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ibi . “Hear now, you rebels [Israel]” (ibid.
gg:;j(.))\;/.ai(g’[Moses said to the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben .. .] “You have rlsec)/ up'ln
our father’s stead, a brood of sinful men (ibid.
32:14) (Yalkut Shimoni, Va’eschanan 821).

[J At first the Divine communication wgs to have
come to him alone, but because he sald,. ”Send/,/
please, by the hand of the one whom You will send

(Exodus 4:13), he was told, “/Is there not Aaron your
brother, the Levite? ...” (ibid. v. 14) (Shemos

Rabbah 7:1).

[J “By the Name Hashem [ did not make Myself
known to them (Exodus 6:3). [The Patriarchs] did
not criticize My dealings with man, nor did they ask
Me what My Name is, as you asked. You, however,
asked what My Name is at the outset of My
mission, and in the end you said, ‘Since I came to
Pharaoh . . . You have not delivered Your people’ "’
(ibid. 5:23) (Shemos Rabbah 6:4).

[ Three [prophets] denied their [own] prophecies
in order to strengthen faith in God: Moses, Elijah,
and Micah. Moses said, “If these men die a com-
mon death . . . Hashem has not sent me”’ (Numbers
16:29) (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 10:1; P’nei Moshe).

0] “You shall speak to the rock”” (Numbers 20:8).
The Shechinah was present on that rock, for [when]
the Holy One, Blessed is He, wishes to perform a
miracle, the Shechinah precedes Him to the site.
[Moses] should not have hit the rock, for [doing so]

was disrespectful [toward the Shechinah ] (Tikkunei
Zohar 21:44a).

[J As soon as Moses struck the rock, blood trickled
from it (Shocher Tov 78:2)

D”BeFause Moses said, ‘Hear now, you rebels’
[referring to Israel] (Numbers 20:10), | decreed that

he.would not enter the Land [of Israel]” (Yalkut
Shimoni, Iyov 908)

Ot Was to Moses’ benefit that indulgence [
special respect and favor] was not shown hi

t(his world [for such indulgence causes a dimi
ing of one’s merits (
20:12)] (Yoma 87a).

ie.,
m in
nish-
Torah Temimah, Numbers

O F.rofr]n the beginning, Moses was destined to be
punished on account of water, as it is written They
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came to Ein Mishpat [lit., Spring of Judgment
which is Kadesh (Genesis 14:7) [i.e., already in
Abraham’s time, the place was named in anticipa-
tion of the fact that Moses would be judged for hig
sin at that spring] (Tanchuma Chukas 11).

[] Then Israel sang . . . (Numbers 21:17). Why was
Moses not mentioned [as having sung the Song of
the Well]? Because he was [to be] punishod’on
account of water (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:26).

[] Hashem said to Moses and Aaron, “’Because you
did not believe in Me . ..” (Numbers 20:12). Had
[Moses] not [done] something worse than this? He
had said, “If flocks and herds be slaughtered for
them [lsrael], will they suffice them?”” (ibid. 11:22).
The Holy One, Blessed is He, told him, ““The first
thing you did was between Me and you. [The sin of
the water, however,] was in public, [so] it is impos-
sible [to be lenient]”” (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:10).

[(JEven Moses and Aaron died prematurely, for
it is written, “Because you did not sanctify Me
(Deuteronomy 32:51); if you had sanctified Me, the
time for your death would not have come yet"” (Sifri
Pinchas 137).

1t is to the discredit of Moses and the sixty
myriads [of Israel] that they did not say, ““Blessed is
Hashem [for having saved us from Egypt]” until
Jethro came and said it [in Exodus 18:10] (Sanhedrin
94a; Maharsha).

O [God said to Moses,] “You did not acknowledge
your homeland. When Jethro’s daughters said, ‘An
Egyptian man saved us’ (Exodus 2:19), you heard
and were silent [i.e., you did not protest being
called an Egyptian]. Therefore, you will not be

buried in your land"’ (Yalkut Shimoni, Va’eschanan
814).

O [Although his motivation was to find a merit for
Israel,] Moses spoke rebelliously in front of God
[when] he said, “It was the gold and silver that You
lavished upon them until they said ‘Enough!’ that

caused them to make the Golden Calf’" (Berachos
32a).

[JMoses was prosecuting Israel [when he said],
“This people has committed a great sin” (Exodus
32:31) (Shemos Rabbah 47:9).
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[]On three occasions he became angry, and as a
result he erred (Sifri Matos 157).

[] Moses was wroth with them (Exodus 16:20) [for
saving the manna, whereupon] he forgot to tel|
them that on Friday each was to gather two omers
[of mannal. When they went out on Friday and
found double [portions], the princes came and told
Moses. He said to them, “That is what Hashem has
already spoken” (ibid. v. 23), for he [had been told
and] had forgotten. Regarding this [God said to
Moses], “How long do you refuse to keep My
commandments?” (ibid. v. 28). He included Moses
[in the rebuke] (Shemos Rabbah 25:10).

[] “The case that is too hard for you, you shall bring
to me”" (Deuteronomy 1:17). Moses was punished
for [saying] this, as it is written, Moses brought their
case before Hashem (Numbers 27:5) [because it
was too hard for him] (Sanhedrin 8a).

[]“"Master of the World,”” said Moses, ““if | commit
asin, record it [in the Torah], so that people will not
say, ‘It seems that Moses forged the Torah or wrote
something that he was not commanded’ " (Sifri
Va’eschanan 26).

DEATH

O M0§es and Aaron fulfilled the entire Torah, yet
they died [as a result of their sins] (Shabbos 55b).

[LlIn a single year, three righteous people died:
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam (Sifri Nitzavim 305).

LAl that Moses requested [to see before his
death] the Holy One, Blessed is He, showed him
(Mechilta Beshalach 5:2).

O “You have enough (79 27)" (Deuteronomy
%526)- “Moses,” said the Holy One, Blessed is He,

there is much [waiting] for you in the World to
Come” (Sifri Va’eschanan 29)

= You have enough (79 27"’ Deuteronomy 3:26).
[Moses had] informed others [i.e., the followers of
-Kor.ah] with [the word] 27, enough [an expression
'HQIcating the abundance of good which the wicked
€njoy in this world, and the good awaiting the
;ghteous in the World to Come (Maharsha)]: “You
12.ve enough (p3% 27), sons of Levi” (Numbers

7), and [therefore] he was informed with [the
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S nterpretation, -
" ” n, 1227
S enough!” God was asking Moses to stop

entreating Him] so that

; people would not
How .hard [and unbending is the Teachr:: hsay,

entreating the disciple!” (Sotah 13b Rashi) e

L9929, Itis a great thing for you (Deuteronom
3:26). You will serve as an example for the jud esy
They will say, ‘Moses, who was a great sage %va;
shown no favoritism: how much more so éhose
who pervert justice!” ” (Sifri Va’eschanan 29).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to Moses, “I
have written that you are wise, yet you stand and
speak lengthily. You are not wise; speak no more to
Me ...” (Deuteronomy 3:26) (Koheles Rabbah
10:14).

(] “Behold (n), your days approach that you must
die”” (Deuteronomy 31:14). Said Moses, “With [the
very expression] 1, behold, that | used to praise
You [ibid. 10:14], You decree my death?” Said the
Holy One, Blessed is He, “A bad neighbor counts
the income but not the expenditures. Do you not
recall that you said, ‘Behold (yn), they will not
believe me’?” (Exodus 4:1) (Yalkut Shimoni,

Vayeilech 941).

[] There are ten references to Moses’ death [in the

Torah]: “Behold, your days approach that you must

die” (Deuteronomy 31:14); “And die on the moun-
times

tain”’ (ibid. 32:50), etc. This teaches that ten
[God] decreed that [Moses] would not enter the
Land of Israel, but the severe decree was no/tlsez_iled
until the Great Court appeared to him. It is a
decree from before Me,” said [ng. Yet] Mlosz?
took it lightly, for he [reasoned], “The peoplé

i |
i | times, yet as soon as
Israel have sinned severa
mercy on their behalf, He accepted [my

| have never sinned since my youth;

y for myself, He will accept [mby

raver]!”” Thereupon [God] immediately sw;rrethz

fﬁisyGreat Name that [Moses] woulg ncét srnee s
e

Land of Israel. U tefnade g

sealed, Moses un

prayed for
prayers].
surely if | pra
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circle, clothed himself in sackcloth, and rolled in
the dust. He said, ““I shall not move from here until
You cancel that decree.” [This continued] until
heaven and earth and the orders of Creation were
shaken. Thereupon the Holy One, Blessed is He,
proclaimed in every gate of heaven that Moses’
prayer was not to be admitted, but his prayer was
like a sword that tears and cuts [through] and
cannot be held back. Of that time it is written, “//
heard behind me the sound of a great noise, Yy?
511" (Ezekiel 3:12), [homiletically translated] the
noise of a great man — Moses. He prayed 515
times, the numerical value of ynmxy, I suppli-
cated” (Devarim Rabbah 11:10).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to him, “If you
remain alive, they will err and worship you as a
deity.” ““Master of the World,” he said, ““You tested
me in the making of the [Golden] Calf, and | [have
already shown that | could] nullify [Your decree];
and now shall | die?”” “Whose son are you?”” asked
the Holy One, Blessed is He. “Amram’s,” he
replied. “And whose son was Amram?”’ “Izhar’s.”
“And whose son was Izhar?”” “Kehath’s.”” [Thus it
went on, all the way back to Adam.] “Has one of
them remained alive?”” “They have all died.” The
Holy One, Blessed is He, asked him, “And you
wish to live?”” (Beis HaMidrash 1:118).

[JMoses died after five days [of illness] (Yalkut
Shimoni, Vayeilech 941).

U [How did Moses know where to go to die, when
it is written, No man knows of his sepulcher
(Deuteronomy 34:6)?] The voice of the Holy One,
Blessed is He, became a messenger to Moses when
He told him, “Go up to this mountain” (Numbers

27:12) [i.e., Moses simply followed the voice]
(Bereishis Rabbah 5:4)

0] “What is the reason for al| this
me?" asked [Moses). “Because
Me,” (Deuteronomy 32:51) replied [God]. “With al|
men You fieal through the Attribute of Mercy two
or three times,” said [Moses). “Israel has sinned
before You many times, and [when] | prayed fi
:?:tl;lcy on (tjheir behalf, You forgave theZn Fg:
myriads You hee .
myself You do not?” (’j’i;ljogr:sy”p:?; r][,G?)r:i? f’?r
’ , d

anger toward
you did not sanctify
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decree against the community is not like a decree
against an individual.”” ““Master of the World,”” said
[Moses], “arise from the seat of Justice and sit on
the seat of Mercy for me, that I may not die. Let my
sins be atoned through physical suffering, and I will
tell Your praises to all mortals.”

He went to the sea and said, ““Pray for me!”
[The sea] replied, ““Are you not the son of Amram
who came to me with your staff and split me into
twelve paths, and | could not stand before you?
What has befallen you today?”” As soon as the sea
reminded him of what he had done in his former
years, he wept and cried out, “O, that I were as in
the months of old! (Job 29:2). When | crossed you
I was a king, but now | prostrate myself and no
heed is taken of me.”

He went to the Minister of the Inner Chamber
and said, “Pray for me so that I will not die.”
“Moses my teacher,” he said, “why [go to such]
trouble? I have heard from behind the Partition that
your prayer concerning this matter will not be
heard.”

Moses placed his hands on his head and cried
out and wept. Thereupon the Holy One, Blessed is
He, was filled with anger at him until Moses began
the verse, “Hashem passed by before him and
proclaimed: Hashem, Hashem God, merciful and
gracious” (Exodus 34:6). The Holy One, Blessed is
He, told Moses, I made two oaths: one that you
die, and one that Israel not perish. To nullify both of
them is impossible. Do you wish to live and make
Israel perish?” “My Master,” said [Moses], “let
Moses and a thousand like him die, and let not one
of Israel perish.” The Holy One, Blessed is He,
asked him, “Why are you so distressed?”” [Moses]
replied, “I fear the sword of the Angel of Death.” “'I
will not deliver you into his hand,” said [God].
“[However,] the time has come for your disciplg
Joshua to serve.” ““My Master,”” said [Moses], “if it
is because of Joshua that | must die, I will go and
become his disciple.”

Moses rose early and went to Joshua’s door.
Joshua was sitting and expounding, and Moges
stood bent over, [so that] Joshua would not notice
him. [The people] asked Joshua, “What has come
into your head to have our teacher Moses standing
llike a disciple] while you sit [like a teacher]?”
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Upon raising his eyes and seeing him, [Joshua] rent
his garments, cried out, and wept. A Heavenly
Voice proclaimed, ““Learn from Joshua.”” Joshua sat
at the head, with Moses at his right and Aaron’s
sons at his left. The traditions of wisdom were
taken away from Moses and given to Joshua, and
Moses did not know what Joshua was expounding.
Our teacher Moses stumbled and fell. At that
moment Moses said, ““Master of the Universe,
heretofore I requested life. Now my soul is given to
You’’ (Tanchuma Va’eschanan 6).

LONGING FOR THE LAND OF ISRAEL

[] As long as [the generation of the exodus] lived in
the desert, Moses would enter before the Holy
One, Blessed is He, with forceful [prayer, request-
ing the needs of the people]. After [that generation]
died in the desert, he began to plead for entry into
Israel (Devarim Rabbah 2:4).

[J As soon as the Holy One, Blessed is He, told
him, “Joshua’s time [to lead] has come,” [Moses]
began to pray [for permission] to enter the Land
(ibid. 2:5).

[J Why did our teacher Moses yearn to enter the
Land of Israel? Moses said, ““The people of Israel
have been given many precepts that can be fulfilled
only in the Land of Israel. Let me enter the Land so
that | can fulfill all of them” (Sotah 14a).

[1/t came to pass (vayehi) when Pharaoh had let
the people go . .. (Exodus 13:17). Who said “Vay,
alas’’? Moses cried out, “I toiled to take Israel out
of Egypt, yet | am not to enter the Land with them!”
(Shemos Rabbah 20:8).

LT At the sea Moses foresaw that he would not
enter the Land of Israel. [The Song of the Sea] does
Not read You shall bring us and plant us, but You
shal| bring them and plant them (Exodus 15:17)
(Pesikta Rabbasi 15:34).

" The Holy One, Blessed is He, gave Moses a hint
When Israel first left Egypt], but he did not take it.

( E)(Od] told him, “Place it in the ears of Joshua”
JQSEdus 17:14), [which hints]: “You will die, and
th,, U2 will bring Israel into the Land.” [But Moses
Q‘f\tQL‘ght that Joshua would become Israel’s leader
; Moses would already have led them into

Lsrael], and in the end [after forty years when
e became aware that he would not bring Israel

;n;)o the Land], he entreated (Tanchuma Beshalach

L1 “We are traveling to the place . ..” (Numbers
10:29). Why did Moses include himself? [His fate]
was concealed from him; he thought he would
enter the Land of Israel with them. R’ Shimon bar
Yochai said: He included himself, lest the people of
Israel say, ““If he who took us out of Egypt does not
enter, neither will we” (Sifri Beha’aloscha 78).

L] “You shall surely give them possession of an
inheritance’”” (Numbers 27:7). Upon hearing this,
our teacher Moses thought that the Holy One,
Blessed is He, had pardoned him. “Now | will be
the one to give the people of Israel their inheri-
tance,” he said. [Thereupon] the Holy One,
Blessed is He, told him, “My decree still stands. Go
up to the mountain of Abarim ...” (ibid. v. 12)
(Bamidbar Rabbah 21:14).

[J “I entreated Hashem at that time, saying (7N32)"’
(Deuteronomy 3:23). What is meant by 0, lit,,
to say? [Moses said:] “Tell me whether or not |
shall enter the Land”’ (Sifri Va’eschanan 26).

(] [Moses said,] “You began ... (Deuteronomy
3:24). Master of the World,” he said, “why am I
not to enter the Land? Is it because | said, ‘Hear
now, you rebels’ (Numbers 20:10)? It was You who
said it first: “For a token against the rebellious
children’ "’ (ibid. 17:25) (Devarim Rabbah 2:8).

[ “Let me go over, please, and see” (Deuteronomy
3:25). Is it possible that Moses was asking the
Omnipresent [for permission] to enter the Land
when he had already been told, “You will not bring
this assembly into the Land” (Numbers 20:12)2
Rather, Moses cherished the word of the Om-
nipresent, and therefore pleaded with Him [to
show that he took to heart the punishment that
God had decreed] (Sifri Va'eschanan 28).

[ ““Master of the World,” he said, “did You not tell
me that [even] if a person has no merit, >mn), 1 will
give him an unearned gift’ (o) (Exodus 33:19)2
Now | have not claimed that You owe me anything;
rather, [grant my request] as a free gift (on).”
[This is the meaning of] ywomNy “I entreated”

SRR
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(Deuteronomy 3:23) [cognate with spsn) and D]
(Devarim Rabbah 2:1).

ur servant . . . (Deuteron-
omy 3:24). You opened the door when lfeRntet:Zg
the territory of the children of Gad and of Reu "
[which is an extension of the Land of l'srael. Since
vow which has been partially nullified Nbgcgmes
completely nullified], let me go over ... (ibid. v.

25) (Sifri Pinchas 134).

[J “Master of the World,” he said, I am separ-
ated from the Land of Israel only by this Jordan,
which has a width of fifty cubits.” The Holy One,
Blessed is He, told him, “Behold with your eyes,
for you will not go over” (Deuteronomy 3:27) (Sifri
Va'eschanan 29).

[J For [the first] seven days of Adar, Moses prayed
and entreated [for permission] to enter the Land of
Israel. On the seventh [of Adar] he was told, “You
will not go over” (Deuteronomy 3:27) (Vayikra
Rabbah 11:6).

[] “You began to show Yo

[OMoses fell at the feet of Eleazar and said,
“’Eleazar, my son, pray that | [be allowed to] enter
the Land of Israel, just as | [once] prayed for your
father Aaron” (Midrash HaGadol, Devarim 31:14).

[J When [the people of Israel] were about to cross
the Jordan, he reminded them of all [the instances
when] he had defended them [before God], for he
thought they would pray that he [be permitted to]
enter with them. Moses threw himself at their feet
and said to them, “You are to pass over the Jordan
(Deuteronomy 9:1); | am not.” He hinted that they

should pray for him, but they did t .
/ tak
(Devarim Rabbah 3:11) y did not take the hint

[JWhen he was about to die an
Israel] did not pray that he [be p
the Land, he assembled them an
them: “One man saved sixty my
Calf, and sixty myriads are y
man?” (ibid. 7:10)
O “Master of the W
been decreed that |
?; a king nor as g commoner,
: ;I:)il;gj’ the cave of Caesarion, which is bel

- [God] replied, “You shall not g0 oS;Nr

d [the people of
ermitted to] enter
d began to rebuke
riads at the Golden
nable to save one

orld,” he said, “now that it has
shall enter [the Land] neither
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there”” (Deuteronomy 34:4). “Master of tha
World,” he asked, “let my bones cross.” [God]
replied, “For you shall not go over” (ibid. 3:27)
(Yalkut Shimoni, Va ‘eschanan 820).

] ““Master of the World,” he said, “is it acceptable
to You that | enter the Land, spend two or three
years there, and then die?”” [God] replied, “yoy
shall not come there”” (Deuteronomy 32:52) (Yalkut
Shimoni, Va’eschanan 821).

[]“Master of the Universe,” said Moses, “let me
be like a bird flying in the air, or make me like a

fish and my two arms like two fins, and | will
jump over the Jordan and see the land.”” The Holy
One, Blessed is He, replied, “If 1 do so, | would

be violating the oath.” [Moses] said, “Place me
on the wings of the clouds three parasangs
above the Jordan.” [God] replied, ““This would be
considered like a violation of My oath” (Beis
HaMidrash 1:124).

[]““Master of the World,” said Moses, “record
in Your Torah why | am not entering the Land
so that the people of Israel will not say, ‘It
seems that Moses falsified the Torah or said
something that he was not commanded’ " (Vayikra
Rabbah 31:4).

[J “Go up to the top of the summit”” (Deuteronomy
3:27). The Omnipresent showed Moses far and
near, hidden and revealed alike — everything that
is called the Land of Israel (Sifri Pinchas 135).

(JThe Holy One, Blessed is He, gave Moses’ eyes
the ability to see the borders of the Land of Israel
and the border of each Tribe (Midrash HaGadol,
Devarim 32:49).

[J Moses saw with his eyes more [of the Land] than
Joshua walked with his feet (Sifri Pinchas 136)-

Oin the future, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
will make a feast for the righteous. He will tell
Moses, “Take [the cup of benediction] and lead
the Grace after Meals.”” [Moses] will say 10 them,
“I shall not lead the blessings, for I did not merit

to enter the Land of Israel [and thus it is ”Odt
fitting for me to say, ‘And for the Land . - - foun
pesachim

in the Grace after Meals” (Maharsha)] (
119b).
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SUCCESSOR
] Of three righteous men, the expression nap,
drawing near, is used in connection with t'héi‘r
deaths, because they did not attain the life spans of
their fathers; and each of these appointed a leader
during his lifetime. [These three were] the Patriarch

Jacob, King David, and the prophet Moses (Targum
Yonasan, Devarim 31:14).

[JMoses was sad that neither of his sons would
rise to greatness after him. The Holy One, Blessed
is He, said to him, ““Are not the sons of your
brother Aaron considered as your own? And even
the one whom | will appoint as [Israel’s] leader
[i.e., Joshua] will go and stand in the doorway of
[the high priest] Eleazar [Aaron’s son]” (Yalkut
Shimoni, Pinchas 777).

[JIn his dying hour, Moses asked the Holy One,
Blessed is He, “’Please appoint over them a leader
who will bear them, each according to his tempera-
ment.” The Holy One, Blessed is He, replied,
“Before you instruct Me concerning them, instruct
them to be careful with My honor” (Bamidbar
Rabbah 21:2).

[ “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp”’
(Numbers 11:27). What were they prophesying?
“Moses will die and Joshua will bring Israel into the
Land” (Sanhedrin 17a).

[1Why didn’t Moses pray, “/Let Joshua son of Nun
take my place’’? Because he feared he would be
punished. Moses said, ““My brother Aaron went in
my place [i.e., Moses had asked that Aaron be sent
to speak to Pharaoh] and the Omnipresent pun-
ished me”” (Yalkut Shimoni, Pinchas 776).

L1 “God of the spirits of all flesh”” (Numbers 27:16).
Said [Moses], ““Let the man whom You appoint
over them contain the spirit of sixty myriads so that
.he may speak to each one according to [the
individual’s] understanding.” The Holy One,
Blessed is He, replied, ““I will show you all the
Judges and all the prophets whom | will appoint
over My children from now until the dead are
resurrected. But what you have requested — one
Spirit that bears all the spirits — is the Messiah”
(Yalkut Shimoni, Pinchas 776).

MOSES / awn

hm;(sjsnran[tZ re_fieem Israel from Egypt], and [Moses]
3 ;/) ied, //Send by the hand of the one whom
ou wi /.send (Exodus 4:13), [until] th

Blessed is He convinced hi e
s 1o Im and [Moses] went on
[ .o sl mission: and [(God] performed all th

fmracles through him. In the end [God] told hime
You will not bring [them into the Land of lsrael]’l’
(Numbers 20:12). “Master of the World,” said
Moses, “I did not seek to 8o [on Your m’ission]

But.now that [it is done and] this decree was issueci
against me, do not do to [my successor] as You
did to me. Set a man over the congregation who
will go out before them and who will come in

before them”” (ibid. 27:16,17) (Bamidbar Rabbah
21:15).

[ “Who will go out before them (Numbers 27:17);
that is, let him not do as other [commanders] do.
Other [commanders] send their troops out, while
they themselves sit at home” (Yalkut Shimoni,
Pinchas 776).

(] “Take unto you Joshua son of Nun” (Numbers
27:18). [Moses] picked [Joshua] up and seated him
on his lap [as a sign of affection]. Then Moses and
the Israelites lifted their heads to hear Joshua’s
words (Yalkut Shimoni, Pinchas 776).

[J “Lay your hand upon him” (Numbers 27:18).
[God] told [Moses], “Give Joshua a turgeman [one
who repeats and explains the speaker’s words ?o
the public] and let him expound and rule in
halachic matters during your lifetime, so that .when
you depart this world, the people of I§rael will not
say, ‘During his teacher’s lifetime he did not qualllfx
to render halachic decisions, and now he does!
Immediately Moses lifted Joshua] up from the
ground [i.e., Joshua would no longer sit <‘)n.the floo(;
at his teacher’s feetin the rr:?nner :)hf a f,l;ff:e],i:d
seated him beside himself on the :
[Moses] silenced th oshua] was
seated in his place (
[] That Sabbath [i.e., the oneon whlclt1
was a Sabbath of two [leaders:

t its conclusion].
ning of the day, Joshua a
gzij’\;grlﬁi bring the Divine Presence] was taken

e turgeman until [J
Sifri Pinchas 140).

Moses died]
oses at the
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i hua] (Sotah
away from [Moses] and given to [Joshua]

13b, Rashi; Eitz Yosef). -

[] Moses was as happy that he was bequeatlang []!z
ho bequeathes hi

honor to Joshua as a person Who =

honor to his sons (Yalkut Shimonl, Pinchas 777).

[] Moses said to Joshua, “You shall go vyith this peo-
pleinto the Land (Deuteronomy 31: 7).; [1.(:;;,] you, t}:)-
gether with the elders of the generation. /[But] t ';
Holy One, Blessed is He, said to Joshua, You wi
bring. . . (ibid. v. 23) [i.e., you alone wnl! lead the na-
tion into the Land]. Take a stick and hit them ove{r/
the head. A generation has one leader, not two
(Sanhedrin 8a).

[JMoses called to Joshua and said to him
(Deuteronomy 31:7), “Behold, the people that I am
entrusting to you are still children. Do not be strict
with them, for even their Master was not strict with
them”” (Sifri Nitzavim 305).

[JEarly in the morning Moses went to Joshua’s
door. Joshua was sitting and expounding. Moses
bent down and placed his hand on [Joshua’s]
mouth, and Joshua did not notice him (Yalkut Shi-
moni, Va’eschanan 821).

[J At that time, Moses accorded Joshua great honor
and glory before Israel. He proclaimed, ““Come hear
the words of the new prophet who will begin to rule
over us today.” Then Moses ordered a golden
throne, a royal crown, and a purple garment
brought. He arranged the benches of the San hedrin,
priests, and heads of legions. [Then] he clothed
Joshua, placed the crown on his head, seated him on
the throne, and appointed Caleb son of Jephuneh as
his turgeman. Joshua expounded before them (ibid

1:122). '
[ Moses attended Joshua,
and went to Joshua’s door

cerned him, he [Joshua
1:123).

He arose at midnight
... When Joshua dis-
] was embarrassed (ibid.

LEAVE-TAKING
U Throughout Moses’
Israel, but the Angel o
What did Moses do? H
bent him over beneath
his presence (Pesikta

lifetime, he sought to bless
f Death would not allow it,
€ took [the Angel of Death)

his feet, and bles
’ ; sed them i
d’Rav Kahana 32:57). it
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[]He blessed all of Israel together, then individy-
ally, and then included them all in one blessing
! =2

(ibid.).

[ It would have been fitting for the rebukes to have
been uttered by Balaam, and the blessings by
Moses. But if Balaam had rebuked them, Israq]
would have said, “An enemy is rebuking us.” And if
Moses had blessed them, the nations of the world
would have said, ““The one that loved them blessed
them.”” Said the Holy One, Blessed is He: “[et
Moses, who loves them, rebuke them; and let Bal-
aam, who hates them, bless them’” (Devarim Rab-
bah 1:4).

[J He did not rebuke them until he was about to die
so that he would not have to repeat the rebuke (Sifri
Devarim 2).

[] Moses did not want to rebuke them [in the Book
of Deuteronomy] for what they had done. Said
Moses, ‘For saying to them, ‘Hear now, you rebels’
(Numbers 2:10), | was punished; shall I now rebuke
them?”” The Holy One, Blessed is He, told Moses,
“Fear not. Since they have accepted your rebukes,
you must now bless them.”” Thereupon he blessed
them (Devarim Rabbah 1:8).

[0 The people of Israel murmured, “He is not of
sound mind.” [Therefore] he said, “In the wilder-
ness, in the waste, opposite Suph”" (Deuteronomy
1:1). As soon as they heard him specify these things
clearly, they said, “Tell us whatever you wish, for
your words are acceptable”” (Yalkut Shimoni, De-
varim 793).

O These are the words which Moses spoke ...
(Deuteronomy 1:1). Israel said to Moses, “‘Before
you said, ¥/ am not a man of words’ (Exodus 4:10);

and now you speak so much!” (Tanchuma Devarim
2)!

[ “May Hashem add to you a thousand times”
(Deuteronomy 1:11). He blessed them with the ex-
pression add because the addition of the Holy Qne,
Blessed is He, is even greater than the principal [i.e.
his blessings are unlimited] (Devarim Rabbah 1:13)-

DAY OF DEATH

0 When the time came for our teacher Mf)ses ! i
gathered from this world, he thought, /I will appe]

obe
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[for Israel] witnesses [to testify to Israel’s accep-
tance of the Torah] which do not taste death in this
world [i.e., heaven and earth]” (Targum Yonasan,
Devarim 32:1).

] At the time Moses said, “Incline your ear, O
heaven”” (Deuteronomy 32:1), the heavens became
silent, and when he said, “Hear, O earth”’ (ibid.), the
earth and everything on it became silent (Sifrj
Ha’azinu 306).

[ They asked Moses, “Why are you commanding
heaven and earth?” He replied, “I am about to die,
and | do not know whether my soul will go to
heaven or to earth.” ““By your life,”” said the Holy
One, Blessed is He, “/no creature will have power
over your soul. It will be set beneath the Throne of
Glory in heaven’ (Devarim Rabbah 10:4).

[JWhen the prophet Moses began these rebukes
[against Israel], heaven and earth were agitated. The
Patriarchs cried out from their graves, “Woe is to
our children when they sin!” A Heavenly Voice
replied, “The merit of the Patriarchs will never cease
to protect them"” (Targum Yonasan, Devarim 28:15).

[JWhen he said, “Incline your ear, O heaven, and |
will speak” (Deuteronomy 32:1), the universe was
agitated. A Heavenly Voice proclaimed, “Moses,
you are born of woman: why are you agitating the
whole world?”” When he said, “For it is Hashem’s
Name that I proclaim” (ibid. v. 3), they fell silentand
listened to his words (Zohar 3:287b).

L Why did [Moses] not bless the tribe of Simeon?
Because he harbored [displeasure] toward them for
the [sin] in Shittim. Nevertheless, he included them
with Judah, as it is written, “Hear (shema), Hashem,
the voice of Judah” (Deuteronomy 33:7). Shema,
“hear,” refers to Simeon (Shimon) [who was so
called because his mother had said], “Hashem has
heard (shama) that I am unloved” (Genesis 29:33)
(Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 31:34).

LJMoses drew near those who were far: [in Ex-
odus,] Bithiah [who merited a share in the World to
Come by raising him], and [in Deuteronomy 33:6]
“Let Reuben live” [i.e., Moses prayed on his behalf,

Z”d the prayer was accepted] (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana
1:26).

LI [When] he was told, “The time has come for you

MOSES / nwn

to de i U
Causeza;:hﬁuxogg, he said to Israel, “I haye
ot |sttfelsls over the Torah and pre-
gl ”yof a:?en;:r.givgt{f :eachler, our master,”’
said to him, “Oyr teacher losés, a e
XOU and troubled you mucf:\;l1 fc:)ieg?;/gv fsh?ﬁeizg?rzd
You are forgiven. And please, when )‘/ou entgrlteh ’
Land, remember me and my bones and say, ‘Woe ie
to the son of Amram, who ran before us Iiké a horsZ

and whose bones fel| in th
e desert’ ” (T
Va’eschanan 6). T

[ Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount
Nebo (Deuteronomy 34:1). Twelve levels were
there, and Moses climbed them with one step (So-
tah 13b).

(] “I can no longer go out and come in” (Deuteron-
omy 31:2), for the gates of wisdom were blocked for
him (Sotah 13b).

(] Upon learning that he was to die that day, Moses
wrote thirteen Torah scrolls — twelve for the
Twelve Tribes, and one which he placed in the Ark
to prevent any falsifications. Said Moses, “Since |
am occupied with the Torah, which is life, the day
will end [without my death], and [thus] the decree
will be canceled.” The Holy One, Blessed is He, sig-
naled the sun, which became hard toward him and
said, “/ will not set while Moses lives in this world.”
Moses asked Joshua, “What did the Divine commu-
nication tell you?”” Joshua said, “When the Divir?e
communication came to you, did | know whatit said
to you?” Thereupon Moses cried out, “A hundred
deaths, but not one [bit of] jealousy! Jealousy Is as
hard as the grave” (Song of Songs 8:6). As soonas he
i Blessed is He, began
agreed to die, The Holy One, . o
to appease him, saying, ”ln.thlf. world you el ”);
children; by your life, even in tlmes to come (;N ;
lead them through you” (Devarim Rabbah, end 0

9:9).

[] A Heavenly Voice
only five hours left to |
Joshua, “Sit like a king be
both of them expounded
verse that Moses read,

rang out and said, “You have
live.” Forthwith Moses said to
fore the people,” and
before all of Israel. A
Joshua explained. And
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they did not disagree vs;]ith one a:gfﬁ;&ﬂ?;ﬁi;ﬁ
corresponded. While they were f 2
ice proclaimed, ““You have only four hot

Ieer;ltytg/?i:/c:’PAn hour passed and a Heavenly |V(f)t|:§
rang out and said, “You have only three.hOL,J/rsMeean_
live . . . you have only two hoursile'ﬁ to live. [ e
while] the wicked Samael was sitting and waiting to
receive [Moses'] soul. An hour passed, and a Heavf-.
enly Voice proclaimed, ““You have only one hour left
to live’” (Beis HaMidrash 1:124, 125).

[] At that time Moses said, “The Rock, His work is
perfect” (Deuteronomy 32:4). Moses took the sctoll
and wrote the Ineffable Name on it. Before he fin-
ished writing the portion of Ha'azinu, the time came
for him to die (Devarim Rabbah 11:9).

[] The wicked Samael was waiting to take Moses’
soul. “When will Michael weep,” he said, “and |
laugh!”’ (ibid.).

[J At that time the Holy One, Blessed is He, told
Gabriel, “Go and bring Moses’ soul.” “Master of
the World,” said [the angel], “how can | see the
death of one who is equal to sixty myriads, and how
can | do him harm?”’ Thereafter [God] told Michael,
“Go out and bring Me Moses’ soul.” “Master of the
World,” said [Michael], “I was his teacher, and he
my disciple. | cannot [bear to] see his death.” [Then]
the Holy One, Blessed is He, told the wicked Sa-
mael, “Go out and bring Me Moses’ soul.”” There-
upon [Samael] clothed himself in wrath, fastened
his sword, wrapped himself in cruelty, and went to-
ward Moses. Before Samael showed himself, Moses
knew he had come. Upon seeing [Moses]
and writing the Ineffable Name, his face radi
the sun, Samael was frightened.
La;i; ?lrkl)\,s‘:e)ssezzl;k;dh; sald.l ':}Nhat are you doing
i amie. | have come to take
el plied. “You are not taking my
soul,” said [Moses]. “The souls of all men are in
hand,” said [Samael]. “I have more power tha ml);
People,” said [Moses]. “What i our : ?"
as_ked [Samael]. “I am the son of Aanampowe(r].o
wicked one, flee from My presence!” Samael re:

“ e'Holy One, Blessed is He,
) “Bring Moses’ soul.” Forth-
IS sword from its scabbard and

sitting
ant as
“Angels cannot
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his staff on which the Ineffable Name was inscribeq
struck him, and blinded his eyes. [Samael] fled. /\
moment later a Heavenly Voice proclaimed, Yo
time on earth is up.”” ““Master of the World,”” s3ig
Moses, ‘‘please do not deliver me into the hands of
the Angel of Death.” “/Fear not,” said [God]. I My-
self will attend to you and your burial”” (Devarim
Rabbah 11:9).

[]Said God, “All men descend to the grave after
their eyes have dimmed, but your eye was not dim
(Deuteronomy 34:7). [Your] coffin, bier, and
shrouds are made by heaven; and | and My host will
attend to you”’ (Devarim Rabbah 9:5).

[IMoses, the servant of Hashem, died there
(Deuteronomy 34:5). Up to [this verse] the Holy
One, Blessed is He, dictated, and Moses repeated
and wrote. The following verses the Holy One,
Blessed is He, dictated and Moses wrote with tears.
[According to another opinion they were written by
Joshua] (Bava Basra 15a).

EXPIRATION

[0 Moses longed for a death like Aaron’s (Sifri Pin-
chas 136).

[J They came and told him, ““The moment has come
for you to depart this world.” He said, ““Blessed is
the Name of the Eternal One” (Tanchuma
Va’eschanan 6).

OMoses arose and sanctified himself like the
seraphim, and the Holy One, Blessed is He, de-
scended from the uppermost heavens to take
Moses’ soul. With Him were three ministering an-
gels: Michael, Gabriel, and Zagagel. Michael ar-
ranged Moses’ bier, [while] Gabriel spread a linen
garment at his head and Zagagel at his feet. Michael
[stood] at one side, Gabriel at the other. The Holy
One, Blessed is He, said to Moses, ‘“Close your
eyes,”” and he closed them. ““Place your hands OQ
your chest,” and he did. “Place your legs together,
and he did (Devarim Rabbah 11:9).

[ They came and told him, “You have half aminuté
left.” He took both his hands, placed them over il
heart, and said to Israel, ““See the end of flesh an
blood!”” (Tanchuma Va’eschanan 6).

[ The Holy One, Blessed is He, called to the soul
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within his body and said to it, "My daughter, for 12
years you were in Moses’ body; now the time has
come for you to leave. Come out, do not tarry.”
“Master of the World,"" it said, “is there 3 body in
the world purer than Moses’? | love it and do not
want to leave it.” “Leave, and do not tarry,”” said the
Holy One, Blessed is He, “and I will bring you to the
uppermost heavens beneath My Throne of Glory.”
“Master of the World,” said [the soul], “please
leave me in Moses” body” (Devarim Rabbah 11:8).

[] Moses’ soul was loath to leave. “My soul,” said
Moses, ““did the Angel of Death wish to rule over
you?” “No," it replied. “Did they wish to push you
to Gehinnom ¢ “"No.” “’And where are you to go?”
“I shall walk before Hashem in the lands of the liv-
ing” (Psalms 116:9). Upon hearing this, Moses gave
it permission: “Return to your rest, my soul” (ibid.
v. 7) (Devarim Rabbah 11:5).

[JThe Angel of Death had no power over six peo-
ple: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. [They died through a kiss of the Divine
Presence (Rashi)] (Bava Basra 17a).

[1The Holy One, Blessed is He, . . . took away his
soul with a kiss of the mouth (Devarim Rabbah 11:8).

[JHe smelled an apple, and his soul went out with
a good scent (Batei Midrashos 1:287).

[1When Moses died, the sun darkened at noon and
the Written Law was sealed (Zohar 2:156a).

[] Gabriel descended, took the Torah from Moses’
hand, and brought it up to the Great Court of
Heaven, [where] the souls of the righteous read iton
Mondays, Thursdays, and holidays (Beis HaMidrash
1122).

[IMoses departed this world at the time of rpin-
chah [the afternoon prayer] on the Sabbath, a time
of favor . . . (Zohar 2:156a).

L For twelve parasangs by twelve parasangs, the
area of the camp of Israel, a Heavenly Voice pro-
claimed, “Moses, the great teacher of Israel, has
died” (Sotah 13b).

O Moses died in the territory of Reuben ande
buried in the territory of Gad, four mils away- who
transported him? Moses was carried by the wings of
the Shechinah (ibid.).

MOSES / nwn

el]nl/)\/sbsgon as hée died, the earthly beings the heay
./ D€INgs, and the Holy One, Bleg dis -
gized him (Devarim Rabbah 11:5). i
L] At the time that Mos
of the Shechinah, the
executed the righteous

€S was carried by the wings
Ministering angels said, “He
: ness of Hashem, and His ordi-
nances with Israel”’ (Deuteronomy 33:21), and the

Holy Qne, Blessed is He, said, “Who will rise up for
Me dgainst evildoers [to reprove them for My sake
(Rashi)]2”" (Psalms 94:16) (Sotah 13b)

[ The Spirit of Holiness said, “There has not since
arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses’’ (Deuteronomy

34:10). Heaven and earth wept (Devarim Rabbah
11:8).

[ Joshua wept, cried out, and mourned for [Moses]
for many days, until the Holy One, Blessed is He,
said to him, “How long will you go on mourning?
Was it your loss alone? It is also My loss; from the
day he died, there is mourning before Me. More-
over, he is sure [to merit] the World to Come”’
(Yalkut Shimoni, Vayeilech, end of 940).

(] [According to one opinion] Moses did not die [as
a spiritual entity (see Maharsha, Ta’anis 5b)]; he is
standing and serving [as he did during his forty days
and nights in heaven] (Sotah 13b).

BURIAL
[ Moses is buried in the territory of Gad (ibid.).

[] None other than the Omnipresent took care of
[his burial] (ibid. 9b).

[ He buried him in the valley . .. qpposite Beth-
peor (Deuteronomy 34:6). Despite -thIS double.clue,
no man knows of his sepulcher (ibid.). The w1ckec?
kingdom [i.e., Rome] sent to the r.uler”of Beth-pior.
Show us where Moses is buried.” When they
stood above, he seemed to be below; [when t iyr
stood] below, he seemed to be above. Evsn \,335
teacher Moses himself did not know wherle es 53
buried [for even his body had become only a sp
tual entity (Maharsha)] (ibid.).

s buried near Peor? In order to
(ibid.).

[the evil angel created by
) its mouth to

[] Why was Mose
atone for the sin of Peor

rael sins,
[] Whenever lsra i
the sin of] Peor arises and opens (po
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destroy Israel with its breath. Moses u.sed;od s\r;)n
nounce the Divine Name Over lt'and prlng [ 4
[underground]. When Moses died, h|§ grave \:nd
placed opposite it; [so that Peor] sees his grave
retreats (Yalkut Shimoni, Zos Haberachah 965).

[ Ten things were created on the eve of the Sabbath
[of Creation] at twilight . .. Moses’ sepulcher, the
cave in which Moses and Elijah stood . . . (Pesachim

54a).

[J Because he shrank back [in the episode of Zimri],
no man knows of his sepulcher (Deuteronomy 34:6)
(Bamidbar Rabbah 20:24).

[ The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to Moses,
“Joseph, as a son, was obligated to bury his father
[Jacob]. You, being neither [Joseph’s] son nor his
grandson, were not obligated to tend to his burial,
yet you did. Likewise, I, Who am not obligated to
anyone, will attend to your burial”” (Shemos Rabbah
20:19).

[J He buried him in the valley (Deuteronomy 34:6).
He [Moses] buried himself (Sifri Naso 32).

LJA tunnel cave connected Moses’ grave with the
graves of the Patriarchs (Sifri Berachah 34:51).

[JAs soon as Moses died, the well, the Clouds of

Glory, and the manna ceased (Bereishis Rabah
62:4).

[J Seventeen hundred [laws] were forgotten during
the period of mourning for Moses. Othniel son of

Kenaz retrieved them through his exegesis (Temu-
rah 16a).

LJAt the time that our teacher Moses departed to
the Garden of Eden, Joshua forgot three hundred

laws and was uncertain of seven hundred. All of Is-
rael rose up to kill him . . . (ibid.).

0 Worms had no power over |

people [since they died by th
Presence (Rashi)
(Bava Basra 17a).

the bodies of] seven

e kiss of the Divine
I: Moses, Aaron, and Miriam . . .

[JMoses and zip ;
porah were buried |
Machpelah (Sefer HaTemunah 3:2001)n the Cave of

AFTERLIFE

0“1 have seen God. like bei
-like beings ascending’”
muel 28:13). Samye] brought Moses witlgiirrgl fﬁf
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Heaven forbid, 1 am being summoned to judg-
ment,” [said Samuel to Moses, ] “’stand by my side.
for there is nothing you wrote in the Torah that | did
not fulfill’” (Chagigah 4b).

] The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to Jeremiah,
“Go call Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses from
their graves, for they know how to weep [over the
Destruction].” Forthwith, Jeremiah went to the
bank of the Jordan and called, “Son of Amram, son
of Amram, rise, for you are sought by the Holy One,
Blessed is He.” ““Why is today different from other
days?” asked [Moses]. “l do not know,” said
Jeremiah.

Moses went to the ministering angels and
asked, “Do you know why I am wanted by the Holy
One, Blessedis He?”” “Son of Amram,”’ they replied,
“do you know that the Temple has been destroyed
and Israel exiled?”” ““Master of the World,”” said
Moses, ““was | not a faithful shepherd over Israel? |
ran before them like a horse in the desert, and when
the time came for them to enter the Land, you de-
creed that my bones would fall in the desert. Now
that they have been exiled, you sent for me to mourn
and weep over them? When things go well with the
master, the servant does not share in his fortune;
but when things go badly, he does.”

