamed).

ì Lamed. Why is the lamed taller than all of the other letters?
That is because it is in the middle of the 22 letters and
similar to a king who sits upon the throne of glory, with

the kingdom before him. The kaf before it is the throne of glory
and the mem after it is sovereignty (malchut, the first letter of
which is mem). And it is the choicest of them all, like a king.
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í îCìîe çúBt Cìî ,íeúñ í"îe çeút í"îÅÈÇÅÈÆÆÅÇÆÆ
Ceîð BLàø äî éðtî çeút í"î ,íúBñÅÅÈÇÄÀÅÇÊÈ
äàøî àeäL éðtî äìrî étìk óe÷æ Bãéå ò÷ø÷ éôìkÀÇÅÇÀÇÀÈÈÀÇÅÇÀÈÄÀÅÆÇÀÆ
øîàpL BlL úeëìnäL íìBò ìL Bkìî éôìk òaöàaÀÆÀÇÀÇÅÇÀÆÈÆÇÇÀÆÆÆÁÇ

'Bâå äëeìîä ééì ék(áë íéìäú)úBøBäì äèî étìk Bãéå , ÄÇÈÇÀÈÀÀÈÀÇÅÇÈÀ
'Bâå ìkä Eîî ék ãåã øîàL äî(èë íéîéä éøáã)í"î , ÇÆÈÇÈÄÄÄÀÇÊÀÅ
.BîB÷î òãBiL éî ïéàL äîeúñÀÈÆÅÄÆÅÀ

ï ð,í"î étìk åéðôe åéøçàì Bëøé äî éðtî ï"eðÄÀÅÇÀÅÀÇÂÈÈÈÀÇÅÅ
éðôì ïðçúîe ìôBð àeäL éîk äàøpL éðtîÄÀÅÆÄÀÈÀÄÆÅÄÀÇÅÄÀÅ
úìeúa íe÷ óéñBú àì äìôð øîàpL Bîé÷äì CìnäÇÆÆÇÂÄÆÆÁÇÈÀÈÊÄÀÇ

äîé÷î ïéà dúîãà ìr äLhð ìàøNé(ä ñåîò)íBia ÄÀÈÅÄÀÈÇÇÀÈÈÅÀÄÈÇ
'Bâå úìôBpä ãåã úkñ úà íé÷à àeää(è íù),õeáø ï"eð ÇÈÄÆËÇÈÄÇÆÆÀÈ

ïîàð øæBb ïîàð ãîBò ïîàð áùBé ïîàð óe÷æ ï"eðåÀÈÆÁÈÅÆÁÈÅÆÁÈÅÆÁÈ
.íéi÷îÀÇÅ

ñéðtî çeút Bðéàå íeúñ àeä äî éðtî C"îñÈÆÄÀÅÇÈÀÅÈÇÄÀÅ
äðéëL ä"awä ïBöø ïéNBòL ärLa ìàøNé àeäLÆÄÀÈÅÀÈÈÆÄÀÇÈÈÀÄÈ
ïéôlçúî ïðéà íäå íäéúBçeø òaøàì äîBçk ïäì áéáñÀÄÈÆÀÈÀÇÀÇÅÆÀÅÅÈÄÀÇÀÄ

çúî ïðéà ïrøfå øçà òøæaék øîàpL øçà òøæa ïéôl ÀÆÇÇÅÀÇÀÈÅÈÄÀÇÀÄÀÆÇÅÇÆÆÁÇÄ
âñì ìàøNé dé Bì øça á÷réBúl(äì÷ íéìäú)ék øîBàå ÇÂÊÈÇÈÄÀÈÅÄÀËÈÀÅÄ

'Bâå Bîr éé ÷ìç(åðéæàä)éåì úáì éåì ïäk úáì ïäk àlà ÅÆÀÈÇÀÆÈÊÅÀÇÊÅÅÄÀÇÅÄ

í î Mem. There is an open mem (the standard mem) and
a closed mem (at the end of a word), just as the King
is both revealed and concealed.

Regarding the open mem: why is its head low, turned
humbly to the ground, and its hand upright, pointing up-
ward? That is because it is pointing with a finger toward the
King of the world (melech, the first letter of which is mem), to
Whom sovereignty belongs. As the verse states, “Sovereignty
is Hashem’s” (Psalms 22:29). Its gesture indicates that, as
David said, “Everything is from You. . .” (I Chronicles 29:14).

Regarding the closed mem, that indicates that no one
knows the King’s place.

ï ð Nun. Why is the leg of the nun behind it and its face
toward the mem? That is because it appears like a
person who is fallen (nofeil, the first letter of which is

nun) and begging the King (melech, the first letter of which is
mem) to raise him up. As the verses state, “The maiden of
Israel has fallen and will not continue to rise, she is spread out
on her soil, there is no one to lift her” (Amos 5:2), and “On that
day, I will raise the fallen booth of David. . .” (ibid. 9:11)

There are two forms of the letter nun: the low nun at the
end of a word and the upright, standard nun. This indicates
faithfulness (ne’eman, the first letter of which is nun) while
sitting or standing, faithfulness in passing decrees and faith-
fulness in carrying them out.