At that time Moses said to Jeremiah, “Go be-
fore me; I will go and bring them, and I will see who
is laying his hand on them.” Moses went, with
Jeremiah before him, until they reached the rivers of
Babylon. Upon seeing Moses, [the exiles] said to
one another, “The son of Amram has come from his
grave to redeem us!”’ A Heavenly Voice proclaimed,
“It [the exile] is a decree before Me.” “My chil-
dren,” said Moses, “"to bring you back [immedi-
ately] is impossible, because the decree has already
been issued; but may the Omnipresent bring you
back soon.”” Then he left them and went to the Patri-
archs. “What have the enemies done to our chil-
dren?”” they asked. “Some were slain,” [they an-
swered,] “some were bound in iron chains, sOme
died on the road.” They all began to weep and
lament.

Said Moses, “Cursed is the sun that did no’f
darken when idols were brought into the Temple-
“By your life, Moses, faithful shepherd,” said the
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sun, “how could I darken when they did not Jet me
but whipped me [instead] with sixty whips of fire 5(;
that I would go forth and illuminate?”” Moses wept
saying, "‘Alas for the radiance of the Temple, whicr;
has darkened.” Moses said to the Captors: “Do not
subject them to cruel deaths, or slay a son before his
father, and do not annihilate my children, for the
time will surely come when you will have to account
[for your deeds]” (Pesikta Eichah Rabbasi 24).

qwn — Meshech

[Son of Japheth] (Genesis 10:2)

] [The name of the country of] Meshech is Mysia [a
district in Asia Minor] (Yoma 10a, Maharsha).

u‘:w?ﬂ — Meshulam (Nechemiah 8:4)

[1 Zechariah is called Meshulam [from 05, perfect ]
because his deeds were perfect (Megillah 23a).

nowinn — Methuselah

[Grandfather of Noah] (Genesis 5:21)

[ ] The seven shepherds (Micah 5:4) were as fol-
lows: David in the center with Adam, Seth, and
Methuselah on his right, and Abraham, Jacob, and
Moses on his left (Sukkah 52b).

[ There were seven men whose lives spanned the
entire history of man: Methuselah saw Adam; Shem
saw Methuselah; Jacob saw Shem; Amram saw Ja-
cob; Ahijah the Shilonite saw Amram; Elijah saw
Ahijah; and Elijah is still alive (Bava Basra 121b).

[J Methuselah attended to Adam for 243 years, and
Shem attended to Methuselah for ninety-eight years
(Seder Olam Rabbah 1).

[J Methuselah was perfectly righteous. Whatever
came out of his mouth ended with the praise of the
Holy One, Blessed is He. He studied nine hundred
orders of Mishnah (Yalkut Shimoni, Bereishis 42).

(] God made for Adam . . . garments of hides (Gen-
esis 3:21). When Adam [was about to] die, he en-
trusted [these garments] to Seth, who [in turn] gave
them to Methuselah. When Methuselah [was about
to] die, he gave them to Noah (Bamidbar Rabbah
4:8).

[J Methuselah, who was a great scholgr, warned
[Noah’s] father not to call [Noah] by his [correct]
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Eim(?, lest'the people of the generation of the Flood

il him with sorcery [which is effective only if the
correct name s used]. When he was born
[Methuselah] named him Noah, but to [the child’si

’ Menahem bliclv1”
(Yalkut Shimoni, Bereishis 42). [plich]

OAs long as Methuselah lived, the Flood did not
come upon the world [in his merit]. And when
Methuselah died, it was withheld for another seven
days after his death [during which time he was
mourned] (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 32:1)

(11t came to pass after seven days that the waters of
the Flood were upon the earth (Genesis 7:10). These

were the days of mourning for Methuselah (San-
hedrin 108b).

[JAs soon as he died, they heard a great noise in
heaven, for [the angels] were eulogizing him. Tears
flowed from the eyes of the chayos onto the place of
his death. Seeing that, [mankind] eulogized him on
earth, and the Holy One, Blessed is He, delayed the
punishment of the generation of the Flood for seven
days in reward for eulogizing him (Yalkut Shimoni,
Bereishis 42).

[ During the seven days of mourning over the
righteous Methuselah, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
gave them abundant light [as areward for eulogizing
him (Eitz Yosef)] (Bereishis Rabbah 3:6).

nnnn — Mattaniah

[King of Judah (Zedekiah)]
[] Shalum is Zedekiah. His real name was Matta-
niah (Horios 11b).
[]JAt the time that Nebuchadnezzar came to
exile them, he asked them, “Is there one of ths
seed of Josiah whom | may appoint as ol kmg?'
Mattaniah son of Josiah was present. ’Whatn is
your name?” asked Nebuchadngzzar. Mattanlah
thought, “I will say that my name i Zedekiah [fror.1l1I
1y, righteous] so that righteous descendants tvr\‘/;1 :
issue from me.”” He did not know, [howe;/e:i'ffer-
this name would actually have cgmpletet:]/e ;_{o|y
ent significance, namely] thgt np his days,. oy

is He, would vindicate the principle 0

One Blcase le was burned (Pe-
Justice (P130) when the Temp

sikta Rabbasi 26:22).

(I Kings 24:17)
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1787133 — Nebuzaradan

[Chief executioner for Nebuchadnezzar, King
of Babylonia] (Il Kings 25:8)

[0 How much was left of the camp of Assyria [that
was stricken at the gates of Jerusalem]? Five:
Sennacherib and his two sons, Nebuchadnezzar,
and Nebuzaradan (Sanhedrin 95b).

[l Her adversaries have become her master (Lamen-
tations 1:5) refers to Nebuchadnezzar; her enemies
are at ease (ibid.) refers to Nebuzaradan (Eichah
Rabbasi 1:31).

[JWhen the Holy One, Blessed is He, told Neb-
uchadnezzar, “Go up and destroy the Temple,”” he
thought, ““He only wants to destroy me; he will do
to me as he did to my grandfather [Sennacherib].”
What did [Nebuchadnezzar] do? He came and
stayed in Daphne near Antioch, and dispatched
Nebuzaradan to destroy Jerusalem (Pesikta Eichah
Rabbasi 30).

[J Nebuchadnezzar instructed Nebuzaradan, say-
ing: “The God of these [people] accepts penitents.
When you capture them, do not allow them to
pray, lest they repent. [Then] their God will have
mercy on them, and [I] will return with a black
face. Show them no mercy.” After [Nebuzaradan]
captured them, whenever one of them would
stand still, [Nebuzaradan] would cut up his limbs
~ and throw them before [the captives] (Eichah
~ Rabbasi 5:5).
Nebuzaradan is called Arioch because he roared
lion (ari) at the captives until they reached the

s. Then he told his soldiers, “/Let them rest,
r henceforth their God will not return to them”

ICAL PERSONALITIES

[ Nebuzaradan besieged Jerusalem from the ninth
year of Zedekiah'’s reign until the eleventh year, but
he could not capture it because the decree [of
destruction] had not yet been sealed (Pesikta
Rabbasi 26:55).

O Every day he surrounded Jerusalem but could
not capture it. He wished to turn back, [but] the
Holy One, Blessed is He, inspired him to measure
the wall. [He found that] it was sinking two and a
half handbreadths daily, until it sank entirely
(Pesikta Eichah Rabbasi 30).

O Nebuchadnezzar sent Nebuzaradan three hun-
dred mules laden with iron hammers, all of which
broke against one of the gates of Jerusalem’s
wall. He wanted to turn back. ““I am afraid,” he
said, “that they will do to me as they did to
Sennacherib.” A Heavenly Voice proclaimed, “Ne-
buzaradan, jump, for the time has come for the
Temple to be laid waste and the Sanctuary to burn.”
He had a single hammer left. He struck the gate
with the back of the hammer, and it opened.
He entered [and marched through the city],
slaughtering [its inhabitants] as he went. Upon
reaching the Temple, he lit a fire on it. The
Sanctuary rose up [into the air], but from heaven
it was thrown down. Nebuzaradan became
haughty, [whereupon] a Heavenly Voice pro-
claimed, “You have slain a dead people, burned
a burnt Temple.” He saw the blood of Zechariah
seething. “What is this?” he asked. “It is the
blood of sacrifices which spilled,”” [the Jews]
replied. He said to them, ““I will bring some and
see if it is the same.” He brought some, but it
was not the same. “Reveal to me what this is,”
he said, ““or else I will comb your flesh with iron.”
They told him, “We had a priest and prophet
who prophesied about the Destruction, and we
killed him.” “I shall appease him,” he said. He
brought sages and slew them there, but the blood
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did not rest. He brought young priests and
slew them, but it did not rest. [This went on] until
he had killed ninety-four myriads, but it did not
rest. Then he approached and said, ‘“Zechariah,
Zechariah, | have destroyed the best of them. Do
you want me to kill them all?”” Immediately it
rested. [Thereupon Nebuzaradan] had thoughts of
repentance. “If they, who killed only one person,
[suffered such a fate,] what will happen to [me]?”’
He fled, sent a will to his family, and converted.
Nebuzaradan was a righteous proselyte (Sanhedrin
96b).

[] The image of Nebuchadnezzar was engraved on
Nebuzaradan’s carriage, and [Nebuzaradan] feared
[Nebuchadnezzar] greatly, as if he were standing
before him (ibid.).

[J In this valley, Nebuzaradan the chief executioner
slew 211 myriads (Gittin 57b).

(] Zedekiah fled through a tunnel leading to Jeri-
cho. Nebuzaradan caught him and his ten sons, and
sent them to Nebuchadnezzar (Pesikta Rabbasi
26:68).

[J Nebuchadnezzar gave Nebuzaradan three or-
ders concerning Jeremiah: “Take him and set your
eyes on him — on him, not on his people; and
do him no harm — but with his people do as
you please; and do to him as he shall say to you
(Jeremiah 39:12) — but not to his people.” Seeing
a group of youths under a collar [in chains],
Jeremiah put his head [in] with them, and Neb-
uzaradan came and took him away. Seeing a group
of old men in chains, [Jeremiah] placed his neck
upon them, and Nebuzaradan came and took
him away. Nebuzaradan said to Jeremiah, “You
are either a false prophet, or a person who scoffs
at suffering, or else a murderer. All these years
you have been prophesying that this city will be
destroyed — and now that it has been destroyed,
you are aggrieved? | do not wish to harm you,
but you wish to harm yourself, as if suffering is
insignificant in your eyes. Or else you are a
murderer, for if the king hears that you have
been harmed, he will execute me.” Nebuzaradan
the chief executioner sent Jeremiah ... (Pesikta
Eichah Rabbasi 34).

q¥17213) — Nebuchadnezzar

[King of Babylon] (Il Kings 25:22)

DATES/ PERSONALITY/ TYRANT/ DESTRUCTION OF

JERUSALEM/ ZEDEKIAH/ DANIEL AND THE DREAM/

THE IMAGE AND THE FIERY FURNACE/ GOOD
DEEDS/ BANISHMENT AND DEATH

DATES

[0 Nebuchadnezzar reigned forty-five years. The
first year he captured Nineveh, the second, Je-
hoiakim. The exile of Jehoiachin took place in the
seventh year from the conquest of Jehoiakim,
which was Nebuchadnezzar’s eighth. Zedekiah’s
exile took place in the eighteenth year from the
conquest of Jehoiakim, which was Nebuchadnez-
zar’s nineteenth (Megillah 11b).

O In the second year of his reign, [Nebuchadnez-
zar] had his dream (Seder Olam Rabbah 28).

[0 The day that Nebuchadnezzar entered the Tem-
ple in the days of Jehoiachin, his archenemy Darius
[king of Persia] was born (ibid.).

[0 On the twenty-fifth day of the twelfth month,
Nebuchadnezzar died and was buried; and on the
twenty-sixth, Evil-merodach exhumed [his body]
and dragged it around [to convince the people that
he had, in fact, died (Vilna Gaon)] (Seder Olam
Rabbah 28).

[JWhenever Nebuchadnezzar is mentioned in
Jeremiah, he was alive (Yerushalmi Megillah 3:7).

PERSONALITY

O King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all her
desire that she requested (I Kings 10:13). He
consorted with her and she bore a daughter, from
whom issued Nebuchadnezzar, destroyer of the
Temple (Midrash Shalsheles HaKabbalah, p. 44).

(0 Merodach [king of Babylonia]’s reward for ac-
cording honor to our Father in Heaven was that
Nebuchadnezzar descended from him (Yalkut Shi-
moni, Beshalach 268).

[ The angel of Hashem . .. smote in the camp of
the Assyrians (Il Kings 19:35). How many of them
survived? Five: Sennacherib and his two sons, Ne-
buchadnezzar, and Nebuzaradan (Sanhedrin 95b).
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[JWhen Jeremiah was a boy, he and Nebuchad-
nezzar were strolling together. At that time Neb-
uchadnezzar was not yet king; he was poor and
lowly. “Would that | were king over the whole
world!” he said, “I would attack Jerusalem and
burn the Temple.”” “Will you give me Jerusalem?”’
asked Jeremiah. [Nebuchadnezzar] replied, “What-
ever you can take out of the city from noon until
evening”’ (Otzar HaMidrashim 247).

[] After Hezekiah was healed of his illness, Mero-
dach-baladan sent him a letter [that began]: ““Peace
to King Hezekiah, peace to the city of Jerusalem,
peace to your great God.” Nebuchadnezzar, who
was Baladan’s scribe, was not present at the time.
When he came, he asked, “How did you write the
letter?”” “Thus and so have we written,” they
replied. He said to them, “You have called Him ‘the
great God,” yet you mention Him last? Thus you
must write: ‘Peace to the great God, peace to the
city of Jerusalem, peace to King Hezekiah.” " They
told him, “Let the one who gives the order carry it
out.”” He began to run after the courier. When he
had taken only four steps, Gabriel came and
stopped him. Said R" Yochanan: Had Gabriel not
come and stopped him, there would have been no
remedy for Israel [for Nebuchadnezzar would have
had this additional merit (Rashi)] (Sanhedrin 96a).

[J Nebuchadnezzar was haughty and short. When
he went from province to province and from city to
city, the populace would turn out to greet him.
They would laugh and say, “Does this one rule

from one end of the earth to the o 3
 on ther?” (T.
d’Bei Eliyahu Rabbah 31). S

JOn three. occasions, the Holy One, Blessed is
He, Somplamed about the wicked Nebuchadnez-
zar: Sse whgt this midget from Babylon has d

to Me!” (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 13:42) s

O “How can we sin
: g the son :
S0il?” (Psalms 137:4). They Saingf Hlashem on alien

(Shocher Toy 137:4).

(I [Babylon is called] Shinar

for it produced an enemy an(;l’g‘;) (Genesis 14.1y
er ( :

The Holy One, Blessed is He — namely, the wicked
Nebuchadnezzar (Yerushalmi Berachos 4:1).

[J Appoint a tifsar (1990) against her (Jeremiah
51:27). Nebuchadnezzar is [called] tifsar [for he
was] a fool (tipesh) in wisdom, but a prince (sar) in
years [i.e., old but foolish] (Bereishis Rabbah 90:3).

[] He worshiped the sun (Shemos Rabbah 15:6).

] He cast lots among heads of state to determine
whose turn it was to be his partner in sodomy that
day. When that wicked one sought to do so with
Zedekiah . .. [a miracle deformed Nebuchadnez-
zar's organ so that he was humiliated in the
presence of all the kings who sat before him,] as
it is written, You are filled with shame instead of
glory ... (Habakkuk 2:16) (Shabbos 149b).

[JFour deemed themselves god-like, yet were
[forced to remain] passive when having relations,
like a woman [as a demonstration that they had no
real power over others but rather were controlled
by the One Above (Eitz Yosef)]: Pharaoh, Hiram,
Joash, and Nebuchadnezzar (Tanchuma Va’eira 9).

[] He rode a male lion [which was his astrological
sign] and tied a serpent about its head [symbolic of
the serpent which had caused Adam and Eve to sin,
and which was the astrological sign of Esau, whose
descendant destroyed the Second Temple (Mahar-
sha)] (Shabbos 150a).

[0 Nebuchadnezzar owned a serpent that would
devour anything that was cast before it [and
Nebuchadnezzar believed it had god-like powers
(Eitz Yosef)]. Daniel said, ““If you give me permis-
sion, | will weaken it.”” Permission was given.
[Daniel] took straw, concealed nails in it, and threw
it before [the serpent]. The nails pierced its innards
(Bereishis Rabbah 68:13).

[ As a roaring lion . . . is a wicked ruler over a poor
people (Proverbs 28:15). The roaring lion is the
wicked Nebuchadnezzar (Megillah 11a).

[JAs long as that wicked one [Nebuchadnezzar]
lived, no one laughed. It is forbidden to stand in the
house of that wicked one, for it is written, Satyrs
shall dance there (Isaiah 13:21) [and if men enter,
the satyrs will depart and the Divine decree of the
verse will be unfulfilled (Rashi)] (Shabbos 149b).
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[JUpon hearing [of] the wisdom of Ber
invited him to be adviser to the king (A
d’Ben Sira, Otzar HaMidrashim 45).

[] The name of Nebuchadnezzar’s wife w
rah, Shmirmaveth, or Shmiram (Vayikr
19:6).

[JThe wicked Vashti was Nebucha
granddaughter (Megillah 10b).

[1The Holy One, Blessed is He, sought
some of the descendants of the wicked [N
nezzar] under the wings of the Shechinah
they had some thoughts of repentance
sha)]. ““Master of the World,”” said the m
angels, “will You bring under the wing
Shechinah he who destroyed Your Hc
burned Your Temple?”” (Sanhedrin 96b).

[JHiram was the husband of Nebucha
mother (Vayikra Rabbah 18:2).

TYRANT

[(JThree ruled over the entire worlc
Ahasuerus, and Nebuchadnezzar (Megilla

[J“You gave Nebuchadnezzar and B
power over Your world in order to subjuga
(Shocher Tov 17:11).

[ Had anyone else [other than Nebuchc
said [in praising God], “All the inhabitar
earth are reckoned for nothing” (Dani
people would say, ““He never ruled over tv
his life, yet he says [this]!”” But it is f
Nebuchadnezzar, of whom it is wri
[Hashem] has made you ruler over therm
2:38) to say it (Devarim Rabbah 1:5).

[JA stormy wind was coming from t
(Ezekiel 1:4). And where did it go? To co
entire world before the wicked Nebuch
so that the nations of the world woulc
“The Holy One, Blessed is He, deliv
children into the hands of lowly people””
that Nebuchadnezzar was made king

world’s greatest empire, it was not such &
(Chagigah 13b).

(1 shall put a deer in the land of life (EzeF
— a king who is swift as a deer [Nebucl—=
(Kesubos 111a).
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DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

[] For eighteen years, a Heavenly Voice called into
the house of Nebuchadnezzar, “‘Bad servant, go up
and destroy your Master’s House!” Eut he was
afraid to go up [because] he did not believe that the
Holy One, Blessed is He, would destroyJerL{salem.
What did he do? He practiced divination to find out
whether to go up or not. He shot an arrow for
Antioch, or Tyre, or Laodicea, and the arrow broke.
But when he shot an arrow for Jerusalem, it did not
break. Thus he knew that Jerusalem would be laid
waste by him (Shocher Tov 79:2).

[ Jerusalem would have been destroyed [even] if
Nebuchadnezzar had not arisen (Semachos 8).

[ The people of Israel said, ““Nebuchadnezzar has
gathered all the money of the world; does he need
ours?”” “/By your lives,” said the Holy One, Blessed
is He, I will make your money as precious to him
as spices’’ (Pesikta Eichah Rabbasi 5).

[J Nebuchadnezzar went up to Jerusalem three
times (Shocher Tov 118:12).

[ The first [year of his reign] he exiled Jehoiakim
[king of Judah]; the second, Jehoiachin [king of
Judah]. He had [Jehoiachin] ride in his [Nebuchad-
nezzar’s] carriage because of [Jehoiachin’s] promi-
nence. And he exiled Zedekiah, making three exiles
in all (Bamidbar Rabbah 23:14).

[JWhen Nebuchadnezzar went up to capture
Jehoiakim, he stayed in Daphne near Antioch. The
Great Sanhedrin went down to greet him. ““Has the
time come for this House to be destroyed?”” they
asked [knowing from the prophets that it would be
destroyed]. “No,” he replied. “Jehoiakim king of
Judah has rebelled against me. Deliver him to me
and | will go away.” They went and told Jehoiakim,
“Nebuchadnezzar demands you from us.” He said
to them, “Is one life pushed aside for the sake of
another? Is it not written, You shall not deliver a
servant to his master” (Deuteronomy 23:16)
[which shows that even if Nebuchadnezzar would
not kill him but only enslave him, he should not be
handed over]? They replied, “Did your forebear
[David] not do so to Sheba son of Bichri?”” [See I/
Samuel 20:21,22.] Since he did not listen to them,
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they took him and chained him (Bereishis Rabbah
94:9).

[JWhat did Nebuchadnezzar do to [Jehoiakim]? R’
Yehudah said: He ripped a donkey open and put
[Jehoiakim’s body] inside. R Nechemiah said: He
cut up his body into olive-size pieces and threw it
to the dogs, and he crowned his son Jeconiah in his
place. Then he [Nebuchadnezzar] went down to
Babylon, [where] all the people of Babylon turned
out to hail him. “What have you done?”’ they
asked. “Jehoiakim rebelled against me,”” he replied.
“I killed him and crowned his son Jeconiah in his
place.” They said, “The saying goes: Do not rear
the good puppy of a bad dog. How much more so
the bad puppy of a bad dog!”” He listened to them
and went up and stayed at Daphne near Antioch [to
capture Jeconiah] (Vayikra Rabbah 19:6).

[JThe Great Sanhedrin went down to greet him
and asked, ““Has the time come for this House to
be destroyed?”” He replied, “Give me the one
whom | appointed as your king, and I will go
away.” They came and told Jehoiachin king of
Judah, ““Nebuchadnezzar seeks you.” Thereupon
he took the keys of the Temple and went up on the
roof of the Sanctuary. “Master of the World,” he
said, “in the past we were faithful to You, and Your
keys were entrusted to our care. Now that we are
not faithful, Your keys are [returned] to You”
(Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:2).

[J Nebuchadnezzar, destroyer of the Temple, was
afraid to enter it. [The angel] Michael descended,
took hold of his horse, and brought him into the
Holy of Holies (Yalkut Shimoni, Koheles 989).

[JThe day Nebuchadnezzar attacked lIsrael, he
took away the priestly garments and the royal
robes (Pesikta Fichah Rabbasi 12).

[JWhen Nebuchadnezzar came to cause the first
exile, i.e., the exile of Jeconiah, his compassion was
aroused and he said, ““Is there a descendant of
Josiah among you whom | may appoint as your
king?”” Josiah’s son Mattaniah was there, and
Nebuchadnezzar made him king over Jerusalem
(Pesikta Rabbasi 26:22).

[J Nebuchadnezzar [besieged Jerusalem] for three
and a half years (Eichah Rabbasi 1:40).
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[JAt the time that the wicked Nebuchadnezzar
exiled Israel, there were young men among them
whose beauty outshone the sun. The Babylonian
women saw them and lusted for them. By order of
the king, they [the young men of Israel] were
trampled (Sanhedrin 92b).

[JHe took away the throne that Solomon, in
his wisdom, had made (Yalkut Shimoni, Esther
1045).

[J “How can we sing the song of Hashem on alien
soil?”” (Psalms 137:4). When Nebuchadnezzar
found out [that the Levites had cut off their fingers
so that they could not play their harps], he [slew
multitudes of Jews and] piled their corpses in
mounds (Shocher Tov 137:5).

[J There were no millstones in Babylon. When
Nebuchadnezzar went up [to Jerusalem], he loaded
[the Jewish captives] with millstones and brought
them down [to Babylon] (Eichah Rabbasi 5:14).

[ There were no cedars in Babylon. When Neb-
uchadnezzar came up [to the Land of Israel], he
uprooted cedars from [there] and replanted them
in Babylon (ibid. 1:30).

[J Nebuchadnezzar gathered his camps and went
forth against Jerusalem. Upon reaching Riblathah,
he stayed there, for he feared that [God] would do
to him as He had done to Sennacherib [namely,
destroy his camp]. At that time he summoned
Nebuzaradan, appointed him head of all the
armies, and told him, “Go conquer Jerusalem”
(Pesikta Rabbasi 26:54).

[ Her adversaries have become (chief) (Lamenta-
tions 1:5) refers to Nebuchadnezzar (Fichah Rab-
basi 1:31).

[J Nebuchadnezzar gave Nebuzaradan three or-
ders concerning Jeremiah: “Take him and set your
eyes on him (Jeremiah 39:12) — but not on his
people; and do him no harm (ibid.) — but with his
people do as you please; do to him as he shall say
to you (ibid.) — but not to his people” (Pesikta
Eichah Rabbasi 34).

[J Nebuchadnezzar sent Nebuzaradan three hun-

dred mules laden with iron hammers [with which
to break the walls of Jerusalem] (Sanhedrin 96b).
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[JWhen Jeremiah was a boy, he and Nebuchad-

nezzar were strolling together. At that time Neb-
uchadnezzar was not yet king; he was poor anld
lowly. “Would that | were king over the whole
world!” he said, “I would attack Jerusalem anfi’
burn the Temple.”” “Will you give me Jgrusalem?
asked Jeremiah. [Nebuchadnezzar] replied, “What'-
ever you can take out of the city from noon until
evening” (Otzar HaMidrashim 247).

[] After Hezekiah was healed of his illness, Mero-
dach-baladan sent him a letter [that began]: ““Peace
to King Hezekiah, peace to the city of Jerusalem,
peace to your great God."” Nebuchadnezzar, who
was Baladan’s scribe, was not present at the time.
When he came, he asked, ““How did you write the
letter?”” “Thus and so have we written,” they
replied. He said to them, “’You have called Him ‘the
great God,” yet you mention Him last? Thus you
must write: ‘Peace to the great God, peace to the
city of Jerusalem, peace to King Hezekiah.””” They
told him, “Let the one who gives the order carry it
out.” He began to run after the courier. When he
had taken only four steps, Gabriel came and
stopped him. Said R’ Yochanan: Had Gabriel not
come and stopped him, there would have been no
remedy for Israel [for Nebuchadnezzar would have
had this additional merit (Rashi)] (Sanhedrin 96a).

[J Nebuchadnezzar was haughty and short. When
he went from province to province and from city to
city, the populace would turn out to greet him.
They would laugh and say, “Does this one rule
from one end of the earth to the other?”” (Tanna
d'Bei Eliyahu Rabbah 31)

[JOn three occasions, the Holy One, Blessed is
He, complained about the wicked Nebuchadnez-

zar: “See what this midget from Bab
Leph ylon has done
to Me!”’ (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 13:42)

0 “How can we sing the song of H '

soil?” (Psalms 1 37:4§ They sai%i, el ?SS?E:ZZ]O” R
that we have destroyed [
tion of] our Temple; but
before this midget an
(Shocher Tov 137:4)

/ enough
I.e., caused the destryc-
NOW we must play music
d before this idolatry!”

I [Babylon is called] Shinar (Wv) (

: G i :
for it produced an enemy an e 4,

d hater (W Xnw) of
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The Holy One, Blessed is He — namely, the wicked
Nebuchadnezzar (Yerushalmi Berachos 4:1).

[JAppoint a tifsar (199V) against her (Jeremiah
51:27). Nebuchadnezzar is [called] tifsar [for he
was] a fool (tipesh) in wisdom, but a prince (sar) in
years [i.e., old but foolish] (Bereishis Rabbah 90:3).

] He worshiped the sun (Shemos Rabbah 15:6).

] He cast lots among heads of state to determine
whose turn it was to be his partner in sodomy that
day. When that wicked one sought to do so with
Zedekiah ... [a miracle deformed Nebuchadnez-
zar's organ so that he was humiliated in the
presence of all the kings who sat before him,] as
it is written, You are filled with shame instead of
glory ... (Habakkuk 2:16) (Shabbos 149b).

[J Four deemed themselves god-like, yet were
[forced to remain] passive when having relations,
like a woman [as a demonstration that they had no
real power over others but rather were controlled
by the One Above (Eitz Yosef)]: Pharaoh, Hiram,
Joash, and Nebuchadnezzar (Tanchuma Va’eira 9).

[J He rode a male lion [which was his astrological
sign] and tied a serpent about its head [symbolic of
the serpent which had caused Adam and Eve to sin,
and which was the astrological sign of Esau, whose
descendant destroyed the Second Temple (Mahar-
sha)] (Shabbos 150a).

[ Nebuchadnezzar owned a serpent that would
devour anything that was cast before it [and
Nebuchadnezzar believed it had god-like powers
(Eitz Yosef)]. Daniel said, “If you give me permis-
sion, | will weaken it.”” Permission was given.
[Daniel] took straw, concealed nails in it, and threw
it before [the serpent]. The nails pierced its innards
(Bereishis Rabbah 68:13).

L) As a roaring lion . . . is a wicked ruler over a poor
pfj’ople (Proverbs 28:15). The roaring lion is the
wicked Nebuchadnezzar (Megillah 11a).

[JAs long as that wicked one [Nebuchadnezzar]
lived, no one laughed. It is forbidden to stand in the
house of that wicked one, for it is written, Satyrs
shall dance there (Isaiah 13:21) [and if men enter,
the satyrs will depart and the Divine decree of the
verse will be unfulfilled (Rashi)] (Shabbos 149b)-
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[JUpon hearing [of] the wisdom of Ben Sira, he
invited him to be adviser to the king (Aleph Beis
d’Ben Sira, Otzar HaMidrashim 45)

[ The name of Nebuchadnezzar’s wife was Shmi-
rah, Shmirmaveth, or Shmiram (Vayikra Rabbah
19:6).

[JThe wicked Vashti was Nebuchadnezzar’s
granddaughter (Megillah 10b).

[ The Holy One, Blessed is He, sought to bring
some of the descendants of the wicked [Nebuchad-
nezzar] under the wings of the Shechinah [because
they had some thoughts of repentance (Mahar-
sha)]. ""Master of the World,”” said the ministering
angels, “will You bring under the wings of the
Shechinah he who destroyed Your House and
burned Your Temple?”” (Sanhedrin 96b).

[ I Hiram was the husband of Nebuchadnezzar’s
mother (Vayikra Rabbah 18:2).

TYRANT

[]Three ruled over the entire world: Ahab,
Ahasuerus, and Nebuchadnezzar (Megillah 11a).

] “You gave Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar
power over Your world in order to subjugate Israel”
(Shocher Tov 17:11).

[JHad anyone else [other than Nebuchadnezzar]
said [in praising God], “All the inhabitants of the
earth are reckoned for nothing’”” (Daniel 4:32),
people would say, ““He never ruled over two flies in
his life, yet he says [this]!” But it is fitting for
Nebuchadnezzar, of whom it is written, He
[Hashem] has made you ruler over them all (ibid.
2:38) to say it (Devarim Rabbah 1:5).

[JA stormy wind was coming from the north
(Ezekiel 1:4). And where did it go? To conquer the
entire world before the wicked Nebuchadnezzar,
so that the nations of the world would not say,
“The Holy One, Blessed is He, delivered His
children into the hands of lowly people’” [but now
that Nebuchadnezzar was made king over the
world’s greatest empire, it was not such a disgrace]
(Chagigah 13b).

U ' shall put a deer in the land of life (Ezekiel 26:20)
— a king who is swift as a deer [Nebuchadnezzar]
(Kesubos 111a).

D/M‘M
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] Nebuchadnezzar came and mixed Israel with the

nations of the world (Bereishis Rabbah 83:2).

[J [The town of] Luz was neither mixed [with other

peoples] by Sennacherib nor laid waste b
uchadnezzar (ibid. 69:8). T

[ Like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of
Babylon roasted in the fire (Jeremiah 29:22). He
made them like parched grains. .. They had gone
to Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter. .. [See Ahab son
of Kolaiah.] “Who permitted you to do this?”
Nebuchadnezzar asked them. “The Holy One,
Blessed is He,” they replied. “I will test you,” he
said, “as | tested Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.”
He cast them into the fiery furnace, and they were
burned (Sanhedrin 93a).

(] Nebuzaradan the chief executioner stood before
the king of Babylon in Jerusalem (Jeremiah 52:12).
Was the king of Babylon in Jerusalem? [Rather,] his
image was engraved on [Nebuzaradan'’s] carriage;
[alternatively, Nebuzaradan] feared him as if he
were standing before him (Sanhedrin 96b).

[ ] At the time that [Nebuchadnezzar] said, /I will
ascend above the high clouds” (Isaiah 14:14), a
Heavenly Voice proclaimed, “Wicked one, son of a
wicked one, descendant of the wicked Nimrod, the
[average] life span of man is [but] seventy years,
from the earth to the firmament is a five-hundred-
year journey, and the depth of the firmament is a
five-hundred-year journey. .. Only to the nether
world shall you be brought” (ibid. v. 15) (Pesachim

94b).

[JHe who sees [the remains of] the house of
Nebuchadnezzar should say, “‘Blessed be He Who
destroyed the house of the wicked Nebuchadnez-

zar"’ (Berachos 57b).

[] Terrible and dreadful is he (Habakkuk 1:7). This
refers to Nebuchadnezzar (Vayikra Rabbah 18:2).

[] Nebuchadnezzar had vessels made out of the
bones that were in the Dura Valley, and he drank
from them. When Ezekiel resurrected the?se bones,
chadnezzar on his mouth.
her, came to life, and
Targum Beshalach,

the vessels hit Nebu
Then the bones drew toget
stood on their feet (Tosafos,

Machzor Vitry 405).
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DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

[ For eighteen years, a Heavenly Voice called into
the house of Nebuchadnezzar, “/Bad servant, go up
and destroy your Master’s House!” But he was
afraid to go up [because] he did not believe that the
Holy One, Blessed is He, would destroy Jeru.salem.
What did he do? He practiced divination to find out
whether to go up or not. He shot an arrow for
Antioch, or Tyre, or Laodicea, and the arrow broke.
But when he shot an arrow for Jerusalem, it did not
break. Thus he knew that Jerusalem would be laid
waste by him (Shocher Tov 79:2).

[ Jerusalem would have been destroyed [even] if
Nebuchadnezzar had not arisen (Semachos 8).

[ The people of Israel said, “Nebuchadnezzar has
gathered all the money of the world; does he need
ours?” ““By your lives,” said the Holy One, Blessed
is He, I will make your money as precious to him
as spices’’ (Pesikta Eichah Rabbasi 5).

[J Nebuchadnezzar went up to Jerusalem three
times (Shocher Tov 118:12).

O The first [year of his reign] he exiled Jehoiakim
[king of Judah]; the second, Jehoiachin [king of
Judah]. He had [Jehoiachin] ride in his [Nebuchad-
nezzar’s] carriage because of [Jehoiachin’s] promi-
nence. And he exiled Zedekiah, making three exiles
in all (Bamidbar Rabbah 23:14).

[JWhen Nebuchadnezzar went up to capture
Jehoiakim, he stayed in Daphne near Antioch. The
Great Sanhedrin went down to greet him. ““Has the
time come for this House to be destroyed?”” they
asked [knowing from the prophets that it would be
destroyed]. “No,” he replied. “Jehoiakim king of
Judah has rebelled against me. Deliver him to me
and | will go away.” They went and told Jehoiakim,
“Nebuchadnezzar demands you from us.” He said
to them, “Is one life pushed aside for the sake of
another? Is it not written, You shall not deliver a
servant to his master” (Deuteronomy 23:16)
[which shows that even if Nebuchadnezzar would
not kill him but only enslave him, he should not be
handed over]? They replied, “/Did your forebear
[David] not do so to Sheba son of Bichri?” [See /I
Samuel 20:21,22.] Since he did not listen to them,
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they took him and chained him (Bereishis Rabbah
94:9).

] What did Nebuchadnezzar do to [Jehoiakim]? R’
Yehudah said: He ripped a donkey open and put
[Jehoiakim’s body] inside. R" Nechemiah said: He
cut up his body into olive-size pieces and threw it
to the dogs, and he crowned his son Jeconiah in his
place. Then he [Nebuchadnezzar] went down to
Babylon, [where] all the people of Babylon turned
out to hail him. “What have you done?” they
asked. “’Jehoiakim rebelled against me,”” he replied.
I killed him and crowned his son Jeconiah in his
place.” They said, “The saying goes: Do not rear
the good puppy of a bad dog. How much more so
the bad puppy of a bad dog!” He listened to them
and went up and stayed at Daphne near Antioch [to
capture Jeconiah] (Vayikra Rabbah 19:6).

[JThe Great Sanhedrin went down to greet him
and asked, ““Has the time come for this House to
be destroyed?”” He replied, “Give me the one
whom | appointed as your king, and | will go
away.” They came and told Jehoiachin king of
Judah, “Nebuchadnezzar seeks you.” Thereupon
he took the keys of the Temple and went up on the
roof of the Sanctuary. “Master of the World,”” he
said, “in the past we were faithful to You, and Your
keys were entrusted to our care. Now that we are
not faithful, Your keys are [returned] to You”
(Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:2).

[J Nebuchadnezzar, destroyer of the Temple, was
afraid to enter it. [The angel] Michael descended,
took hold of his horse, and brought him into the
Holy of Holies (Yalkut Shimoni, Koheles 989).

[JThe day Nebuchadnezzar attacked Israel, he
took away the priestly garments and the royal
robes (Pesikta Eichah Rabbasi 12).

[JWhen Nebuchadnezzar came to cause the first
exile, i.e., the exile of Jeconiah, his compassion was
aroused and he said, “Is there a descendant of
Josiah among you whom | may appoint as your
king?”” Josiah’s son Mattaniah was there, and
Nebuchadnezzar made him king over Jerusalem
(Pesikta Rabbasi 26:22).

[J Nebuchadnezzar [besieged Jerusalem] for three
and a half years (Eichah Rabbasi 1:40).
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LJAt the time that the wicked Nebuchadnezzar
exiled Israel, there were young men among them
whose beauty outshone the sun. The Babylonian
women saw them and lusted for them. By order of
the king, they [the young men of Israel] were
trampled (Sanhedrin 92b).

[JHe took away the throne that Solomon, in
his wisdom, had made (Yalkut Shimoni, Esther
1045).

L] “How can we sing the song of Hashem on alien
soil?”” (Psalms 137:4). When Nebuchadnezzar
found out [that the Levites had cut off their fingers
so that they could not play their harps], he [slew
multitudes of Jews and] piled their corpses in
mounds (Shocher Tov 137:5).

[IThere were no millstones in Babylon. When
Nebuchadnezzar went up [to Jerusalem], he loaded
[the Jewish captives] with millstones and brought
them down [to Babylon] (Eichah Rabbasi 5:14).

L] There were no cedars in Babylon. When Neb-
uchadnezzar came up [to the Land of Israel], he
uprooted cedars from [there] and replanted them
in Babylon (ibid. 1:30).

[J Nebuchadnezzar gathered his camps and went
forth against Jerusalem. Upon reaching Riblathah,
he stayed there, for he feared that [God] would do
to him as He had done to Sennacherib [namely,
destroy his camp]. At that time he summoned
Nebuzaradan, appointed him head of all the
armies, and told him, “Go conquer Jerusalem”
(Pesikta Rabbasi 26:54).

(] Her adversaries have become (chief) (Lamenta-
tions 1:5) refers to Nebuchadnezzar (Eichah Rab-
basi 1:31).

[JNebuchadnezzar gave Nebuzaradan three or-
ders concerning Jeremiah: “Take him and set your
eyes on him (Jeremiah 39:12) — but not on his
people; and do him no harm (ibid.) — but with his
people do as you please; do to him as he shall say
to you (ibid.) — but not to his people” (Pesikta
Eichah Rabbasi 34).

[J Nebuchadnezzar sent Nebuzaradan three hun-
dred mules laden with iron hammers [with which
to break the walls of Jerusalem] (Sanhedrin 96b).

[JNebuchadnezzar instructed  Nebuzaradan:
“Their God accepts penitents. When you conquer
them, do not allow them to pray, lest they repent.
Show them no mercy”’ (Eichah Rabbasi 5:5).

[J He instructed the wicked Nebuzaradan: “Take
heed, if you conquer them, not to let them sigh [as
a prayer]; pursue them like a lion”” (Ginzei Shechter
1:273).

[JWhen Nebuchadnezzar took the Jews captive,
he did not make stops anywhere in the Land of
Israel but pressed them on [relentlessly], for [the
Chaldeans] feared for their lives. “’Perhaps they will
repent,”” thought [the Chaldeans], ““and [God] will
do to us as He did to Sennacherib.” When they
came to the rivers of Babylon, and [the Chaldeans]
saw that [the Jews] were in their hands on
[Chaldean] soil, they immediately made a stop.
[The victors] turned to eat and drink, [the captives]
to weep and mourn (Pesikta Rabbasi 31:35).

[J Why did the people of Israel weep at the rivers of
Babylon? R’ Yochanan said: The Euphrates killed
more Jews than the wicked Nebuchadnezzar. In
the Land [of Israel], the Jews drank only rainwater.
When they were exiled to Babylon, they drank the
[polluted] waters of the Euphrates and many of
them died. Moreover, Nebuchadnezzar and all his
officers sat in a boat [where] various musical
instruments [were played for their enjoyment],
while all the kings of Judah, in iron chains, walked
naked on the banks of the river. The wicked
Nebuchadnezzar raised his eyes and saw them.
“Why are they walking erect, without a burden?”
he asked his servants. ““Have you no load to place
on their necks?”’ (Shocher Tov 137:3).

[ Nebuchadnezzar ordered that Torah scrolls be
sewn into sacks, filled with sand from the banks of
the Euphrates river, and loaded on their necks to
bend their backs (Targum Eichah 4:5).

[ The inhabitants of Be’eri and of other provinces
went out to greet [the captives]. Upon seeing that
the captives were naked, they removed the cloth-
ing of their manservants and maidservants, whom
they then presented as a tribute to Nebuchadnez-
zar, saying, “/Perhaps you are a king who loves the
naked.” [Thereupon] Nebuchadnezzar told them,
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“Go and clothe the Children of Israel’” (Shocher
Tov 137:3).

[] The ruler of Meishan, Nebuchadnezzar’s son-in-
law, sent to him: “From all of those captives that
you brought, you have not sent us any captives to
stand before us.”” [Nebuchadnezzar] wanted to
send him some of the Jews; [but] Paltiel son of
Benaiah said to him, ““We, who are important, will
stand before you;; our servants will go to him.” [He
thus saved lIsrael from being the servants of
servants (Rashi)] (Kiddushin 72b).

[OWhen Nebuchadnezzar descended from
Jerusalem to Babylon with the people of Zedekiah's
exile, the people of Jeconiah’s exile went out to
greet him. They were covered in garments [of
mourning] underneath and dressed in white gar-
ments [in honor of Nebuchadnezzar] on top. They
made motions of praising him with one hand and of
mourning with the other (Pesikta Eichah Rabbasi
23).

ZEDEKIAH

[JWhen Jeconiah was exiled, King Nebuchadnez-
zar appointed [Zedekiah] over the kings of Edom,
Moab, Amon, Tyre, and Zidon (Eichah Rabbasi
2:14).

[JNebuchadnezzar crowned [Zedekiah] king of
Jerusalem and said, ““Swear to me that you will not
rebel against me.”” Zedekiah replied, “/I swear with
my soul.” Said Nebuchadnezzar, “I will accept an
oath only on the Torah that was given on Mount
Sinai.” Nebuchadnezzar brought a Torah scroll and
placed it next to Zedekiah's knees, and made him
swear that he would not rebel. Yet before Neb-
uchadnezzar was back in his land, Zedekiah re-
belled against him (Pesikta Rabbasi 26:23)

[J Zedekiah encountered Nebuchadnezzar when
the latter was eating a live rabbit. “Swear to me,”
said Nebuchadnezzar, “that you will not revea| th’is
matter and bring scorn upon me.” [Zedekiah)
swore. Eventually [Zedekiah] regretted [his oath]
and asked a sage to annul it. It was annulled, and
the matter became known. Nebuchadnézzar
heard, and sent for the Sanhedrin and Zedekiah
“See what Zedekiah has done!” he said. “Did hé
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not swear in the Name of Heaven that he would not
reveal it?”” They replied, “He asked [for an annul-
ment] of his oath.”” “Is it possible to ask and have
an oath annulled?” asked [Nebuchadnezzar].
“Yes,"" they replied. ““In the presence [of the one to
whom he swore] or not?”” asked [Nebuchadnez-
zar]. “In his presence,” they replied. “What have
you done?” he [demanded]. “Why did you not say
so to Zedekiah [when he asked to have his oath to
me annulled]?”” The elders of the daughter of Zion
sat on the ground in silence (Lamentations 2:10)
(Nedarim 65a).

[] Zedekiah went to bring up a tribute. Nebuchad-
nezzar said to him, “’Eat with me at noon.” A meal
was prepared, the likes of which was not eaten in
the Land of Israel. Lightly roasted [almost raw]
meat was brought before him. [Zedekiah] saw
Nebuchadnezzar eating, his spittle dripping on his
beard. Zedekiah looked at him in wonder and
thought, ““To this one the whole world is subju-
gated!” After eating, Nebuchadnezzar made
Zedekiah swear that he would not leave him and go
back to his land. [However,] he departed and came
to the Land of Israel, scorning [Nebuchadnezzar]
and ignoring the oath (Tanchuma, ed. Buber,
Va’eira 18).

[J [Nebuchadnezzar] had Zedekiah swear by the
corners of the inner altar [that he would not
rebel]. What did that wicked one do to him
[when he broke his promise]? He fed him hot
barley bread and gave him wine to drink from
his wine press so that his bowels would be

loose [in order to disgrace him] (Esther Rabbah
3:1).

JHe [Nebuchadnezzar] wished to sit on the
throne made by Solomon and to judge Zedekiah at
Riblah, but a lion [from the throne] struck him and
he fell. He then brought [the throne] to Babylon
(Aggadas Esther 1:2).

[ That wicked one [Nebuchadnezzar] wished to
use Zedekiah for sodomy, [whereupon] his uncir-
cumcised organ was extended [to cause him public
humiliation] (Shabbos 149b).

U Nebuchadnezzar died during Zedekiah'’s lifetime
(Moed Katan 28h)
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DANIEL AND THE DREAM

[] Concerning Nebuchadnezzar it is written, And
his spirit was greatly disturbed (Danje| 2:1). [The
word pysnm indicates that] he both forgot his
dream and [did not know] its interpretation. Others
say he had a double dream. Nebuchadnezzar told
[the astrologers], “I know that if | tell you the
dream, you will make up something and say, ‘This
is [the] interpretation.” Therefore, tell me the
dream” (ibid. v. 7). They answered him and said,
“Tell us the dream” (ibid.). He said to them, */| say
to you, ‘Tell me,” and you say, ‘Tell us.” Do you
think you will converse with me until noon?” They
said, “The king’s request is difficult. This requires
prophecy, but there is no longer the Urim VeTu-
mim’’ [used by the high priest to receive messages

from God]. “If the Temple was so wonderful,”” he
demanded, “why did you advise me to destroy
it?”” Thereupon he became angry. .. (Tanchuma
Mikeitz 2).

LI [Daniel] replied, ““My lord, let the dream be upon
your foes, and its interpretation on your enemies!”
(Daniel 4:16). Who is Nebuchadnezzar’s enemy [if
not] Israel? Rather, Daniel looked heavenward and
said, “My Lord and Sovereign, let the dream and its
interpretation be fulfilled in Nebuchadnezzar, Your
foe and enemy.” Upon [hearing] the dream and its
interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar asked, ‘‘Daniel,
what do you advise me?” He replied, “Redeem
your error with charity” (ibid. v. 24). Would it enter
your mind that the righteous Daniel would give
such advice to Nebuchadnezzar, the enemy of the
Omnipresent? Rather, since he saw that the Jews in
exile were suffering hunger, he gave this advice out
of compassion for them. [Moreover,] he knew that
eventually [Nebuchadnezzar] would get angry and
change his mind. Forthwith, that wicked one
opened up his treasuries and distributed [charity]
to [the poor] for twelve months. After twelve
months that wicked one forgot the dream. He
was walking atop his palace [when] he heard
the sound of a mob and the cries of the poor before
his treasuries. ““What is this turmoil that I hear?”
he asked his servants. They replied, ““The poor
Whom you exiled are asking for their stipends.

Thereupon stinginess entered him. He said, “If not

put their neck un
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for my treasures, how w
state?” He immediate
distribution to the poo
Mishpatim 4)

ould I have built this whole
ly commanded [that the
rl be stopped (Tanchuma

[JAs long as he was gracious to the poor, that
dr.eam was not fulfilled. As soon as he became
stingy toward them, his appearance changed and
he was driven from mankind (Zohar 1:13b)

] Three were in the same counsel [to keep
Daniel away when Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
were thrown into the flaming kiln]: The Holy One,
Blessed is He, Daniel, and Nebuchadnezzar . . .
Nebuchadnezzar said, ““Let Daniel go from here so
that it will not be said, '[Nebuchadnezzar] burned
his god [i.e., Daniel],””” for [Nebuchadnezzar]
worshiped [Daniel] (Sanhedrin 93a)

THE IMAGE AND THE FIERY FURNACE

[JKing Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold,
its height sixty cubits, its width six cubits (Daniel
3:1). Since the width was not a third of the height,
it could not stand. They kept putting it up and
it kept falling until they brought all the silver and
gold that they had taken out of Jerusalem and
poured a base for its feet (Pesikta Eichah Rabbasi

23}

[] Nebuchadnezzar selected three from each na-
tion [to bow down to the image]. From Israel
[the] three [were] Hananiah, Mishael, and Azaria}h
(Shir HaShirim Rabbah 7:9). Nebuchadnezzar said
to them, “Have you come to make my idols
null and void? Does idolatry not come mgmly
from you? Is it not written ... whoie /dgls
were from Jerusalem and from Samaria?”’ (Isaiah

10:10).

[] [Nebuchadnezzar said to them,] “Did Jerglrlmal;
not say: ‘The nation and the kingdom that will no
der the yoke of the king 'of
Babylon, that nation will I visit, said Hasher?;e:/ételz
the sword, and with famine, ar7d with pgs /.n .
(Jeremiah 27:8)? Either you fulfill the ’tl)egmm gah
the verse, or else | will fulfill the end. [};(i.anoa.nluo,
Mishael, ,and Azariah] answered thees /n(l;J &
Nebuchadnezzar (Danie/.3:16.), in hta;( OZ Les
king over us but in this thing thal'y
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR /18372131

: to worship this idol], you are
Fzstt(]) nde%tﬁzzzﬂz.’zzar [a homiletical breakdown of
liis name to three words, nevu, cad, neﬁjr:aw-)j]
bark (noveach) like a dog, are bloated | (i/ Jk rg
(cad), and chirp like a cricket (tzartzur)" (Vayi

Rabbah 33:6). .
[ Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury
(Daniel 3:19). He said, “If the kiln is usually hfea.te‘d
with one bundle, let it now be lit with seveq; if |t. is
usually lit with seven, let it now be lit with
forty-nine”” (Shocher Tov 28:2).

[JSix miracles were wrought that day: the furnace
rose [above the ground for all to see (Rashi)]; [part.s
of the furnace wall] broke [so all could see into it
(Rashi)]; its plaster melted [and flowed out]; four
kings and their men [who assisted Nebuchadnez-
zar in throwing Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
into the furnace (Rashi)] were burnt; the image fell
on its face; and Ezekiel resurrected the dead in the
plain of Dura (Sanhedrin 92b).

[OWhen Nebuchadnezzar threw Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah into the flaming kiln, the
angel Jurkami, who is the heavenly prince of hail,
stood before the Holy One, Blessed is He, and said,
“Master of the World, | will descend and cool the
furnace and save these righteous men.” Gabriel
said to him, “The might of the Holy One, Blessed is
He, is not [best displayed] in this [manner],
because you are the heavenly prince of hail, and
everyone knows that water extinguishes fire.
Rather, |, the heavenly prince of fire, will descend
x?hocliolﬁ[:)ti] flu::ielllce] within while heaj(ing it

: perform a miracle within a

Lniracle.” The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to him
Descend!” (Pesachim 1183) I

D When Nebughadnezzar saw Gabriel in the flam-
ingkiln, all his limbs trembled. He said, “This is the
angel whom I saw in the war of Sennacherib, [the

angel] who burned his ent;
: t " _
moni, Daniel 1062). ntre camp” (Yalkut Shi-

DAt the time that
Mishael, and Aza
HOIy Onel BIeSS

Nebuchadnezzar cast Hananiah

riah into the fiery furnace, the
e('i Is He, said to Ezekiel, “Go

NEBUCHADNEZZAR / XT3

soon as he had resurrected them, the bones came
and slapped that wicked one [Nebuchadnezzar] on
his face. “What is the nature of these?”” he asked
The reply came: “Their friend is resurrecting thé
dead in the Dura Valley. . ."”” (Sanhedrin 92b).

[] Let Nebuchadnezzar come and testify that Hana-
niah, Mishael, and Azariah did not bow down tg an
image (Avodah Zarah 3a).

[JHallel was said by Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah when they were attacked by the wicked
Nebuchadnezzar (Pesachim 117a).

[] Nebuchadnezzar said: “The form of the fourth
[image in the burning furnace] is like that of a son of
God” (Daniel 3:25) [a reference to the angel
Gabriel]. At that moment, an angel descended and
slapped that wicked one [Nebuchadnezzar] on his
mouth. “Correct your words,”” he said. “Does He
have a son?” [Thereupon Nebuchadnezzar] said,
“Blessed is the God of [Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah]”’ (ibid. v. 28) (Yerushalmi Shabbos 6:9).

[J Nebuchadnezzar tried to convince Daniel [to
bow down to the image]. “Come and see what itis
able to do,” he said, “and you will bow down
before it willingly.”” The wicked [Nebuchadnezzar]
placed the high priest’s frontlet (Y¥) in the mouth
[of the image]. Then he assembled all the musi-
cians to sing praises before it, [following which the
image] said, “I am Hashem your God.” Daniel
asked, “Will you not permit me to go up and kiss
this image on its mouth?”” “Why on its mouth?”
asked [Nebuchadnezzar]. “Because it speaks
well,” answered [Daniel]. Permission was granted.
[Daniel] climbed up and said to the frontlet, /I am
a human being, a messenger of the Holy One,
Blessed is He. Take heed that the Name of Hgaven
be not desecrated through you.” Then he kissed
[the image] and took the [frontlet] from its m.O}Jth-
After [Daniel] had descended, all the mUS'C'a‘L15
again assembled and sang praises befqre [the
image]. This time, however, [the image] did noth-
ing. At that moment, the wind overturned trle
image. Upon seeing this, the nations of.the WOIIS
smashed their idols and made them .mto ben/
which they hung about the necks of their dogs @
donkeys (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 7:9)-




, L

NEBUCHADNEZZAR / 71X1725123

GOOD DEEDS

JWhen King Nebuchadnezzar witnessed the
miraculous salvation of Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah from the fiery inferno, he was so impressed
that he was prepared to recite before God songs
and praises of more grandeur and beauty than
those found in the entire Book of Psalms. But an
angel descended and struck him on the mouth
(Sanhedrin 92b, Rashi).

[JAll that David expressed in the Book of Psalms,
that wicked one included in a single verse: |,
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and glorify the
King of Heaven, all of Whose works are truth;
His path is justice, and those who walk proudly
He is able to humble (Daniel 4:34) (Shocher Tov
5:10).

[JHe opened his treasuries and supported [the
poor of] Israel for twelve months (Shemos Rab-
bah 30:24).

BANISHMENT AND DEATH

[ Said Nebuchadnezzar, “'The people of the world
are not worthy of having me dwell among them. /
will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will
be like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:14). The Holy
One, Blessed is He, said to him, “You are not
worthy of dwelling among them. You will be driven

from mankind”’ (Daniel 4:29) (Bamidbar Rabbah
9:24),

[JWhat did the Holy One, Blessed is He, do to
him? He banished him to the desert while he was

still king, and fed him grass like the cattle (Shemos
Rabbah 8:2).

L Throughout the seven years of Nebuchadnez-
zar's [madness], Evil-merodach served as king in
his place. When [Nebuchadnezzar] returned, [Evil-
Merodach] was put in jail — and whoever was put
in jail in [Nebuchadnezzar’s] days never left. After
[Nebuchadnezzar] died, the [people] wished t.o
Crown Evil-merodach [as permanent king]. “I will
not listen to you’” he said. “‘The first time | Iiste.ned
to you, [Nebuchadnezzar] put me in jail. [This t|me]
he will kil me.” [Evil-merodach] did not believe
them [that Nebuchadnezzar had died] until they
dragged [Nebuchadnezzar's body] and threw it

NABOTH / mia3

[Nebuchadnezzar’s] ene-

i : :
'€5 came and pierced it with a sword (Vayikra

Rabbah 18:2).

[J Nebuchadnezzar gathered all the wealth of the
world, and he did not want another to enjoy his
wealth. When he was about to die, he said ”S)I;all [
Igave all this money to [my son] Evi[2” Helordered
blg.copper boats built, filled them with mone

buried them [in the earth], and diverted thyé
Euphrates so that it covered them. The day Cyrus
decreed that the Temple be rebuilt, the Holy One,

Blessed is He revealed them [to him] (E
; th
Rabbah 2:1). L

[JWhen that wicked one descended to Gehin-
nom, all those who had [already] descended
to Gehinnom were agitated, [for they] said,
“Perhaps he has come to rule over us!”” (Shabbos
149b).

[ISee also Daniel; Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah; Evil-merodach

ni3) — Naboth (I Kings 21:1)

CJAll the names [of lordship] mentioned in con-
nection with Naboth are sacred (Shavuos 35b).

] “Behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, having
gone there to inherit it” (I Kings 21:18). [Since
Naboth] was [Ahab’s] cousin, [Ahab] was the
rightful heir [to Naboth’s vineyard after] he
had killed [Naboth] and his sons (Sanhedrin

48b).

[] Naboth had a beautiful voice. He would go up to
Jerusalem [for the festival pilgrimages], »and all of
Israel would assemble to hear his voice. On;g
[when] he did not go, unscrupulous people t;esfl];
fied against him [that :e'cursed g;;??ﬁ!{t?e i
iched. What brought it upon nim:
E(e);lsr:iie the festival pilgrirTlage to /J:r?fgi,l,::),:?
honor the Holy One, Blessed is He (Yalku ;

Melachim 221). | |
iri d said, I will entice
t went forth. .. an A
E T?’e(lslgzggs 22:21). This was the spirit of Naboth
im 512252

(Shabbos 149b).
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NOBAH / 1131

(Numbers 32:42)

na — Nobah
[] Nobah was one of thos
after the death of our teac
Rabbah 9). '
h. he renamed it Nobah

When he captured Kenath,

[s:(l)that his name would be remembered, for he had

no children (Midrash Aggadah, Bamidbar 32:38).

(] He called it [the city of Kenath] Nobah (Numbers
32:42). That name did not endure (Ruth Rabbah

5:5).

e born in Egypt. He died
her Moses (Seder Olam

v3) — Nebat .
[Father of Jeroboam, who rebelled against

Solomon] (I Kings 11:26)

[ Nebat, Michah, and Sheba son of Bichri are the
same person. [He was called] Nebat because he
envisioned (v2») but did not see [he did not
interpret his vision properly; see below], Micah
(n>n) because he had been crushed (70o0m)) by a
building [see Micah]. His [real] name was Sheba
son of Bichri (Sanhedrin 101b).

[INebat saw fire emerging from his body. He
thought [it was a sign] that he would become king.
It was not so. Rather, Jeroboam, who issued from
him [became king] (ibid.).

23) — Nabal
[First husband of Abigail] (I Samuel (25:3)

O Hashem smote Nabal so that he died (ibid. v.
38). 'Wh.at brought it upon him? That he was
wanting in good deeds. Nabal is Laban (129) — the
Iehtters [of both names] are the same [they both
:h:rsdlthe same deceitful traits], He even denied
i : Z.O:e, Bl(?ssed is He, as it is written, Nabal
e dIS fgfgé d"’ef:ere ils no God!” (Psalms 14:1).
re i
thoughts of idolatry (Shoji::eorn;ovasn?:jﬂ ) e

UOHe sough
: 8Nt power and res
himself (Otzar HaMidrashim 2Z§§ted no one but

of such a distingyish
nhedrin 2:3) 50

Pass about ten ¢,
abal (j Samue| 25.

(Yerushafm; Sa
Ot came ¢ '

ys after, that Hashem
38). Those ten days

410 / ency,
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NADAB AND ABIHU / 11331 34

corresponded to the meal that Nabal haq given
David’s ten men (Rosh Hashanah 18a) 1o

[]The Holy One, Blessed is He, suspended h;
punishment for ten days, like the ten days b@lweels
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, so that he woulg
repent. But he did not (Yerushalmi Bikkurim 7.1.
see also Rosh Hashanah 18a). ‘h

[1The Holy One, Blessed is He, suspended hjs
punishment during the seven days of mourning for
Samuel, so that the mourning for [Nabal] would not
be mixed with the mourning for the righteous
[Samuel]. He lived another three days and then
died in a plague (Yerushalmi Bikkurim 2:1).

11381 373 — Nadab and Abihu

[Sons of Aaron] (Exodus 6:23)

[JNadab and Abihu were handsome youths (Tar-
gum Yonasan, Shemos 24:11).

[(JThey did not have wives [because] they were
arrogant. Many women remained unmarried, wait-
ing for them, [but] they said, “‘Our father’s brother
[Moses] is king, our mother’s brother [Nahshon] is
prince [of his Tribe], our father [Aaron] is high
priest, and we are assistant high priests. What
women are suitable for us?” (Vayikra Rabbah
20:10).

[J They raised a disturbance between the congre-
gation of Israel and the Holy One, Blessed is He,
(Zohar 3:38b).

[JMoses and Aaron were going their w !
Nadab and Abihu were walking behind them. Said
Nadab to Abihu, “When will these two old men
die, and you and | lead the generation?” The Holy
One, Blessed is He, said to them, “Let us S€€ who
will bury whom’” (Sanhedrin 52a).

[J At Mount Sinai they had already receive ’
death warrant. They beheld God, and they e athe
drank (Exodus 24:11); they feasted their eyes (?n,-en
Shechinah like a person who looks at his rone,
while eating and drinking. Said the HOZ- turb-
Blessed is He, “If I kill them now, | ol beh ;;'10)'
ing the joy of My children”” (Vayikra Rabped

He dld
U Upon the nobles of the children oflsrae;/ea /
not set forth His hand (Exodus 24:11): [ns

ay, and

d their
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NADAB AND ABIHU / 1119aN1 313

waited for them until the eighth day [of the
dedication of the Tabernacle] (Targum Yonasan)

[ They [Nadab and Abihu] had no transgression
other than this. Wherever their death is mentioned
their sin is mentioned, so that people should noi
say, “They had hidden misdeeds for which they
died”” (Vayikra Rabbah 20:8).

[JWhen the sons of Aaron saw that all the
sacrifices had been offered and everything had
been done, yet the Shechinah still did not descend
to Israel, Nadab said to Abihu, ““Does anyone cook
without fire?” Thereupon they brought an alien fire
(Leviticus 10:1) from the stove (Sifra Shemini 1).

[1Aaron’s sons did not die until they had rendered
a halachic decision in the presence of their teacher
Moses [concerning the use of a man-made fire on
the altar] (Eiruvin 63a).

[ ] Aaron’s sons died because of four things: enter-
ing the Holy of Holies, offering a sacrifice that they
had not been commanded [to offer], bringing an
alien fire, and failing to consult each other (Vayikra
Rabbah 20:8).

[JTwo threads of fire emerged from the Holy of
Holies and split into four. Two entered the nostrils
of this one [Nadab] and two entered the nostrils of
that one [Abihu and] burned the soul, [killing them]
while leaving the body intact (Sanhedrin 52a).

LI [Their cousins] caught their garments with iron
hooks, took them out [of the Holy of Holies], and
buried them outside the camp (Targum Yonasan,
Vayikra 10:5).

L] ““[The Tabernacle] will be sanctified by My glory”
(Exodus 29:43). The Holy One, Blessed is He, told
Moses this, but he did not understand until Aaron’s
sons  died, [whereupon] he said, “Aaron my
brother, your sons died only to sanctify the Name
of the Holy One, Blessed is He'” (Zevachim 115b).

D The deaths of Nadab and Abihu were recorded
In a few places [in the Torah] to teach that there
Was sadness in the presence of Hashem about
them, for Aaron’s sons were beloved [by God]
(Bamidbar Rabbah 2:23).

O The Holy One, Blessed is He, told Moses, “Tell
your brother Aaron: I did a great kindness for you

NOAH / m3

and accorded YOU great honor w

were burned, | placed them withj
tions, even within (that]

if they had remaineq ali

hen your sons
n all the partj-
of Moses your brother [for
ve, they would haye been
and would have been

required to live outside the camp of Israel]”

(Pesikta Rabbasj 48:2).

TV — Noadiah (Nehemiah 6:14)

DShemaiah son of Daliah advised Nehemiah to
sleep in the Temple. His name was therefore
changed to Noadiah, as in Who congregate

(noadim) against Hashem (Numbers 16:11:) (Ag-
gadas Esther 5:29)

Nl — Noah (Genesis 5:29)

PERSONALITY / RIGHTEOUSNESS / THE ARK / AFTER
THE FLOOD / SACRIFICES / INTOXICATION

PERSONALITY

L] There were ten generations from Adam to Noah
(Avos 5:2).

[ Methuselah, who was a great scholar, warned
[Noah’s] father not to call [Noah] by his [correct]
name, lest the people of the Flood kill him through
sorcery [which is effective only if the correct name
is used]. When he was born, [Methuselah] named
him Noah, but to [the child’s] father [Lamech] he
said, “Call him Menahem [publicly], meaning this
one will comfort us” (Genesis 5:29) (Yalkut Shi-

moni, Bereishis 42).

[] After Adam sinned, [everything in the worlfj]
rebelled against him; the cow and the furrow did
not obey the plower. When Noah arose, they
urested” [from their rebellion] (Bereishis Rabbah

25:2).

[] Until Noah appeare
the generation of Enos
arose, it rested (ibid.).

d, the water rose and flooded
hin their graves. When Noah

orn, they did not reap what

they had sown; they would sow wheatbarlcri] riﬁz

thorns and thistles. When Noah was 0 ,and
rld returned toa state of natural functioning,

wo

Moreover, until
d what they had sown.
Se;/hrf:/];):born they had labored by hand. When
0 /

[] Before Noah was b
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NOAH /™

(LI
Noah was born, he fashioned tools for plowing an

working (Tanchuma Bereishis 11). .
Al his contemporarlies[Eegg:]a;tt?:ea;ggeeoof fivé
sixty, or seventy, but he [be : A
Holy One, Blessed is He,
:Enrl]:rr::frg:: himzo that he would no.t have a sc;r;
one hundred years old [the age at wh@h onef\t/I
liable to Divine punishment] at.the [time] O ;]e
Flood and who would perish with the rest of the
generation, and SO that he would' not beget
abundant offspring who would perish [in] the Flood
(Shocher Tov 1:12).
(] He was a scholar who understood the languages
of all creatures (Zohar Chadash 22b).
[] Noah compiled a book of cures that he had heard
from the angel Raphael (Beis HaMidrash 3:156).

[J He said to [the people of his generation], “Fools!
You forsake Him whose voice breaks cedars, and
then you bow down to dry wood” (Bereishis
Rabbah 31:3).

[JThe deeds of Noah's wife were equal to Noah’s
(Mishlei Rabbasi 30).

J Noah was lacking in [complete] faith. If the water
had not reached his ankles, he would not have
entered the Ark (Bereishis Rabbah 32:6).

[JNoah survived not because he was worthy, but
because the Holy One, Blessed is He, foresaw that

Moses would eventually issue from him (ibid.
26:6).

OAlthough Noah was righteous, he was not
worthy of having the Holy One, Blessed is He,
protect the world in his merit (Zohar 1:68a).

ONoah was afraid that

h . .
wicked (ibid.). S die vt the

[JCome and see the differe

and others: When the Hol
One, BI i
Moses, “Now fet Me aloniz. ) Pl L

them, and Iwill mak - that | may consume

e Of i 1/
32:10), Moses il You agreat nation”’ (Exodys

“Shall | abandon '
for my personal benefitz Mo e

(ibid. v, 11). But when the

nce between Moses

: Ises besought Hashem
it Oly One, Blessed i
Noah that He would save him insih(els/l;:i,

[Noah) did ot
pray for th
and they perished (Zohar ﬁs[gs;)p‘e of the] world,
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NOAH N3

[ Noah lived ten years after the Dispersion (

M55
(Seder Olam Rabbah 1). N)

RIGHTEOUSNESS

[J Three righteous men were the foundation of the
world: Adam, Noah, and Abraham (Shocher P
34:1).

[JNoah was a righteous man, perfect in his
generations (Genesis 6:9). In his generations [he
was considered righteous], but he would not [have
been considered righteous] in other generations.
Reish Lakish said: In his generations [he was
righteous], and surely [he would have been] in
other generations (Sanhedrin 108a).

[ These are the offspring of Noah (Genesis 6:9).
[His contemporaries] did not want to produce
offspring, but he did (Bereishis Rabbah 30:2).

[J [From the beginning] Noah was designated for a
miracle (ibid. 30:8).

[J The righteous Noah rebuked [the generation of
the Flood with] harsh words, but they scoffed at
him (Sanhedrin 108b).

[J Noah was born circumcised (Shocher Tov 9:7).

[ Praiseworthy is the man . .. (Psalms 1:1) refers
to Noah. He walked not in the counsel of the_
wicked (ibid.) for three generations: [those] of
Enosh, the Flood, and the Dispersion (73997). But
his desire is in the Torah of Hashem (ibid. V. 2)
refers to the seven [Noahide] precepts. And in
His Torah he meditates (ibid.) [means that] he
deduced one thing from another (Shocher Tov
1:12).

[J[Noah did mighty acts of kindnessf for hei
supported and sustained his father and hl.S fathe}r t
father, and all his forefathers who were alive at thd
time (Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu Rabbah 16).

[ONoah saw that the deeds of mankind wet;z
corrupt, [so] he hid himself in order not 'tnO el
caught up in their ways, and he engaged | an
service of God. He studied the books of Adamco .
Enoch, from which he learned how t0 SerVeffer a
How else could Noah have known t i
sacrifice to his Creator? (Zohar 1:58)-




e

NOAH / 13

] Noah was commanded [not to eat] a limb from 4
living animal (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 12:6)

[JNoah fulfilled what is written in the Torah:
Noah built an altar to Hashem and took of eye
clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered
burnt offerings (Genesis 8:20) (Vayikra Rabbah
2:10).

THE ARK

[ During the 120 years [preceding the Flood],
Noah planted cedars and cut them down. “What is
this for?”” he was asked. “The Sovereign of the
Universe has said that He will bring a flood upon
the world,” he replied. “If He brings a flood,” they
said, “He will bring it only on your house.” When
Methuselah [Noah's grandfather] died, they said to
him, “See, the deluge has come only on your
house.” They mocked him, calling him “despised
old man”’ (Bereishis Rabbah 30:7).

L] “This is how you should make [the Ark]”
(Genesis 6:15). The Holy One, Blessed is He,
showed Noah [so to speak] with his finger: “Thus
and so shall you make it”” (Yalkut Shimoni, Noach
53).

[JNoah spent fifty years building the Ark. A great
secret was revealed to him so that he knew which
lrees needed to be in the earth 120 years, and these
he planted at the beginning of the 120 years; which
cedar attains a height of fifty cubits... (Batei
Midrashos 2:92).

[JIn the upper story Noah made a window through
which one could see from one end of the world to
the other (Yelamdeinu; Batei Midrashos 1:149).

[J“Go to Pishon and take from there precious
Pearls, and put them in the Ark for illumination”
(Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 6:15).

U He took precious stones and pearls into the Ark.
When they were dim he knew it was day, and when

they shone he knew it was night (Yerushalmi
Pesachim 1.1).

U Marital relations were forbidden in the Ark
(Sanhedrin 108b).

[INoah saw the Angel of Death approaching him,
S0 he entered the Ark to hide (Zohar 1:68b).

they had not
Pecies (Rashi)]. He had

;] He took in pressed figs, vines for the elephants
cistus shrubs for the deer, glass beads for thé

ostriches, and shoots for futur i
' e pl -
Rabbah 31:13). planting (Bereishis

L From all that lives (Genesis 6:19). Even spirits

entered the Ark with Noah (Bereishis Rabbah
31:13).

[1Hashem shut [the Ark] on his behalf (Genesis
7:16). [The people] sought to overturn the Ark, and
[God] surrounded it with lions so that they would
not be able to touch it (Bereishis Rabbah 32:8)

[ Throughout those twelve months, Noah and his
sons did not sleep, for they had to feed the cattle,
beasts, and birds. Some animals eat at two hours
into the night, some at three. Once Noah was late
feeding the lion. It struck him, and he came away
limping (Tanchuma Noach 9).

(] Throughout those twelve months, Noah trod on
snakes and scorpions, but they did not harm him
(Shocher Tov 91:8).

[JThe mouse emerged from [its] hole, went to
Noah, and said to him, “Do a kindness for me and
sew my cheek, for my enemy the cat ripped it..” He
brought hair from a pig’s tail arld seyved it up
(Aleph Beis d’Ben Sira; Otzar HaMidrashim 48).

[]Noah did not know what the chamgleon eats.
Once [when] he was sitting and cutting pome-
granates, a worm fell out and [the chameleon] ate
it. From then on he would gather thistles, and when
tf;ey became wormy, [the chameleon] would eat
them (Sanhedrin 108b).
nd a bird called Urshina asleep
?II
in the hold of the Ark. Do you rllqt neT'ddfoSi;d
he asked it. “‘Il saw you were busy,” It feg 'Z /Noah
| ble you.” Sai /
ht | would not trou 2l
!’;:];;)yu%t be His will that you should never die

(ibid.).

[] Once Noah fou
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[ For twelve months the Ark was in the water like
a ship in the sea (Shocher Tov 1:12).

O Only Noah survived (Genesis 7:23). Even he
coughed up blood because of the cold (Bereishis
Rabbah 32:11).

[ [Everyone perished] except for Og king of
Bashan, who sat on a plank beneath the ladder of
the Ark and swore to Noah and his sons that he
would be their slave forever. Noah made an
aperture in the Ark, [through which] he would put
out food daily. In this way [Og] survived (Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer 23).

AFTER THE FLOOD

[J As long as the world was being judged, [God's]
name is not mentioned. As soon as the judgment
was over, it is written, God remembered Noah
(Genesis 8:1) (Zohar 1:69b).

[0 When Noah was in the Ark, he prayed, “Release
my soul from confinement” (Psalms 142:8).
“Noah,” said the Holy One, Blessed is He, “it has
been decreed that you will not go forth from this
confinement until twelve months have passed”
(Yelamdeinu; Yalkut HaMechiri, Yeshayahu 49:9).

[ He sent out a raven (Genesis 8:7). “Master of the
World,” said Noah, “I know that You are merciful,
but You did not have mercy on Your children, [like
the raven], who is cruel to its young.” He sent out
the raven as a hint (Zohar Chadash 22b).

[ He sent out a raven (Genesis 8:7). The raven gave
Noah a devastating retort: “Your Master [God]
hates me and you hate me. Your Master hated me,
for from the clean creatures He took seven [of each
species into the Ark], but from the unclean, [of
which | am included, only] two. You hate me, for
you leave the species of seven and take a species of
two [i.e., you are sending me out of the Ark, when
I'am one of only two]. Should the angel of heat or
cold attack me, will the world not be short of one
species? Or perhaps you desire my mate!”’
“Wicked one!” said [Noah. “Even my wife,] who is
[ordinarily] permitted to me, is [now] forbidden to
me [for marital relations were forbidden in the Ark].
How much more so [your mate], which is [always]
forbidden to me!” (Sanhedrin 108b).

414 | ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

[] He sent out a dove from him (Genesis 8:8). The
clean birds lived together with the righteous [i.e., in
the same part of the Ark as Noah and his family]
(Sanhedrin 108b).

[]He [Noah] was not willing to go forth from the
Ark, saying, ““Shall | go out and procreate to see my
seed perish?”” until the Holy One, Blessed is He,
swore to him that he would not bring [another]
flood to the world (Yalkut Shimoni, Noach 59).

[JWhen he left the Ark and saw the world
desolate, he began to weep. ““Master of the
World,” he said, “You are called All Merciful; You
should have shown compassion towards Your
handiwork.”” “Foolish shepherd!” replied the Holy
One, Blessed is He. “Now you say this? Why did
you not say it when I told you, 1 am about to bring
the floodwaters’ (Genesis 6:17)?2 | told you, so that
you would pray for mercy for the world. But as
soon as you heard that you would be spared, you
were complacent. And now you open your
mouth?”” When he heard this, Noah offered sacri-
fices (Zohar 1:254b).

1t was proper for [Pharaoh] to tell [Moses],
“Show a wonder” (Exodus 7:9), for Noach did
likewise. After the Holy One, Blessed is He, had
wrought all the miracles for him in the Ark and
taken him out of it and told him, “Never again shall
there be a flood” (Genesis 9:11), Noah asked for a
sign. Then the Holy One, Blessed is He, told him, “/
have set My bow in the cloud”” (ibid. v. 13) (Shemos
Rabbah 9:1).

[ After the Flood, he procreated and populated the
whole world (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 5:32).

SACRIFICES

[JAdam was the world’s firstborn. When he
offered his sacrifice, he wore the garments of the
high priesthood, and [thereafter] the firstborn used
them [in the service of God]. When Adam died,
they passed to Seth. From Seth they passed to
Methuselah, and from Methuselah to Noah, [whol
offered a sacrifice. When Noah died, they passed to
Shem (Bamidbar Rabbah 4:8).

(0 When Noah went out of the Ark, a lion hit him,
injuring him so that he was not fit to offer sacrifices.
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His son Shem sacrificed in his place (Bereishis
Rabbah 30:6).

[J He offered burnt offerings on the altar (Genesis
8:20), [for] he thought, “Perhaps all my merits
have been used up in my being saved [from the
Flood] and I have none left.” Forthwith, Noah built
an altar (ibid.). That was the altar on which Adam
had sacrificed. The wicked had destroyed it, and
Noah now rebuilt it (Zohar 1:70a).

[ He offered burnt offerings on the altar (Genesis
8:20) — on the great altar in Jerusalem (Bereishis
Rabbah 34:9).

[INoah offered those sacrifices to atone for the
curse of the earth (Bamidbar Rabbah 14:12).

L] The ox offered by Adam, the bullock offered by
Noah, and the ram [offered by] Abraham all had
their horns before their hooves [i.e., they were
created fully grown on the twilight of the eve of the
Sabbath and their heads were created before their
legs, so that they had horns before hooves (Binyan
Yehoshua)] (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 1:8).

INTOXICATION

LINoah, man of the earth (Genesis 9:20). He
devoted himself heart and soul to redeeming it
from the curse (Zohar Chadash 22b).

LINoah was not careful to serve the Holy One,
Blessed is He. Instead, he planted a vineyard
(Shocher Tov 118:11).

[l He planted a vineyard (Genesis 9:20). Whence
did he get it? He had taken vines and young shoots
into the Ark with him (Bereishis Rabbah 36:2).

L He found a vine that the river had brought from
the Garden of Eden, and he planted it. It flourished
in a day; its grapes ripened and he pressed them
(Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 9:20).

[J What did the Satan do? He slaughtered a sheep,
a lion, a pig, and a monkey beneath the vine, and
the vineyard was watered by their blood. [This was
Mmeant as a sign that before drinking wine, man is
tame as a sheep; once drunk he becomes like a
monkey] (Tanchuma Noach 13).

[J“Noah,” said the Holy One, Blessed is He,
“should you not have learned from Adam, whose

[downfall] was caused by wine?”” [For] the tree of
which Adam ate was a vine (Sanhedrin 70a).

[J Canaan entered and saw Noah'’s nakedness. He
castrated him, and then he went out and told his
brethren. Ham entered and saw and did not take
heed of the precept of honoring [one’s father]. He
told his two brothers outside to deride his father,
[for which they] rebuked him (Yalkut Shimoni,
Noach 61).

(JWhat his small son had done to him (Genesis
9:24). Rav and Shmuel [commented on this verse].
One said he castrated him; the other said he
indulged his perverted lust on him (Sanhedrin 70a).

[JNoah was distressed in the Ark because he did
not have a young son to attend to him. “When | go
out,” he said, "I will beget a young son who will
attend to me.” When Ham did that deed to him,
[Noah] said, “Because you prevented me from
begetting a young son to serve me [thereby forcing
your brothers to serve me], you will be a slave to
your brothers [i.e., a slave to slaves]” (Bereishis
Rabbah 36:7).

011 — Nahum
[Prophet] (Nahum 1:1)

[JJoel, Nahum, and Habakkuk prophesied in the
days of Manasseh. But because Manasseh was not
righteous, their names were not linked with .hns
[i.e., Scripture does not state that they prophesied
during his time] (Seder Olam Rabbah 20).

1iny — Nahor
[Brother of Abraham]

[] Abraham was a year older than Nahor,.whobin
turn was a year older than Haran (Sanhedrin 69b).

as forty years old (Sefer

(Genesis 11:27)

[] Nahor died when Isaacw
HaYashar, Chayei Sarah).

nnny — Nehemiah
4 (Prophet]

[] [From] Script
ered as impgr
HaGadol, Leviticu
[JHe served the
because he was

(Nehemiah 1:1)

sees] that he was consid-

ure [one Messiah (Midrash

tant as the
s 320).

kin [Artaxe
of r%yal descent 2

his drinks,
el nd comely
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appearance (Midrash Aseres Melachim, Beis Eiked

HaAggados 1:4).

e called Hatirsha |
Eg;/,hl)\llevi\;:rsngh 8:9)? Because [Fhe Sages] permlz
ted him to drink (v Pn7) the wine [that.h'e sgr\t/E
to the king. Although the Sages prc')h|b|te' i e
drinking of such wine, they removeq this restriction
in the case of Nehemiah, whose office as roya! but-
ler to Darius required that he taste the wine prior to
placing it before the king] (Yerushalmi Kiddushin

4:1).
[][He was called] Zerubabel (522) because he

was conceived in Babylon (9222 7). His [reaﬂ
name was Nehemiah son of Hacaliah (Sanhedrin

38a).

[J He spent twelve years in the Land of Israel fixing
the walls [of Jerusalem] and returning the people of
Israel, each one to his city and to his inheritance
(Seder Olam Rabbah 30).

CJAll of Ezra was composed by Nehemiah son of
Hacaliah. Why, then, does the Book not carry his
name? Because he sought credit for himself, saying,
“Remember to me, O my God, for good, all that |
have done for this people” (Nehemiah 5:19). R’
Yosef said: Because he recounted the misdeeds of
those who preceded him (ibid. v. 15) [which in-

clul;ied] Daniel, who was greater than he (Sanhedrin
93b).

sa (xnwnn) (Ezra

[ Ezra wrote the genealogy of Chronicles until [he
reached] himself. Who completed it? Nehemiah
son of Hacaliah (Bava Basra 15a)

0 What Hanani told Nehe

Kislev, Nehemiah told th
Hashanah 3b).

miah in [the month of]
e king in Nissan (Rosh

OFrom the wicked th
38:15), Why is the [le
suspended [i.e., written
that when 3 person bec
fearth [due to his wicked
in hefaven [as well and

eir light is withheld (Job
tter] y of DYV, wicked
above the line? To teachi
omes disliked (¥1) on the
ness], he becomes disliked
loses the “light"’ awaiting
Fiome (Maharsha )]

NAHSHON SON OF AMINADAB 111

because he built the Temple, but who wag
teous; therefore this rule did not apply to
(Sanhedrin 103b).

[JIn the days of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah thig
Mishnah [concerning muktzah on the Sabbath] was
[first] taught [for some people at that time were
acting improperly on the Sabbath (Rashi)] (Shabbos
123b).

[J Nehemiah son of Hacaliah died on the tenth of
Teves (end of Megillas Ta’anis).

righ_
him]

‘7?37;13 ’38: wng — Nahash father of Abigail
(Il Samuel 17:25)
[] See Jesse

111y 997 wm — Nahash king of Amon

(I Samuel 11:1)
[ ““On this condition will I make [a treaty] with you:
that all your right eyes be put out” (ibid. v. 2). He
said to [the people of Jabesh-gilead], “Bring me the
Torah scroll, and | will erase from it [the verse] An
Amonite or a Moabite shall not enter into the assem-
bly of Hashem (Deuteronomy 23:4). On this condi-
tion will I make a treaty with you'” (Yalkut Shimoni,
Shmuel 111).

[JWhen David was fleeing from Saul, he brought
his father, mother, and brothers to the king of
Moab, whom he trusted. But the king of Moab slew
them, and none of [the family] escaped except for
one of David’s brothers, who fled to Nahash king of
Amon. The king of Moab sent for him, but [Nahash]
did not agree to hand him over. That is the kindness
that Nahash showed David (see /I Samuel 10:2)
(Bamidbar Rabbah 14:1).

11913 — Nahshon son of Aminadab
' (Exodus 6:23)

[0 Nahshon was [considered] a king [since he was

head of the Tribe of Judah] (Sifri Naso 47)-
it (Midrash

(JHe loved peace and pursued
HaGadol, Shemos 6:23).

: 0
O Nahshon son of Aminadab was the first to 8
down into the Sea [of Reeds] (Sotah 37a).

O Why was he called Nahshon? Becaus€ hfet
first to go down into the surf (95wm) [0

WaS the
he Red
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NAHSHON SON OF AMINADAB / 11w

Sea]. The Holy One, Blessed is He, told Moses, “He
who sanctified My Name in the sea will be the first
to bring his offering [in the dedication of the altar]”
(Bamidbar Rabbah 13:7).

[ This was the offering of Nahshon son of Ami-
nadab (Numbers 7:17). He brought it from his per-
sonal wealth; he did not elicit donations for [the
offering] from his Tribe (Sifri Naso 48).

[JIn connection with all the [other] princes, the
word prince (NoW)) is written (Numbers 7). [Only]
Nahshon, who sacrificed first, is not called a prince,
so that if he would act haughtily over the other
princes and say, I am their king for | have brought
my offering first,”” they could retort, “You are only a
commoner, for everyone else is called prince, but
you are not” (Bamidbar Rabbah 13:17).

[ ] Elimelech, Salmon, Ploni Almoni, and Naomi’s
father were all descendants of Nahshon son of
Aminadab (Bava Basra 91a).

[JHe died in the second year from the exodus
[from Egypt] (Seder Olam Rabbah 12).

1M78 N3 8nwny — Nehushta daughter of
Elnathan
[Mother of Jehoiachin, king of Judah]
(Il Kings 24:8)

[JThe doors of Nehushta daughter of Elnathan
were open wide (Yalkut Shimoni, Koheles 989).

T — Nimrod
[Great-grandson of Noah] (Genesis 10:8)

[J He had three names — Cush, Nimrod, and Am-
raphel: Cush, for he was surely a Cushite [i.e., a son
of Cush, as Genesis 10:8 states (Eitz Yosef)]
(Bereishis Rabbah 42:4).

U Nimrod recognized his Master and willfully re-
belled (1) against him (Sifra Bechukosai 2).

[ He was called Nimrod for he stirred up the whole
world to rebel (110n) against [God's] sovereignty;
Amraphel, for he ordered that the Patriarch Abra-
hfim be cast (Y»am <m) into the fiery furnace (Eiru-
vin 533)

0 He was one of the ten kings who ruled over the
€ntire world (Targum Sheini 1).

NIMROD / 74

[ He set himself Up as a deity and designated 3

Place for his worshin (1
11:28). P (Midrash HaGado), Bereishis

[ The wicked one does work in vain

refers to Nimrod | (Proverbs 11:1g)

Bereishis Rabbah 44:2)
[J“I gave given greatness to Nimrod, yet he said

‘Let us bu:/d us a city and a tower with its top in the
heavens (Genesis 11:4) (Chullin 89a)

U Tera.h took Abram and handed him over to Nim-
r.od.NNlrnrod said to Abram, “Let ys bow down to
fire.” “If s0,” said Abram, “shall we bow down to
water, which extinguishes fire?”” “Let us bow down
to water,” Nimrod responded. “If so,"” said Abram,
“shall we bow down to the clouds, which carry
water?” ““Let us bow down to the clouds,” Nimrod
responded. “If so,” said Abram, “shall we bow
down to the wind, which scatters the clouds?”’ ““Let
us bow down to the wind,” responded Nimrod.
“’And shall we bow down to man, who contains the
wind?” asked Abram. Said Nimrod, “Why do you
speak so much? I bow down only to fire. Now | shall
throw you into it, and let the God to whom you bow
come and save you.”” Abraham descended into the
fiery furnace and was saved (Bereishis Rabbah

38:13).

[J Let Nimrod come and testify that Abraham did
not worship idols (Avodah Zarah 3a).

[10g [son of Nimrod] is Eliezer. Nimrod gave him
to Abraham (Sofrim 21:9).

[] The garment that the Holy One, Bl.essed is Hbe,
made for Adam and his wife was inherited by
Nimrod. When he wore it, all the cattle, be?ts,
and birds would come anq crouch bel:ore Oeré
Thinking it was because of his .stre‘ngt/h, [t)bg p;ieger
proclaimed him their king (Pirkei d’Rabbi

24).
[] Esau’s coveted garments
those] which he had covete
slain [Nimrod] and taken them
65:16).

[] Esau slew Nimrod and
Yonasan, Bereishis 25:2 7).