ñ Samech. Why is the samech closed and not open? That is
because when the people of Israel do the will of the Holy
One, blessed be He, the Shechinah surrounds (sovev, the

first letter of which is samech) them like a wall on their four
sides. Neither they nor their children are exchanged for any
other nation. As the verses state, “God chose Jacob for Him-
self, Israel for His treasure” (Psalms 135:4), and “Hashem’s
portion is His nation” (Deuteronomy 32:9).
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éé íàð dì äéäà éðàå øîàpL ìàøNé úáì ìàøNéÄÀÈÅÀÇÄÀÈÅÆÆÁÇÇÂÄÆÁÆÈÀËÀÈ

dëBúa äéäà ãBáëìe áéáñ Là úîBç(á äéøëæ). ÇÅÈÄÀÈÆÁÆÀÈ

òäæL éðtî óe÷æ Bðéàå õeáøå reøk äî éðtî ï"érÇÄÄÀÅÇÈÇÀÈÀÅÈÄÀÅÆÆ

úeëìîe íééñøè epnî eàöéL òLøä åNr àeäÅÈÈÈÈÆÈÀÄÆÇÀÄÄÇÀ

âø úçz ìBtì ãéúrå íBãàøîàpL ìàøNé ìL íäéì ÁÀÈÄÄÇÇÇÀÅÆÆÄÀÈÅÆÆÁÇ

'Bâå Là á÷ré úéa äéäå(äéãáåò)'åâå äLøé íBãà äéäå ÀÈÈÅÇÂÊÅÀÀÈÈÁÀÈÈÀ

á)(ãë øáãî.

ó ôíäî ãçàå áùBé íäî ãçà äî éðtî ä"ôÆÄÀÅÇÆÈÅÆÅÀÆÈÅÆ

ätä ,øézî ätäå øñBà ätäL éðtî ãîBòÅÄÀÅÆÇÆÅÀÇÆÇÄÇÆ

ïBLìå äîeà úBîeà íéráLa ïéàå ,çúBt ätäå íúBçÅÀÇÆÅÇÀÅÀÄÀÄÈÀÈ

áe äfä íìBòa íéîìBò éðLa ïéçút ïäì LéLíìBò ÆÅÈÆÀÈÄÄÀÅÈÄÈÈÇÆÈÈ

áe äøBzá àaäáe úBöîáe äðLîbàå úBëìäa LøãîúBã ÇÈÇÈÀÄÀÀÄÀÈÀÄÀÈÇÂÈÀÇÈ

ìàøNé àlà íéðeðçúáe äìôúa úBôñBúáe úBòeîLaÄÀÀÈÀÄÀÈÀÇÂÄÆÈÄÀÈÅ

åéøçà áéúk äî 'Bâå åéwç á÷réì åéøáã ãéâî øîàpLÆÆÁÇÇÄÀÈÈÀÇÂÊËÈÀÇÀÄÇÂÈ

'Bâå éBb ìëì ïë äNr àì(æî÷ íéìäú). ÊÈÈÅÀÈÀ

õ öäæL éðtî íéLàø éðL Bì Lé äî éðtî é"cöÇÄÄÀÅÇÆÀÅÈÄÄÀÅÆÆ

ìàøNé ìL ãçà íéLàø éðL ñôzL àeäÆÈÇÀÅÈÄÆÈÆÄÀÈÅ

But there are distinctions to be made among the Jewish
people (in keeping with their honor). A cohen should ideally
marry a cohen’s daughter, a Levi should ideally marry a
Levi’s daughter, and an Israelite should ideally marry an
Israelite’s daughter. Thus, the verse first states, “I will be for
it, says Hashem, a surrounding wall of fire,” and then, “and
for honor I will be in its midst” (Zechariah 2:9).

ò Ayin. Why is the ayin bowing and crouching, and not
upright? That is because it alludes to the wicked Eisav
(the first letter of which is ayin), from whom came the

Tarsians and the kingdom of Edom, and who will in the future
fall under Israel’s feet. As the verses state, “The house of Jacob
will be fire. . .” (Obadiah 1:18), and “Edom will be
possessed. . .” (Numbers 24:18).

ó ô Peh. There are two forms of the letter peh. The peh
employed at the end of a word is situated low,
below the base line, whereas the standard peh is

situated on the baseline. This double nature indicates that the
mouth (peh, the first letter of which is peh) forbids and permits,
the mouth closes and the mouth opens.

And it also indicates that the nation of Israel is unique,
insofar as only it and none of the 70 nations has many en-
trances (pitkhin, the first letter of which is peh) in the two
worlds — this world and the world-to-come— thorugh which
to approach God. These “entrances” are the Pentateuch, the
mitzvot, the Mishnah, Midrash, halachot, aggadot, traditions
of the Amoraim, additional sources, prayer and petitions. As
the verse states, “He tells His words to Jacob, His rules. . .” and
that is followed by “He has not done so for any other
nation. . .” (Psalms 147:20).