(Genesis 27:15) [were
d from Nimrod. He had
(Bereishis Rabbah

his son Enoch (Targum

ibi :15).
O] Pharaoh was Nimrod'’s son (ibid. 16 )
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anyl — Naamah (Genesis 4:22)

h’s wife. She was called Naa-
ecause her deeds were pleas-
Naamah of Genesis 4:22] is
lled because she
[ in honor

[]Naamah was Noa
mah [lit., pleasant] b
ant. [Others] said: [The
a different Naamah, who was so ca ‘
sang to the accompaniment of the timbre

of idols (Bereishis Rabbah 23:3).

[] She was a righteous woman whose deeds were
pleasant and who understood the working of iron,
like her brother Tubal-cain. She was called [Naa-
mah, meaning Jovely] because of her beauty. From
her issued the daughters of man who were good
(Genesis 6:2), i.e., good-looking (Zohar Chadash
19b).

[IShe was the originator of songs and music
(Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 4:22).

[JBecause of her beauty, the sons of the rulers
(Genesis 6:2), Uzza and Azael, went astray after
her. She bore them children, from whom demons
and spirits proliferated in the world (Zohar 1:19b).

[J The mother of Ashmedai, king of the demons,
was named Naamah (Zohar Chadash 19b).

nnyn ANyl — Naamah the Amonitess
[Mother of Rehoboam, king of Judah]
(I Kings 14:21)

[1The Holy One, Blessed is He, told Abraham, “I
have two good shoots to engraft in you: Ruth the
Moabitess and Naamah the Amonitess [for from

them will issue kings and prophets” (Rashi)]
(Yevamos 63a).

O For‘the sake of two fine individuals — Ruth the
Moabitess and Naamah the Amonitess — the Holy

One, Blessed is He, spared two large nations
[Moab and Amon] (Bava Kammah 38hb)

O An Amonite and 2 Moabite shall
/iongr?gatlon of Hashem (Deuteronomy 23:4) — an
Mrz:gll;[e but [r;ot an Amonitess, a Moabite but not a
itess. David said before th
: / e Holy On
?;Ss/sed Is He, “You have released myy boncjsj
alms 116:16). You haye removed the two prohi-

not enter the
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ymys — Naomi
[Wife of Elimelech; mother-in-law of Ruth]
(Ruth 1:2)

[JThe beauty of her face put gold to shame
(Midrash Ruth, ed. Buber, 49).

[JPloni Almoni and Naomi’s father were all the
descendants of Nahshon son of Aminadab (Bava
Basra 91a).

[JNaomi said to her two daughters-in-law: “Go
return”’ (Ruth 1:8). Why did she send them away?
So that she would not be embarrassed [by return-
ing to the Land of Israel with Moabite daughters-in-
law] because the Israelites did not mix with the
Moabites, and they were distinguished by their
clothing (Yalkut Shimoni, Ruth 601).

[J Ruth said, Do not urge me to leave (Ruth 1:16).
In any case | intend to convert, but it is better for
my conversion to be at your hand than at an-
other’s.” When Naomi heard this, she began to
teach her the laws of proselytes. “My daughter,”
she said, “the daughters of Israel do not go to
theaters.” [Ruth] replied, “Wherever you go, | will
go” (ibid.). [Naomi] said to her, “The Jews do not
dwell in homes without mezuzos.”” [Ruth] replied,
“Wherever you dwell, | will dwell”” (ibid.). In
addition, she said ““Your nation is my nation”
(ibid.), which refers to the [acceptance of] punish-
ments and prohibitions; “Your God is my God”
(ibid.), which refers to the [acceptance of] other
precepts (Ruth Rabbah 2:22).

(] “Could this be Naomi?”” (Ruth 1:19). The_y
said, “Have you seen what happened to Naom,
who went out of the Land [of Israel]?”” (Bava Basra
91a).

O “Could this be Naomi? (Ruth 1:19). In the past
she traveled in covered carriages; now she walks
barefoot. In the past she was clothed in garments of
silk; now she is clad in rags. In the past her face was
ruddy from food and drink; now it is sallow Hom
hunger”” (Ruth Rabbah 3:6).

O “I was full when | went away (Ruth 1:21).
pregnant’’ (Ruth Rabbah 3:7).

[JBoaz was eighty years old an
granted children. As soon as that righteous W

| was

d had not been
oman
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[Naomi] prayed for him, he was granted a chilg
(ibid. 6:2).
(] ““A son is born to Naomi”” (Ruth 4:17). Ruth bore

him, but since Naomi raised him he was called her
son (Sanhedrin 19b).

112213 13 1Y — Naaman son of Benjamin
(Genesis 46:21)
[JHe was named Naaman [meaning “pleasant’’]

after [Joseph], who was exceedingly pleasant (Sotah
36b).

07N 771 N3¥ W Y1 — Naaman, general
of the king of Aram (I Kings 5:2)

[JNaaman was a ger toshav [a gentile who has
accepted the seven Noahide precepts] (Gittin
57b).

[JNaaman’s arrow pierced Ahab’s armor and
killed him (Shocher Tov 78:11).

N1 — Naarah (I Chronicles 4:5)

[JAshhur [Caleb]... had two wives, Helah and
Naarah (ibid.). Miriam [his only wife] was like two
women: at first she was Helah [meaning sick]; and
eventually [she was healed] and became Naarah
[meaning a young girl] (Sotah 12a).

L] See Miriam

2123 — Naphtali
[Son of Jacob and Bilhah]

[JHe was born on the fifth of Tishrei, and he

died at the age of 133 (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos
162).

(Genesis 30:8)

[JHe was swift as a hind (Sotah 13a).

[JHe honored his father exceedingly. His father
would dispatch him wherever he wished, and he
was quick to fulfill his mission so that [his father]
was pleased with him. [Moreover,] Naphtali’s
Speech was pleasant to [his father], and therefore
his father blessed him [as he did in Genesis 49:2]
(Bamidbar Rabbah 14:11).

L He went as a messenger anywhere lhe.Tr.ibCS
Wished, and he would carry out their missions
'mmediately (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 49:21)-

NATHAN / 113

LIWhen [the broth
) ers] want .
Naphtali went il Jan ed to kil

rescued him (Midrash Agga
O When Judah became an
ter with Joseph described in the portion of Vayi-
gash], he told Naphtali, “Go see how many

markets there are in Egypt.” Naphtali leaped
forward, returned, and told him, “Twelve”
(Bereishis Rabbah 93:8) e

Joseph,
udah, who came and
dah, Bereishis 49:21)

8ry [during the encoun-

[JHe was a herald of good tidings. He brought
the news Joseph is still alive (Genesis 45:26); and
he hastened to Egypt and brought the deed of
title for the Cave of Machpelah to prove that Esau

had no share in it (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis
49:21).

[JHe was buried in Kedesh Naphtali, which was
given to his sons as an inheritance (Sefer HaVYashar,
end of Yehoshua).

1) — Ner
[Father of Abner, David’s general]
(I Samuel 14:50)

[] His name was Abiel, but because he lit candles
for the public, he merited the name Ner [lit.,
candle] (Vayikra Rabbah 9:2).

=973 — Neriah (Jeremiah 32:12)

[] Eight prophets who were priests were des;en-
dants of Rahab the innkeeper: Neriah . ... (Megillah

14b).

13 — Nathan (Il Samuel 7:2)
[‘]'The early prophets were Gad and Nathan

(Yerushalmi Sotah 9:13).

are a shield — for my honpr
hai the Arkite, and to raise
han the prophet”

[] “You, Hashem,
(Psalms 3:4) through Hus
up my head (ibid.) through Nat

(Shocher Tov 3:6).
his Book [Samuel], and Gad the

| wrote m :
= Sra:r:L(jJeNathan the prophet finished it (Bava Basra
Seer ¢
ki anned

and Nathan the prophet pl

d the seer : i
Eecfonstruction of the Temple with David (
Olam Rabbah 20).

£s/ 419
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prophet told [David], “If the thogght
d build Him a House had not arisen

of the Holy One, Blessed is He, it
n in your mind either”

[ Nathan the
that you shou
in the mind ‘
would not have arse
(Shocher Tov 62:4).

[ David sent messengers after [Nathan] to finq
out whether he was publicizing the matter [of
Bath-sheba]. Had he publicized it, [David]
would have killed him (Yalkut HaMechiri, Tehillim

51:19).

[J An armchair stood on each side of [Solomon’s]
throne, one for Gad the seer, and one for Nathan
the prophet (Midrash Abba Gurion 1).

imD — Sihon, king of the Emorites
(Numbers 21:21)

[J Sihon, Arad, and Canaan are the
; ! sam
(Rosh Hashanah 3a). i

[JHe was a mighty man wh i i
. o dwelt fortifi
city (Tanchuma Chukas 23). T

DTSihon’s thigh-bones were eighteen cubits lon
(Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Devarim Hosafah 7) :

Eaihz: vxl/as as splid as a wall and stronger
e Tyhuxvmg thing. He was taller than any
reachéd . : [when he sat] on a tower, his feet
= earth. No one could withstand him

stronger than Pharaoh and his armies.

Place and deliy -
136:11). ered him to Israel (Shocher Tov

SIHON, KING OF THE EMORITEs 1
D

[JWhen Solomon intercalated the year,

have seven sages brought before him. f’\latei 'WOUId
prophet and Gad the seer were Presenwtan &
making ten in all [with Solomon included)]
Rabbah 15:20).

also,

118 13 981N — Nethanel son of Zyay
[Prince of the Tribe of Issachar]
(Numbers 1:8)
[JHe was a king of Torah [i.e., a gr
. c -€., a great sc}
(Bamidbar Rabbah 13:17). - ]

(] There was none like him in his Tribe (Midrash
Aggadah, Bamidbar 7:18).

[J Sihon and Og were haughty and mighty. Only a
day’s journey separated them, yet neither came 1o
the aid of the other (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 4:8).

[ Sihon received payment from all the kings of the
land of Canaan. They brought him taxes, and he
would keep them in power. Israel said, “’Let us pass
through your land (Numbers 21:22) to conquer the
kingdoms [of Canaan].”” He replied, “I am here to
protect them from you.” And Sihon did not allow
Israel to pass through his border, and Sihon
gathered all his people together (ibid. V. 23)- The
Holy One, Blessed is He, arranged matters thus
[i.e., having them all gathered together] in order to
deliver [all of] them into the hands of [Israel]
without trouble (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:30)-

[J For Heshbon was the city of Sihon (Numbers

21:26). Sihon had wrested [Heshbon] from Mf)fibr
and Israel took it from Sihon. Thus the PrOhibltlon
[forbidding Israel from distressing Moab] e
annulled [from the Moabite city of Heshbon]
(Bamidbar Rabbah 19:29).

in EIUI/ the
Tishrei/ an

[JThe battle with Sihon was fought
festival [of Sukkos] was celebrated in




-
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after the festival the battle of Og [was fought]
(Yalkut Shimoni, Chukas 765).

[JWhen Aaron died, Sihon was still aljve (Rosh
Hashanah 2b).

[]Sihon was killed in the battle of the Emorites
against the Children of Israel (Kadmonios
HaYehudim 1:180).

N1D'D — Sisera, captain of the army of
Canaan (Judges 4:2)

[ There was no one as mighty as he was. At the
age of thirty he conquered the world. At the sound
of his voice, walls of cities fell and beasts of the
field froze. It was said that he once went down to
the Kishon River to drink water and caught fish with
his beard. When he went to war, nine hundred
horses drew his chariot. Yet in the end he was
delivered into the hands of a woman (Midrash Abba
Gurion 3).

[JSome of Sisera’s descendants studied Torah in
Jerusalem (Sanhedrin 96b).

[JHe oppressed . . . Israel (Judges 4:3). Because he
[Sisera] shamed them as he oppressed them, he
died a shameful death: he was delivered into the
hands of a woman, who killed him with a tent pin
(Yalkut HaMechiri, Mishlei 23:26).

L] Sisera attacked [the people of Israel] with 40,000
Captains, 50,000 swordsmen, 60,000 spear-bear-
ing soldiers, 70,000 shield-bearing soldiers, 80,000
archers, aside from 900 iron chariots with their
riders, and the thousands who were with him
(Targum Shoftim 5:8).

U Hallel was said by Deborah and Barak when they

were attacked by Sisera [and saved] (Pesachim
1173a).

U] From heaven the stars fought with Sisera (Judges
5:20). The stars of heaven descended toward
them and scorched them and their iron spears.
They went down to cool off in the Kishon brook,
which then swept them into the sea (Pesachim
118b).

[ There were thirty-one kings in Sisera’s .time
[who were killed along with him, who] said t.o
Sisera, “We ask nothing of you [in return]; we will

SENNACHERIB /M

you without payment, for i

: : we d

to ﬁlll our stomachs with the water of that Ieslir’e;
(Bamidbar Rabbah 23:7)) :

(] Sisera was Proud before God in that he had with

him many volunteer legi
(ibid. 9:24), glons [from other [ands|

[ Jethro took into his home a redeemer [Moses)
who was fleeing from an enemy [Pharaoh. As a
result,] from his family came [Jael,] who took into
her home an enemy [Sisera] who was fleeing
from the redeemer [Barak,] and she slew him
(Tanchuma Shemos 16).

[IShe gave him drink (Judges 4:19) in order to
determine whether his mind was clear. He drank,
became intoxicated, and asked her to sin with him
(Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 23:1).

] That wicked one consorted with her seven times
that day (Yevamos 103a).

[J Through the window Sisera’s mother looked
(Judges 5:28). [The window refers to] astrology
(Zohar 1:140b).

(] “Why does his chariot tarry (¥¥3) in coming?
(Judges 5:28). Every day his carriage would come
three or four hours into the day. Now six hours
passed (V¢ N3) and he has not come yet!”
(Bereishis Rabbah 18:6).

ANID — Sena’ah (Fzra 2:35)

[]On the tenth of Av, the children of Sena’ah, a

descendant of Benjamin, [brough't the wood offer-
ing to the Second Temple] (Ta‘anis 26a).

2D — Sennacherib
[King of Assyria]
PERSONALITY / ATTACKS JERUSALEM

(Il Kings 18:13)

/ DOWNFALL

PERSONALITY
ht names — Tiglath Pileser,

pul, Sargon, Osnapar, Raba
/'the venerated.” He was

[] Sennacherib had eig
Palneser, Shalmanasar,

= eat’’] and Yakira [ | |

[cailzed]grSennacherib because he spoke be(;hgse;rsrr;(tag

(>0 WMD), or because heR sbpbgkso ca}:]anan 2

inst Heaven. Rabb!

\(/-\’/,hm’d?doéeaﬁelzrit to be called Osnapar, Raba, and
4
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Yakira? Because he did not speak (W20 N‘J.) }\:’Il.h
derision against the Land Qf lsr.ael [\/\TIC -/IS/
great and venerated], as it Is wrlt_ten, Unti

shall come and transport you [the Jewish people] to
a land such as yours” (Il Kings 18:32) (Sanhedrin

94a).

[J Rav and Shmuel [commented]: One said he was
a clever king [for not telling them he was takln.g
them to a land better than their own], the other said
he was a foolish king [for why would they want to
leave their land if not for a land better than their
own] (ibid.).

[JSome of Sennacherib’s descendants taught
Torah to the public. These were Shemaiah and
Avtalion (Gittin 57b).

[JSennacherib made himself a palace facing
Lebanon, cleverly engineered, at a high altitude
between two tall mountains. Fountains gushed out
of the mountains, and his palace was suspended
over [the water] (Tanchuma Bereishis 7).

[JHe sat on his throne, and beneath him stones
were scattered about. He would shake, [where-
upon] the stones would split and water would gush
forth (Otzar HaMidrashim 69).

[JSennacherib boasted before the Omnipresent
only through a messenger, [as it is written], By your
messengers you blasphemed the Lord (I Kings
19:23). The Holy One, Blessed is He, also punished
him through a messenger, [as it is written], The
angel of Hashem went forth and smote in the camp
of the Assyrians (ibid. v. 35) (Tosefta Sotah 3:5);

[ Sennacherib king of Assyria came up and mixed

up all the nations [i.e., shifted the po lati
(Berachos 28a). Populations]

O Luz was not mixed up by Sennacherib [i.e

. aits
population was not changed] (Sotah 46b)

OThe Holy One, Blessed is He, sought to make

Hezekiah the Messiah and [to make] Sennacherib

[the arch i
94a)'arc enemies] Cog and Magog (Sanhedrin

EOShishaf king of Egypt . . . took the treasures of the
use of Hashem and the treasures of the king’s

?ac;ﬁse (I Kings 14:25,26). Zerah king of Cush took it
away from Shishak . - Jehosaphat came and

4
22 / ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES
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took it [back]. It remained [in Judah] until [the days
of] Ahaz. Sennacherib came and took it away from
Ahaz. Hezekiah came and took it away from
Sennacherib (Pesachim 94b).

ATTACKS JERUSALEM

[] That wicked one [Sennacherib] said, ““At first |
will destroy the house below [i.e., the Temple], and
then | will destroy the house above” (Sanhedrin
94b).

[ Sennacherib inflicted four exiles [on Israel]: (1)
The first time he went up and exiled the Reuben-
ites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh to
Halah and Habor, and he took away the golden calf
that Jeroboam son of Nebat had made. (2) Hosea
son of Elah slew Pekah son of Remaliah and served
Sennacherib seven years, [following which] Sen-
nacherib came up a second time and exiled the
Tribes of Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali
and took away the second calf, which was in
Beth-el. (3) In the fourth year of Hezekiah’s reign,
[Sennacherib] exiled the Tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh, who dwelt in Samaria. This was the
third exile. (4) Sennacherib waited eight years.
Then he attacked Jerusalem and took from the land
of Judah 150 cities in which dwelt the Tribes of
Judah and Simeon, whom the Holy One, Blessed is
He, hid in the mountains of darkness. The fifth time
he came up, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
vanquished him (Midrash Eser Galuyos; Greenhut
Likkutim 3).

[J Sennacherib came up [to the Land of Israel] in
the eleventh year of the jubilee [cycle], on the
fourth day of the week, in the midst of Passover
(Seder Olam Rabbah 23).

[ His host numbered 2,649,999 (Tanna d'Bei
Eliyahu 7).

[JThe wicked Sennacherib attacked them Wfth
45,000 of kings, seated in golden chariots with
[their] mistresses and harlots, 80,000 warriors clad
in scaly coats of mail, and 60,000 swordsmen
running before him. The rest were horsemen
(Sanhedrin 95b).

[JWhen Sennacherib besieged Jerusalem, Sh i
wrote the following note, which he shot with a

ebna
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arrow [into Sennacherib’s camp]: ““Shebna and his
followers surrender:; Hezekiah and his

followers do
not”’ (ibid. 26a).

[ Hallel was said by Hezekiah and his party when

they were attacked by Sennacherib [and saved]
(Pesachim 117a).

DOWNFALL

[1Said the Holy One, Blessed is He: “Let Senna-
cherib and his people come and become a manger
for Hezekiah and his people” (Sanhedrin 94b).

LI The Lord will bring upon them the waters of the
river, mighty and many — the king of Assyria and all
his glory (Isaiah 8:7). If [God had already ordained
that Sennacherib was to attack Israel (Rashi)], why
was Sennacherib punished? The prophet had
prophesied about the Ten Tribes, whereas [Sen-
nacherib] turned his attention to Jerusalem (San-
hedrin 94b).

LI The wicked [Sennacherib] made ten journeys
that day, as it is written, He came to Aiath, he
passed through Migron, at Michmas he laid his
baggage . . . (Isaiah 10:28-31) (Sanhedrin 94b).

[1That very day shall [Sennacherib] stand over
Jerusalem because of Nob (Isaiah 10:32). That day
[alone] was left [of the time allotted for the Jews to
be punished] for the sin of [having slaughtered] the
priestly city of Nob [in Saul’s time]. The stargazers
said to Sennacherib, “If you go now, you will
conquer [Jerusalem]; otherwise, you will not.” In
one day he covered a distance that should have
taken ten days. When he arrived in Jerusalem, he
went up and sat on the wall and saw .aII of
Jerusalem. Then he said, “Is this the city of
Jerusalem for which | agitated all my armies, qnd
for whose sake | conquered all the surrounding
provinces? Lo, it is smaller and weaker than all the
cities of the nations that | conquered.” He shook
his head and waved his arms over the Temple.
“Shall we lay hands on it today?” they asked. He
replied, “You are weary [from the journey]- TO'“%“
row, each one of you will bring me one piece of the
wall” (Sanhedrin 95a).

[ Rabshakeh peered over the wall [into Jerusalenle
and heard them reading the Hallel. He 10

SENNACHERIB / Mo

Sennacherib, “Turn back, for miracles have been
wrought for them on this night.”” Sennacherib
scoffed (Yalkut Shimoni, Melachim 241).

LI And it came to pass that night that the angel of
Hashem went forth and smote the camp of the

Assyrians a hundred eighty-five thousand (I Kings
19:35) (Sanhedrin 95a)

[IYou shall have a song as in the night that the
feast is hallowed (Isaiah 30:29). The night of
Passover is mentioned to teach about the downfall
of Sennacherib [that both are times when the

recital of Hallel is required] (Yerushalmi Pesachim
9:3).

[JWhen Sennacherib attacked Jerusalem, lIsaiah
and Hezekiah were sitting in the house of study.
Fire went forth from between them and burned

him [Sennacherib and his hosts] (Shocher Tov
220

[J Sennacherib’s downfall took place on the third
day of Hezekiah's illness (Seder Olam Rabbah 23).

[] Pharaoh king of Egypt and Tirhakah king of Cush
were part of the same miracle [that was made for
Hezekiah]; they had come to Hezekiah’s aid and
were discovered by Sennacherib, who bound them
that evening. At midnight the angel went forth and
smote Sennacherib’s hosts. When Hezekiah awoke
in the morning and found them bound, he freed
them, and they went and recounted the wonders of
the Holy One, Blessed is He (Shir HaShirim Rabbah

4:8).

[] Sennacherib behaved disrespectfully toward_the
One Who spoke for the world to come into t{emg.
The Holy One, Blessed is He, [therefore] punished
him through an angel; his head and. beard were
shorn, and he returned in shame to his land (Avos

d’Rabbi Nosson 27:2).

[1The Holy One, Blessed is He, appeared to
Sennacherib in the guise of an old man and asked
him, ““When you come before th.e kings of east and
west whose sons you took and kll?ed, what “fl,“ yq;
tell them?”” “Indeed, | am afraid of that,” sai

Sennacherib. “What shall I do?” “Go change your
[so that they will not recognize you

Ce . "
appecaran d the Holy One, Blessed is He. How

(Rashi)],”" sai
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shall I change my appearance?”. he ?Sked'l a,-(r;?
fetch Me a pair of sCissOrs, and I will cut your hair,

said [the “old man’’]. “From where shall | fetch it?

asked [Sennacherib]. “From that Ipuse,” replied

[the “old man.” Sennacherib] went In. Minis.ter!ng
angels in the guise of men were [thet?] .grmdmg
date pits. (Sennacherib] said to them, ’lee me ’a}
pair of scissors.” #Grind a barrel of pits for us,

they said, “and we will give it to you.” He 2g.round
[the pits] for them, and they gave him the scissors.
By the time he returned it was dark. Said [the “old
man”], “Go bring me fire.” [Sennacherib] went
and brought fire, but when he was fanning it, his
beard caught fire. He went and shaved his head

OT8*73Y — Obed-edom  (// Samuel 6:10)

[J Obed-edom the Gittite was a Levite. He was
called Obed [lit, serves] because he served
Hashem properly; [he was called] Edom [lit., red]
because he caused David’s face to turn red [from
embar.rassment. David] had been afraid that the
Ark might kil him but [Obed] was not afraid and
;ngddbif'ore it, and the Holy One, Blessed is He

ed him. [And he was called] “the Gittj s
i e Gittite
4?58;1_% he was from Gath (Bamidbar Rabbah
D_Hashem blessed Obed-edom (
This refers to his wife and her

in-law, i
o who [all] gave birth to sex

II' Samuel 6:11).
eight daughters-
tuplets (Berachos

: ays. Then sh [
which she was again unclean f(e)rgj(:\i3 1

clean for seve
. n days, :
(Bamidbar Rabbah Zfz()T)hen she agal

[after
en days and
N gave birth]
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and beard. [Thus was the prophecy of Jsai,
fulfilled.] He went and found a board from No -
ark. [He decided to worship the board, for]aI S
thought, “[This board] is the great God Wk %a\/:e
Noah from the Flood. If I prosper, I wil| saérifik.d
my two sons before it.” [Upon] hearing [h;e
his sons slew him [see Il Kings 19:37] '
95b, 96a).

h 7:20

(Sanhedrin

qp — Saph
[] Saph was Orpah’s son (Sotah 42b).

(/I Samuel 21:18)

n1p — Serah
[] See Serah (nw)

"2 991773y — Ebed-melech the Cushite
[Prophet] (Jeremiah 38:7)

[J Ebed-melech the Cushite was Baruch son of
Neriah. Just as the Cushite is distinguished by his
[black] skin, so was Baruch son of Neriah distin-
guished from other people by his good deeds
(Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 53).

[J He was distinguished in Zedekiah’s palace by his
good deeds. He came to Zedekiah and said, “Know
that if Jeremiah dies in the pit, the city will be given
over to the Chaldeans.”” Zedekiah [then] told him
“Take three men with you and take him out.’
Ebed-melech entered the king’s house 10 fetch
rags. Then he went and stood beside the pit an
called, “My lord Jeremiah, my lord Jeremiah!” "
there was no response. He rent his garments "

wept. Jeremiah had heard but [had kept silent for]
fear that it was the wicked Jonathan the 56”?18'
Upon hearing someone weeping, he asked, W 2
calls me and weeps?”’ The reply came: L ;]t
Ebed-melech the Cushite. Are you alive? | thOl{gh]
You were dead. Here is the rope-” Ueremla
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placed it under his elbows, and the

: y drew hij
(Pesikta Rabbasi 26:49). g

[ Nine entered the Garden of Eden during their

lifetimes: . . . Hiram king of Tyre, Ebed-melech the
Cushite . .. (Derech Fretz Zuta 1)

[] See also Baruch son of Neriah

121 73¥ — Abed-nego (Daniel 1:7)
[ | See Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah

73y — Eber
[Great-great-grandson of Noah]
(Genesis 10:21)

L] Eber was a great prophet; he named [his son] for
a [future] event, [as it is written], The name of the
first was Peleg [lit., ““division”], for in his days the
earth was divided (Genesis 10:25) (Bereishis Rabbah
37:7).

[JEber died two years after the Patriarch Jacob
went down to Aram Naharaim (Megillah 17a).

[JEber lived until 139 years of Isaac’s life had
passed (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 11:16).

L] Four righteous people lived in the generation
of the dispersion: Shem and Eber, Noah and
Abraham. Shem and Eber kept themselves hid-
den and refrained from rebuking the people of
their generation . .. (Yelamdeinu, Batei Midrashos
149).

[JWhen the nations of the world sought to 80
astray from the ways of the Holy One, Blessed is
He, He gave them two great men — Shem and Eber
— to warn them (Bereishis Rabbah 52:11).

[J Shem and Eber walked before [Abraham’s] bier.
Seeing an empty space beside Sarah, they buried
him beside his spouse in the place that was ready
and waiting for him (ibid. 52:3).

[JJacob hid in Eber’s house for fourteen years
(Megillah 17a).

[]Jacob was not punished for all the years he spent
in Eber’s house [where he studied Torah; howevir,
for the other years that he was away from hOme/ 1(_:
was punished for failing to honor his paren
(Rashi)] (Megillah 16b).

ADAH / nTY

23y — Eglah

[Wife of David] (Il Samuel 3:5)

[J Eglah is Michal. Why was she called Eglah [lit.,

“calf’]? Because she was as dear to [David] as a
calf (Sanhedrin 21a).

1193y — Eglon
[King of Moab] (Judges 3:12)

[JEglon was Balak’s grandson (Yalkut Shimoni,
Balak 765).

[ He arose out of the throne (Judges 3:20). The
Holy One, Blessed is He, said to him, “You arose
out of your throne to honor Me; by your life, I will
raise up from you a descendant who will sit on the
throne of Hashem [i.e., David]” (Ruth Rabbah 2:9).

[JRuth was the granddaughter of Eglon king of
Moab (Nazir 23b).

7Y — Adah
[Wife of Lamech] (Genesis 4:19)

[JAdah [was so named] because [Lamech] luxuri-
ated (y1ynn) in her; Zillah [was so named] because
he dwelt in the shadow (5%) of [her] children
(Yerushalmi Yevamos 6:5).

[JLemech slew Cain and his [Lamech’s] child.
Upon coming home, Lamech told his wives,
“’Come to bed.” They said, ‘“You killed our grandfa-
ther Cain and our son Tubal-cain. We will not
come!” He said to them, ““Cain [an intentional
murderer] received his punishment after seven
generations; | [who killed accidentally, will re'zceive
my punishment in] seventy-seven.” “We will not
obey you,” they said. “Shall we bear chlldren who
are doomed?”’ ““Let us go to court,” he said. They
went to Adam. Adah and Zillah said, ““Our master,
our husband Lamech killed our ancestor.” Adam
told [the women], “Since your grandfather was
killed accidentally, go obey your husband.” They
replied, “Perfect yourself first! You have alre;.ady
separated from your [wife] for one hund.red thlrty
years; and you are teaching us:’” What is written
thereafter? When Adam had lived one hu'ndr'ed
thirty years, he begot in his likeness (Genesis 5:3)

(Tanchuma Bereishis 11).

[] See also Lamech, Zillah
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IDO /1T

j7p — Ido 50
. [Grandfather of Zechariah] (Zechariah 1.1;
from Judah . . . an
Behold, a man of God came
l[vjessid “Altar, altar!”’ (I Kings 13:12). [The man]was
Ido thé prophet. Altar, altar refers to the altar in
Beth-el and the altar in Dan (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana

2:85).

[Jldo was a prophet who transgrgssed Wi
words [and was put to death for doing so], as it Is
written, When he went, a lion met him by the way
and slew him (I Kings 13:24) [see ibid. V. 16-24]
(Sanhedrin 89b).

[ Elisha went to Shunem, [where] he was received
by a great woman (Il Kings 4:8) with great honor.
She was the sister of Abishag the Shunamite and the
wife of Ido the prophet (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 33).

his own

7Y — Adin (Ezra 2:15)

O The children of Adin (ibid.), a descendant of
Judah, are the same as the children of David, a
descendant of Judah, according to R’ Yehudah. R’
Yosi said: They are the same as the children of Joab
the son of Zeruiah (Ta’anis 28a).

[J On the twentieth of Elul the children of Adin, a

descendant of Judah, [brought the wood offering]
(Ta’anis 26a).

81TV — Adriel (I Samuel 18:19)

[ The betrothal of Merab to Adriel was a transgres-

sion [for she was alread betrothed t :
(Sanhedrin 19b) Y ed to David]

T31Y — Obed
[Son of Naomi; grandfather of David]

e (Ruth 4:17)
f93ges say that Boaz, Obed
: : , and
tog'ether lived more than four hundred ears (YJe/IS<Se
Shimoni, Vayigash 156). 4 ik
(] Obed wag
bad field and bad wel|
not righteous],

[through his s fixed and hoed

n David] (Zohar 2:103b),

OBADIAH / 713724y,

spiritually and was therefore called Obeq e
73y, worked] (ibid.).

19731y — Obadiah
[Prophet] (Obadiah 1.1y

PERSONALITY / SUSTAINS THE PROPHETS |
MIRACLE OF THE OlI

PERSONALITY

[] Elijah had four disciples: Micah, Jonah, Obadiah
and Elisha (Pirkei d’Rabbeinu HaKadosh; Greenhut,
Likkutim 3).

[JHe was a proselyte, the lowest of the prophets
(Yalkut Shimoni, Yeshayahu 385).

[J He was an Edomite convert (Sanhedrin 39b).

[0 The Holy One, Blessed is He, told Eliphaz, “You
rebuked My servant Job with visions (y1n) [see Job
4:13]. | will [therefore] bring forth from [your
descendants] a prophet who will announce the
punishment of your father’s house with visions,” as
it is written: The vision (\&n) of Obadiah. Thus said
Hashem God concerning Edom ... (Obadiah 1:1)
(Yalkut Shimoni, lyov 897).

[JSince Obadiah was from Edom, his entire
prophecy concerned only Edom (Midrash HaGadol,
Bereishis 25:28).

[ None of the prophets could foresee what the
Holy One, Blessed is He, would ultimately do to
Esau, except for Obadiah the prophet, a proselyte
who descended from Esau. [Obadiah] foresaw
clearly what would befall [Esau] (Zohar 1:171a).

[ Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, “Let Obadiah,
who dwelt among the wicked people [Ahab and
Jezebel] but did not learn from their bad deeds,
come and prophesy about Esau, who dwelt amor-‘(gj
two righteous people [Isaac and Rebeccal 'bUt ‘i)'

not learn from their [good] deeds”’ (Sanhedrin 39b).
re] of Oba-
f Abraham-
use the
tear of God]J,
[that he]
Sanhedrin

[JWhat is written [explicitly in Scriptu
diah is greater than what is written 0
Regarding Abraham, Scripture does not
expression greatly [in describing his
Whereas regarding Obadiah, it is written

feared Hashem greatly (I Kings 18:3) (
39b).




OBADIAH / 721y

[] Obadiah merited prophecy because he hig one
hundred prophets in a cave (ibid.)

[JHad the Sanhedrin withdrawn from him, he
would not have had permission to prophesy.
Therefore, he prophesied with [the word] yin,
vision, which has a numerical valye (gematriya) of
seventy-one [alluding to the seventy-one members
of the Sanhedrin] (Beis HaMidrash 4:23).

[]Obadiah was Ahab’s administrator (Shemos
Rabbah 31:4).

[JAhab called Obadiah (I Kings 18:3) [and] said to
him, ““Of Joseph it is written, Hashem blessed the
Egyptian’s house on Joseph’s account (Genesis
39:5). This house is not blessed — perhaps you are
not God-fearing.”” A Heavenly Voice called out,
Obadiah feared Hashem greatly (I Kings 18:3)
(Sanhedrin 39b).

[JNo two prophets prophesy in identical styles.
Obadiah said, “The pride of your heart had beguiled
you'" (Obadiah 1:3), [whereas] Jeremiah said, “Your
terribleness has beguiled you, the pride of your
heart” (Jeremiah 49:16) (Sanhedrin 89a).

SUSTAINS THE PROPHETS

[ ] Obadiah, who was exceedingly rich, spent all his
money on charity and fed the prophets. When
[famine] came, he borrowed an amount sufficient
for the prophets at interest from Ahab’s son
Jehoram. [The prohibition against borrowing at
interest was suspended in this case by the precept
of saving lives] (Shemos Rabbah 31:4).

[J[Although Obadiah was the administrator of
Ahab’s house,] he did not feed [the prophets] from
Ahab’s wealth, because he had acquired his estate
through thievery (Targum Melachim 2:4:1).

(] “/ sustained them with bread and water”’ (I {(ings
18:13). The water was even more difficult for him to
bring than the bread (Yerushalmi Pe’ah 1:1).

MIRACLE OF THE OIL

(] A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the
prophets cried to Elisha, saying, ““Your s‘ervafrlt s
husband has died ...” (Il Kings 4:1); i.e., “Your
servant Obadiah, my husband, has died” (Targum
Melachim 2:4:1).

OBADIAH / 19731

D Obafiiah’s wife saved her sons from worshiping
idols with Ahab (Yalkut HaMechiri, Mishlei 31:27)

[:l At the same time that Ahab died, Obadiah died.
King Jehoram came to take [Obadiah’s] two sons.
What did [Obadiah’s wife] do? She went weeping to
thfe cemetery, stood beside Obadiah’s grave, and
cried, “God-fearing one! [See what] they are doing
to your orphans!”” Obadiah was told, ““Your wife is
crying out and weeping at your grave.” He went to
the Patriarchs, and they said to him, “We have
heard her cries. Go to the prophet Elisha.” Mean-
while she had returned and was crying at his grave.
He said to her, “If you wish to be answered, go to
Elisha” (Zohar Chadash, Ruth 82b).

[1Obadiah said [to his wife], “When I hid the
hundred prophets and sustained them with bread
and water in the cave, the oil lamp never ceased
[burning] for them by day or night. Let the prophet
mention these things to the Holy One, Blessed is
He, and He will repay you for what I lent Him"’
(Radak, II Kings 4:1, citing Targum Tosefta).

] “Your handmaid has nothing in the house save a
small container of oil”’ (Il Kings 4:2). Why oil rather
than anything else? Because she would anoint her
sons’ heads so that [when] they would go out in the
street, onlookers would not say, “Because Obadiah
robbed Ahab, God punished him [by making] his
house bare.” Therefore she stinted on everything
[else] and bought oil so her children would not go
out with dry and crusty heads (Ginzei Shechter

302).

[] The last miracle was greater than the first. When
all the barrels were used up and the oil had no place
to descend into, it stood like a pillar inside the
house, as it is written, The oil stood (I Kings 4:6)

(Ginzei Shechter 93).

[ The oil stood (Il Kings 4:6). She told her son,
“Bring me more broken pottery, and thg One Whp
commanded the empty vessels to fill up” will
command the broken vessels to be mended.”” The
son collected broken vessels and plac.ec'i them one
on top of the other, and they becamg joined by thﬁ
word of God. The pillar of oil flowed into them unti
all the broken vessels were filled. [When] the sons

said, ““There are no more vessels,” the pillar of oil
/
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OBADIAH / Y731V

heard and stopped [flowing]. The wo.man askedlt[:(;
prophet of God, “Am | to separate tithes f_ron; |
oil?”” He told her, “Your husband sustaine t:je
prophets with things that do not negd to be tltfhen.
Likewise, you are not required to give tithes fror |
this oil, for it came through a miracle [and not
from olives]”’ (Radak, I Kings 4:6,7, citing Targum
Tosefta).

[ “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt, and you and
your sons live off the rest (Il Kings 4:17). The
Zarephathite woman did not benefit [others from
the oil that was given to her miraculously]. You
[Obadiah’s wife], however, will share [your oil]
with others” (Ginzei Shechter 304).

a1y — Og

[King of Bashan] (Numbers 21:33)

PERSONALITY/ IN ABRAHAM'S TIME/ IN MOSES’ TIME

PERSONALITY

[J Sihon and Og were brothers, the sons of Ahijah
son of Shemhazai [one of the angels who de-
scended during the generation of Enosh (Rashi)]
(Niddah 61a).

[ There came the fugitive and told Abraham. . .
(Genesis 14:13). [The fugitive] is Og, who escaped
from the Flood (Niddah 61a).

[J He sat down on a plank at the top of the Ark and
swore to Noah and his sons that he would be their
slave forever [if they would let him stay]. Noah
bored an aperture in the Ark, through which he put
out [Og's] food daily (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 23)

[JOg is Abraham’s servant Eliezer. His feet were
four parasangs long, yet the Patriarch Abraham
kept him in the palm of his hand. Once [Abraham]
rebuked him, and [Og] was so frightened that his
tooth fell out. Abraham made itinto a bed, in which
he slept. Some say he made i : :
he sat all his life. Who had
Nimrod (Sofrim 21:9).

't into a chair, in which
given [Og] to Abraham?

E There came the fugitive (palit) (Genesis 14:13)
IS name was Palit. Then why was he called O ?
Because he came and foung Abraham occupiega

with ugos unleavened
/ cak
(Shocher Tov 136:12) ek lfor Passover]

428/ ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

OG 7/ 2y

[] There came the fugitive and told Abraham [that
Lot had been captured] (Genesis 14:13). The Holy
One, Blessed is He, told him, “You will e
rewarded for your steps with a long life” (Berejsh;s
Rabbah 42:8).

[]None mightier than he ever arose. He [alone]
was left of the giants that Amraphel and hjs
colleagues had slain [see Deuteronomy 3:11;
Genesis 14:5] (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:32).

[10Og was the least of all the Rephaim, a race of
giants [see Deuteronomy 3:11] who lived in his
time (Midrash Aggadah, Devarim 3:11).

[] He was an ugly person [for his body was out of
proportion]: his height was nine cubits, his width
four — which is almost half his height (Yalkut
HaMechiri, Amos 2:9).

[J Og built sixty cities, of which the smallest [had
walls] sixty mils high. His consumption of food was
a thousand oxen, his drinking was of a thousand
measures (Sofrim 21:9).

[J Abba Shaul said: Once | was running after a deer
and entered the [hollow] thighbone of a corpse,
and | ran after [the deer] three parasangs [within
the bone]. They said: That [bone] belonged to Og
king of Bashan (Niddah 24b).

[JHe had a son who was [even] stronger than he
(Bamidbar Rabbah 19:32).

[JSihon and Og were haughty and mighty. Only a
day’s journey separated them, yet neither came to
the aid of the other (Shir HaShirim 4:8).

IN ABRAHAM'S TIME

LAl the people of [Abraham’s] house ... Weré
circumcised with him (Genesis 17:27). This refers to
Og, who was circumcised (Zohar 3:184).

OOg said, “This Abraham is a zealot. Now !
will tell him that his nephew has been captured,
and he will wage war [to free him. Abraham!
will be slain [in battle] and | will take his wife
Sarah.” Said the Holy One, Blessed i He,
“Because you thought to kill the righteous [APr®
ham], by your life, you will see myriads upo”n

myriads of his descendants” (Bereishis Rabbah
42:8).




oG/ 2y

[] There came the fugitive and told Abraham h

(Genesis 14:13). He did not come for the sake of
Heaven, but for the sake of Sarah’s beauty (De-
varim Rabbah, end of ch. 1)

[JWhen [Abraham'’s servant Eliezer] did an act
of kindness for Isaac, Abraham freed him. The
Holy One, Blessed is He, then gave [Eliezer]
his reward in This World so that he would have
no reward in the World to Come. He made him
king: he was Og king of Bashan (Pirkei d'Rabbi
Eliezer 16).

[ JWhen Abraham circumcised his son Isaac, he
made a feast, [to which he] invited all the kings of
Canaan. Og, too, was present on that occasion.
They said to Og, "“Did you not say, ‘Abraham is a
sterile mule who will not beget offspring’?” Upon
seeing Isaac, [Og] said, “That is nothing. With
my finger | [can] kill him.” Said the Holy One,
Blessed is He, “Is that how you speak? You will
yet see thousands and myriads issuing from him,
and you will fall by their hands’" (Devarim Rabbah
1:25).

[ ] When Jacob came before Pharaoh to bless him,
Og was present. Said Pharaoh to Og, ““Did you not
say, ‘Abraham is a sterile mule who will not beget
offspring’? [Yet] here is his grandson with seventy
descendants.” Og began to cast an evil eye upon
them. Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, ““May the
eye of that wicked one melt . ..” (ibid.).

[1 Og said to Pharaoh, “That is Abraham himself!”
[for Jacob’s] face resembled [Abraham’s. Pharaoh
then] asked [Jacob], “How many years have you
lived?"" (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 47:8).

IN MOSES’ TIME

[J Sihon and Og were stronger than Pharaoh and
his armies, and [Israel] should have sung a song at
the downfall of Sihon and Og. It was David,
however, who composed a song about them: To
Him Who smote great kings . . . Sihon king of the
Emorites ... and Og king of Bashan (Psalms

136:17-20) (Shocher Tov 136:11).

O “Fear him not” (Deuteronomy 3:2). Why was
[Moses] afraid of Og but not of Sihor?? [Moses]
thought, ““Perhaps the merit of the Patriarch Abra-

OG /a1y

ham will protect [Og,”
’ g; fOr O had : f i
Lot's capture] (Niddah 61a) 8 informed him of

I Moses said, I am 120 years old; he is over 500.

If he f/lad no merit, he would not have lived so man
years” (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:32) :

P Upon  seeing Israel approaching, Og said

Surely the merit [of my circumcision] will super:
se.de their merit.”” At that moment Moses was
gripped by fear. How could he destroy the sign [of
the covenant] that Abraham had imprinted? The
Holy One, Blessed is He, told him, “Fear him not
(Deuteronomy 3:2). Do not fear his sign, for he has
blemished it, and whoever blemishes his sign
deserves to be destroyed” (Zohar 3:184a)

[JMoses and Israel came to the border of Edrei.
“Let us encamp here,” said Moses, “and we will
enter in the morning.” When they were about to
enter Edrei, there was still not enough light to see
[clearly]. Moses raised his eyes and saw Og sitting
on the wall, with his feet reaching the ground. ““I do
not know what | am seeing,”” said Moses. “Have
they built another wall overnight?”” “What you
see,”” said the Holy One, Blessed is He, “is Og.”
Og uprooted a mountain and hurled it at Israel.
Moses took a pebble, pronounced the Ineffable
Name over it, and stemmed [the mountain’s] fall
(Devarim Rabbah 1:24).

[ Og said, “The camp of Israel occupies a space
of three parasangs. | will uproot a mountain Qf
three parasangs and throw it on them and k'lll
them.” He went and uprooted such a mountain
and brought it over his head [in preparation fgr
throwing it at Israel]. The Holy One, Blesseq is
He, sent worms which bored into [the mountain],
and it descended on his neck. He sought to remove
it, [but] his teeth grew on both sideg and [he
became caught in it]. Moses was ten cubits tall. He

i ' its high
ick ten cubits long, jumped ten cubits high,
e and killed him (Berachos

too .
struck him on his ankle,

54b).
[] They waged

Elul, celebrated t
after the festival waged war ag

Shimoni, Chukas 765).

[] See also Eliezer

war against Sihon in [the month of]

he [Sukkos] festival in Tishrei, and
ainst Og (Yalkut
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UZZAH / DTV

a1y — Uzzah (I Samuel 6:6)

[]Uzzah was punished f
[and not realizing that it needgd nos
say he was punished] for relieving
presence [of the Ark] (Sotah 35a).

[] Uzzah entered the World to Come (ibid.).

or holding onto the Ark
upport. Others

himself in the

na11y — Azubah (I Chronicles 2:18)

[J Azubah is Miriam. She was called Azubah [lit.,
“forsaken’’] because at first everyone forsook her
[when she became a leper]. Her face was [white] as
a sheet (Sotah 12).

[ She fell ill and was treated as if dead. Caleb, too,
left her. After she was healed, he remarried her and
seated her in a palanquin [for the wedding proces-
sion] in his great rejoicing over her. Then the Holy
One, Blessed is He, restored her youth (Shemos
Rabbah 1:17).

[J Her face was like a rose (Sotah 12a).

o801y — Uzziel
[Son of Kehath; grandson of Levi]
(Exodus 6:22)

[J Uzziel pursued peace among the people of Israel
(Sifra Shemini 1).

191y — Uzziah
[King of Judah] (I Kings 15:30)

LI He reigned during the lifetime of his fathers
(Seder Olam Rabbah 19)

[J Uzziah buried [i.e., outlived] Jeroboam and an-
other three kings after him (Tosefta Sotah 12:4)

U Three people had a passion for agriculture, and
no good was found inthem: Cain, Noah, and Uzziah
[see Il Chronicles 26:1 0] (Bereishis Rabbah 36:3).

avid pronounced against
avid’s offspring: leper (11
ed in] Uzziah, [who] was a
rs (Sanhedrin 48b; Lekach

DAl the curses that D
Joab were fulfilled in D
Samuel 3:29) [was fulfill
leper for twenty-six yea
Tov, Vayikra 14:8).

43
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high priestand burnincense on the altar] (Sotah 9b)

(] Leprosy broke out on his forehead (i1 Chronicles
26:19). At that moment the Temple was split agyp.
der twelve mils by twelve mils. The priests hastened
to leave, and [Uzziah], too, hastened to leave (Avos
d’Rabbi Nosson 9).

[JWhat caused this to befall him? He was lax in
Torah study and abandoned himself to agriculture
(Tanchuma Noach 13).

[J Uzziah begot Jotham during the period of his
declared leprosy (Moed Katan 7b).

[J He sat in the house of freedom (Il Kings 15:5). He
built himself a house in the cemetery (Rashi, ibid.,
citing Yerushalmi).

NY — Ezra (Nehemiah 8:4)

PERSONALITY / SCRIBE / GOES UP TO THE
HOLY LAND / ENACTMENTS

PERSONALITY
[J Malachi is Ezra (Megillah 15a).

[] Ezra was worthy of [bringing] the Torah to Israel,
had Moses not preceded him (Sanhedrin 21b).

[JIf Aaron had been alive, Ezra would have been
greater than he in his [Ezra’s] time (Koheles Rabbah
1:4).

[JWhen Torah was forgotten by Israel, Ezra came
up from Babylon and reestablished it (Sukkah 20a).

[ Ezra blessed Hashem, the great God (Nehemiah
8:6). He praised [Hashem by pronouncing] the
Ineffable Name [based on a decision applicable toa
specific time and not to be taken as a permanent
ruling] (Yoma 69b).

[ Since the days of Joshua (yww») son of Nun (’Ne—
hemiah 8:17). Scripture diminished the honor of the
righteous [Joshua] in his grave [by omitting the
letter 1 from his name, thereby making it 1% rather
than ywy»] because of the honor of the righteous
(Ezra] in his [Ezra’s] time [for Ezra had prayed th_at
the inclination to worship idols be abolished while
Joshua had not done so] (Yerushalmi Shevi'is 6:1)-

[ Ezra the Scribe died on the tenth of Teves (end of
Megillas Ta’anis).




EZRA / RATY

SCRIBE

[]Just as he was a scribe [i.e., master scholar] in the
words of Torah, so too was he a scribe [master
scholar] in the words of the Sages (Yerushalmi
Shekalim 5:1).

CJAll the words of [the Book of Fzra] were com-
posed by Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. Why, then,
does the Book not bear his name? Because he said
“Remember me, O my God, for good” (Nehemiah/
13:31) and because he recounted the misdeeds of
his predecessors [which included] Daniel, who was
greater than he [see ibid. 5:15] (Sanhedrin 93b).

[1Ezra did not ascend from Babylon until he had
recorded his genealogy. He wrote his Book and the
genealogy of Chronicles until [he reached the ge-
nealogy of] himself. Who finished it? Nehemiah son
of Hacaliah (Bava Basra 15a).

GOES UP TO THE HOLY LAND

(] The third day of the month of Adar during the sixth
year of the reign of King Darius (Ezra 6:15). The
following year at that time, Ezra went up from
Babylon with his fellow exiles (Rosh Hashanah 3b).

(] Ezra and his party did not go up at the time [of
Cyrus’ announcement] because he needed to clarify
his learning [under the tutelage of] Baruch son of
Neriah . . . (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 5:5; Eitz Yosef).

[JAs long as Baruch son of Neriah was alive, Ezra
[his devoted disciple] did not leave him to go up [to
the Land of Israel] (Megillah 16b).

[JEzra did not go up from Babylon until he had
made [the Jews of Babylon] like the purest sifted
flour [by taking with him all those whose lineage
was blemished. Ezra feared that in Babylon they
would mix with the other families. In the Holy Land,
however, he would prevent them from mixing]
(Kiddushin 69b, Rashi).

[JThe people of Israel were worthy of having a
miracle made for them [i.e., an independent state]
in the days of Ezra as in the days of Joshua son of
Nun, but their sins prevented it [and they remained
under the rule of the Persian kings] (Berachos 43,
Rashi).

[J When Ezra took them up, not all went along [but

EZRA / 891p

rather, the ma

jori : -
(Kesubos 2Sa)_J 'ty remained in Babylon (Rashi)]

PEzra passed through all the cities and called
| (;’ome and let us go to the Temple [site] and rebuilé
itl"” But the Children of Israel did not go, for the

thought Ezra was lying; they [even] sought to kil);
him. Ezra found out, and he prayed. God heard [his

prayer] and hid him (Ma%aseh D o .
HaMidrash 5:121) sy SR

ENACTMENTS

[ Ezra instituted ten ordinances: [the Torah] is read
during the Sabbath minchah service; [the Torah] is
read on Mondays and Thursdays; ([the judges] judge
on Mondays and Thursdays [when people are gath-
ered to hear the Torah reading]; clothing is laun-
dered on Thursday [in preparation for the Sabbath],
and garlic is eaten on the eve of the Sabbath [to
increase fertility]; women bake [bread early so that
it will be available for the poor who come to the
door]; women must wear undergarments; women
must wash their hair prior to immersion in a
mikveh ; peddlers circulate through the towns [to
sell cosmetics]; and men who experience a noctur-
nal emission immerse [in a mikveh] (Bava Kamma
82a, Rashi).

[ Ezra ordained that the curses in Leviticus be read
[publicly] before Shavuos, and those in Deuteron-
omy before Rosh Hashanah (Megillah 31b).

[ The first holiness [i.e., the sanctification of the
Land accomplished by Joshua] sanctified it for that
time [when Israel was sovereign over the Laqd of
Israel] and for all time. Ezra was merely mz.al.qng'a
[ceremonial] remembrance when he [§anct|f1§d it.
According to a different opinion, ] the first hohpes’s
sanctified it only for that time but did not sanctify it

for all time. Ezra sanctified it [for all time] (Shevuos

16a).

(] Ezra Zerubabel, and Joshua [son of Jehozadak]

oathered the entire congregatiqn to God's Ten:jpleii
z;hey brought three hundred priests, three hdunthree
Torah scrolls, an re
fars, three hundred !
;}L?ldred children.. . . and they excommumlcatijd tmh:
Cuthites with the secret of the Ineffable Na

(Tanchuma Vayeishev 2)-
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as prepared by Moses, the

i d heifer w.
[ The first re o were five thereafter

second by Ezra; and t
(Mishnah Parah 3:5).
[]The Gibeonites were distan
(Shocher Tov 1:10).

[] Since Ezra’s time, we have not found an Elul of
thirty days (Beitzah 6a).

ced even by Ezra

m9q1y — Azariah (Daniel 1:6)
[J See Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah

M1y — Azariah
[High priest] (I Chronicles 5:36)

[J Who served as priest in the House that Solomon
built (ibid.). Was he the only one who served
as high priest? Did not others precede him, and
did not any serve after him? Rather, through
him the precept of the high priesthood was up-
held [for it was he who banished King Uzziah
from the Temple when the king sought to minis-
ter as high priest] (Midrash HaGadol, Bamidbar
18:17).

MI¥NN 13 7MY — Azariah son of Amaziah
[King of Judah; Azariah is another name for
King Uzziah] (Il Kings 14:21)

[J See Uzziah

N7y — Atarah (I Chronicles 2:26)

[ Jerahmeel had another wife whose name was
Atarah '(m\)v) (ibid.). He took a gentile wife in order
to glorify himself (hvynnY) through her, and she

brought mourning (AYN) into his house [she was
the mother of Onam (O0N) (ibid.)] (

Y .
Sanhedrin 2:3) erushalmi

YPRID RPY — Ira the Jairite
[Advisor and teacher to David]

(Il Samuel 20:26)

[ Ira the Jairite is Hushai the Arkite (

naim v'Amoraim 103) Yichusei Tan-

Dlrfa ... was David’s priest (
David would send him

priests]. The very next
famine in David’s time

ries Il Samuel 20:26).
his gifts [i.e., the gifts due
ve.rs.,e states: There was 3
(ibid. 21:1), for whoever

4
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gives all his gifts. to a single priest brings famine tq
the world (Eiruvin 63a).

[JDavid was chosen [by Godl, but [after he
sinned] he was rejected, as it is written, The kino
went forth, and all the people after him, and l‘he;
stood in the house of distancing (Il Samuel 15:17).
They excommunicated [David], and he a((epted
the ban. Under the influence of his teacher Ira the
Jairite, David was drawn near [once again] (Bamid-

bar Rabbah 3:2).

[J His teacher Ira the Jairite sat on pillows and
blankets while teaching his disciples. After his
teacher died, David taught the disciples while sit-
ting on the ground (Moed Katan 16b).

[JAs long as lra the Jairite, David’s teacher,
was alive, “In my heart | [David] treasured Your
word” (Psalms 119:11) [and he did not teach a
Torah lesson or issue a halachic decision, for
this would have been disrespectful to his teacher].
After [Ira] died, “With my lips | recounted all the
judgments of Your mouth” (ibid. v. 13) [and he
began to teach Torah to the multitudes] (Eiruvin
63a).

12Y — Achan

[JNone in the Tribe of Judah was richer than he
(Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Masei 4).

[J Heman is Achan (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 6:3).

(Joshua 7:1)

L] His name was Achan. Why then was he called
Zimri [I Chronicles 2:6]2 Because he did the
deeds of Zimri [of Numbers 25:14; namely, hav-
ing relations with a betrothed maiden, or causing
punishment to be placed on Israel for his sins
(Rashi)]. Another said: Zimri was his name. Why,
then, was he called Achan? Because he caused

(12y) Israel to be punished for its sins (Sanhedrin
44b).

(] Achan transgressed the [majority of the (Maha(-
sha)] Five Books of the Torah; he disguised h_lS
circumcision; he consorted with a betrothed girl
(Sanhedrin 44a).

L Achan slaughtered his evil inclination by €0
fessing [and repenting], and he [thereby] showe
the way to penitents (Vayikra Rabbah 9:1).
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[JHis confession atoned for him. [Hence,] “This
day (Joshua 7:25) you are troubled, but you will not
be troubled in the World to Come” (Sanhedrin
43b).

[J Achan violated three bans in Moses’ time and
one in Joshua’s time. Why was [Israel] not pun-
ished [for the first three?] Because [God] did not
punish [the people of Israel] for covert [transgres-
sions] until they crossed the Jordan [and heard and
accepted the blessings and curses at the Mountains
of Grizim and Ebal, thereby becoming responsible
for each other’s actions] (Sanhedrin 43b).

[JHe violated the bans [on the spoils] of the
Canaanite king of Arad, of Sihon and Og, of Midian,
and of Jericho (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 6:3).

[ When the Holy One, Blessed is He, told Joshua,
“Israel has sinned” (Joshua 7:11), he said, “Master
of the World, who sinned?”” [God] replied, “Am |
an informer? Go cast lots!”” [Joshua] cast lots, and
the lot fell on Achan. Achan said to Joshua, “You
wish to judge me through a lottery? You and
Eleazar the priest are the greatest men of the
generation. If | were to cast lots between you, [the
lot] would [have to] fall on one of you.” Joshua
said, ““Please do not cast aspersion on the lottery,
for the Land of Israel is to be divided by means of a
lottery . .. confess to Him”’ (ibid. v. 19). [Joshua]
won [Achan] over with words [Achan understood
Joshua to mean]: “We ask only for a confession.
Confess and you will go free.” Immediately Achan
answered . . . “In truth, | have sinned . ..” (ibid. v.
20) (Sanhedrin 43b).

[(JWhen Joshua told Achan, “Give, | pray you,
honor to Hashem, God of Israel” (Joshua 7:19),
[Achan] said to Joshua, ““You tell me what you have
done.” Thereupon a conflict broke out among the
Israelites. [Achan’s] Tribe of Judah arose and slew
groups of Israelites. Upon seeing this, Aghan
thought, I am sinning and causing others to sin. It
is better for me to confess than for a [civil war]‘to
come about through me.” He made his voice
heard, and the entire congregation fell silent. He
said, “I looked into the verse in the Torah You shall
eat the spoils of your enemy (Deuteronomy 20:14)
and | took them.” Immediately Joshua sent [for

ACHSAH / npay

the stolen spoils before]

steal them and continue
Rabbah 23:6)

L They spread them
Hashem (Joshua 7:23);

the Tribe of Judah [could]
the dissension (Bamidbar

[the spoils] out before

f ' He threw them down be-
ore God and said, “Master of the Universe, should

[Jair the son of Manasseh, who was equal in wis-

dom to] the majority of the Sanhedrin, be killed for
these?”” (Sanhedrin 44a)

U “I have sinned (Joshua 7:20)
family” (Semachos 2:9)

— I [alone], not my

[J His wife and children knew about it (Sanhedrin
443),

[JAchan wept greatly and said, “Woe is to me!
Even the banned [spoils] that my colleagues took
from the Midianites and gave to Moses, I did not
give him. That is why great shame has come upon
me" (Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu Rabbah 18).

[] Achan confessed that he had stolen [the banned
articles] on the Sabbath, taken them out of Jericho,
and concealed them in his tent. He was [therefore]
stoned for desecrating the Sabbath and burned for
violating the ban (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Masei 4).

(1 Joshua took . . . his [Achan’s] sons and his daugh-
ters (Joshua 7:24). Why were they put to death?
Because they knew about the matter but did not
tell. They were sentenced to stoning and to burn-
ing; to stoning because they knew and did not tgll,
to burning because thirty-six righteous men died
on his account (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 38).

npay — Achsah
[Daughter of Caleb]

[ Why was she called Achsah [from Y2, anger?
Because whoever saw her would.be angry at his
wife [i.e., would be angry that his wife w.as.dnot
equally beautiful]. She fell fror.n the ({onkey gbnh vI
18). [After her father gave her in marriage :]o t.dn[lteo
the son of Kenaz, a great Torah scholar,] she sa;S 0
her father Caleb,] “Justas the donkey, as s'oonut i
has no food in his manger, immedle.ltel‘y cr}:ef oho,use
does a woman who has no grain mfl.ee/ihOOd
immediately cry out. Give mfjalas:(;lrgsig \:v19) 2 ;
ojyen me an arl AV
ﬁocguys(()eubgfgi)?all [material] good and a man who has

(Joshua 15:16)
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Genesis 23:16. Thus he became wanting] (Bereishis

Rabbah 58:7).

[J The wicked promise much but perform not even
a little. This we learn from Ephron, who spoke of
giving Abraham the cave for 400 silver.shekels
(Genesis 23:15), yet concluded by taking 400
centals [each cental is equal to 100 maneh, or 5,000
shekels], because there are places where centals
are called shekels (Bava Metzia 87a).

T — Er

[Son of Judah]
[ He was born before the sale of Joseph, when
Joseph was fifteen years old (Sechel Tov, Bereishis
38:5).
[J At the age of seven, he took a wife (Seder Olam
Rabbah 2).

[] Er and Onan cohabited [with their wives] in an
unnatural manner (Yevamos 34b).

(Genesis 38:3)

[0 He cohabited naturally but scattered his semen
without (Bereishis Rabbah 85:4).

[JWhy did Er do so? So that [Tamar's] beauty
would not be marred by her pregnancy (Yevamos
34b).

n37Y — Orpah
[Daughter-in-law of Naomi] (Ruth 1:4)

[J Why was she called Orpah? Because she turned
her back (97) to her mother-in-law and returned
to her homeland (Zohar Chadash, Ruth 81b).

U Ruth and Orpah were the daughters of Eglon
king of Moab (Ruth Rabbah 2:9).

[ Chilion was Orpah’s husband (Tikkunei Zohar
31:75b).

[ Heaven forbid that [Mahlon and Chilion] mar-
ried [Ruth and Orpah, respectively,] when the
women were still gentiles. Rather, when [the
women] married they converted, and they re-
mained with the faith as long as their husbands
were alive (Zohar Chadash, Ruth 79a)

0J And Naomi said to her two dau

- . ghters-in-law . . .
God should deal kindly with You, as you have dealt

kindly with the dead”” (Ruth 1:8
:8). [Ruth and Orpah
had taken care of their [Mahlon’s and Chilir(?ris%
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shrouds; “and with me” (ibid.) — they had
renounced their marriage settlements [they did not
insist that Naomi pay them the amount they were
entitled to as widows by their marriage contract]
(Ruth Rabbah 2:8).

(] Orpah kissed her mother-in-law (Ruth 1:14). Said
the Holy One, Blessed is He: “Let the descendants
of [Orpah], who kissed, come and fall before the
descendants of [Ruth], who cleaved” [i.e., Goliath
in the hands of David, etc. — see Maharsha| (Sotah
42b).

[ In reward for the four tears that Orpah shed over
her mother-in-law, she merited to have four mighty
warriors issue from her (ibid.).

[1[In reward for] the forty steps that Orpah
accompanied her mother-in-law, the punishment
of her son [Goliath] was suspended for forty days
(Ruth Rabbah 2:20).

[] She returned home to the fields of Moab, but
because she was wanton they did not accept her.
So she went to the land of the Philistines, where she
bore six illegitimate sons. All of them fell by the
hand of David, who was the [great-Igrandson of
Ruth (Zohar Chadash, Ruth 81b).

[(J The night Orpah parted from her mother-in-law,
[she consorted with] a hundred gentiles. R” Tan-
chuma said: Even with a dog (Ruth Rabbah 2:20).

[J When Abishai son of Zeruiah came to the land of
the Philistines [to rescue David], he encountered
[Ishbi’s] mother Orpah, who was spinning. Upon
seeing him, she stopped spinning and threw the
distaff at him in an attempt to kill him. It fell without
striking him. “Lad,” she said, “bring me the
spindle.” Abishai threw it at her head and killed her
(Sanhedrin 95b).

INNWY — Asahel
[Brother of Joab, David’s general]
(Il Samuel 2:18)

[J Asahel was light of foot (ibid.). He ran over the
tops of ears of grain without breaking them
(Koheles Rabbah 9:11).

[JHe would hunt deer on foot with great speed
(Yalkut Shimoni, Yirmiyahu 284).
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[ Missing of David’s servants were nineteen men
and Asahel (Il Samuel 2:30). [Asahel is mentioned
separately] because [his loss] was the most painful
of all (Sifri Eikev 52).

[J Abner smote him in the homesh (Il Samuye/ 2:93)
— in the fifth (from chamesh, ““five’" rib, where the
liver and the gall bladder are suspended (Sanhedrin
49a).

[JJoab asked Abner, “Why did you kill Asahel?”
“Asahel was pursuing [me],” replied [Abner]. “You
should have saved yourself [by striking] one of his
limbs [without killing him],” said [Joab]. “I was not
able to,” said [Abner]. ““You were able to aim for the
fifth rib,” said Joab, “yet you could not aim for one
of his limbs!”” (Sanhedrin 49a).

1wy — Esau
BIRTH / PERSONALITY / WICKEDNESS / FAMILY /
HONORS FATHER / GARMENTS / SALE OF THE
BIRTHRIGHT / ISAAC’'S BLESSINGS / HATRED OF
JACOB / RECONCILIATION WITH JACOB / DEATH

(Genesis 25:25)

BIRTH

L1 The children agitated within her (ibid. v. 22).
When [Rebecca] stood near synagogues and study
halls, Jacob would struggle to come forth; and
when she passed by temples of idol worship, Esau
would push to come forth (Bereishis Rabbah 63:6).

[JThey tossed up and down in her womb like
ocean waves, [for] each one said, I will be born
first.” Finally Esau said to Jacob, “If you do not let
me go out first, | will kill my mother and leave
through the stomach wall.” Jacob said, “This
wicked one is a murderer from his inception,” and
allowed [Esau] to emerge first (Midrash HaGadol,
Bereishis 25:22).

[J When he left his mother’s womb, he cut it so that
she would not bear the twelve tribal ancestors
(Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Ki Seitzei 4).

[JWhy did Esau issue first? So that he would leave
together with his refuse [for with the opening of the
womb, the blood and refuse runs, and the fir;t to
leave gets dirtied from it (Eitz Yosef)] (Bereishis
Rabbah 63:8).

LJHe was born completely developed, with

ESAU / 1wy

hair, beard, and molars

25:25) (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis

PERSONALITY
LI Both Jacob and Esau went to
and no one distinguished betw
years. When they grew up,
knows hunting (
Seitzei 4).

and from school,
een them for fifteen
Esau became one who
Genesis 25:27) (Tanchuma Ki

[ ] His face resembled that of his father (Shocher
Tov 18:32).

[J Esau [means] xw Nn — “Behold this waste that
| created in My world” (Bereishis Rabbah 63:8)

[J His father called him o7, big (Genesis 27:1); his
mother called him big (ibid. v. 15). The Holy One,
Blessed is He, said to them, “If he is big in your
eyes, in Mine he is small”” (Bereishis Rabbah 65:11).

[ That is Esau, father of Edom (Genesis 36:43). He
was red (ibid. 25:25); his food was red (ibid.
28:30); his land was red (ibid. 32:4); his warriors
were red (Nahum 2:4); their garments were red
(ibid.). He will be punished by the Red One [God]
(Song of Songs 5:10) in a red garment (/saiah 63:2)
(Bereishis Rabbah 63:12).

(] One who knows hunting (Genesis 25:27). He
entrapped people with his mouth. “Did you not
steal? [I know you did, but what | want to know is]
who stole with you. Did you not kill? [I know you
did, but | want to know] who your accomplice
was.”” [Upon finding that Esau knew of his crime,
the villain would confess] (Bereishis Rabbah 63:10).

[] He judged people with cunning (Devarim Rab-
bah 1:17).
[] He hated peace (Shocher Tov 120:7).

[] He was a hypocrite (ibid. 14:3).
[Israel] (Psalms

he boar of the forest ravages
8[:10246) [The boar] is the wicked Esau (Shocher Tov
120:6).
] All the nati s
[]Esau did not rebel during the lifetime 0
Patriarch Abraham (Bava Basra 16b). o
[]He slew Nimrod and [Nimrod's] son EnO

(Targum Yonasarn, Bereishis 25:27)-

ons hate Esau (ibid. 9:7).
f the
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WICKEDNESS

[] He prevented Rebecca from bearing the. Tv¥elve
TribesF[)see BIRTH], and he prevented her bier }:om
being taken out publicly. [When SI;T' d(ljed, gb;?a;en;
i an
no longer alive, Isaac was blin '
\I:v:r;e and jgacob had fled [from Esaul; only Esau
was present (Pesikta d'Rav Kahana 3:47).

[J He sinned against the Patriarch Abraham. Abra-
ham would have lived longer, but becagse of Es.au
his life was cut short [to spare him the pain of seeing
Esau embark on a career of wickedness] (Pesikta

Rabbasi 12:18).

[] During the five years that he caused to be cut
from the life of the Patriarch Abraham, Esau
committed two severe transgressions: he violated a
betrothed maiden and committed murder (Pesikta
d’Rav Kahana 3:34).

[JEsau . .. [was] exhausted (Genesis 25:29), [for]
that wicked one had committed five crimes that day
[of Abraham’s funeral]: he violated a betrothed
maiden, committed murder, denied God, denied
resurrection of the dead, and spurned the birthright
(Bava Basra 16b).

[ The degraded man (naval) says in his heart . . .
(Psalms 14:1). This refers to the wicked Esau. Why
was he called naval, ““degraded’’? Because he filled
the world with degradation: he built theaters,
circuses, and temples of idolatry. R Huna said: [The
word naval comes from nevelah, corpse.] He filled
thg whole land with corpses of the people of Israel
(ibid. 79:2). R” Abba said: He was menuval

Sstg;:irate.fHe placed a statue of himself at thé
(Shochei Tzv 1l‘)’rr:(:;t)}.mels, toilets, and bathhouses
[ He lived amon
Rebecca] but dig
(Yoma 38b),

U saac loveq Esau, for there
mouth (Genes;s 25:28)

that he was praying wi
deceiving him (

OWh

= hi;n Es\;avi came from outside, his father would

2 “I,n g etre WEre you today?” [Esau] would
Study hall.” |saac would marve| and

& two righteous people [Isaac and
not learn from thejr [good] deeds

was entrapment in hijs
. [Esau] would tell his father

th his mouth —
Zohar 1:1395). Lthe as
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exclaim, “See how careful my son js with
precepts!”” (Yelamdeinu, Batei Midrashos 155) e

[ [Esau] would [guilefully] ask his father,

“Mue
salt be tithed?”” (Tanchuma Toldos 8). ol

[JAll the crimes that the Holy One, Blessed i

, H
detests were committed by Esau (ibid.). -

[] Esau said to Amalek, “How 1 tried to kj|| Jacob!
But he was not delivered into my hand. Set you}
mind to exacting my revenge” (Yalkut Shimoni,
Chukas 764).

FAMILY

[J It had been agreed that Jacob was to marry Leah
and Esau to marry Rachel. What saved Rachel from
him? Jacob and Leah prayed for her (Shocher Tov
55:4).

[J[Esau] married heathen women, who made
smoke rise [by burning incense] before idols. When
Isaac smelled it, his eyes dimmed (Pesikta Rabbasi
12:47).

O] For forty years, Esau had been capturing and
violating other men’s wives. Upon reaching the age
of forty, he emulated his father and said, “Just as
father married at the age of forty, so will I marry at
the age of forty”” (Bereishis Rabbah 65:1).

[JHe married Judith, Basemath, and Mahalath to
increase his wealth (ibid. 82:2).

[] He took Mahalath (Genesis 28:9). R’ Yehoshua
ben Levi said that nonn (ibid.) is an indication it
[when he went to marry her] he resolved to repent
and the Holy One, Blessed is He, [would have been
willing] to forgive (5n») him for all his sins. Another
of his wives was Basemath (nnw3, ibid. 36:3),Wh'Ch
indicates he was exhilarated (ynyT NP9 with the
repentance. Said R’ Eliezer: If he had divorced the
first [wives, who were wicked], that would have

been correct. But he took Mahalath in a.ddition tOgZ:i
wives (ibid.) — adding grief to grief (Bere!
Rabbah 67:13).

u the

O [God said to Jacob,] ““[By not giving Elza kind-
opportunity to marry Dinah,] you it Dinah
ness from your brother [for by marrying E?au)'/ sef)]:
could have influenced him to repent (E/Z Oto a
You did not seek to marry Off [PrEy
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circumcised man [Esau]; she will therefore marry an
uncircumcised one [Shechem]. You did not seek to
marry her off in a way that is permitted: she will
marry in a forbidden way.” Now Dinah . .

b -wentout
(Genesis 34:1) (Bereishis Rabbah 80:4).

[ How many mamzerim [children who result from
incest or adultery] were begotten by [Esau’s descen.
dants, enumerated in the Torah]? Rav said: Three, R’
Levi said: Four (ibid. 82:12).

[JAs long as lIsaac was alive, Esau’s descendants
fulfilled [the precept of] circumcision. After he died,
they stopped (Yalkut Shimoni, Toldos 116).

[] The great kingdom of Rome was built by Zepho
son of Eliphaz son of Esau. Tirtat of the land of Elisha
attacked him and killed him. Upon hearing of his
grandson’s death, Esau came to comfort [Eliphaz]
(Yelamdeinu, Batei Midrashos 160).

HONORS FATHER

(] No one in the world honored his father as Esau
honored his father — and that caused [Esau] to rule
this world (Zohar 146b).

[ Because he honored his father, kings and rulers
wished to cleave to him [and his descendants]
(Bereishis Rabbah 82:14).

L1 As long as Isaac was alive, [Esau’s descendants]
practiced circumcision (Yalkut Shimoni, Beshalach
268).

[JWhen [Esau] served his father, he [wore] royal
robes (Pesikta Rabbasi 24:58).

L] Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: No man ever
honored his fathers as | honored my fathers; but |
found that Esau honored his father even more than
I [honored mine] (Devarim Rabbah 1:15).

[JHe is still receiving his reward for honoring his
father (ibid.)

[Jacob said . . . “I fear [Esau] (Genesis 32:10-12),
for he has been occupied all this time [of my
absence] with honoring his father” (Targum
Yonasan, Bereishis 32:12).

GARMENTS

LI Her [Rebecca’s] older son Esau’s coveted gar-
ments (Genesis 27:15) — which he had coveted

ESAU / 1wy

¢ :
[:EgeNgrod. [Esa;u] had slain [Nimrod] and taken
rments from him]. In thes
. . e [ga
Esau] served his father (Bereishis Rabbahg6:1]§>;]t51

ElThese garments were robes of distinction that
elonged to Adam and haq come into the

sion of Nimrod (Zohar 1:142b). Fiow
J When Adam, dressed in [
g0 out to the field, all the
world would flock to him (

these garments], would
beasts and fowl of the
Bereishis Rabbah 63:13).
D'When Esau wore the garments, he, too, became
mighty. Said Jacob, “That wicked one is not worthy
of wearing those garments.” He dug [a hole] in the
earth and buried them (Yalkut Shimoni, Toldos 115).

[J Esau’s coveted garments, which were with [Re-
becca] in the house (Genesis 27:15). [Although
Esau] had several wives, [the garments] were with
[Rebecca] in the house, [for Esau] knew [his wives,
and did not trust them] (Bereishis Rabbah 65:16).

SALE OF THE BIRTHRIGHT

[]Just as the [Divine] Name rested upon Jacob, so
should it have rested upon Esau. Esau was worthy of
producing kings, and Jacob priests. But all of these
gifts were taken away from [Esau] when he sold his
birthright to Jacob (Midrash Shir HaShirim, ed.
Buber 18).

[] He sold his birthright of his own accord (Berachos
7b).

[] Esau hated the birthright from the beginning, and
he asked Jacob to take it from him even without
[paying] money (Zohar 1:139a).

[] Esau asked Jacob, \What is the nature of this
stew?”’ [Jacob] replied, “Itis sewgd because thac;
sage [Abraham] has died”’ [and lentils were Fheffoom
customarily given toamourner upon returnung] :/(v)as
a burial]. “That sage [althoug.h SO rlghteous.o in

stricken by the Attribute ofJu.stlce [wnh?(?,ut ecr;Jair);eg
the pleasures of a long life (Eitz ?fosef)],; el’c‘{ =i

[Esau). “Yes,” e Uacobl: SER Suarrection!’,’
ithere is neither reward nor res

ishi h 63:11).
(Bereishis Rabba . d
When Esau entered, he found Jacob.staEndT]g 52”
~ oking, his eyes filled with §moke. Saf|~d}[, scara\:v“ng
4 plebé—:at whatever is available — 11sh,
peo
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ake pains to cook a
f we do not do so,
hen the righteous

i t
things, and the like — and you

ey lied, I
lentils!”” Jacob repHees
plate of.e o on that day W

hat will we _ .
:Zceive their reward [for we“ will hav\(;orld )
f b'ddenfoods]?”Said[Esau], Is there a i
“ here resurrection of the dead?

e? And is t :
;?lTwered Jacob, “If there is O world to coms
nd no resurrection of the dead, why dq you nee
¥ |, as this day, your birthright to

‘< birthright? Sel 1t t
$:as” (Genegsis 25:31) (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis

25:31).

[]“Pour into me, NOW
wicked one opened his mouth el an
said, 1 will open my mouth; you keep pouring [in
the food]"” (Bereishis Rabbah 63:12).

[] “Some of that very red stuff'" (Genesis 25:30). In
addition to the red dish, [Esau] also asked [Jacob]
for gold, which is reddish, in payment for the
birthright; for the dish alone he would not have
sold it. It is written, Esau ate and drank (ibid. v. 34),
for after giving him gold in payment for his
birthright, [Jacob] also gave him food and drink so
that [Esau] would sell him [the birthright] with
good will (Lekach Tov, Bereishis 25:34).

" (Genesis 25:30). That
like a camel and

[0 “What use to me (09 nt, zeh 1) is a birthright?”’
(Genesis 25:32). With these words, he disgraced
and blasphemed God and thus denied WN M (zeh

2!; )%BT;u's is my CGod (Exodus 15:2) (Bereishis Rabbah

D.He ate and drank (Genesis 25:34). He brought in
with h/um 4 group of ruffians who said, “Let us eat
E;cobs food.] aqd laugh at him [for having pur-

ased the birthright]1” (Bereishis Rabbah 63:14)
DHe assembled crowds

ISAAC'S BLESSINGS

sough
know that [Esay] Bt to bless Esau, he did not

W.ickedness_ = had embarked o a career of

en [Esay’s) ¢
im, | eeds
Judgm[esaacl trembled fear er Pl 0
" Pesikta gy, Kahana 32068the Day  of
:68),
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(] Esau went ... to hunt game to bring

27:5). [Esau] said, “If | find [game], wellbaridce”esis
If not, I will bring a stolen anima| (Ber%Q%d.
IShis

Rabbah 65:13).

[JThroughout that day Esau hunted g
bound them, and an angel came and r
them; he hunted birds and tied them, and
came and freed them. Why was all this ne
So that Jacob would [have enough time t
and take the blessings (ibid. 67:2).

er and
eleaseq
an ange|
Cessary?
0] COme

[ The Holy One, Blessed is He, withheld from him
prey that was clean [and permissible to eat. Esay
then] found a dog [that was not permissible to eat]
and killed it, and he, too, made delicacies [for [saac
to eat] (Genesis 27:31) (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis
2.7:31).

[0 Jacob had scarcely left (Genesis 27:30). The
doors folded back. Jacob stood behind the door
until Esau entered; then he left (Bereishis Rabbah
66:5).

[JWhen Esau entered his father’s [room], Gehi-
nom entered with him [as a sign to Isaac that the
blessings belonged to Jacob and not to Esau] (ibid.
65:22).

[J Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, to Esau: “You
said, ‘Let my father rise’ (Genesis 27:31); that is, let
the constellation of your idolatry, which you c.aH
‘my father,’ rise. By your life, I will punish you wn.th
the same expression: Let God arise, let his enemies
be scattered” (Psalms 68:2) (Bereishis Rabbah
65:18).

[JEsau said to his father, “The main question 1*
what did he give you to eat?”” I do not know,t
replied [Isaac]. “I tasted the flavor of bread, meaci
fish, all the delicacies in the world.” When [lsa;e
mentioned meat, [Esau] wept, saying, “H.e gav}(:ow
one plate of lentils and took my birthngthe -
much more so you, to whom he gave meallt [sing]!”
able to trick you into giving him your bles

(ibid. 67:2).

U [And Esau said,] ““Is he not rightly hese
Jacob? For he has circumvented M€ tcleaf his
times” (Genesis 27:36). He began . to spitO"
throat in the manner of one who prepafes

called (JPVZ
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another’s face [in contempt] (Bereishis Rabbah
67:4).

[] Three argued falsely with [God]: Cain, Esau, and
Manasseh [king of Judah]. Esau said, “Have you but
one blessing, Father? (Genesis 27:38). [t appears
that had both Jacob and I been righteous, your God
would not have been able to provide blessings for
both of us!”” (Torah Sheleimah, Tanchuma)] (San-
hedrin 101b).

[] Esau raised his voice and wept (Genesis 27:38).
These tears caused Israel to descend into exile; and
when these tears are [outweighed] by the weeping
of Israel, Israel will go out of exile (Zohar 2:12b).

[]In reward for those two tears that Esau shed, he
was given Mount Seir, where sufficient rain always
falls. And in reward for taking his things and going
away from his brother Jacob, a hundred provinces
were given to him (Yalkut Shimoni, Lech Lecha 76).

[ ] The wicked Esau shed three tears: one [fell] from
the right eye, one from the left, and the third was
attached to his eye and did not drop (Tanchuma
Kedoshim 15).

[]Jacob caused Esau to utter one cry, as it is
written, He cried out with an exceedingly great and
bitter cry (Genesis 27:34). He received his retribu-
tion [through his descendants] in Shushan the
capital, as it is written, Mordecai . . . cried out with
a great and bitter cry (Esther 4:1) (Bereishis Rabbah
67:4).

[J Hashem said to [Moses], “You have gone around
this mountain long enough (Deuteronomy 2:2.3).
If you harm [Esau on Mount Seir], you will be
harming yourselves. His father gave [Esau] one
blessing, by your sword you will live (Genesis
27:40), and to Jacob he gave ten blessings. If
[Esau’s] blessing is nullified, so are your ten”
(Devarim Rabbah 1:18).

HATRED OF JACOB

O ltis a well-known rule that Esau hates Jacob (Sifi
Beha’aloscha 69).

U Said Esau, ““Cain was a fool for killing his brother
Abel d.Uring his father’s lifetime; he did not know
that his father would procreate and beget Seth. |

ESAU / 1wy

y

Jacob '
00 (Genesis 27:41). [Le., T will wait til| my father

dies, then kill Jacob s
(Shocher Tov 2.4 Jand | will inherit his portion’’

DI 1 kil (Jacoby,

; Shem and i el
judgment against me and Eber will sit in

' and demand, ‘Wh did
kill your brother?’ Rather, | will go myarr'y [);?1:

de?ughter of] Ishmael, and he will come and quarre|
with [Isaac] about the birthright and slay hin? ThI:;
I, as the blood redeemer, will attack [lshmaél] and
slay him, and I will inherit two families.”” Said the
Holy Qne, Blessed is He, “Do you not know that |
examine hearts?”’ (Bereishis Rabbah 67:8)

(] Esau went to Ishmael and said to him, “Arise and
slay your brother [Isaac] and I will slay my brother
[Jacob], and we will inherit the whole world.”
“Rather than telling me to slay your father,” said
Ishmael, “‘slay him yourself.”” Said [Esau], “There is
a precedent for killing one’s brother — Cain slew
Abel — but there is no precedent for killing one’s
father”” (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 28:9).

[] Esau set out in pursuit of Jacob at ten hours [into
the day]. The Holy One, Blessed is He, obscured
the light and made it night, [thus leaving] Esau in
the darkness without knowing where he was going.
Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, ‘Do you think
you are mighty?”” (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Vayeitzei

3).

[] What did the wicked Esau do to Jacob? He saw
him [leave] empty-handed [from his father"s
house]. Instead of pitying him, he said, "I will
precede him on the road. He will be unabl.e to pass,
and 1 will kill him there.”” Jacob raised his eyes tg
the Holy One, Blessed is He, Who perfgrmﬁ
miracles for him: [Jacob] placed his staff mh.: ?
Jordan River. It split, and he (er(i;/S::,; [Er\S/\aeuar:;“«ZZd
was waiting on the road.

El:: Jacob had f%ed across the Jordan, he pumrzﬁz:
him and found him in a cave, d place r;ieﬂl e
the baths of Tiberias; for Jacob had thogngan,d g
no bread in hand; 1 shall [at least] go |

. d
; " icked Esau came an
myself in e belhe/Cle WUacob] would diein it.

that
nded the bath so acob i
‘S/l\J/[/rigEedest one in the world,” said the Holy
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plate of lentils!” Jacob replied, “If we do not do so -
what will we do on that day when the righteous
receive their reward [for we will have eaten
forbidden foods)?” Said [Esau], “Is there a world to
come? And is there resurrection of the dead?””
Answered Jacob, “If there is no world to come
and no resurrection of the dead, why do you need
this birthright? Sell, as this day, your birthright to
me” (Genesis 25:31) (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis
25:31).

O “Pour into me, now” (Genesis 25:30). That
wicked one opened his mouth like a camel and
said, “I will open my mouth; you keep pouring [in
the food]” (Bereishis Rabbah 63:12).

[ “Some of that very red stuff" (Genesis 25:30). In
addition to the red dish, [Esau] also asked [Jacob]
for gold, which is reddish, in payment for the
birthright; for the dish alone he would not have
sold it. It is written, Esau ate and drank (ibid. v. 34),
for after giving him gold in payment for his
birthright, [Jacob] also gave him food and drink so
that [Esau] would sell him [the birthright] with
good will (Lekach Tov, Bereishis 25:34).

[ “What use to me (9 n, zeh li) is a birthright?”
(Genesis 25:32). With these words, he disgraced
and blasphemed God and thus denied Y9x nt (zeh

Zl;' );g)is is my God (Exodus 15:2) (Bereishis Rabbah

D'He a.te and drank (Genesis 25:34). He brought in
with h'lm a group of ruffians who said, “Let us eat
[cJ;cobds food} aqd laugh at him [for having pur-
ased the birthright]!” (Bereishis Rabbah 63:14).
[ He assembled crowds an
know what | did 1o
drank his wine, ang I

him the birthright
25:34). ght

d told them, “Do

’ you
Uacob]? | ate hijs lentils and
made sport of him and sold
(Midrash HaGado| . Bereishis

then I ISAAC’S BLESSINGS
g 53ac sought bless
S At [Esau] haq embark,

. ~<€dness, Whan [Esau’s] dee;3

im, [
[Isaac) trembleg S Were revealed to

ud i
8ment (pesijy, IRay lg‘h::ar3 of the Day of
a 32:68),

Esau, he did not
d on a career of
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[ Esau went ... to hunt game to bring (Geresis
27:5). [Esau] said, “If | find [game], well and good.
If not, | will bring a stolen animal” (Beresshis
Rabbah 65:13).

[ Throughout that day Esau hunted deer
bound them, and an angel came and released
them: he hunted birds and tied them, and an angel
came and freed them. Why was all this necessa ry?
So that Jacob would [have enough time to] corme
and take the blessings (ibid. 67:2).

and

[ The Holy One, Blessed is He, withheld from hirm
prey that was clean [and permissible to eat. Esat
then] found a dog [that was not permissible to eat]
and killed it, and he, too, made delicacies [for Isaa<
to eat] (Genesis 27:31) (Targum Yonasan, BereisF1/5
2.7:311).

[JJacob had scarcely left (Genesis 27:30). The
doors folded back. Jacob stood behind the door
until Esau entered: then he left (Bereishis Rabba#f

66:5).

[ When Esau entered his father’s [room], Gehi-
r2om entered with him [as a sign to Isaac that the
> lessings belonged to Jacob and not to Esau] (ibid.-
6 5:22).

[J Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, to Esau: “You
said, ‘Let my father rise’ (Genesis 27:31); that is, let
th € constellation of your idolatry, which you call
‘may father,’ rise. By your life, | will punish you with
the= same expression: Let God arise, let his enemies
be scattered” (Psalms 68:2) (Bereishis Rabbah
65 =18).

[J Esau said to his father, “The main question iS/:
whzat did he give you to eat?” I do not know,

repf ied [Isaacl. “I tasted the flavor of bread, meat,
fish,. all the delicacies in the world.” When [lsaac]
mer tioned meat, [Esau] wept, saying, “He gave me
one plate of lentils and took my birthright How
muc #h more s0 you, to whom he gave meat [he W
able to trick you into giving him your blessing)!

(ibid. 67:2).