õ ö Tzadi. Why does the tzadi have two heads? That is
because it is a reference to a man who took hold of
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ïåéëå ,úBéøaä úà ärèäå Cìäå íBãà ìL ãçàåÀÆÈÆÁÀÈÇÀÄÀÈÆÇÀÄÀÅÈ
ìr eäeáìöe eäeNôúe åéìr eãîr Ck ìàøNé eäeàøLÆÈÄÀÈÅÇÈÀÈÈÀÈÀÈÇ

à ïa àìå Eîà ïa Eéçà Eúéñé ék eLøc äî ,áìöä.Eéá ÇÀÈÇÈÀÄÀÄÀÈÄÆÄÀÀÊÆÈÄ

÷ïø÷ Bì Léå äîB÷a äBáb àeä äî éðtî ó"e÷ÄÀÅÇÈÇÀÈÀÆÆÆ
úeàâa ïéëìänL íérLø éðø÷ ìkL éðtî åéøçàîÅÂÈÈÄÀÅÆÈÇÀÅÀÈÄÆÀÇÀÄÀÅ

âì ä"awä ãéúr äfä íìBòa íé÷écöä ìr íéàbúîeïrã ÄÀÈÄÇÇÇÄÄÈÈÇÆÈÄÇÈÈÀÈÀÈ
éé Eðúðe øîàpL Làø eàø÷pL ìàøNé ìL ïãBák éðtîÄÀÅÀÈÆÄÀÈÅÆÄÀÀÊÆÆÁÇÀÈÀÀÈ

'Bâå Làøì(àáú úùøô)âì ãéúr àeäL ïéðîeøîàpL ïrã ÀÊÀÄÇÄÆÈÄÀÈÀÈÆÆÁÇ
âà íérLø éðø÷ ìëårc(äò íéìäú)bîeìàøNéì ïéìc ÀÈÇÀÅÀÈÄÂÇÅÇÀÇÀÄÀÄÀÈÅ

÷écö úBðø÷ äðîîBøz øîàpL(íù). ÆÆÁÇÀÇÀÈÇÀÇÄ

ùBã÷ ùBã÷ ùBã÷ øîàpL ä"awä äæ ó"e÷ øçà øáãÈÈÇÅÆÇÈÈÆÆÁÇÈÈÈ
(å äéòùé)

øåéðt øéæçî ó"e÷ äî éðtîe .òLø eäæ L"éøåÀÅÆÈÈÄÀÅÇÇÂÄÈÈ
íìöa ìkzñäì ìBëé éðà ïéà ä"awä øîà ,L"éøîÅÅÈÇÇÈÈÅÂÄÈÀÄÀÇÅÀÆÆ

âø äî éðtîe ,òLø íãà úeîãbî ÷eñt ó"e÷ ìL BìBb ÀÈÈÈÈÄÀÅÇÇÀÆÈÄÇ
äzà íà òLøì ä"awä Bì øîà åéøçàî øúk øeL÷åÀÈÆÆÅÇÂÈÈÇÇÈÈÀÈÈÄÇÈ
ãBák øúk Eì øL÷àå éúöéçîì Eñéðëî éðà Ea øæBçÅÀÂÄÇÀÄÀÄÀÄÈÄÀÆÀÊÀÆÆÈ
ä÷ãöe ètLî äNrå BúrLøî òLø áeLáe øîàpLÆÆÁÇÀÈÈÅÄÀÈÀÈÈÄÀÈÀÈÈ

äéçé BLôð úà àeä(çé ìà÷æçé). ÆÇÀÀÇÆ

two heads — of Israel and of Edom — and, having done so,
went and misled the people. When Israel saw him doing so,
they stood up against him and seized him, and he was exe-
cuted. What verse did they interpret to justify that? “If your
brother, the son of your mother, entice you” (Deuteronomy
13:7) — and not “the son of your father.”

÷ Kuf. Why is the kuf long, and why does it have a protru-
sion, or horn (keren, the first letter of which is kuf), behind
it? That is to indicate that in the future the Holy One,

blessed be He, will cut down all of the horns of the wicked
who walk haughtily and run roughshod over the righteous in
this world. He will do so for the sake of the honor of Israel,
who are called the “head,” as in the verse, “Hashemwill make
you the head. . .” (Deuteronomy 28:13). And how do we know
that in the future God will cut the the wicked down? The verse
states, “I will cut off all of the horns of the wicked” (Psalms
75:11). Then Israel will be elevated. As the verse states, “The
horns of the righteous will be raised” (ibid.).

Alternatively: kuf refers to the Holy One, blessed be He
(the initial letter of the Hebrew word for holy, kadosh, is kuf).
As the verse states, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts”
(Isaiah 6:3).

ø Reish. Reish is the first letter of the word, rasha, wicked
person. Why does kuf turn its face away from reish? That
is because the Holy One, blessed be He, says, “I cannot

look at the visage of a wicked person.”

Andwhy is the “foot” of the kuf cut off from its roof andwhy
is a crown is connected to it on the left? That is to indicate that
the Holy One, blessed be He, tells the wicked person, “If you
repent, I will make room to bring you into My realm and I will
connect you to the crown of glory.” As the verse states, “When
the wicked person repents of his wickedness and does justice
and righteousness, he will keep his soul alive” (Ezekiel 18:27).