Ol [Ard Esau 42id,] “Is he not rightly called (apy))
Jacob 2 For h¢ has circumvented me these tW?
times <’ (Gene$is 27:36). He began to clear his
throat in the mAnner of one who prepares to spitO"
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e | h [Godj- Cain, Esay, and .
L Thriiﬁﬁiﬁ?g of Judahj, Esqqy said, “r/aya You byyg dies, the
A/linzzlcs/ng, Father? (Cenesjs 27:38
or =

n kij| jaco-b,] a
). [It aAppears (Shocher 7o ]
Jacob and | been righteo

would not ha

v 2:4)
us, your God S 25 kill Uacob; Shem and FEpe, will
Ve been able to provide blessings for judgment d8ainst me and demang ‘Why di,
Fusl”™ (Torak She/eimah, Tanchuma)] (San- kill your rother? ather, | will go mar
both o . aughter of] Ishmael, apg he wij; €ome and q,
hedrin 101b). With [Isaac) about the pjn right ang slay him
d his vojce and wept (Cenesijs 27:38) ;
[5i] Esaa:;drljiauséd P desceng into exile; and I, as the blood reqee?mer Will attack [!shmae'l]
Thesethf’ege e [outweighedl by the weepin slay hjm, and | w:lI. Inherit tyq families Said
when l ’ Rty 80 out of exile (Zohar 2:12b). Holy .One, Blessed s He O you not know ¢}
of Israel, Israe bl €Xamine heartgorr (Berejshjs Rabbah 67:8).
those two tears that Esau she e ‘ |
5 ;” :\‘:gf;\;’gz;t Seir, where sufficient rajn always [ Esau went ¢4 Ishmael ang sa;d.to him, “Arise 4
fwﬁs ind In reward for taking hijs things ang goin slay your brother [Isaac] ang | will slay my brott
alls. - :
away from hjs brother jacop a hundreq Provinces Jacob], an We Will inherit the whole worlg
were given to hin (Yalkug Shimoni, 1ech Lecha 7). Rather thap, telling me ¢, slay your father
Ishmael, |5 hi
[] The wicked Esgy, shed three tears: one [fell] from
the right eye

, Sa

Said [Esau], “There
: r killing one’s ther — Gain sley
Abel — py¢ there is ng Precedent for killing one”
> €¥e and did not drop (Tanchuma father” (Midfrash HaGadol, Bereishis 28:9).
Kedoshim 15)
OJacob aused Fsay (g tter one oy, as it ie [ Esau set out in pursuitof}acobatten hours [intg
acob cqy A
Vritten, He crieqf ¢ with an Exceedingly great ang tthe ﬁagt]' Ti:je ol i n?,htfle[st;ed ;S H.e ’ ?t;scured
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Blessed is He, ““do you [expect to be able to] fight
against him [Jacob]?” Immediately He said to
Jacob, “Why are you afraid? Behold, | am with you”
(Genesis 28:15) (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Vayeitzei 3).

[0 What reason did Amalek have for dwelling in the
path of Israel’s entrance into the Land? His grand-
father Esau had commanded him to encounter
them on the way. So he uprooted himself and
dwelt on the path (Bamidbar Rabbah 16:18).

RECONCILIATION WITH JACOB

[ “Four hundred men are with [Esau]” (Genesis
32:7) — four hundred heads of legions (Bereishis
Rabbah 75:12).

(J Four thousand myriads of ministering angels in
the guise of a king’s host were given to Jacob. Some
wore iron [armor], some rode horses, and some sat
in chariots (ibid. 75:10).

[ The first group encountered [Esau]. They at-
tacked, beat, and crushed him, “Let me go,” he
said, “for I am a grandson of Abraham.” But they
continued to beat him. ““Let me go,"” he said, ““for |
am a son of Isaac.” But they continued to beat him.
“Let me go,” he said, “for | am the brother of
Jacob, who has come from Paddan-aram.” And he
began to plead with them: “My brother Jacob is
coming after [an absence of] twenty years, and |
wish to see him.” They said to him, ““Are you the
brother of our beloved Jacob? We will let you g0,
out of respect and love for him. Send him our
greetings.” The second group encountered him
and treated him like the first, and so on it went with
the third and the fourth (Tanchuma Vayishlach 3).

[ Said Esau, “If the Holy One, Blessed is He, has
bestowed such honor upon [Jacob], I will not be

able to prevail against him” (Bereishis Rabbah
75:10).

U[Esau] kissed [Jacob] (Genesis 33:4). At that
moment his compassion was aroused, and he

kissed him wholeheartedly (Bereishis Rabbah
78:9).

[ [Esau] intended not to kiss, pvy5, [Jacob] but
793, to bite him. Jacob’s neck became [hard as]
marble, and the teeth of that wicked one were
blunted. They wept (Genesis 33:4). One wept on
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account of his neck [which caused him pain (Sechel
Tov)] and the other wept on account of his teeth
(Bereishis Rabbah 78:9).

[ Esau asked, “What did you intend by that whole
camp that | met?” (Genesis 33:8). “Did they do
anything to you?”” asked [Jacob]. ““I was beaten by
them,” replied [Esau. Thus Esau said,] I have
plenty (ibid. v. 9) of beatings [i.e., | feel forced to
admit that you are entitled to the blessings (Eitz
Yosef)]”” (Bereishis Rabbah 78:11).

[0 have plenty (Genesis 33:9). | have lacked
nothing on account of the blessing that you took
from me. My brother, let what you have remain
yours (ibid.) That which you acquired by your toil |
will not take from you” (Sechel Tov, Bereishis
33:10).

[ Esau told [Jacob], “I have plenty (Genesis 33:9).
Do not [diminish your wealth by giving me gifts”
(Eitz Yosef).] Said the Holy One, Blessed is He,
“With this expression [Esau] honored [Jacob;
therefore] with this expression | will tell [Jacob’s
descendants], ‘Go away from him. You have plenty.
Go around this mountain’ "’ (Deuteronomy 2:3)
(Devarim Rabbah 1:17).

[ The blessings were [as yet] shaky in [Jacob’s]
hands. They were confirmed when [Esau] said, “’Let
what you have remain yours” (Genesis 33:9)
(Bereishis Rabbah 78:11).

[ Jacob said /. . . I have seen your face, which is
like seeing the face of God”” (Genesis 33:10). Jacob
mentioned to Esau the Name of the Holy On(?,
Blessed is He, in order to frighten him (Bereishis
Rabbah 75:10).

[0 [Jacob] urged [Esaul, and he accepted (Genesis
33:11). [Esau] put on a show of pushing away
[Jacob’s gift], but his hand was outstretched [to
take it] (Bereishis Rabbah 78:12).

[JWhen [Esau] sold [Jacob] the birthright, Jacob
said to Esau, “'If you wish, you take This World, an.d
I [will take] the World to Come.”” Esau took This
World as his portion, and Jacob took the World to
Come. When Jacob came from Laban’s house, Esau
saw that Jacob had wives and children, male and
female servants, animals, silver, and gold. “’Jacob
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my brother,” said Esau, ““you told me you would
take the World to Come. From whence do you have
all [the good of] This World?" Replied Jacob, “The
children whom God has graciously given your
servant (Genesis 33:5). The Holy One, Blessed is
He, has given to me according to my needs in This
World.” Esau figured, “If the Holy One, Blessed is
He, has given all this to Jacob in This World, in
which he has no share, how much more so in the
World to Come, which is his share!”” [So Esau said]
to Jacob, “Come, let us make a partnership. You
take half of the World to Come and This World, and
I will take half.”” Jacob replied, “My lord knows that
the children are tender (ibid. v. 13), and they will
not be able to bear the suffering of your children
[i.e., take your portion, that of This World, until the
coming of the Messiah" (Yeshuos Yaakov)] (Tanna
d’Bei Eliyahu Zuta 19).

[ He went to a land because of his brother Jacob
(Genesis 36:6). [Esau left the Holy Land for two
reasons: One,] because of the obligation involved
in the decree Your [Abraham’s] offspring shall be
aliens . . . and they will oppress them . .. and the
fourth generation shall return here (ibid. 15:13-16)
li.e., Abraham’s offspring would have to suffer
bondage before taking possession of the Holy
Land, and Esau wanted neither the bondage nor the
Holy Land. Secondly,] because he was ashamed [of
having sold the birthright] (Bereishis Rabbah
82:13).

[JWhen Isaac died, Jacob and Esau came and
divided everything (Shemos Rabbah 31:17).

[J Esau said to Jacob, ““Divide all that Father left
into two parts, and | will choose [one], for | am the
elder.” Said Jacob, “The eye [i.e., greed] of this
wicked one is never satisfied.” He made all that his
father had left one portion, and the Land of Israel
with the Cave of Machpelah [the other] portion.
Esau went to Ishmael and consulted him [about the
choice. Ishmael] said, “The Canaanites dwell in the
Land, and Jacob trusts [in God’s promise] that he
will be able to inherit the Land. You take what your
father has left, and Jacob will have nothing [for the
Canaanites will stop him].” Esau took all that his
father had left, and he gave the Land of Israel and
the Cave of Machpelah to Jacob. Then they wrote

[a] peace [treaty]. Said Jacob to Esau, ““Go from the
Land of my inheritance, the Land of Canaan.” [So]
he went to a Land because of his brother Jacob
(Genesis 36:6) (Yalkut Shimoni, Vayishlach 138).

DEATH

[ Joseph went up to bury his father (Genesis 50:7).
Upon arriving at the Cave of Machpelah, Esau
attempted to prevent them from burying [Jacob],
saying, “Mamrei is the city [where] four pairs [are
buried. Two graves remained after Isaac was
buried. Since [Jacob] buried Leah in his share, the
remaining [grave] belongs to me.” “Did you not
sell it to him?” they said. ““Show me the deed of
sale,”” he demanded. ““We left the document in the
land of Egypt,”” they replied. Naphtali, who was
fleet-footed, went to fetch it. Present also was
Hushim son of Dan, who was deaf. “Why are you
delaying [the burial]?”” he asked. When they told
him, he said, ““Shall Grandfather be left in disgrace
until Naphtali returns?”” He took a club and struck
Esau on the head [so hard that Esau’s] eyes fell out
and landed on Jacob’s knees. Jacob opened his
eyes and smiled (Sotah 13a).

[J Esau’s head rolled until it reached the Cave of
Machpelah, where it rested between [the folds of]
his father Isaac’s shroud. His body was buried by
the children of Esau in the field of Machpelah
(Targum Yonasan , Bereishis 50:13).

[J They sent his body to Mount Seir (Pirkei d’Rabbi
Eliezer, end of ch. 39).

[] When the Patriarch Isaac died, Esau, Jacob, and
all the tribal ancestors went to bury him. [Jacob] sat
and wept in the Cave of Machpelah, while the tribal
ancestors stood without. Then Esau slipped into
the cave, for he thought, “Now that Father is dead,
I will slay [Jacob.” When] Judah saw that [Esau] had
gone in after [Jacob, Judah] entered [the cave] and
slew Esau from behind. Why did he not slay him
from the front? Because [Esau’s] face resembled
that of [Jacob] (Shocher Tov 18:32).

[ Isaac cannot save Esau [from Gehinnom] (San-
hedrin 104a).

[JIn times to come, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
will make a feast for the righteous, [after which] He
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will tell Isaac, ““Take the goblet and lead the Grace
[after Meals.”” Isaac] will reply, I cannot lead the
Grace, for Esau issued from me’’ (Pesachim 119b).

[J See Jacob

19ny — Athaliah

[Daughter of Ahab, ruled Judah] (/I Kings 11:11)
OJ Four women assumed rulership in the world:
Jezebel and Athaliah of Israel, Shemirmamith [wife
of Nebuchadnezzar] and Vashti of the nations of the
world (Esther Rabbah 3:2).

[ Athaliah mother of Ahaziah and her sons tore out
the gold nails of the Temple (Shemos Rabbah 40:3).

[J Why was Joash anointed [when he became king]?
[As a sign that he was the ruler and not] Athaliah
[who had seized power] (Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:1).

oxnny — Othniel
[Son-in-law of Caleb] (Joshua 15:17)

[ Othniel [was so named] because Y~ vy, God
answered him (Temurah 16a).

98113 — Putiel
[Father of the wife of Eleazar (son of Aaron)]
(Exodus 6:25)

[J He descended from Jethro, who fattened (ovs)
calves for idolatry; and from Joseph, who con-
quered (09v9) his evil inclination (Sotah 43a).
iNYN) 19%via — Potiphar and his wife
(Genesis 39:1)

0O Potiphar purchased him lJoseph] from the hand
of the Ishmaelites (ibid.). [Potiphar] said [to the
Midianites (see ibid. 37:36)], “Everywhere the
whites sell the blacks, and here the blacks are
selling the whites! This is not a slave. Bring me
guarantees [that he is a slave, and that no one will
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[] Othniel is Jabez. What was his [real] name?
Judah, the brother of Simeon (ibid.).

[] Othniel son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb
(Judges 3:9). [Caleb] was the stepson of Kenaz
(Sotah 11b).

[ Before Joshua'’s sun set, the sun of Othniel son of
Kenaz arose (Bereishis Rabbah 58:2).

(] Seventeen hundred [laws] were forgotten during
the mourning period for Moses. Othniel son of Ke-
naz retrieved them through his deductive reasoning
(Temurah 16a).

[J He judged Israel for forty years, [from which] the
eight years of [lsrael’s] subjugation to Cushan-
rishathaim must be deducted (Seder Olam Rabbah
12).

[J Othniel son of Kenaz presented [Israel’s] case be-
fore the Holy One, Blessed is He. “Master of the
World,” he said, “You promised Moses that
whether or not they do Your will, You will redeem
them”” (Shemos Rabbah 3:2).

come and demand his release” (Eitz Yosef)l.
Therefore, it is written, from the hand of the
Ishmaelites [i.e., they gave their hand to the
guarantee that Joseph had become the property of
the Midianites] (Bereishis Rabbah 86:3).

O Potiphar purchased him (Genesis 39:1). Seeing
that [Joseph] was handsome, Potiphar bought him
for purposes of sodomy but [consequently] be-
came a eunuch (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 39:1).

[ Gabriel came and castrated him [Potiphar]. At
first [Scripture] calls him Potiphar, and in the end
Poti-phera [y75 referring to the removal of the
membrum] (Sotah 13b).

[ [He was called] Potiphar because he fattened
(Dv) calves for idolatry; Poti-phera, because he
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exposed (y19) himself and evacuated before the
idols [as part of the idolatrous service] (Bereishis
Rabbah 86:3).

[JHe saw Joseph whispering, and asked, ““What
are you saying?”" [Joseph] replied, /I am blessing
the Holy One, Blessed is He.” "I would like to see
Him,” said his master. Said Joseph, “You cannot
gaze at the sun, which is [only] one of His many
servants; how will you gaze upon His Glory?” “/By
your life,”” said the Holy One, Blessed is He, ““for
your sake | will appear to him.” [Thus] his master
perceived that Hashem was with him (Genesis
39:3) (Bamidbar Rabbah 14:3).

(] Dinah was six years old when she bore Asenath
to Shechem. [The angel] Michael came and took
[Asenath] to the house of Potiphar [where she was
brought up and later married Joseph] (Sofrim 21:9).

L1 Potiphar’s wife [was named] Zelichah (Sefer
HaYashar, Vayeishev).

L] [Potiphar’s wife] saw in the stars that she was
destined to be the ancestress of children by
[Joseph], but she did not know whether she or her
daughter [would bear the children] (Bereishis Rab-
bah 85:2).

[JShe called out to the men of her household
(Genesis 34:14). She put [Joseph] into everyone’s
mouth [advising them all that Joseph desires to act
immorally with them (Eitz Yosef)] (Bereishis Rabbah
87:8).

[ She kept his garment beside her (Genesis 39:16).
She hugged it and kissed it (Bereishis Rabbah 87:8).

U “Your slave did things like these to me”’ (Genesis
39:19). This she told [her husband] at the time of
conjugal intimacy (Bereishis Rabbah 87:9).

[JShe called out to the men of her household
(Genesis 39:14). She poured egg white on her bed,
then called the members of her household and
said, “See the semen that [Joseph] emitted!”
[Joseph’s] master consulted the priests, who tested
it and found that it was egg white. [Therefore] they
did not put him to death (Targum Yonasan,
Bereishis 39:14,20).

(] Joseph’s] master took him (Genesis 39:20). He
said, “I know that you are not guilty, but I must

imprison you lest a stigma fall on my children [for
the people will say she acted the same way with
others, and that our children are not mine’” (Yefeh
Toar)] (Bereishis Rabbah 87:9).

[JPotiphar said to Pharaoh, “Why have you
crowned my slave [Joseph]? Did | not purchase him
for twenty pieces of silver?”” Immediately, Joseph
replied, “You deserve the death penalty for pur-
chasing me, for slaves are only from Canaanites,
whereas | am a descendant of Shem and a son of
kings. King Pharaoh made an image of Sarah. Now
bring the image. If it does not resemble me, you are
right.” They did so, and his face resembled Sarah’s
image (Midrash Agaddah, Bereishis).

[JJoseph imprisoned Potiphar for life (Midrash
Shocher Tov 105:7).

[ See Joseph

i — Puah (Exodus 1:15)

(] Puah is Miriam (Sotah 11b).

O Shiphrah and Puah were proselytes (Midrash
Tadshe, Beis HaMidrash 3:191).

[J(She was called] Puah because she poured
(nysn) the newborns wine and revived (nyon)
them when they appeared to be dead; she ap-
peared (o) before Pharaoh, stuck up her nose
at him, and said, ““Woe to that man [i.e., Pharaoh]
when God punishes him!”” [Pharaoh] was filled
with wrath and would have killed her, but Shiphrah
appeased him, saying “Why do you pay attention
to her? She is [only] a child; she has no understand-
ing”” (Shemos Rabbah 1:13).

[J Puah is Miriam, who wept (ny19) over her
brother [Moses when he was placed in the Nile]
(Sifri Bamidbar 78).

[ They did not do as the king of Egypt commanded
them (Exodus 1:17). He proposed to them a sinful
act [i.e., to act immorally with him], and they
refused (Sotah 11b).

[ They gave life to the children (Exodus 1:17). They
did good deeds for them. They collected water and
food from the houses of the rich women and gave it
to the poor women, who [thus] sustained their
children. [In addition,] they stood and prayed
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before the Holy One, Blessed is He, “Master of the
World, let the baby emerge unblemished.” The
Holy One, Blessed is He, heard their voice, and the
[babies] emerged unblemished (Shemos Rabbah
1:15).

anin nna — Pahath-moab
[Lords of Moab whose descendants returned

from Babylon to Jerusalem with Ezra]
(Ezra 2:6)

[OThe children of Pahath-moab, descendant of
Judah, are the children of David, [who was] a
descendant of Judah. R’ Yosi said: They were the
children of Joab son of Zeruiah (Ta’anis 28a).

[0 On the twentieth [of Av the wood offering was
brought by] the children of Pahath-moab, a descen-
dant of Judah (Ta’anis 26a).

N193 — Pallu

[Son of Reuben] (Genesis 46:9)

[J Even Pallu and Hezron, who were respectively
one and two years old [when they went down to
Egypt], had wives prepared for them, so that they
would not intermarry with the Egyptians (Midrash
HaGadol, Bereishis 46:9).

12 13 *09a — Palti son of Laish
(I Samuel 25:44)

[J[Saul's] betrothal of Michal to Palti was a

transgression [for she was already betrothed to
David] (Sanhedrin 19b).

[ His name was Palti. Why was he called Paltiel [in
II' Samuel 3:15)2 Because God rescued him (w99
9N) from sin. He stuck a sword between him and
[Michal] and said, “Whoever engages in this [sin]
will be pierced by the sword” (Sanhedrin 19b)

[JSaid R’ Yochanan: Joseph's strength was Boaz’s
humility; Boaz's strength was the humility of Palti
son of Laish [i.e., all three withstood temptation,
but Boaz was put to a harder test than Joseph, and
Palti was put to a harder test than Boaz]. Palti
withstood temptation for many years (Rashi) and
did not have relations with Michal because of the
possibility that David was correct and that she was
forbidden to him, even though Saul believed she
was permitted to Palti (Sanhedrin 19b).
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[JMany daughters have acted valiantly (Proverbs
31:29) refers to Joseph and Boaz, while but you are
raised above them all (ibid.) refers to Palti the son of
Laish. False is grace (ibid. v. 30) refers to Joseph;
and vain is beauty (ibid.) refers to Boaz; a God-
fearing woman — she should be praised (ibid.)
refers to Palti son of Laish (Sanhedrin 20a).

[JHe went . . . until Bahurim (Il Samuel 3:16). The
two of them [Palti and Michal] became like youths
(bahurim) who had not yet married (Sanhedrin
19b).

11213 13 1Y% — Pelatiah son of Benaiah
[Prominent person among the Babylonian
exiles] (Ezekiel 11:1)

(] Pelatiah son of Benaiah died. So I threw myself
down upon my face and cried in a great voice
(Ezekiel 11:13). One Sage said [that Ezekiel’s crying
over Pelatiah’s death] was to [Pelatiah’s] credit;
another Sage said this was to his discredit. On one
hand, it was to his credit: When Nebuchadnezzar
wished to send his Israelite captives to [serve] his
son-in-law, Pelatiah son of Benaiah said to him,
“We, who are distinguished, will stand before you;
send our slaves to him.” The prophet therefore
said, “/Shall one who rendered a service to Israel
die in the bloom of life?”” On the other hand, it was
to his discredit: He had been among the twenty-
five people of whom it is written, Their backs to
Hashem’s Temple (Ezekiel 8:16). They uncovered
themselves and evacuated as an insult to God. The
prophet therefore said, ““Should one who has done
such evil in Israel die [peacefully] on his bed?”
(Kiddushin 72b).

9NIN 1193 — Ploni Almoni

[Brother of Elimelech, refused to marry Ruth]
(Ruth 4:1)

[J Ploni Almoni and Naomi’s father were both sons
of Nahshon son of Aminadab (Bava Basra 91a).

[ Ploni Almoni was mute (09%) in the matters of
Torah. He said, “The first [husbands of Ruth and
Orpah] died because they took them as wives;
shall | then take her? | will not contaminate my
seed and | will not cause my children to become
disqualified.” But he was unaware of the newly
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publicized law: An Amonite, not Amonitess; a
Moabite, not Moabitess [are forbidden to enter the
congregation of God] (Ruth Rabbah 7:7).

2198 13 o — Phinehas son of Eleazar
(Exodus 6:25)

PERSONALITY / SLAYS ZIMRI / BATTLE WITH
MIDIAN / MISCELLANEOUS

PERSONALITY

[JOne should always cleave to people of good
character, as we see from Aaron, who married
Aminadab’s daughter and had Phinehas [as his
grandson] (Bava Basra 109b).

[] His mother’s father descended from Joseph, his
mother’s mother from Jethro (Sotah 43a).

[ Phinehas is Elijah (Yalkut Shimoni, Torah 771).

(] Four people were of humble lineage [on one
side] — Phinehas, Uriah, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah —
and Scripture found it necessary to trace their
genealogies [to the illustrious side of the family]
(Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 13:113).

[(J Phinehas was the priest anointed for war (Sotah
43a).

[(J The Tribes scorned him: “‘Have you seen this
one, whose mother’s father [Jethro] fattened calves
for idolatry!”” (ibid.).

[J Whoever sees Phinehas in a dream will have a
miracle wrought for him (Berachos 56b).

(JAn angel of Hashem went up from Gilgal to
Bochim (Judges 2:1). Was it not Phinehas, rather
than an angel? [Yes,] but when Divine Inspiration
rested upon him, his face was like a burning
torch [thus resembling an angel] (Vayikra Rabbah
1:1).

[J Hashem sent a man who was a prophet to the
Children of Israel (Judges 6:8). That was Phinehas
(Seder Olam Rabbah 20).

[J He married a woman in Mount Ephraim. When
she died, he inherited her (Sifri Phinehas 134).

[J Divine Inspiration left Phinehas for two hundred
years (Koheles Rabbah 10:15).

[J Phinehas became an angel who lives forever,

PHI
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and [he will be]

th ; y
End of Dajel e harbinger of redemption at the

Targum Yonasan, Bamidbar 25:12).

SLAYS ZIMRI

O ?hlqehas did not become a priest until he had
slain Zimri. Rav Ashi says: Until he had made peace
among the Tribes [i.e., between the Tribes of
Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh, and the rest of
Israel] (see Joshua 22) (Zevachim 101b).

(] He does not bear the disgrace of crimes commit-
ted by his close friends (Psalms 15:3). This refers to
Phinehas, who was of the Tribe of Levi. Zimri was
of the [companion] Tribe of Simeon, yet as soon as
Zimri committed that [nefarious] act, [Phinehas]
slew him, so that Israel would not be disgraced by
what he did (Shocher Tov 15:6).

[JHad Zimri separated [from Cozbi] at the time
that Phinehas slew him, [Phinehas] would have
been put to death [for killing him without Zimri
having been judged guilty in court]. Had Zimri
turned around and slain Phinehas, [Zimri] would
not have been put to death [for murder], for
[Phinehas] had attacked him (Sanhedrin 82a).

[] Phinehas said, ““There is no one who is ready to
risk his life by slaying [Zimri]. Where are the lions?
A lion cub is Judah (Genesis 49:9); Dan is a cub
(Deuteronomy 33:22).”” When Phinehas saw that
no man of Israel was doing anything, immediately
he took a spear in his hand (Numbers 25:7)
(Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 10:2).

[ Where was Moses? How could Phinehas speak
in Moses’ presence? This was to fulfill [the verse]:
There is no sovereignty on the day of death
(Ecclesiastes 8:8). The salvation was given into the
hands of Phinehas [for the time had come for
Moses to hand over his authority to others. Thus
God caused Moses to forget the law that Zimri
deserved to be killed, but Phinehas remembered
(Eitz Yosef)] (Bereishis Rabbah 96:3).

[J Phinehas said to Moses, “Great-uncle, did you
not teach us when you came down from Mount
Sinai that one who consorts with a gentile woman
may be struck down by zealots?”” Moses replied,

“He who reads the order should carry it out”
(Sanhedrin 82a).
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[0 Phinehas expounded, ““A horse who goes into
war risks his life for his master. How much more so
[should] I [risk my life] for the sanctification of the
Name of the Holy One, Blessed is He!”” He began
to ponder: “What shall | do? Alone | cannot prevail.
Two can overpower one; can one overpower
two?” While he was pondering, the epidemic
raged [among the Israelites] (Shemos Rabbah
33:5).

[J He took a spear in his hand (Exodus 25:7). He
removed the blade from the handle and concealed
it in his clothing. Leaning on the handle as if it were
a walking stick, he went [over to] the Tribe of
Simeon. [There] he said, “Where have we found
the Tribe of Levi to be greater than the Tribe of
Simeon? [l.e., why should the Tribe of Levi abstain
from the daughters of Moab, when the Tribe of
Simeon does not (Rashi)?]”” They said, “Let him
also gratify his desire.” He entered [the tent in
which Zimri and Cozbi were. Those who were
outside said, “’Evidently] the Sages have permitted
it.”” [All these things he did to gain entrance safely
to the tent of Zimri and Cozbi] (Sanhedrin 82a).

[J Phinehas waited until [Zimri’s] strength was
dissipated. [Then he entered] (ibid. 82b).

[J Twelve miracles were made for Phinehas at that
moment: the Holy One, Blessed is He, stuck
[Cozbi and Zimri] together and they did not
separate, which would have prevented Phinehas
from being allowed to kill them; they did not
scream [for help]; he [plunged] the spear directly
into their genitals; the iron did not slip out of the
spear; the lintel was raised so that he could take
them out [on his spear]; he carried them through-
out the camp of Israel without tiring; he lifted them
with his right arm for all to see their act, yet they
were unable to harm him; the wood did not break
under the heavy load; the iron became as long as
both of them so that they did not fall from it;
an angel came and turned them over so that
all would see their shame; they remained alive all
the while that he was carrying them so that
[Phinehas,] a priest, would not become unclean
through contact with a corpse; their blood solidi-

fied and did not spill on him (Targum Yonasan,
Bamidbar 25:8).

450 / ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

[JHe came and threw them down before the
Omnipresent and said, ““Shall 24,000 of Israel die
because of these?”’ (Sanhedrin 44a).

[(J[When he said this,] the ministering angels
sought to knock him down, [but God] told them,
“L eave him. He is a zealot descended from a zealot
[Levi, who was zealous in the incident of Dinah], an
appeaser of [God’s] anger descended from an
appeaser of [God’s] anger [Aaron, who stayed the
epidemic that followed Korah’s rebellion]” (San-
hedrin 82b).

[1The members of the Tribe of Simeon rose to
strike him, [whereupon] an angel descended and
smote some among them. Seeing that [the angel]
sought to annihilate them, Phinehas arose and
prayed (Psalms 106:30) (Bamidbar Rabbah 20:25).

[ They sought to excommunicate him [for they
thought he was not acting out of true zealousness
(P'nei Moshe)] until the Spirit of Holiness hurried
and said: It shall be to him and to his seed after him
the covenant of everlasting priesthood, because he
was zealous for his God and atoned for the Children
of Israel (Numbers 25:13) (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin
7).

BATTLE WITH MIDIAN

[J Not for naught did Phinehas go to war [against
the Midianites], but to exact retribution for his
ancestor [Joseph], of whom it is written, The
Medanites [i.e., Midianites] had sold him to Egypt
(Genesis 37:36) (Sotah 43a).

[ Said Moses, “He who began the good deed shall
finish it. He turned away [God's] wrath and smote
the Midianite; he shall finish his good deed”
(Bamidbar Rabbah 22:4).

[OWhen the wicked Balaam saw Phinehas the
priest pursuing him, [Balaam] cast a spell and flew
up in the air. Immediately Phinehas pronounced
the Great and Holy Name, flew after him, and
pulled him down. Balaam began to plead with
Phinehas: “If you let me live, | swear to you that for
the rest of my life I will not curse your people.”
Phinehas replied, “/Are you not Laban the Aramean
who wished to kill the Patriarch Jacob? [Moreover,
it was] you [who] went down to Egypt to [incite]
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the destruction of his descendants. And when they
went forth from Egypt, you incited Amalek against
them. It is impossible to let you live.” Thereupon
[Phinehas] drew his sword and slew him (Targum
Yonasan, Bamidbar 31:8).

[(JWhen the wicked Balaam saw Phinehas, he
made his two arms like two tablets of stone and
flew upward. Using the Ineffable Name, Phinehas
too made his two arms like two stone tablets and
flew after him, until he found him prostrating
before the Throne of Glory. Phinehas immediately
placed the frontlet of the Holy One, Blessed is He,
against him, pulled him down, and brought him
before Moses. Then the Sanhedrin tried [Balaam]
and executed him (Yalkut Shimoni, Matos 785).

[IMoses said to them, “Have you kept all the
[Midianite] women alive?”” (Numbers 31:15). Phine-
has replied, “Our teacher, as you commanded us,
so have we done” (Sifri Matos 157).

MISCELLANEOUS

[ Moses sent (Numbers 21:32) Caleb and Phinehas
to spy (Targum Yonasan ).

[IWho could see Eleazar and Phinehas, the two
high priests, weeping [over Aaron’s death] and not
weep? (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 12:5).

[J Three thousand laws were forgotten during the
period of mourning for Moses. They said to
Phinehas, “Ask [through the Urim VeTumim].”” He
replied It [the Torah] is not in the heavens [now
that the Torah has been given, it is no longer
possible to reveal any of its details through
prophecy; it must be remembered and reconsti-
tuted through expounding the written text in the
ordained manner]” (Deuteronomy 30:12) (Temu-
rah 16a).

[ Joshua dispatched two men — spies — secretly
(¥7n) (Joshua 2:1). These were Phinehas and Caleb.
They went with unswerving dedication and suc-
ceeded in their mission . . . . They pretended to be
potters [wan means pottery] and called out, “Pots
for sale!”” (Bamidbar Rabbah 16:1).

[J Phinehas told [Rahab], “I am a priest, and [since]
priests are likened to angels, | do not need to be
hidden. Hide my colleague Caleb” (ibid.).

[1Jephthah vowed “... Whatever comes forth
from the doors of my house to meet me ... I
will offer up for a burnt offering.” . . . And behold,
his daughter came out to meet him (Judges
11:30,31). Was not Phinehas available to absolve
Jephthah of his vow? [He was, but he] said, ““It is
he who needs me; why should | go to him?”
And Jephthah said, “I am the head of the captains
of Israel; why should | go to him?” Between
the two of them, that girl perished [i.e., she
was sent into seclusion and never married. There-
fore] both of them were punished ... Divine
Inspiration was removed from Phinehas, as it
is written, Phinehas son of Eleazar had been
prince over them [in the past], for Hashem had
been with him (I Chronicles 9:20) (Bereishis Rabbah
60:3).

[J Joshua wrote his Book [Joshua], and Phinehas
finished it (Bava Basra 15a).

'9Y 13 oma — Phinehas son of Eli
(I Samuel 4:19)

[J Phinehas became high priest when his father
vacated the office due to old age (Kadmonios
HaYehudim 2:54).

(] See Hophni

n13 — Peninah
[Wife of Elkanah] (I Samuel 1:2)

[] Peninah [taunted Hannah] for the sake of
Heaven (Bava Basra 16a).

[ [She did it] so that Hannah would feel sorry for
herself and pray. And so it was (Midrash HaGadol
22:7).

[J Peninah would arise early and say to Hannah,
“/Aren’t you getting up to wash your children’s
faces so they can go to the teacher?”” And at midday
[Peninah] would say, “Aren’t you preparing to
welcome your children home from school?”” When
they sat down to eat, [Peninah] would say to
Elkanah, “Give this son of mine his portion . . . you
have not given that son of mine his portion”
(Pesikta Rabbasi, end of 43).

[ [After Hannah had prayed for children,] when-
ever she would give birth to one son, Peninah
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[By the time] Hannah had
ah had buried eight. [Now]

Hannah was expecting the fiflh and Peninah
feared for her last two remaining sons, SO she
went to Hannah and said I know that | have sinned
against you. Forgive me, | beg you, so that the two
sons | have left will live.”” Thereupon Hannah
prayed before the Holy One, BI?sse,fi is He:
“Forgive her and let her two sons live. ‘Sald the
Holy One, Blessed is He, “By your life, they
should have died, but because you prayed for
them they will live. I will consider them your

sons’’ (ibid.).

would bury two sons.
given birth to four, Penin

ynyya — Peullethai (I Chronicles 26:5)

[JHe was called Peullethai because [his father,
Obed-edom,] did (9y9) a great deed (n29) for the
Torah — he would light one candle in the morning
and one candle in the evening before the Ark [of the
Covenant] (Bamidbar Rabbah 4:20).

1917 13 NP2 — Pekah son of Remaliah
[King of Israel] (Il Kings 15:25)

[ Hashem’s curse is in the house of the wicked
(Proverbs 3:33) [so that the wicked person is not
satisfied by what he eats (Rashi)]. This refers to
Pekah son of Remaliah, who would eat forty se’ah
of pigeons for dessert (Sanhedrin 94b).

[J The Land of Israel was not laid waste until seven
royal courts had worshiped idols there, among
them Pekah son of Remaliah, Menahem son of
Gadi . . . (Gittin 88a).

Y72 — Pharaoh (Genesis 12:15)

IN'ABRAHAM'S TIME / IN JOSEPH'S TIME / IN MOSES'

TIME / SUBJUGATES ISRAEL / MOSES STANDS

BEFORE HIM / SIGNS AND PLAGUES / THE EXODUS /
SPLITTING OF THE SEA / IN HEZEKIAH'S TIME

IN'ABRAHAM'S TIME

(] Pharach was the son of Nimrod
Yonasan, Bereishis 16:5).

L) Why was he called Pharaoh?
pPayment (1) for by
by made E
Lecha),

(Targum

r Because he exacted
rying the dead [and there-
8YPt wealthy] (Sefer HaYashar, Lech
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[] Pharaoh hid the grain away during the years of
famine [and did not sell it to other nations, causin

Abraham and Isaac to feel obliged to go down '
Egypt because of the famine (Eitz Yosef)]. s, the
people cursed him (Bereishis Rabbah 91:5)

[J Pharaoh was smitten with the plague of XA [a
debilitating skin disease] which makes COhabil:at'iOn
impossible. Even the walls of his house were
stricken [with a plague]. And everyone said, /41 Sy
v, [Itis] because of Sarai” (Genesis 15:17). R’ Levi
said: Throughout that night [that Pharaoh detained
Sarah], the angel stood, whip in hand, and said [to
Sarah], “If you tell me to strike, | will strike; and if
you tell me to leave him, I will leave him.”” [Here Yy
»av 127 (ibid.) has been interpreted literally: by the
word of Sarai] (Bereishis Rabbah 41:2).

[] Hashem afflicted Pharaoh (Genesis 12:17). These
afflictions [were the harbinger that] caused the
Egyptians to be smitten at a later date [the time of
the Exodus] with great plagues (Zohar 1:82a).

[JOut of love for Sarah, Pharaoh wrote her a
marriage contract in which he gave her the land of
Goshen. That is why the people of Israel [during
the time of Joseph] settled in the land of Goshen.
And he gave her Hagar, his daughter by a concu-
bine, as a maidservant (Yalkut Shimoni, Lech Lecha
68).

O They escorted him and his wife (Genesis 12:20).
On account of the four paces that Pharaoh accom-
panied Abraham, [the Egyptian kings were chosen
to be the ones who would] subjugate [Abraham’s]
descendants for four hundred years (Sotah 46b
with Maharsha).

[ See also Abraham

IN JOSEPH’S TIME

O For two years, Pharaoh saw the dream nightly,
but he never recalled it until the time came for
Joseph to go forth from jail. Then he awoke earlly
[one] morning and recalled it (Midrash HaGado"
Bereishis 41:1).

[ No one could interpret them for Pharaoh (Genheé
sis 41:8). They did interpret [the dreams], Ut h
interpretations were not acceptable tO Pk
(Bereishis Rabbah 89:6).
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[] Pharaoh wished to test Joseph, so he changed
[some details of] the dream. But Joseph . . looked
at each word and said, “Thus have you seen,”
exactly as it had to be (Zohar 1:196a)

[JWhen Pharaoh told Joseph, “Without you no
man may lift up his hand or foot” (Genesis 41:44),
Pharaoh’s astrologers said, ““Will you set over us a
slave, whom his master bought for twenty pieces of
silver?”” [Pharaoh] replied, “I perceive in him the
characteristics of royalty [i.e., he is of noble stock
and was wrongly sold as a slave” (Maharsha )]
(Sotah 36b).

[JWhen the famine was severe, the Egyptians
gathered before Pharaoh and cried out to him.
“Fools!”” said [Pharaoh]. “Did Joseph not an-
nounce: ‘Know that famine is coming’? It is your
own fault. Why did you not leave a three- or
four-year supply of grain in your houses?”” They
replied, ““All the grain that was in our houses
rotted.” He told them, “Go to Joseph. Whatever he
tells you, do (Genesis 41:55). If he decrees upon the
grain [that it rot] and it rots, perhaps he will decree
upon us and kill us’” (Bereishis Rabbah 91:5).

[]The carriages that Pharaoh sent to carry Jacob
had idolatrous images engraved on them. Judah
arose and burned them (ibid. 94:3).

[JOg was sitting before Pharaoh [when Jacob
entered]. Said Pharaoh to Og, “Did you not say,
‘Abraham is a sterile mule who will not beget
offspring’? [Yet] here is his grandson Jacob with
seventy descendants!” Said Og, “It is Abraham
himself”” for [Jacob’s] face resembled [Abraham'’s].
Pharaoh [therefore] began asking [Jacob] ques-
tions: “How many years have you lived?”” (Genesis
47:8) (Midrash HaGadol , Bereishis 47:8).

[JWhen Jacob came down to Egypt, a blessing
came with him, as it is written, Jacob blessed
Pharaoh (Genesis 47:10) (Sifri Eikev 38).

[ Dacob] said, “May it be His will that the Nile be
full and that the famine pass from the world in your
day” (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 47:7).

U In whatever language Pharaoh addressed Joseph,
Uoseph] replied. [But when] Joseph began to speak
the Holy Tongue, Pharaoh did not understand what

PHARAOH / nyea

this language] 1
[Joseph] taught him, byt [Pharaoh]gwas noet :t?lkee?c;

," he said to Joseph,
: ph, “that you
will not reveal that you know one language m);)re

:han me,” [for a king was supposed to know a]|
anguages. Joseph] swore. Later, when Joseph came
and told him, “My father adjured me saying . . . in
the land of Canaan . .| bury me’ " (Genesis 56:5)
Pharaoh [would have] said, “Ask [a sage to null.ifyi
your.oath,” (but he knew that Joseph could] reply
"I will ask [a sage to nullify] my oath to you as,
well.” [So Pharaoh] said, “Go up and bury your
father as he adjured you” (ibid. v. 6) (Sotah 36b)

[ See also Joseph

IN MOSES’ TIME

(] Said Pharaoh, "I dreamt that all of Egypt was on
one pan of the balance, and a lamb was on the
other, and the pan with the lamb outweighed all of
Egypt.” Atonce he sent for all the sorcerers of Egypt
and told them his dream. Jeinis and Jimbrei, the
chief sorcerers, said to Pharaoh, “A male child will
be born in the congregation of Israel, by whose
hand the whole land of Egypt will be laid waste”
(Targum Yonasan, Shemos 1:15).

(] Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying,
“Every son that is born you shall cast into the river”
(Exodus 1:22). He decreed even upon his own
people, [for] the astrologers told him, “Israel’s
redeemer has been conceived, and we do not knqw
whether he is an Israelite or an Egyptian.” [They did
not know, because, in fact, Moses was brought up
by Pharaoh’s daughter, so he could be considered
as her child (Eitz Yosef).] Thereupon Phla}ra.oh
gathered all the Egyptians and said to them, fnve
me [all] your sons [bornin the next] n‘me“mont [sﬂs];)
that | can throw them into the Nile. But] o
Egyptians] did not want to accept [the decrefh,em‘
they said, “/An Egyptian will never redeen;n the’
[their redeemer can come] only from among
Hebrews’’ (Shemos Rabbah 1:18). i
O [Jochebed] brought [Moses] to Pharaoh’s daug

X O )'

issed him, a
huggid;ﬂdd E;Zid it on his own head (Shemos
crow
Rabbah 1:26)-
NALITIES | 453
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[ Bithiah daughter of Pharaoh [who raised Moses]
and Zipporah daughter of Jethro [who married
Moses] were twins. Pharaoh and Jethro took them
as foundlings from the market because of their
beauty and treated them like daughters (Midrash
Talpios, Bithiah, citing Zohar).

[(J Pharaoh caught Moses [after he had killed the
Egyptian] and sentenced him to decapitation. The
sword slid off Moses’ neck and broke (Yerushalmi
Berachos 9:1).

[ The Pharaoh of Moses’ time was a cubit tall, in
fulfillment of the verse, The lowest of man He will
raise up over [the kingdom] (Daniel 4:14) ... He
was Magus [a sorcerer or a blasphemer (Rashi)]
(Moed Katan 18a).

(] Pharaoh was a firstborn. He alone survived of all
the firstborn [smitten in the last plague] (Mechilta
Bo 13).

[ Pharaoh ruled from one end of the world to the
other, and he had governors from one end of the
earth to the other — for the honor of Israel [that
they not be enslaved by a humble ruler] (Mechilta
Beshalach 14:5).

LI [All the nations] brought him tribute, and [they

brought] their gods with them (Shemos Rabbah
15:10).

O Pharaoh was proud of his foolishness. Said the
Holy One, Blessed is He, to Moses, “There is
nothing to be done with this fool except to hit him
with a stick.” Therefore [Moses] came to him with
a staff (Midrash HaGadol, Shemos 7:16).

[J Pharaoh knew more than all his sorcerers (Zohar
2:28a).

[0 Pharaoh built himself a palace in the water, and
he dammed the water of the Nile so that [the
palace] would not drift into the sea. The water
rose, raising the palace high above it. Said the
Holy One, Blessed is He, “You exalted yourself

with water; in water you will die” (Tanchuma
Bereishis 7).

[JFour who deemed themselves god-like were
molested like women: Pharaoh, Hiram, Joash, and
Nebuchadnezzar (Tanchuma Vayeira 9).
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(] Pharaoh blasphemed [against God] himself
[rather than through a messenger]. The Holy
One, Blessed is He, therefore punished him Him-
self [rather than through a messenger] (Sanhedrin
94a).

[J A new king arose (Exodus 1:7). Rav and Shmuel
[disagreed]. One said: New [is to be taken] literally.
The other said: [It was the same king, but] his
decrees were new (Sotah 11a).

[JThe Egyptians said to Pharaoh, “Let us attack
this people [Israel].” “You are fools,” he replied.
“Until now we have been eating on their account,
so how can we attack them? If not for Joseph, we
would not be alive!” Since he would not listen to
them, they deposed him for three months until he
said to them, ““[In] whatever you wish [to do], | am
with you.” Then they reinstated him. Therefore it is
written, A new king arose (Exodus 1:7) (Shemos
Rabbah 1:8).

SUBJUGATES ISRAEL

[J He issued three decrees: At first, “You shall look
upon the birthstool: if it is a son, you shall kill him”’
(Exodus 1:16); afterward, “Every son who is born
you shall cast into the river” (ibid. v. 22); and finally
[on the day he was told by the astrologers that
Israel’s redeemer had been born] he even decreed
against his own people [that the newborns be
killed] (Sotah 12a, Rashi).

[J Pharaoh said, ““Esau was a fool, for he said, ‘May
the days of mourning for my father draw near; then
I will kill my brother Jacob’ (Genesis 27:41); he did
not know that his brother would beget offspring
during his father’s lifetime. I will not do so; as soon
as they are born, 1 will annihilate them’” (Shocher
Tov 2:4).

O Why did he order them killed by the midwives?
So that the Holy One, Blessed is He, would not
exact retribution from him, but from [the mid-
wives] (Shemos Rabbah 1:14).

O “Every daughter you shall keep alive (Exodus
1:22) and we will take [them] as wives’’ (Shemos
Rabbah 1:18).

[ The midwives did not do as the king of Egypt said
to them (Exodus 1:17). That is to say, he proposed
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to them a sinful act [to act immorally with him],
and they refused (Sotah 11b).

[J The king of Egypt died (Exodus 2:23). He was
stricken with leprosy, and a leper is considered as if
dead. The Egyptian sorcerers told him, “The only
cure for you is to slaughter the little ones of Israel
— 150 every morning and [another] 150 every
evening — and to bathe in their blood twice daily.”
A miracle was made for [Israel]: he was healed of
his leprosy (Shemos Rabbah 1:34).

[] The removal of Pharaoh’s ring [to issue decrees]
against Israel in Egypt was better [for them] than
the forty years that Moses prophesied to them; for
the harsh decrees caused Israel to repent and be
redeemed (Eichah Rabbasi 4:25).

[JA brick mold hung from Pharaoh’s neck. If an
Israelite said, “/I am too delicate [to make bricks],”
[the Egyptians] would retort, “Are you more
delicate than Pharaoh” (Sotah 11a)?

[J Pharaoh said, “Whoever does not complete his
work will be placed inside the structure [instead of
the missing bricks]” ( Shocher Tov 22:6).

(] From week to week [on the Sabbath], the
Israelites would delight in their scrolls, in which it
was written that the Holy One, Blessed is He,
would redeem them. Because they rested on the
Sabbath [when they had the opportunity to read
these scrolls], Pharaoh said, ““Let heavier work be
laid upon the men . .. and let them not delight in
lying words (Exodus 5:9). They shall not delight in
empty words; they shall not rest on the Sabbath”
(Shemos Rabbah 5:18, Eitz Yosef).

MOSES STANDS BEFORE HIM

[(JHis palace had four hundred entrances — a
hundred on each side — each of which [was
guarded by] sixty thousand warriors. [The angel]
Gabriel came and brought [Moses and Aaron] in.
“Who are they?”” asked Pharaoh. Immediately, he
had the entrance guards brought. Some he exe-
cuted, some he whipped, others he replaced. The
next day [Moses and Aaron] again came before
Pharaoh. He called the guards and demanded,
“How did they get in?”” “We do not know,” they
replied. “They must be sorcerers, for they do not

PHARAOH / apng

enter through th & i
o 8N the doors” (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos

l;lThat day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and all the
kings came to honor him. They brought him
crO\{vns in tribute and crowned him, for it was the
anniversary of his inauguration, and they brought
their gods with them. When Moses and Aaron
entered, he looked at them, expecting them to give

him a crown or [at least] documents, but they did
not even greet him. “Who are you?”” he asked.
""We are the messengers of the Holy One, Blessed
is He,” they replied. “What do you want?”’ he
asked. They replied, “Thus says Hashem: Let my
people go ...” (Exodus 5:1). Thereupon he grew
angry and said, “Who is Hashem that I should
hearken to His voice? (ibid. v. 2). He does not
[even] know [enough] to send me a crown; you
come to me with [mere] words!"" (Shemos Rabbah
5:14).

(] At that moment Pharaoh felt the need to relieve
himself. He entered the lavatory, where twelve
rats came and bit him on every side. He let out
a great and bitter cry that was heard by the highest
officials. Afterward he returned and sat on his
throne, hardened his heart, and said, “l have
never known Hashem’’ (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos
181).

[] Pharaoh tried to relieve himself, but was unable
to. He pushed until his intestines came out.
Moreover, rats came and bit him. He screamed so
loudly that the members of his household came
and saw his disgrace (Midrash HaGadol, Shemos
8:16).

[ He said, “Wait while | look in my book.” He
began to read: “The gods of Moab . . . the gods of
Sidon . . .” [Then] he said, I searched for His name
in my archives but | did not find it.”” Thereupon he
gathered all the wise men of Egypt and asked,
“‘Have you heard the Name of their God?”” They
replied, “We have heard that He is the son of the
wise ... the son of ancient kings" (Isaiah 19:11)
(Shemos Rabbah 5:14).

(] Pharaoh told them, “Go [now] and come back
tomorrow.” They did as the king bade. After they
left, Pharaoh sent for Balaam and his sons, the
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sorcerers, and told them what [Moses and Aaron]
had said. “Those men must be sorcerers like us,”
said Balaam. “Send for them, and we will test
them.” And the king did so (Yalkut Shimoni,
Shemos 176).

[ Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the
sorcerers . . . (Exodus 7:11). Pharaoh began to laugh
at them and crow at them like a chicken. ““Are these
the signs of your God?” he said. [Thinking that
Moses’s signs were acts of witchcraft, he added,]
“Do you not know that all witchcraft is within my
power?”’ At once he sent for schoolchildren, and
they, too, did as [Moses and Aaron had done]
(Shemos Rabbah 9:6).

[0 Hashem said to Moses, “Rise up early in the
morning and stand before Pharaoh” (Exodus 8:16),
because the wicked Pharaoh had said, ‘“Before
[Moses and Aaron] come [and warn me concerning
the plagues], | will go away from here [so that they
will not find me]”” (Shemos Rabbah 11:1; Eitz Yosef).

[J “Behold, he goes out to the water (Exodus 7:15).
That wicked one boasts that he is a deity and does
not have to relieve himself, so he goes out in the
morning [to relieve himself secretly]. When he
does, grab him’" (Shemos Rabbah 9:8).

[J Moses grabbed him. “Let me go so | can relieve
myself,” [pleaded] Pharaoh. “Afterward | will
speak with you.” Moses replied, “Is there a deity

that needs to relieve itself?”” (Tanchuma, ed. Buber,
Va’eira 16).

[J “Behold, he goes out to the water (Exodus 7:15).
In the morning he goes out to observe the signs on
the water like a sorcerer” (Targum Yonasan).

0 “You will place yourself to meet him (Exodus
7:15). He is a king; be gracious to him.” R’
Yochanan [interpreted this as]: “He is wicked; defy
him" (Zevachim 102a).

U “Lest He strike us with pestilence” (Exodus 5:3).
[Moses and Aaron] meant [lest He strike ] you [i.e.,
Pharaoh, because he was the king], but said us out
of respect for [Pharaoh] (Shemos Rabbah 5:15).

[ Pharaoh said to them, “It is customary for men,

young and old, to bring sacrifices, [but] not
children and babies. Whoever says, ['We will g0

456 | ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

with our sons and daughters’ (Exodus 10:9)] intends
only to flee, for that is what you desire (ibid. v. 11).
Therefore 1 will not listen to you”” (Shemos Rabbah

13:5).

[JWhen Moses left, Pharaoh would say, “If he
comes to me again, | will kill him! | will burn him!”’
But when Moses entered, Pharaoh would become
like a stick of wood (ibid. 9:4).

[ Moses said, *“. .. All these servants of yours will
come down to me . . .” (Exodus 11:4-8). Moses was
saying to Pharaoh, “‘Even if all your servants who
are standing before you [to worship you] up on
your platform will stand and beg me [to leave], |
will not heed them [until you come to me in
person]” (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 29:4).

[0 [Moses] went forth from Pharaoh in anger
(Exodus 11:8). He smacked Pharaoh and left (Ze-
vachim 102a).

[J Pharaoh . . . said, “I have sinned against Hashem
your God (Exodus 10:16) by not letting Israel go,
and against you (ibid.) by banishing you from my
presence and by intending to curse you’” (Shemos
Rabbah 13:6).

SIGNS AND PLAGUES

O The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to Moses,
“Just as the snake is cunning, so is Pharaoh
cunning. When he tries his tricks, tell Aaron to
wave the staff before him as if to say, ‘With this
staff you will be punished’ "’ [referring to the ten
plagues indicated on the staff (Eitz Yosef)] (Shemos
Rabbah 9:3).

[JThe Omnipresent brought the punishment of
ten plagues upon Pharaoh and Egypt only because
they did not sanctify His great Name in the world
[when they said: “Who is God?"’ (Exodus 5:2)] (Sifri
Devarim 306).

[JThe wicked Pharaoh [himself] was not afflicted
by the plague of blood (Midrash HaGadol, Shemos
7:29).

[ “Frogs ... shall go up (39y)) and enter your
house” (Exodus 7:28). The best (my) i.e., the
biggest] of them were in Pharaoh’s house. [Since]
Pharaoh had started the sin, the plague began with
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him. He was drinking water, and a drop fell on his
heart and became a frog, from which many more
frogs issued on the spot (Shemos Rabbah 10:2,3).

[J [Because Pharaoh had said, ““Every daughter you
shall keep alive”” (Exodus 1:22) so that the Egyptians
could marry them,] the Holy One, Blessed is He,
told Pharaoh, ““You sought to mix the seed of My
beloved Abraham; I will drive you from the world
with a mixture,”” as it says, He sent against them a
mixture of wild beasts (2y7y) which devoured them
(Psalms 78:45) (Shocher Tov 78:11).

[JWhen the Holy One, Blessed is He, saw that
Pharaoh did not repent after the first five plagues,
He said, “Henceforth, even if he wants to repent, |
will harden his heart so that | can mete out full
justice to him”” (Shemos Rabbah 11:6).

LI When the [plague of] hail was about to come,
Moses told Pharaoh, “Now therefore send, hasten
[to gather] in your cattle” (Exodus 9:19). Pharaoh
said, “Shall we now hearken to the words of the
son of Amram?”’ (Shocher Tov 78:14).

[1The Holy One, Blessed is He, visited plagues
upon the Egyptians, but Pharaoh was not touched
by them. As soon as a plague affected him
personally [namely, the plague of hail], he cried

out, “Hashem is righteous!”” (Exodus 9:27)
(Shemos Rabbah 15:10).
LJAIl the firstborn [Egyptians] came before

Pharaoh and cried out before him, “We beg you, let
this people go, for on their account evil will come
upon us and upon you!” Said Pharaoh to his
servants, “Go out and beat them’’ (Shocher Tov
136:6).

U There was a great cry in Egypt (Exodus 12:30).
They all came to kill Pharaoh. At that moment the
Egyptians were forceful [with Pharaoh] regarding
[sending out] the people [of Israel] (ibid. v. 33).
Pharaoh announced to his warriors, “Come, let us
call for Moses and Aaron.” God said to him, “You
will not send forth my children at night; they will go
forth with [their] heads high at midday” (Shemos
Rabbah 18:10).

U] He called for Moses and Aaron (Exodus 12:31).
The children of the Israelites made sport of him.

“Pharaoh,” they said, ““where are you going?” “I
am seeking Moses,” he replied, “’Here he lives,”
they would say, fooling him (Tanchuma, ed. Buber,
Bo 19).

THE EXODUS

(J Pharaoh knocked at the doors of Moses and
Aaron at night and said to them, “Rise up, go forth
from among my people”” (Exodus 12:31). ““Fool!”’
replied [Moses]. ““Should we rise at right? Are we
thieves that we should go [stealthily] at night? In
the morning we will go forth.” “All of Egypt is
already dying!"" [pleaded] Pharaoh. “Do you want
to end this plague?”’ said Moses. “Say: ‘You are
free; you are not my slaves but the servants of
God.””" [Thereupon] Pharaoh cried out, “In the
past you were my slaves, but now you are free”
(Shocher Tov 113:2).

[J Pharaoh’s voice became so powerful that it
was heard throughout the land of Egypt, a walk
of forty days. What did he say? “Rise up, go forth
from among my people (Exodus 12:31). In the
past you were the slaves of Pharaoh; hence-
forth you are servants of Hashem’ (Yerushalmi
Pesachim 5:5).

[ He went around to all the doors of the Israelites
and said, “Go in peace” (Shemos Rabbah 20:10).

[0 The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to Pharaoh,
““Whose words proved correct, mine or yours?”’ [At
the end] Pharaoh accompanied them [as they left]
and asked that they pray for him (ibid. 20:3).

(J When Pharaoh let the people go (n5w2) (Exodus
13:17). [The verb] nYw denotes escorting. What
reward did he receive for [escorting the Israelites?
Israel was commanded:] You should not abhor an
Egyptian (Deuteronomy 23:8) (Mechilta Beshalach
Pesikta).

[ [Pharaoh said to Moses and Aaron,] “Bless me
also” (Exodus 12:32). Pharaoh knew that he needed
[their] prayer, and that the Holy One, Blessed is
He, does not forgive a person [for a sin against his

fellow man] until he has appeased him (Mechilta

d’Rashbi, Shemos 12:32).

[ The high officials said to [Pharaoh] “What have

you done? Among [the Israelites that have left]
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were rich people, sages, craftsmen . ..”” Thereupon My beloved” (Song of Songs 1:9). Pharaoh took

Pharaoh began to cry, ““Vay, alas!” [This is alluded
to in the verse] It came to pass (Vayehi) when
Pharaoh had let the people go . .. (Exodus 13:17)
(Shemos Rabbah 20:2).

O When did Pharaoh cry out, “Vay, alas”’? When
he saw them traveling as a great nation. All the
while that the people of Israel had been stamping in
the mud [making bricks], he had thought nothing
of them (Lekach Tov, Shemos 13:17).

SPLITTING OF THE SEA

[ Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, “You set free
the fathers and cast the sons into the Nile. [I will do
the opposite;] | will send you into the sea and
destroy you, and | will take your daughter [Bithiah]
and give her an inheritance in the Garden of Eden”’
(Shemos Rabbah 20:4, Eitz Yosef).

[ Pharaoh king of Egypt showed respect to “He
Who spoke and the world came into being” [God].
He went out at the head of his hosts [rather than at
the rear, like other kings, for] he said, “Am | going
to greet a king of flesh and blood? | am going to
greet none other than the King of kings, the Holy
One, Blessed is He.” Therefore, the Holy One,
Blessed is He, showed him respect and punished
him personally [rather than through a messenger]
(Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 27:1).

[ When Pharaoh saw that [the idol] Baal-Zephon
remained intact, he said, “Baal-Zephon has agreed
to my decree. | thought to destroy them with water,
and Baal-Zephon agreed [for the Israelites are up
against the sea].” He began to offer sacrifices and
incense and to bow down to his idol. Therefore it is
written, 27PN nY)9Y, Pharaoh sacrificed (Fxodus
14:10) (Mechilta Beshalach 2:2).

[JWhen Pharaoh set out in pursuit of the Children
of Israel, he said, “Give me a quick male horse to
ride.” The Holy One, Blessed is He, appeared to
him as if He [God, as it were] were riding towards
Pharaoh on a male horse. Then Pharaoh said, “Give
me a mare that can withstand battle.” Said the Holy
One, Blessed is He, “I will appear to him as if |
myself am riding towards him on a mare. As a mare
in Pharaoh’s chariot | revealed that you [Israel] are

458 | ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

arrows and shot them at Israel; the Holy One,
Blessed is He, shot arrows of fire at him. When
Pharaoh had finished [fighting] every way he knew
and he had nothing left, the Holy One, Blessed is
He, said to him, “Wicked one! You were rebelling
against Me! Do you [believe] you can do that?”
(Shocher Tov 18:14).

[] His mare was multi-colored, and there was no
other like it in the world. Upon seeing it, the male
horses ran after it, and all of them entered the sea
(Midrash HaGadol, Shemos 14:23).

(] The water . . . covered . . . all the host of Pharaoh
(Exodus 14:28) but not Pharaoh himself. Some say:
In the end Pharaoh went down [into the sea] and
drowned (Mechilta Beshalach 2:6).

(1“1 will be honored through Pharaoh and all his
host” (Exodus 14:17). [Since] the sin began with
Pharaoh, the punishment began with him (Sifri
Naso 18).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, spared [Pharaoh],
and he went and ruled in Nineveh. When the Holy
One, Blessed is He, sent Jonah to Nineveh to
prophesy about it and to destroy it, Pharaoh heard
and [immediately] rose from his throne, rent his
garments, and dressed in sackcloth and ashes
(Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos 176).

[J See also Moses

IN HEZEKIAH'S TIME

O Pharaoh king of Egypt and Tirhakah king of Cush
were involved in the miracle [that was made for
Hezekiah]: they had come to Hezekiah's aid and
were discovered by Sennacherib, who bound them
that evening. At midnight the angel went forth and
smote Sennacherib’s hosts. When Hezekiah arose
in the morning and found them bound, he freed
them, and they went and recounted the wonders of
the Holy One, Blessed is He (Shir HaShirim Rabbah
4:8).

N33 Y72 — Pharaoh-necoh
[A king of Egypt] (Il Kings 23:29)

O Pharaoh-necoh carried off Solomon’s throne
from Jerusalem and brought it to Egypt. He wished
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to ascend and sit on it (Yalkut Shimoni, Esther
1046).

[J He did not know its functioning, and a [gold] lion
[from the throne] struck him and injured him
(Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 27:6).

[] There was no better [example of a] “sword of
peace” than [that of] Pharaoh-necoh. [He and his
army were passing through Judah, with whom he
was at peace, on the way to fight another country.]
Nevertheless, King Josiah met his downfall through
it [for trying to stop them without asking the advice
of Jeremiah] (Ta’anis 22a).

wyIa — Parosh (Ezra 2:3)

[JOn the fifth of Av and again on the first of
Teves, [the wood offering was brought by] the
children of Parosh, a descendant of Judah (Ta’anis
26a).

Y72 — Perez

[Son of Judah and Tamar] (Genesis 38:29)

L] “With what strength you [Perez] asserted your-
self!”” (ibid.). Since Solomon, the “firstborn’’ [i.e.,
foremost] of the singers [the composer of Song of
Songs ] was to issue from him, [Perez] had to be the
firstborn (Sefer HaBahir 59).

[JAt the age of seven, Perez took a wife (Seder
Olam Rabbah 2).

[J Whenever the word m19n, generations or prod-
ucts, appears in Scripture, its spelling is incomplete
[one or two vavs are missing] with two exceptions:
These are the products of heaven and earth (Genesis
2:4) and These are the generations of Perez (Ruth
4:18). The products of heaven and earth is com-
plete because the Holy One, Blessed is He,
had [just] created His world, and there was no
angel of death in [it]. When Perez arose, his
generations were complete because from him will
issue the Messiah, in whose days the Holy One,
Blessed is He, will swallow up death (Shemos
Rabbah 30:3).

NNTIYI2 — Parshandatha
[One of Haman'’s sons] (Esther 9:7)

[JHaman searched for a fifty-cubit beam [on

which to hang Mordecai], but the only one he
found was a beam that was [set] in his own
house. His son Parshandatha, who was governor of
[the Mount Ararat area], had taken it from the
remains of] Noah’s ark (Yalkut Shimoni, Beshalach
256).

mN 13 MNYa — Pashhur son of Immer

[Priest who imprisoned Jeremiah]
(Jeremiah 20:1)

(] Four [of the twenty-four] priestly watches came
up from the exile: [those of] Jedaiah, Harim,
Pashhur, and Immer. Jedaiah took his own [lot]
and the lots [of five] of his colleagues [who
remained in exile, so that he had] six [lots in all].
Harim, Pashhur, and Immer did likewise (Ta’anis
27b).

(J Pashhur son of Immer had four hundred —
some say four thousand — slaves, [who passed
themselves off as priests by eating the priestly
portion,] married the daughters of priests, and
became mixed in with the true priests [of Israel]
(Kiddushin 70b).

n172%91 13 MNYa — Pashhur son of Malciah
(Jeremiah 21:1)

[] Zedekiah fattened Pashhur son of Malciah and
his colleagues (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:6).

981na — Pethuel
[Father of the prophet Joel] (Joel 1:1)

[J Why was he called Pethuel? Because he curled
his hair (nnann) like a maiden [as a Nazarite, he
was forbidden to cut his hair]. Another said:
Because he [as it were] persuaded God (5% nno)
with his prayer. [He was Samuel the Ramathite]
(Shocher Tov 80:1).

[] See also Samuel

nnng — Pethahiah (Nehemiah 9:5)

[] “Pethahiah was in charge of the collection box
for the Temple sacrifices” (Shekalim 5:1). This
refers to Mordecai, who explained (nns) words and
interpreted them, and who knew seventy lan-
guages (Menachos 65a).
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1ivay — Zibeon .
[Grandfather of Oholibamah, who was a wife
of Esau] (Genesis 36:2)

[1Zibeon consorted with his mother and begot
Anah by her (Pesachim 54a).

[ Zibeon and Anah mated a female donkey with a

male horse, thereby producing a mule (Yerushalmi
Berachos 8:5).

7178 — Zadok

[High priest] (I Samuel 15:24)

0J Had Aaron and his sons been alive, Zadok would

have been greater than they in his time (Koheles
Rabbah 1:4).

DZadok asked [the Urim velumim] and was
answered [and therefore became the high priest]

(Sotah 48h).

MY 13 MPTY — Zedekiah son of Chen-
aanah
[False prophet] (I'Kings 22:11)

Spirit . . . said 3oy A

mouth of g [Ahab’
[Zedekiah] should

I'will be 4 lying spirit in the

s] prophets’’ (I' Kings 22:21)?

When they

went t
[Moabite] hg o

nd, and in chr e e pied) 2

ZEDEKIAH SON OF MAASEIAH / 1Y
PN 5 hi}
PRy

body on the grave of Elisha.
smelled the bones of Elisha, he returned to |ife
How much more so will the People of Israe| Who‘
cleave to the Living God and the Torah, |ive

eternally in the World to Come! (Yalkut Shimon;
Va’eschanan 824)

When  hjs bones

MYYN 13 WPTY — Zedekiah son of Maa-
seiah  (Jeremiah 29:21)

[JAhab son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of
Maaseiah became medical charlatans. They treated
the wives of the Chaldeans and consorted with
them (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 33)

[ They went to Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter. Ahab
said to her, “Thus said Hashem: ‘Submit to
Zedekiah.”” And Zedekiah said to her, “Thus
said Hashem: ‘Submit to Ahab.’”” She went
and told her father, who said, “Their God hates
immorality. When they come to you, send them
to me.” When they returned to her, she sent
them to her father. “Who told you this?”” he aSk.ed'
“The Holy One, Blessed is He,” they r?/phe%
“l asked Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, e

[Nebuchadnezzar], ““and they told me,,lt '[;
forbidden.” “we are prophets like them,” sd

[Zedekiah and Ahab]. “To them He did not S?-/
it, but to us He did.”” “If so,” said [NebUChZid
nezzar], “I will put you to the test, as lZed-
them.” “There were three of them,” said [f us
ekiah and Ahab], “but there are only two Ohad-
[hence oyr merit is less].” Said [Nebuc be
N€zzar], “Choose whomever you W‘.ant t(:iest/
with youy.”” They chose Joshua the high 61 his
for they thought they would be saved , fiery
merit. [The three] were thrown into thed [to
furnace. [Ahab and Zedekiah] were bl-Jr;e riest
a crisp]. The garments of Joshua the high P

; med]
were singed [but he was otherwise unhar
(Sanhedrin 93a)
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1MWNY 13 19PT¥ — Zedekiah son of Josiah

[King of Judah] (Jeremiah 27:1)

CHRONOLOGY / PERSONALITY / KING AND REBEL /
THE TEMPLE / CAPTURED

CHRONOLOGY

[] Jehoahaz reigned first, then Jehoiakim, afterward
Jehoiachin, and finally Zedekiah (Horios 11b).

[ Nebuchadnezzar died during [Zedekiah's] life-
time (Moed Katan 28b).

[JIn the fourth year of his [reign], Zedekiah,
accompanied by his ministers, went down to greet
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon (Seder Olam
Rabbah 25).

[JOn the sixth of Cheshvan, they slaughtered
Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes and blinded him
(end of Megillas Ta’anis).

[1On the twenty-first of the twelfth month, his
adversary Nebuchadnezzar died and was buried.
On the twenty-sixth, Evil-merodach exhumed
[Nebuchadnezzar’s body] and dragged it about in
order to nullify his decrees [by showing he was
dead]. On the twenty-seventh Jehoiachin was
taken out [of jail]. At the same time, Zedekiah died
(Seder Olam Rabbah 28).

PERSONALITY

[JShalum, Zedekiah, Johanan, and Jehoahaz are
the same person (Horios 11b).

[J[He was called] Zedekiah because he accepted
the righteousness of [Divine] Justice (N1 w9y PN
»77); Shalum, because in his days the reign of the
House of David ended (nn5w). His [real] name was
Mattaniah (Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:1).

(] Ebed-melech the Cushite (Jeremiah 38:7) is
Zedekiah. [He is called “the Cushite”” because] just
as a Cushite is distinguished by his [black] skin, so
was Zedekiah distinguished by his [good] deeds
(Moed Katan 16b).

L] Mattaniah thought to himself, /I will say that my
name is Zedekiah [from 1y, righteous] sO thgt
righteous descendants will issue from me.”” He d!d
not know [that actually this name augured] that In
his days, the Holy One, Blessed is He, would

ZEDEKIAH SON OF JOSIAH / yanyn» 13 1MpTy

“cause the acceptanc '
e of jud &
through the burn; e

26:22). "8 of the Temple (Pesikta Rabbasi

LI Five were created with
of] unearthly excellence, 3
Samson in his strength, S
in his hair, Zedekiah in his eyes, Asa in his feet [for
Zedekiah was able to see at night but was blinded
by Nebuchadnezzar (Maharsha)] (Sotah 10a).

[some feature that was
nd all were smitten in it:
aul in his neck, Absalom

[ The eight princes among men (Micah 5:4) are
Jeﬁse, Saul, Samuel, Amos, Zephaniah, Zedekiah,
Elijah, and the Messiah (Sukkah 52b).

[ He did that which was evil in the sight of Hashem
(II' Chronicles 36:12): It was within [Zedekiah's]
power to protest [the wickedness of his generation]
but he did not do so (Sanhedrin 103a)

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, wished to return
the whole world to [its primordial state of] as-
tonishing emptiness (y2) »n) on account of
Zedekiah's generation, but He looked at Zedekiah,
and the Attribute of Strict Justice was pacified
(ibid.).

[]These Mishnahs [not found in our Mishnah]
were written by five very righteous men: Shimur
the Levite, Hezekiah, Zedekiah, the prophet Hag-
gai, and the prophet Zechariah the son of Ido. [In
addition,] it was they who hid the vessels of the
Temple and the treasures of Jerusalem (Rav Pe’alim

16).
[] Zedekiah fattened Pashhur son of Malciah and

his colleagues, whereas concerning the one true
— Jeremiah — it is written, They gave him

/

rophet | ,
Zails a loaf of bread from outside of the bakers

street (Jeremiah 37:21); [that is,] black bread whiﬁh
was sold outside the city, for it was darker thfi()n the
bran of barley flour (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:6).

i d only one
iah king of Judah performe |
gfjdec;(;d [thgat is described in Scriptures

(Tosafos)]: he raised Jeremiah up out of the mire

d Katan 28b). |
g ar used to cast lots on the high
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Shall we bear children who are doomed?”” “Let us
g0 to Adam,” he said. They went to Adam, who told
them, “You do your part, and the Holy One, Blessed
is He, will do His.” “Doctor, heal your own
wounds,"” said [the women]. ““You have separated
from Eve for 130 years.” Upon hearing that, he en-
gaged in procreation (Bereishis Rabbah 23:4).

[ Zillah, also she bore . . . (Genesis 4:22) — against
his will and not to his benefit. Even though Lamech
had not married Zillah for procreation, the Holy
One, Blessed is He, wished to bring forth seed from
her, and Lamech’s deed [of giving her a contracep-
tive potion] was of no avail. From her issued Tubal-
cain, who forged brass-cutting implements and
weapons (Lekach Tov, Bereishis 4:22).

[ See Lamech; Adah

pnitas Tno%% — Zelophehad and his
daughters (Numbers 26:33)

O The gatherer [of sticks on the Sabbath] was
Zelophehad (Shabbos 96b).

O It cannot be said that the gatherer was Zelophe-
had (Sifri Zuta, Bamidbar 15:32).

[ They found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath
day (Numbers 15:32). It was Zelophehad. He re-
ceived his punishment at the time and his sin was
atoned for. Moses found the case of his daughters
difficult, for he did not know whether [Zelophehad)
had been completely forgiven, in which case his
daughters would have a share in the Land. When the
!~loly One, Blessed is He, mentioned his name
ing], “The daughters of Zelophehad speak right”’
(ibid. 27:7) it was clear to Moses that [Zel gh
had’s] sin had been atoned for (Zohar 3-157;3p 7
[ Zelophehad was a firstborn (Sifri Pinchas 133)
[J He was one of the Map :
to go up toward the Ho|

denit [see Numbers 14;
745). :

[say-

ilim , those who

’ presumed
y Land after God had forbjq.
44] (Yalkut Shimoni, Shelach

OOur teacher M
ose
daughters were to £ Jnew that Zelophehad's

would have been [told to] Moses [in any case], but
Zelophehad's daughters merited to have it recorded
in connection with themselves (Bava Basra 119a).

[J They stood before Moses and before Eleazar and
before the princes . . . (Numbers 27:2), who had
been sitting in the study hall. [Zelophehad’s daugh-
ters] went and stood before everyone (Bava Basra
119b).

0] “Our father died in the midbar " (Numbers 27:3).
(The expression midbar, the simple meaning of
which is desert,] is cognate with dibur, speech.
(Zelophehad,] the head of the Tribe of Joseph, was
an ignoramus who did not guard his tongue. He was
insolent to Moses, and for that he died. His daugh-
ters thought that perhaps because of this, our
teacher Moses did not want to give them a share in
the Land. They therefore wished to have their case
judged in the presence of the princes and the entire
congregation, rather than before Moses alone.
When Moses sensed that they suspected him,
Moses brought their cause before Hashem (ibid.
v. 5) (Zohar 3:205:2, 216:2).

[J Zelophehad’s daughters were clever, inter-
preters [of the law], and righteous. They were
clever, for they spoke at an opportune moment.
Moses was expounding on the topic of levirate mar-
riage [, which applies to the widow of a man
who died childless]. They said to Moses, “1f we are
considered like sons, give us a possession (Numbers
27:4). If not, let our mother undergo levirate mar-
riage.”” They were interpreters [of the law], for they
said, “If [our father] had a son, we would not have
spoken [requesting a share in the Land].” They were
righteous, for they married only those who were
worthy of them. Even the youngest of them was at
least forty years old when she married, and because
they were righteous, a miracle was made for them

?15 fgrlochebed land they bore children] (Bava Basrd
9b).

E “The daughters of Zelophehad speak right (Num-
€rs 27:7) — give them land; give them movables;
give them their father’s portion”’ (Yerushalmi Bava
Basra 8:))

DThey received three portions of inheritance: the
Portion to which their father was entitled as oné
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who had gone forth from Egypt, and his [double]
share [as a firstborn] in the possessions of [his fa-
ther] Hefer [even though Hefer died after his son
Zelophehad] (Bava Basra 122b).

[] Zelophehad’s daughters were equal to one an-
other [and therefore the order of their names varies
from place to place in the Torah] (ibid. 120a).

[] Zelophehad's daughters were permitted to marry
a man from any Tribe, but they were advised to
marry one worthy of them (ibid.).

2inYn P98 — Zelek the Amonite
(Il Samuel 23:37)

[] Zelek the Amonite was so called because he
dwelt in Amon (Kiddushin 76b).

12'98 13 1a8 — Zepho son of Eliphaz
(Genesis 36:11)

(] The great kingdom of Rome was built by Zepho
son of Eliphaz son of Esau. Tirtat king of Elishah
attacked and slew him. The wicked Esau heard of
the slaying of his grandchild and came to comfort
[Eliphaz] (Yelamdeinu, Batei Midrashos 160).

03y — Zephaniah

[Prophet] (Zephaniah 1:1)

[J An example of a righteous person who is the son
of a righteous person is Zephaniah son of Kushi
(Megillah 15a).

[(JThe eight princes among men (Micah 54) are
Jesse, Saul, Samuel, Amos, Zephaniah, Zedekiah,
Elijah, and the Messiah (Sukkah 52b).

[JHe prophesied close to the destruction [of the
Temple] (Seder Olam Rabbah 20).

(J Zephaniah prophesied in synagogues (Pesikta
Rabbasi 26:20).

n7ay — Zipporah
[Wife of Moses]

[(OWhoever saw her would acknowledge her
beauty. [She is called] Zipporah, [meaning] “Look
(19¥) and see ("8 M) how beautiful!”” [She is called]
the Cushite (Numbers 12:1) [because] just as the
Cushite [woman] is distinguished from other

(Exodus 2:21)

ZIPPORAH / nmay

\év.omen py the color of her skin, so too was Zj h
. |5t1ngunshed from other women by her bezsoral
is wntten., About the Cushite woman whomty.h;
had married (ibid.). Why does it [also] say, For
he had married a Cushite woman (ibid.)? [:Fhe
Torah is telling us that] her physical appearance

was lovely and her deeds were lovely [as well] (Sifri
Beha’aloscha 99)

[J She was lovely in her youth and lovely in her old
age. Acting [haughtily] as a ruler was totally foreign
to her. She acted as a Cushite [i.e., simply] in
poverty and in kingship. For that reason Moses mar-
ried her (Midrash HaGadol, Bamidbar 12:1).

(0 Bithiah daughter of Pharaoh and Zipporah
daughter of Jethro were twin sisters. Pharaoh and
Jethro took them as foundlings from the market be-
cause of their beauty and treated them like daugh-
ters (Midrash Talpios, Bithiah, citing Zohar).

(] ““Call him that he may eat bread” (Exodus 2:20).
Zipporah ran after [Moses] like a bird (tzippor) and
brought him [to her father’s house] . . . She purified
[her father’s] house [for they were all converted by
Moses], like a bird [which cleans and picks up every
crumb, and alsois used in purifying a house afflicted
with tzara’as, leprosy] (Shemos Rabbah 1:32, Eitz
Yosef).

[JWhen Reuel learned that Moses had fled from
Pharaoh, he cast him into a pit, and [Reuel’s] grand-
daughter Zipporah fed him for ten years (Targum
Yonasan, Shemos 2:21).

[J After ten years she said to her father, “Let us send
and see whether he is dead or alive.” Her father,
who did not know that she had fed him, replied,
“/Can a man be jailed for ten years without eating
and vyet live?”” Zipporah replied, “Have you not
heard that the God of the Hebrews is great and
awesome, and makes wonders for them at all
times?” [Reuel] sent to the pit, brought [Moses] out
and shaved him, and [Moses] ate bread (Yalkut Shi-
moni, Shemos 168).

(] Love for Moses entered her heart, and she asked
her father for him. [Her father then] gave her in
marriage to him (Midrash Hashkem, Shemos 4).

[JWhen Moses said to Jethro, “Give me your
daughter Zipporah as a wife,” Jethro said, “Agree

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES / 465
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ZEDEKIAH SON OF JOSIAH / 1MWN? 13 1PN

d organ was extended [to cause

' i ise
zar's] uncircumc | (Shabbos 149b).

him public humiliation

KING AND REBEL

L became king, Zion said, “Woe!
(Pesikta Rabbasi 27-28:1).

[J When Nebuchadnezzar came to exile Jeconiah,
his compassion for them was aroused and he asked,
/s there one of the seed of Josiah whom | can ap-
point as your king?” Mattaniah [Zedekiah] son.of
Josiah was present. Nebuchadnezzar crowned him
king of Jerusalem and said, “Swear to me that you
will not rebel against me.” Zedekiah replied, “I
swear by my soul.” Said Nebuchadnezzar, I will
accept only an oath on the Torah that was given on
Mount Sinai.”” Nebuchadnezzar brought a Torah
Scroll, placed it on Zedekiah's knees, and made him
swear that he would not rebel. Yet before Neb-
uchadnezzar was back in his land, Zedekiah re-
belled against him (ibid. 26:20-23).

[J [Nebuchadnezzar] had him swear by the corners
of the inner altar (Esther Rabbah 3:1).

[ [Nebuchadnezzar] appointed [Zedekiah] king
over the kings of Edom, Moab, Amon, Tyre, and Zi-
don (Eichah Rabbasi 2:14).

[JWhen Zedekial
Now my end has come”

[JZedekiah found Nebuchadnezzar eating a live
rabbit. “Swear to me,” said Nebuchadnezzar, ““that
you will not reveal the matter and bring scorn upon
me.” [Zedekiah] swore. Eventually [Zedekiah] re-
gretted [his oath, so) he had [a sage] annul it, and
the matter became known (Nedarim 65a) ,

[ Zedekiah went to bring up a tribute. Nebuchad-
nezzar said to him, “Eat with me at noon.”
was prepared. [Now a meal in Bab .
ameal in the Land of Israel

tically raw was brought before him. [Zedekiah] saw

Nebuchadnezzar eatin , his spi ippi

his beard. Zedekiah Iocg)ked atpf:?iei: r\i\‘/)(?rlwr:jirontz
thougfjt, “To this one the whole world is sug'n
gated!” When he departed and came to the Landju-f
!srael, he began to scorn [Nebuchadnezzar] ang P?
ignored the oath (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Va’eirr; 18)e

[J He burned the House of Hashem and the kin

house (If Kings 28:9). Thi g’s
:9). This refe o
palace (Pesikta Fichah Rabbasi 12;S 20

A meal
ylon was not like
-] Meat which was prac-
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[JWhen Nebuchadnezzar descended from Jery-
salem with the people of Zedekiah's exile, the Peo-
ple of Jehoiachin’s exile went out to greet him. Théy
were covered in black garments [of mourning] u,-q_
derneath and dressed in white garments [in honer
of Nebuchadnezzar] on top (ibid. 23).

[] The Holy One, Blessed is He, was kind to the peo-
ple of Israel. He sent Zedekiah and his people into
exile while the people of Jehoiachin’s exile [who
were Torah scholars] were still alive [to teach the
new exiles] (Gittin 88a).

THE TEMPLE

[JAIl the priests who served in Zedekiah’s time
were uncircumcised (Eichah Rabbasi 1:36).

[] The treasures of the House of Hashem and the
treasures of the king’s house (Il Chronicles 12:9).
Hezekiah took them back from Sennacherib, and
they remained [in Jerusalem until the time of
Zedekiah. Eventually] the Chaldeans came and took
them away from Zedekiah (Pesachim 119a).

(] Shimur the Levite, Hezekiah, Zedekiah, Haggai,
and Zechariah son of Ido hid the vessels of the Tem-
ple and the wealth of the treasures that were in
Jerusalem (Rav Pe’alim 16).

CAPTURED

0“1 will bring upon you a sword avenging the
covenant (Leviticus 26:32) such as the putting out of
Zedekiah’s eyes [for having transgressed his
covenant with Nebuchadnezzar’’ (Malbim)] (Sifra
Bechukosai 5).

[JUpon seeing that the Temple had been burnfed,
Zedekiah went out to flee through a tunnel leading
to Jericho, where the water duct ran. He was tireds
and his sons went first. Nebuzaradan saw him
caught him and his ten sons, and sent them t0 Neb-
uchadnezzar. “For what reason did you rebel
against me?”” demanded [Nebuchadnezzar. “/And
now,] by what law shall | judge you? If by the 1w ©f
Yo God, you must be slain for swearing falsely In
H'ls Name. If by the laws of the kingdom, yoU ml{st
die [for rebelling against the king].” Zedekiah said,
“Slay me first so that | will not see the blood of my
s0ns.”” And his sons said, “‘Slay us first so that s
will not see our father’s blood spilt on the groun®
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And so he did: he slaughtered them before [Zede.
kiah]. Then he gouged out [Zedekiah’s] eyes, put
them in the furnace, and took him to Babylon,
Zedekiah cried out, “Come and see, all mankind!
Jeremiah prophesied, "You will go to Babylon and
you will die in Babylon, but your eyes will not haye
seen Babylon.” I did not heed his words. And here |
am in Babylon, and my eyes do not see it"” (Pesikta
Rabbasi 26:67).

[Jlron spearheads were stuck into his eyes, but
they did not lose their sight until his sons were
slaughtered in his view (Yalkut Shimoni, end of
Kings).

[JWhat did that wicked one do to [Zedekiah]? He
fed him hot barley bread and gave him new wine
from the wine press to drink, so that his bowels
would be loosened (Esther Rabbah 3:1).

NP1 991¥ — Zophar the Naamathite
[One of Job’s friends] (Job 2:11)

[JSeven prophets prophesied to the nations of the
world: Balaam and his father, Job, Eliphaz the Ye-
menite, Bildad the Shuhite ... Zophar the Naa-

mathite, and Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite (Bava
Basra 15b).

LI When Job’s three friends went into the house of

mourning, Divine Inspiration rested upon them (Ko-
heles Rabbah 7:2).

LI “With us are both the gray-headed and the very
aged man, much older than your [Job’s] father (Job
15:10): Eliphaz, who is gray-headed, Bildad, who is
very aged, and Zophar, who is much older than your
father”’ (Targum lyov).

[ Let .Bildad the Shuhite, Zophar the Naamathite,
and Eliphaz the Yemenite come and testify that the

People of Israel have fulfilled the whole Torah
(Avodah Zarah 3a).

LJob’s three friends heard of all this evil that had
€ome upon him . . . and they made an appointment
together to come ... to him (Job 2:11). Each was
*€parated from the other by three hundred

?gg?sangs. How did they know to come? (Bava Basra

SDIOZ?,S three friends heard . . . (Job 2:11) when they
AW the trees of their orchards dry up, the meat

: ; »and the w;j
INg turn into blgg [theyelvrzzsvtheyweredrink'

had come upon New that syfferin
217). PON one of the friends] (Targum Iyoé

L People say: Either

fri v
(Bava Basra 16b). Nl

ob’s, or death
O Theyhsat i‘ilently before Job. When he rose they
rose; when he sat, they sat: when h I

) ; e ate, they ate-
whken he drank, they drank. [This went on] unytil hec;
asked them for permission [to speak]. They did not

speak in a disorderly manner [by
t each i
turn] (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 37) e

MY — Zohar (I'Chronicles 4:7)

[]Zohar is Miriam, whose face was [radiant] like
noon (D0, zohorayim) (Sotah 12a)

NI'¥ — Ziba
[Servant of Saul]
[J Ziba was a liar (Shabbos 56a).

[J He used force to avoid being a slave to Mephi-
bosheth (Yerushalmi Yevamos 2:6).

[(JWhen there was discord in the house of Ish-
bosheth son of Saul, his servant Ziba would extend
his table, whereupon the strife would cease. If he
saw that they were still quarreling, he would supply
them with wine as well in order to make them
happy. And because Ziba put an end to dissension
in his master’s house, he merited sons and daugh-
ters, male and female slaves, and much we;lth,’and
he inherited his master’s house (Aleph Beis d’Ben

Sira, Otzar HaMidrashim 42).

(Il Samuel 9:2)

nby — Zillah

is 4:19
[Wife of Lamech] (Genesis 4:19)

If two Wives (ibid.) /.\dah
[Lamech] Juxuriated
because he

(Yerushalmi

[] Lamech took to himse
as SO named] because

E]v:/rynn) in her; Zillah [was SO n;;?jfgr]]

dv“vexlt‘in the shadow (93) of her chi

G - d Zillah, sur-
.« wives, “Adah an , st

i to his wives, ‘A0 T caid
2 il rselves to me’” (Genesis 4.23t)hey u); o
i y?g on a deluge will come [asdescendamS
ol decreed Cain's &

- Cod had de 2

StOOICL gmdecs:'(t)royed after seven generatio
would bé
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that your first son will be dedicated to [the search
for] religion [i.e., to discovering the true God by
intellectual investigation]”” and he agreed (Mechilta
Jethro 1:1).

[ Zipporah went in the ways of the House of Israel.
She did not fall short of the righteous Sarah, Re-
becca, Rachel, and Leah. She bore a son whom
Moses named Gershom, but by order of his father-
in-law Jethro, [Moses] did not circumcise [the baby]
(Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos 168).

[JShe bore a son (Exodus 2:22). It does not say
“’she conceived” because she was young and did
not look pregnant (Lekach Tov, Shemos 2:22).

[JHow did Zipporah know [why] Moses was in
danger [see Exodus 4:25]2 The angel swallowed
Moses from his head until the place of circumci-
sion. Seeing this, Zipporah realized that he was

being attacked on account of circumcision (Shemos
Rabbah 5:8).

[ She cut off the foreskin of her son (Exodus 4:25),

for Divine Inspiration was enkindled within her
(Zohar 1:93b).

[JAfter she had been sent away (Exodus 18:2) with
a bill of divorce. R’ Eleazar the Modiite said: With
words [i.e., he told her, “Go to your father’s
house”] (Mechilta Jethro 1:1).

n%a27 — Koheleth (Ecclesiastes 1:1)

[J [Solomon] had three names : Jedidiah, Solomon,
and Koheleth (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:10)

[J See Solomon

na7 — Kehath
[Son of Levi] (Genesis 46:11)

L] Kehath saw Phinehas [who is identified as] Elijah
(Targum Yonasan, Shemos 6:18).

[JAt first, the essential dwelling place of the

466 | ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

[(JHer two sons (Exodus 18:3). Because she had
educated them without [Moses], the Torah calls
them her sons, not his (Zohar 2:69b).

[J How did Miriam know that Moses was abstain-
ing from marital relations? She saw that Zipporah
did not adorn herself with women’s ornaments (Sifri
Beha’aloscha 99).

[JWhen the elders were appointed, all of Israel lit
candles and rejoiced for them. Miriam saw the
candles burning and asked Zipporah, “What are
these candles for?”” [Zipporah] told her. “Fortunate
are the wives who see their husbands rise to high
position,” said Miriam. “Woe is to them,” said
Zipporah, “for henceforth [their husbands] will
separate from them”” (Yalkut Shimoni, Beha ‘aloscha
738).

[0 A man should always cleave to the daughter of a
good family, for from Moses, who married the
daughter of Jethro [who had originally been an
idol-worshiper] issued Jonathan [his grandson, who
served idols] (Bava Basra 109b).

Ny — Zereth

[ Zereth is Miriam, who became an object of envy
(M) to her friends [because of her beauty] (Sotah
12a; Rashi).

(I Chronicles 4:7)

Shechinah was among men, but when Adam
sinned, it ascended on High . . . Kehath merited to
bring it down from the third firmament to the
second . . . (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 1:22).

Yip — Koz (I Chronicles 4:8)

[J Koz is Caleb, who cut down (y¥p) the counsel of
the Spies (Shemos Rabbah 1:17).

n?“’f? — Keturah (Genesis 25:1)
U Keturah is Hagar, who was “perfumed”’ (MVPN)
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with mitzvos and good deeds. R’ Berachiah said
she was chaste ("wp — nMvp) (Bereishis Rabbah
61:4).

1’7 — Cain
[Son of Adam] (Genesis 4:1)

BIRTH / PERSONALITY / SACRIFICE / KILLING OF ABEL /
REGRET AND PUNISHMENT / THE SIGN / END

BIRTH

(] On that day [the sixth day of Creation], two [Adam
and Eve] went up to bed and seven came down [that
is, five children were begotten]: Cain and his twin
sister, and Abel and his two twin sisters (Bereishis
Rabbah 22:2).

[] He did not resemble [Adam], and his descendants
are not listed in the account of Adam’s descendants
[see Genesis 5:1] ( Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 42).

PERSONALITY

[JCain was designated for exile [for spilling the
blood of his brother] (Bereishis Rabbah 30:8).

[JCain would have returned the world to [its
primordial] astonishing emptiness (yn2) yn) [by
killing Abel and incurring the death penalty. If Seth
had not been born, the human race would have
ceased to exist (Eitz Yosef)] (Bereishis Rabbah 2:3).

[ Cain has no share in the World to Come (Avos
d’Rabbi Nosson 41:14).

[JThe Holy One, Blessed is He, knocked on the
vessels of four people and found them to be
containers of urine [i.e., worthless]: Adam, Cain,
Balaam, and Hezekiah. [That is, God tested them by
asking them questions, which would suggest that He
was unaware; and they failed the test, thinking that
He did not know the answers (Eitz Yosef). Of] Cain [it
is written], Hashem said to Cain, “Where is Abel your
brother?”” and he said, I do not know”” (Genesis 4:9)
(Bereishis Rabbah 19:11).

(] Cain set his sight on what was not fitting for him
[namely, on the additional twin born together with
his brother Abel (Rashi) or on the movable objects in
the possession of his brother Abel (Maharsha)]. What
he sought was not given to him, and what he already
possessed was taken away from him (Sotah 9b).

(J Why didn’t Adam marry his daughter? So that
Cain could marry [her] (Sanhedrin 58b).

[ Cain begot a hundred children and outlived his
father (Shemos Rabbah 31:17).

[ Three people had a passion for agriculture but
derived no benefit from it: Cain, Noah, and Uzziah
(Bereishis Rabbah 22:3).

SACRIFICE

[JWhen the night of the Passover festival arrived,
Adam said to his sons, “On this night, the people
of Israel are destined to offer Passover sacrifices.
You, too, offer sacrifices before your Creator.”
Cain brought from what was left over of his food
— parched grain and flax plants. Abel brought the
choicest firstlings of his flock, whose wool had not
been shorn. Cain’s offering was rejected, but
Abel’s was accepted (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 21).

(] Cain and Abel were forty years old when they
brought their offerings (Tanchuma Bereishis 9).

KILLING OF ABEL

[JCain was anxious to take possession of the
world. When he was with his brother, they said to
one another, “Come, let us divide the world.” Said
Cain, “You take the movables, and | the land.”
They [thus] divided [the world] between them.
Abel was walking in the world, and Cain chased
him, saying, ““Get off my property!” He went to
the mountains, but [Cain] said, “Get out of my
property!” Finally, [Cain] rose up against Abel and
killed him (Shemos Rabbah 31:17).

i id, “The land you are standing on is
SiLCe?'I’nIL iirn, [Abel] said, “What you are wearing
is mine!”” (Bereishis Rabbah 22:7). .
twin girl was born toget.her with
| will take her [as a Wlf(?], for |
am the firstborn,” whilg [Abel}]{ s.e;’i%, )”l will take
her, for she was born with me”’ (ibid.). :

I s a rare beauty, and Cain

f in sister wa . ’ Cai
o Abteldshg:”in his heart (Yalkut Shimoni, Bereishis
covete

i brother Abel and killed

inst his / i
[] Cain rose ”p;)g iilrerzsrose up against [Absli=ies
is4:8).

him (Genes!

[J An additional
Abel. [Cain] said,
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sister [whom Abel had married] and then killed her

husband (Tikkunei Zohar 69:113a).
|, /I observe that the world was

in said to Abe :
i Cal e s not conducted with

created with mercy, but it . ed wit
reward for good deeds. There is favoritism N

[Divine] judgment. Why was your oﬁerlng ac-
cepted, and mine not?"” Abel replied, “There is N0
favoritism in [Divine] judgment. It is because my
deeds are better than yours that my offering has
been accepted.” Cain said to Abel, “There is no
justice, no Judge, no World to Come, and no
reward and punishment for the righteous and the
wicked.” Said Abel, “There is indeed justice, a
Judge, a World to Come and reward and punish-
ment.” They were arguing this matter in the field.
Then Cain rose up against his brother Abel, hit him
in the forehead with a rock, and killed him (Targum
Yonasan, Bereishis 4:8).

OThey grappled. Abel overpowered Cain and
threw him down. ““Abel, my brother,” cried Cain,
“do not harm me!” [Abel] was filled with compas-
sion and released his hold, [whereupon Cain

attacked [Abel] and slew him (Tanchuma Bereishis
9).

D Not knowing which blow would be fatal, Cain
inflicted many blows and wounds on his brother

AbEI, until at last he reached his neck (Sanhedrin
37b).

U How did he slay him? R’ Shimon ben Gamliel

said: With a cane. Our Sages said: Wi
i ; : With
(Bereishis Rabbah 22:8). ith a stone

0 Cain noted on what

part of the anatomy hj
father cut the bullock to slaughter it, and tfz,at :2
where he struck Abel to kill him (ibid.)

[J After he had killed [Abel, Cain] said | must f]
from my father and mother, for they ;vill exact :’e
revenge from me since there is no one else iC hlS
world.” At once, the Holy One, Blessed S
2ggef?red fto him and said, “From your parenltss yoed
an Tiee; from Me you cannot. Woe to [Abel
Pitying you and not killing you when oe] o
2fert‘}e,:t:]/v:";: ,E\Jovy you have killed him!"’ ’y’fvltjasft(:a‘:
it ur? ,M said [Cain], “are there talebearerg
e dy ¢ My father and mother, who are on
» 40 not know that | killed him; You are in
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heaven — how do You know?" Said [God], “Hark
the blood of your brother cries out to Me!” (Cenesi;
4:10). ““Master of the World,” said Cain, | haye
never seen a slain person in my life. Did I know that
if | would strike him with a stone, he would dje?
Thereupon [God] replied, “You are cursed more
than the ground”’ (ibid. v. 11). Said Cain, “Did | ki||
him?2 It was You who created in me an eyj
inclination. [Furthermore,] You watch over every-
thing; You let me kill him. [Moreover,] it is You who
killed him, for had You accepted my sacrifice like
his, | would not have been jealous of him”
(Tanchuma Bereishis 9).

REGRET AND PUNISHMENT

[ Three argued falsely with God: Cain, Esau, and
Manasseh [king of Judah]. Cain said, ““Is my iniquity
too great to be borne? (Genesis 4:13). Is my sin
greater than that of the sixty myriads [of Israel] who
will sin before You [in the wilderness] and whom
You will forgive?”” (Sanhedrin 101b).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to him, “’Since
you have repented, exile yourself from this place.”
Wherever he went, the earth would quake beneath
him, and the beasts and cattle would say, “Let us
eat him.” They would gather and come to him . ...
(Tanchuma Bereishis 9).

[ Wherever he went, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
would bring evil in his wake, and he would be
beaten and driven out (Shemos Rabbah 31:17).

[ Cattle, beasts, fowl, and the primeval serpent
gathered to avenge Abel’s blood. The Holy One,
Blessed is He, told them, “Not so (127 — 12 N)
whoever slays Cain (Genesis 4:15). Cain did not
have from whom to learn [and therefore he was not
sentenced to death for slaying Abell. Henceforth,
whoever kills Cain [or any other person] will be
killed”” (Bereishis Rabbah 22:12).

U [God] said to [Cain], “Four families weré to
have issued from your brother Abel, but yot
eliminated them from the world. Likewise t.he
earth will open its mouth and devour four families
of your [descendants].” These were Enoch, Erd,

M?huja(?l, and Methushael (Yelamdeint, Bais:
Midrashos 147).
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HE SIGN

[] Hashem set a sign (MN) for Cain (Genesis 4:1)
letter (MN) from the great and holy Name ( .
Yonasan).

, a
Targum

[JThe Holy One, Blessed is He, took one of the
twenty-two letters [of the aleph-beis with which]
the Torah [was written] and placed it on Cain’s arm

so that he would not be killed (Yalkut Shimoni
Bereishis 38). '

[J[The Sages offer various interpretations of the
word mx:] He made the sun shine upon him [as a
sign of Divine benevolence]; He caused him to
break out in tzara’as (leprosy) [as a punishment, for
a leper is considered as dead]; He gave him a dog
[for protection]; He caused him to grow a horn. He
made [Cain] himself into a [warning] sign for
murderers; He made him into a sign [of encourage-
ment] for penitents. He suspended his punishment
until [a designated time, when] the Flood came and
drowned him (Bereishis Rabbah 22:12).

[JHe [made the sun set early, thereby] hastening
the arrival of the Sabbath [which is called a sign in
Exodus 31:17] (Tanchuma Bereishis 10).

L] [The sign] was circumcision [which is called a
sign in Genesis 17:11. Cain] had been jealous of his
brother, who had been born circumcised (Zohar
Chadash Tikkunim 116a).

END

[JCain left the presence of Hashem (Genesis
14:16). He threw [God’s] words behind him [in
rejection] and went out, as if fooling Him [i.e., as if
God did not know his thoughts]. Adam encoun-
tered him and asked, “‘How did your case go?”’ He
replied, ““I repented and was granted clemency”’
(Bereishis Rabbah 22:13).

[ Cain became an angel of death. For 130 years
[Cain] was a vagrant wanderer because of the
curse. Lamech, a seventh-generation descendar‘It
[of Cain], was blind. He went out hunting/_ with his
son leading him by the hand. The child said, “I see
the likes of an animal,” [whereupon Lamech] drgw
his bow and killed Cain. [Then] the child Saw.hlm
and said, ““Father, it looks like a dead person “_”th a
horn on his forehead.” ““Woe is to me,” exclaimed

Lamech, “it is my forefather!”” He beat his hands in

regret and [accidentally] struck t i
ogret a the child’
killing him (Tanchuma Bereishis 11). e

291 13 98197 — Kemuel son of Milcah

(Genesis 22:21)
L Kemuel is Balaam, Why was he called Kemuel?
Because he rose up (0p) against the people of God
(ON) (Yalkut Shimoni, Balak 766).

DLaban and Kemuel are the same person
(Bereishis Rabbah, end of 57)

193¥ 13 58117 — Kemuel son of Shiphtan
(Numbers 34:24)

[JMedad (ibid. 11:26) is Kemuel son of Shiphtan
(Bamidbar Rabbah (15:19).

117 — Kenaz (Joshua 15:17)

[] Caleb son of Jephuneh was the stepson of Kenaz
(Sotah 11b).

nY'¥p — Keziah
[Daughter of Job] (Job 42:14)
[J [She was called] Keziah [lit., cassia, a spice]

because her fragrance spread like that of cassia
(Bava Basra 16b).

(] [She was called] Keziah because she was as
important as cassia (Targum lyov 42:14).

1wy 13 N7y — Korah son of Esau
y ; (Genesis 36:5)

[JThis Korah was a mamzer, the product of a
forbidden union (Bereishis Rabbah 82:12).

n1py — Korah (Exodus 6:21)

PERSONALITY / THE DISPUTE/ SWALLOWED BY
EARTH / KORAH'S SONS / AFTERMATH

THE

PERSONALITY

[][The members of] Korah’s company have r;g
share in the World to Come [for their dispute Wi

Moses and Aaron] (Sanhedrin 109b).
d that Korah’s company

[]The shares in the lan ook

were to have [received] went inste
Caleb (Bava Basra 118b).
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1=

agree with him against my will. It is better for me
not to get involved with him.”” When Moses saw
that nothing was to be gained, he left [Korah]
(Bamidbar Rabbah 18:9).

[ Throughout that night, Korah was leading Israel
astray. He said to them, “Do you think | am
endeavoring to acquire high position for myself? |
seek distinction for all of us.” He went to each
Tribe and persuaded it to hear [his arguments]
(ibid. 18:10).

SWALLOWED BY THE EARTH

[0 Moses said before the Holy One, Blessed is He,
“’Master of the World, when they cast aspersion on
my brother and me, | was silent; but when they
insult the Torah, | shall not be silent” (Midrash
HaGadol, Bamidbar 16:28).

(] Our teacher Moses asked the Holy One, Blessed
is He, to deal with Korah not through the Attribute
of Mercy, but through the Attribute of Strict Justice
(Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer 5).

O “f a creation Hashem will create (Numbers
16:30); [that is,] if a mouth for the earth is already
in creation, very well. If not, Hashem will create it
now”’ (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:12).

[J When he had finished speaking (Numbers 16:31).
Because it was a prayer for vengeance, [Moses]
was not answered until he had completed his
prayer [as opposed to Before they call, | will answer
(Isaiah 65:24)] (Midrash HaGadol, Bamidbar 16:31).

[ The earth opened up its mouth (Numbers 16:32).
The earth became like a funnel. Wherever one of
[Korah’s company] was [standing], he would roll
down through it into the earth’s mouth. Even their
garments that were at the launderer would come

rolling to be swallowed with them (Bamidbar
Rabbah 18:13).

OJEven their names that were on deeds, even a
needle that [another] had borrowed from them,
were swallowed along with them [so that no trace

was left of them or their possessions] (Yerushalmi
Sanhedrin 10:1).

[J Korah was smitten worse than the others, for he
was burned and then swallowed [by the earth]. At

472 | ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

first the fire burned him in sight ¢=
demned] to be burned, then the fire
like a ball and rolled him to the mout
with those [condemned] to be swallc
bar Rabbah 18:19).

[JKorah’s company continued to ©
Hannah [the mother of the prophet ¢
and prayed for them (Yerushalmi Sar®

KORAH'S SONS

[JIn what merit were the sons of -
When they were sitting with their fa-
saw Moses, they hung their heads ar?
stand up for Moses, we will be show#
for our father. And if we do not rise —
You shall rise up before the hoary h:
19:32). We had better rise for our te:
even though we will [thereby] be sk
spect for our father.”” At that momen:
repentance stirred in their hearts (Ya
Korah 752).

[J When the sons of Korah saw the!
below on one side and fire [of Gehin
other, they were unable to open the
confess. But as soon as thoughts ¢
stirred in their hearts, the Holy One, |
accepted them. Whatever thoughts o
the others developed as well; all thre
heart (Shocher Tov 45:4).

[ The area round about them split as:
spot on which each stood was not [tc
stood separately like three pillars (ibi

[J The sons of Korah were swallowec
but since they had some thoughts of
high place was prepared for them |
upon which they stayed and uttere
hedrin 110a, Maharsha).

O ... Roses, for the sons of Korah

The sons of Korah, who were roses,
from among the thorns so they \
burned along with them. Korah and
said, “The Holy One, Blessed is He,
coal pans from you.”” The Holy One,
said to them, “Why do | need golden
the silver, mine is the gold (Hagg
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[ 1 ¥ er men composed the
I D=~ icad, Solomon, Asaph, ar
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[ 1 A~ oses, Aaron andall the
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AFTERMA

[ 1 R abbah bar bar Chanah
AR T — £ OIng on my way, a
" _“<«<>rxae, | will show you the

TI=x-22="3T — Reuben
[ S on of Jacob and Leah]

P ERSONALITY / DUDAIM /
BILHAH / THE SALE

PERSONAI

L7 F a3 -~~as born on the twen
Fie3 at the age of 155 (Yal

s e 162)-

Boay S = <> s firstborn Reuben (C
Mrams o nceivedasaresultof t

N
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. nirthright willingly, Esau

e S(;Ii/:;; 3;;22%}(“@”65,_58 )2/7:41) :
my son 2urrendered his birt.hright t(;
iy air)llst his will, yet he was not jealous o
Jqsephozg the contrary, Reuben heard, and he
gsn;ed him from their hand”’ (ibid. 37:21) (Bera-

chos 7b). . .
[ “Reuben, you are my firstborn (C?(?GS’S - a'
[Jacob said to him:] “To [your] credit: you areh
firstborn and Esau is a firstborn. Esau went tq the
field to hunt game to bring (ibid. 27:5) — if he
would find [game to hunt,] very well. If not, [he
intended] to bring a stolen [animal]. You, however,
took only that which was ownerless: Reuben went
out in the days of the wheat harvest. He found
dudaim [growing wild] in the field and brought
them (ibid. 30:14). To [your] discredit: I, [until] the
age of eighty-four [when | married], had never had
anocturnal emission. But you — Reuben went and
lay with Bilhah (ibid. 35:22). The birthright was
yours, the priesthood was yours, the kingship was
yours. Now that you have sinned, the birthright is
given to Joseph, the priesthood to Levi, the kingship
toJudah.” R’ Acha said: [Jacob said,] “The birthright
was [never rightfully] yours. [I] went to Laban only
for szchel: | consorted with your mother [on our
V‘}'fdd'”g night, when you were conceived, ] thinkin
:eseto\rlﬁiS tiac-}:e]' Now the birthright has been
ﬁl’StbOl‘n Josel ; rEnghtfu” _OWner [I'e" RaChEI,S
+J0seph]” (Bereishis Rabbah 98:4)

EReubfen, Simeon, and Levi were the leaders [of
d.e Jewish people of Israel] in Egypt. After Reuben
ied, the leadership wag given to §j

(Bamidpar Rabbah 13:8), e

O Reuben rety
i ed to th

Although
harbored hatred

gpit (Genesis 37:29). He

: .h}:s sackcloth ang fasting

: . > with Bilhah), Th

"essed is He, saig 1 him, “Neyer hst ;) I;ecr)sr;e’
n

escendant ghg w rti th;e Irst to repent your

greatn € Tirst to

esce:;:jnt(])ﬂ €Pentance.” This rgfi:: :)f [th'e

unto Hashen, 0Sea, [Who sajq | “Return oolsrghl,s

tance reaChesy od”’ o 142) [i/e e

Bereishis Rapy, 4 the very Throne o rélp en]
119) ory

REUBEN 121

[J[An example of] one who agks
argument is Reuben, as it is writte
his father ... “You may slay My two sons if | 1,

bring him back to you. Put him in My care ail to
42:37) (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 37:13)

[JAnd [Jacob] said, “My son shall no
you. My firstborn [Reuben] is ap idiot, for [h
speaks of] his sons [as if | would] not [C0nsidei
them also like] my sons” (Bereishis Rabbah 91:13)

L] “You may slay my two sons”’ (Genesis 42:37)
i.e., place them under ban (Targum Yonasan)

Wwith an i“OgiCal
N, Reuben Said to

(Genes;s

£80 down wjg,

/

[ ] Reuben was buried across the Jordan in Rumia
which Moses gave [Reuben’s] descendants as an
inheritance (Sefer HaYashar, end of Yehoshua)

DUDAIM

[J Reuben went out in the days of the wheat harvest
(Genesis 30:14). This occurred during the fifth year
of Leah’s marriage. Reuben was four years old at the
time (Lekach Tov, Bereishis 30:14).

[J Dudaim in the field (Genesis 30:14). He took only
that which was ownerless, and did not taste [the
fruits] before bringing them to his mother (Bereishis
Rabbah 72:2).

[J He found dudaim but, not knowing what they
were, tied his donkey to the [plant] and wgnt off.
The donkey tried to free himself, and [in doing s0]
uprooted the dudaim. They let out a mighty cry,
and the donkey died, for such is the [magicall V‘;]a,y
of dudaim. When Reuben came and found' IS
donkey dead, he realized that they were dUdag:d’
and he gave them to his mother Leah. [The o
result was that] Issachar was born. Thus the dfig i
that uprooted the dudaim caused ISSaCharhar a
born. Therefore [Jacob] said, As for Issc‘j&idrésh
donkey was instrumental (Genesis 49:14) (
Aggadah, Bereishis 49:14).

THE INCIDENT OF BILHAH

[1The episode of Reuben [and [?ilhah
public] but not translated [to avoi
rassment to Reuben] (Megillah 252)-

[ Whoever says that Reuben sinned [in © istaken
it appears from Scripture (Maha
He tampered with his father’s b

] is read [I"

: ar-
d causing emb

sha)] 15 M2
red, and 5¢r!
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considers it as if he lay with [Bilhah] (Shabbos 55h)

[JAs long as Rachel was alive, her bed was set
beside Jacob’s. After Rachel died, Jacob took
Bilhah’s bed and placed it beside his own (Bereishis
Rabbah 98:4).

[J [Reuben] was redressing the insult to his mother
[Leah]. He said, “If my mother’s sister was a rival to
my mother, must the handmaid of my mother’s
sister [also] become a rival to my mother?” He rose
and tampered with her bed (Shabbos 55b).

(] Throughout the lifetimes of Rachel and Leah, the
Divine Presence rested upon them. When they
died, the Divine Presence did not leave the house
but rested on the dwelling of Bilhah. Reuben came
and tampered with the bed — that is, he slept on it
— and he did not fear the Divine Presence (Zohar
1:175b).

[ ] [Reuben’s] tampering with the bed consisted of
preventing his father from using [the bed] for a
mitzvah [procreation]. Whoever prevents [procre-
ation] causes the Divine Presence to depart from
the world (ibid. 1:176a).

[JReuben said, “Father was to have produced
twelve tribal ancestors, not more. Now he wishes to
beget more children. Perhaps it is because we are
unfit.”” That is why [Reuben] tampered with the bed
(ibid.).

[ Reuben was not ashamed to confess [his sin].
What was his end? He acquired the life of the World
to Come (Sotah 7b).

[JWho caused Reuben to confess? Judah [by
setting an example (Rashi)] (Sotah 7b).

THE SALE OF JOSEPH

[ Reuben . .. rescued [Joseph] from their hands
(Genesis 37:21). Said the Holy One, Blessed. is He,
“You were the first to rescue a life. By Your.l'fe’ the
first city of refuge will be designated in your
boundaries: Bezer in the desert . .. of the Reuben-

ites”” (Deuteronomy 4:43) (Bereishis Rabbah 84:15).

(I Reuben returned to the pit (Genesis 37:29)
Where had he been? Each one of [t
ancestors] would serve his father oné day,
day it was Reuben’s [turn]. Reuben [ret

he tribal
and that
urned to

R
OSH SON OF BENJAMIN / 112233 13 wNe

rescue Joseph becaus

% e he 1 Q!
firstborn, the sin will b I said, “Since | am the

St ' e blamed on me.”” Oy

;ald. Reuben said, “| thought I would be disrt::f:;
€cause of the matter [of Bilhah], yet [Joseph]

/counted me along with my brothers [when he sa?d]
Eleven stars were bowing down to me’ (ibid. v 9),

Should I not save him?"” (Bereishis Rabbah 84:1'5)..

[JReuben did not join [the brothers] in their meal
[and was therefore not present] when they sold
[Joseph], for he was fasting [in penitence] for having
tampered with his father’s bed. [Instead,] he had
gone and sat between the hills, He thought to return
and bring [Joseph] up from the pit and return him to
his father [in the hope that his father] would then
forgive him and show him favor (Targum Yonasan,
Bereishis 37:29).

UJAIl the cares of the house were cast upon
[Reuben]. When he was free, he went and looked
into the pit (Bereishis Rabbah 84:19).

(O They told Reuben that they had proclaimed a
solemn ban (p7n) [forbidding anyone to divulge to
Jacob that Joseph had been sold]. After hearing the
ban, [Reuben] kept silent (Yalkut Shimoni, Vayei-
shev 142).

[ Had Reuben known that the Holy One, Blessed is
He, would write of him, Reuben heard, and he
rescued him from their hand (Genesis 37:21), he
would have carried [Joseph] on his shoulders back
to his father (Ruth Rabbah 5:6).

=91 — Reaiah (I Chronicles 4:2)

[] Bezalel is [the name] by which his people Falled
him. But the Holy One, Blessed is He, called.hlm by
five names of endearment connected wath the
Tabernacle: [Reaiah, Shobal, Jahath, Ahumal., and
Lahad;] Reaiah, for God showedh(nmn; h|mt }:2
; 2 " m
nd all Israel and said to t em, rom t!
g/:;s;iig of Creation | have set him aside to build
the Tabernacle]” (Shemos Rabbah 40:4).
INT — h son of Benjamin
PR 2 v e (Genesis 46:21)
for
iamin’ ] were named
f [Benjamin’s sons], WeE
[[:]]ofs\clelph(])' Rosh, for [Benjamin said,] ““He [Josephl

was my superior (on7)” (Sotah 36b).
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(Genesis 22:23)
ca

PERSONALITY / MARRIAGE / PREGNANCY / JACOB'S
BLESSING / DEATH

PERSONALITY

[J Only four women are called Matriarchs [Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah] (Berachos 16b).

[0 Who are the women in the tent? (Judges 5:24)?
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah (Horios 10b).

[ Before the Holy One, Blessed is He, caused
Sarah’s sun to set, he caused Rebecca’s sun to rise
(Bereishis Rabbah 58:2).

[J Rebecca was the image of Sarah (Zohar 1:133a).

[Jlsaac wrote in her marriage contract that he
would provide her with two goat kids daily
(Bereishis Rabbah 64:14).

[OWhen Esau emerged from his mother’s womb,
he cut it so that she would not give birth to the
Twelve Tribes (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Ki Seitzei 4).

OJRebecca, being the daughter of idolatrous
priests, was not irritated [as much as Isaac] by the
filth of idolatry (Bereishis Rabbah 65:4).

[J Rebecca loved Jacob (Genesis 25:28). Whenever
she heard his voice, her love for him would
increase (Bereishis Rabbah 63:10)

0 She innocently said, “Remain .. . a short while
until your brother’s wrath subsides’” (Genesis
27:44). [Esau,] however, did not [relinquish his
wrath]; he kept his wrath forever (Amos 1:11)
(Bereishis Rabbah 67:10).

MARRIAGE

!;] This daughter of kings [Rebecca], who had never
in her life gone out to draw water, went out at that

moment [that Eliezer came] to draw water (Pirkei
d'Rabbi Eliezer 16).

CJAIl the women went down to fill [their pitchers
with water] from the well. But as for [Rebecca] —
as soon as the water saw her, it rose up (Bereishis
Rabbah 60:5).

{0 The first woman to marry a man who had been
circumcised at the age of eight days was Rebecca
(ibid.).
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[(JWhom no man had known (Genesis 24:16). No
one even asked for her [because the righteous are
protected from the wicked] (Bereishis Rabbah
60:5).

[J She said, “I will go (Genesis 24:58) [even if it is]
against your will"” (Bereishis Rabbah 60:12).

[J [She was] a virgin (Genesis 24:16), having main-
tained her virginity. Whom no man had known
(ibid.), even through unnatural relations (Yeru-
shalmi Kesubos 1:3).

[] They blessed Rebecca (Genesis 24:60). [Yet, they
were] sickened and depressed [for her going to
Isaac was against their will (Eitz Yosef)]. The dowry
they gave her consisted only of words (Bereishis
Rabbah 60:13).

[JRebecca . .. proceeded after the man (Genesis
24:61) and not in front of him (Berachos 61a).

[JWhen lIsaac was about to say the afternoon
prayer (nnm), the servant reached Rebecca. And
when Isaac was about to say the afternoon prayer
[the following day], Rebecca reached [Isaac] (Zohar
1:132a).

[J Rebecca was coming with Eliezer when she saw
[Isaac]. Exceedingly distinguished, wrapped in a
tallis, he resembled an angel of God (Shocher Tov
90:18).

[JRebecca saw his hand spread in prayer and
thought, “He is surely a great man.”” That is why
she asked, “Who is this man?”’ (Genesis 24:64)
(Bereishis Rabbah 60:15).

(] She fell from the camel (Genesis 24:64). Foresee-
ing through Divine Inspiration that the wicked Esau
was to issue from her, she trembled with horror
[and fell from the camel], thereby causing herself
injury (Yalkut Shimoni, Chayei Sarah 109).

[J As long as Sarah was alive, a cloud [signifying the
Divine Presence] was tied to the entrance of her
tent, the doors were open wide, her dough was
blessed, and a lamp burned [in the tent] from one
Sabbath eve to the next. When she died, all these
ceased, but when Rebecca came, they all returnefi-
When [Isaac] saw [Rebecca] separate dough in
purity, she became his wife (Genesis 24:67)
(Bereishis Rabbah 60:16).
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[J Rebecca was three years old when she left her
father’s house (Sofrim 21:9).

[ lsaac married Rebecca when she was fourteen
(Seder Olam Rabbah 1, Gra).

PREGNANCY

[ Isaac entreated Hashem opposite his wife (Gene-
sis 25:21). It does not say for his wife but opposite.
This teaches us that both were sterile (Yevarmos
64a).

[JlIsaac was prostrated in prayer on one side [of
the house], she on the other. “Master of the
World,” he said, “let all the children You grant me
be from this woman.” She, too, said, “Let all the
children You grant me be from this righteous man”’
(Bereishis Rabbah 63:5).

LIJWhy was Rebecca not granted children until
Isaac prayed for her? So that the idolaters would
not say, “Our prayer [They blessed Rebecca (Gene-
sis 24:60)] has borne fruit”” (Bereishis Rabbah
60:13).

[J She had no womb, and the Holy One, Blessed is
He, formed one for her (ibid. 63:5).

L1 The children agitated within her (Genesis 25:22).
Each one agitated to kill the other. When she stood
by synagogues and study halls, Jacob would strug-
gle to emerge, and when she passed by temples of
idolatry, Esau struggled to emerge. The Matriarch
Rebecca went around to the women and asked
them, “Have you experienced such suffering? If
such is the suffering [for me to carry] children,
would that | had not conceived” (Bereishis Rabbah
63:6).

[J Rebecca was worthy of bearing the twelve tribal
ancestors (ibid.).

[J She went to inquire of Hashem (Genesis 25:22)
[in] the academy of Shem and Eber (Bereishis
Rabbah 63:6).

L] Hashem said to her (Genesis 25:23). Never did
the Holy One, Blessed is He, speak with any
woman except for this righteous one, and even
[then only] out of necessity, and only through
Shem son of Noah (Shocher Tov 9:7).

[J Hashem said to her: “Two nations . . . (Genesis

25:23). From Noah and his sons | brought forth
seventy nations, and from you ‘two nations are in
your womb,” and from one of them I will bring forth
seventy souls [who will go down to Egypt]”
(Shocher Tov 9:7).

(] Two [women] — Rebecca and Tamar — covered
[their faces] with a veil and bore twins (Bereishis
Rabbah 60:14).

JACOB'S BLESSING

[J Rebecca was told of the words of Esau (Genesis
27:42). Who told her? Divine Inspiration (Shocher
Tov 105:4),

[J“Go now to the flock and fetch me from there
two choice young kids of the goats (Genesis 27:9).
[Co to the market.] If you find [goats to buy], fine.
If not, bring me [the two goats that | am entitled to
receive daily] according to my marriage contract”
(Bereishis Rabbah 65:14; Eitz Yosef).

[J “Two young goats" (Genesis 27:9) — one for the
Passover offering and one for the chagigah sacrifice
[for it was Passover eve] (Targum Yonasan).

L] “Your curse be on me, my son (Genesis 27:13). It
will be incumbent upon me to [remove your curse
by] entering and telling your father, ‘Jacob is
righteous and Esau is wicked” " (Bereishis Rabbah
65:15; Eitz Yosef).

(] With the skins of the goat-kids she covered his
arms (Genesis 27:16). She cut them and sewgd
them about his arms and the smooth place on his
neck. Without a miracle, the skins would not have
sufficed for even half [his] arms (Sechel Tov,

Bereishis 27:16).
She escorted hi
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DEATH

[JJacob was informed in Beth-el of the death qf
Rebecca, his mother (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis
35:8).

[0 Mamrei, Kiriath Arba [lit., City of Four] (Genesis
35:27) [was named for the] four couples [who are
buried there]: Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah,
Isaac and Rebecca, and Jacob and Leah (Eiruvin
53a).

[J[When Rebecca was about to die], she said,
“’My righteous son Jacob is not here; my righteous
husband lIsaac sits at home because his eyes
have dimmed. If they take me out by day and
this wicked [Esau] goes before my bier, people
will say, ‘Woe to the one who nursed him!’ "’
Therefore, she commanded that [her bier] be taken
out [for burial] at night, and so her death is not

recorded [in the Torah] as Sarah’s is (Pesikta
Rabbasi 12:22).

O The burial arrangement in the Cave of Mach-
pelah is as follows: women [are buried] beside
women, and men beside men. Adam is at the head,
with Eve beside him; Sarah is next to Eve, with
Abraham beside her; Isaac is next to Abraham, with
Rebecca beside him; and Leah is beside Rebecca,
with Jacob beside her (Zohar 3:164a).

12¥37 — Rabshakeh
[Sennacherib’s emissary to Hezekiah]
(I Kings 18:17)

[ Rabshakeh was a Jewish apostate (Sanhedrin
60a).

Ulsaiah gave his daughter [in marriage] to
Hezekiah, and from [them] issued Manasseh and
Rabshakeh. [This was apparently a different Rab-

shakeh; the other one had died as a child] (Ein
Yaakov Berachos 10a).

0JSaid Solomon, “It has been prophetically re-
vealed to me that Manasseh son of Hezekiah will
be wicked and will bow down to images of stone.
His brother Rabshakeh will bow down to images of
wood and forsake the Torah, which was placed in a
wooden Ark, and he will therefore be burned in fire
by an angel of God” (Targum Koheles 10:9).
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[] Rabshakeh trapped himself in his own words.
[He said on behalf of Sennacherib,] I will take you
away to a land like your own land” (Il Kings 18:32).
They [retorted], “If our land is not beautiful to you,
leave us in our place” (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson, ed.
Shechter 20).

[J Rabshakeh peered over the wall and heard [the
Jews] reciting Hallel [for it was the Seder night]. He
told Sennacherib, “Turn back, for miracles are
wrought for them on this night.”” But Sennacherib
took the matter lightly (Yalkut Shimoni, Melachim
241).

[] See Hezekiah

n171 — Ruth (Ruth 1:4)

PERSONALITY / CONVERTS / IN BOAZ'S FIELD /
MARRIES BOAZ

PERSONALITY

O In reward for the forty-two sacrifices that Balak
offered [only out of fear], he became the ancestor
of Ruth, [who was] the granddaughter of Eglorl,
Balak’s grandson. [Yet, Ruth’s descendants David
and Solomon offered sacrifices with perfect inten-
tions (Maharsha, Horios 10b)] (Sanhedrin 105b).

O The Holy One, Blessed is He, told Abraham, I
have two good shoots to engraft in you: Ruth the
Moabitess and Naamah the Amonitess’” (Yevamos
63a).

[JWhy was [the book in Scriptures] called Ruth?
Because from her issued David, who saturat?d
(M) the Holy One, Blessed is He, [as it were] with
songs and praises (Bava Basra 14b, Maharsha).

[ (She was called] Ruth for the dove (M) [M7
spelled backwards] which is permitted to be
offered on the altar. Similarly, Ruth was permltted
to enter the congregation [of God] (Zohar Chadash,
Ruth 78a).

O Her name had originally been Gilit.h: When she
married Mahlon, he called her Ruth (ibid. 793).

[JGod forbid that Mahlon married her while she
was still a gentile. Rather, when he married her she
converted, and she remained under the presump-
tion of [acting out of] fear of her husband. When
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her husband died, she cleaved to the Torah of her
own free will (Zohar Chadash, Ruth 79a).

[ Yashuvi Lechem (on% »aw) (I Chronicles 4:22)
refers to Ruth the Moabitess, who returned (naw)
and cleaved [to the Torah] in Beth-lehem (onY ma)
of Judah (Bava Basra 91b). .

(] She was forty years old and exceedingly beauti-
ful (Ruth Rabbah 4:4).

[ ] There were two women — Tamar and Ruth —
from whom the line of Judah was built, and from
whom issued King David, King Solomon, and the
Messiah. These two women were similar: [after]
their first husbands died, they made efforts [to win]
their second husbands. [In doing so] both of them
acted properly for the sake of kindness for the dead
[by bearing children who would perpetuate their
memory] (Zohar 1:188b).

(] She ate and was satisfied, and had some left over
(Ruth 2:14) for there was a blessing in the mouth of
that righteous woman [enabling her to eat little and
be satisfied] (Bamidbar Rabbah 21:20).

(] [Boaz] saw wisdom in her: she would glean two
ears [of grain that fell from the harvesters’ hand]
but she would not glean three [in accordance with
the laws of leket ]. And he saw modesty in her: she
would stand while gathering standing ears and sit
while gathering fallen ones (Shabbos 113b; Rashi).

[JWhen she sat down to glean with the reapers,
she turned her face aside, and not even a finger or
a toe of hers showed (Midrash Ruth, ed. Buber, 50).

(] Each day she sought [only] the food she needed
for the day [as it is written, Blessed is my Lord, day
by day (Psalms 68:20)] (Midrash Zuta, Ruth 51).

CONVERTS

[J Because of two good doves [Ruth the Moabitess
and the Naamah the Amonitess,] the Holy One,
Blessed is He, had mercy on two great nations
[Moab and Amon] and did not destroy them (Bava
Kamma 38b).

[J[An Amonite and a Moabite shall not enter the
congregation of Hashem (Deuteronomy 23:4)] —
this refers to an Amonite but not an Amonitess, and
a Moabite but not a Moabitess. David said before

the Holy One, Blessed is He, “You have released
my bonds (Psalms 116:16). You have removed the
two prohibitions that restricted me [because of two
women in my family]: Ruth the Moabitess and
Naamah the Amonitess’’ (Yevamos 77a).

[JThe two of them went on until they came to
Beth-lehem (Ruth 1:19) [where the whole city was
gathered together and thus quickly learned of their
arrival]. That was [because it was] the day of
reaping the omer [the measure of barley which was
offered on the second day of Passover] (Yalkut
HaMechiri, Tehillim 89:18).

[J Whenever her mother-in-law told her, “Go, my
daughter,” [Ruth] would weep. She said, I cannot
return to my family and to the idolatrous corrup-
tion of Father’s house’” (Midrash Ruth, ed. Buber,
49).

[0 Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “May
Hashem deal kindly with you as you have dealt
kindly with the dead (Ruth 1:8) by preparing the
shrouds [of your husbands], and with me (ibid.) by
forgoing your marriage settlements” (Ruth Rabbah
2:14).

[J Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung
to her (Ruth 1:14). Said the Holy One, Blessed is
He, “Let [Goliath and his brothers,] the descen-
dants of the one who kissed, fall at the hands of
[David], the descendant of the one who clung”
(Sotah 42b).

O “Your people are my people, and your God is my
God” (Ruth 1:16). The Holy One, Blessed is He,
said to [Ruth], “You have lost nothing [by renounc-
ing your birthright]. Behold, the kingship is yours in
This World and in the World to Come” (Sifri
Beha’aloscha 78).

[J Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave (Ruth 1:16).
In any case | intend to convert, but it is better that
my conversion be at your hand than at another’s.”
When Naomi heard this, she began to teach her the
laws of proselytes. “My daughter,” she said,
“daughters of Israel do not go to theaters and cir-
cuses.”” [Ruth] replied, “Wherever you go, | will go”
(ibid.). “The people of Israel do not dwell in a house
that has no mezuzah.” [Ruth] replied, “Where you
lodge, 1 will lodge” (ibid.) (Ruth Rabbah 2:22).
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[J [Naomi] said to [Ruth], “On the Sabbath we
are forbidden [to walk further than the] Sabbath
limit [n2Y DM, 2,000 cubits from one’s town or
resting place].” [Ruth replied,] “Wherever you go, |
will go” (Ruth 1:16). “We are forbidden to seclude
ourselves with a strange man (13m).” Ruth re-
sponded, “Where you lodge, | will lodge” (ibid.).
“We are commanded [to fulfill] 613 precepts.”
“Your people are my people” (ibid.). “Idolatry is
forbidden to us.” “Your God is my God” (ibid.)
(Yevamos 47b).

[J When Ruth was converted [by the Beth Din after
her husband’s death], she was not given a new
name, for Ruth was the name she had been given
when she was converted by Mahlon upon marrying
him (Zohar Chadash, Ruth 79a).

[J All the conduct of a Jewish home she learned [in
Mahlon’s house]. She converted afterward, when
she went with Naomi (Zohar 8:3).

O Who returned from the fields of Moab (Ruth
1:22). [Boaz] said to her, “Had you come a few days
earlier, we would not have accepted you [for the
ruling ‘Moabite, not Moabitess’ was just publicized
now]” (Yerushalmi Yevamos 3:190a).

[ The very day that Ruth the Moabitess came to
the Land of Israel, Boaz’s wife died (Bava Basra 91a).

IN BOAZ'S FIELD

U So she went. She came and gleaned in the field
(Ruth 2:3). She went and came repeatedly until she

found decent people to accompany her (Shabbos
113b).

U “To whom does that young woman belong?”’
(Ruth 2:5). Did [Boaz] not recognize [Ruth]? [He
did], but when he noticed that she was pleasant and
her deeds were beautiful, he began to inquire about
her. The other women jested with the harvesters,
while she remained reserved; the other women
gathered [gleanings from] between the sheaves,
while she gathered only from that which was
definitely abandoned (Ruth Rabbah 4:9).

[ Boaz, the judge of Israel, saw the modesty of this
righteous woman, who did not raise her eyes to
look anywhere but straight ahead. [He saw that]
she looked upon everything with a benevolent eye,
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that there was no brazenness in her, and that
blessing accrued wherever she gleaned in the field.
He saw that Divine Inspiration rested upon
her, and that kings would come forth from her.
Therefore, he said to her, “Keep your eyes on the
field . ..” (Ruth 2:9) (Zohar 2:217b).

[ ““And follow them (Ruth 2:9) — follow your eyes.
The whole world does not have permission to
follow their eyes, but you do, for your eyes cause a
multitude of blessings”’ (Zohar 2:218a).

[]She bowed down to the earth (Ruth 2:10). She
prophesied that he would know her in the way of all
the earth (Ruth Rabbah 5:2).

(] “Come over here” (Ruth 2:14). He hinted to her
that the kingdom of the House of David would
come forth from her. “Dip your morsel in the
vinegar” (ibid.). He hinted that from her would
issue a descendant — Manasseh — whose deeds
would be sour as vinegar. She sat beside the
harvesters (ibid.) [so that all the harvesters sepa-
rated him from her. By seating her there,] he hinted
that the kingdom of the House of David [which was
to issue from him and her]) would eventually be
split (Shabbos 113b; Rashi).

[ The righteous eats to the satisfying of his desire
(Proverbs 13:25). This refers to Ruth the Moabitess,
of whom it is written, She ate and was satisfied, and
had some left over (Ruth 2:14) indicating that even
a little food satisfied her, for in her stomach there
was a blessing (Pesikta Rabbasi 16:30).

[1She ate (Ruth 2:14) in the days of David; was
satisfied (ibid.) in the days of Solomon; and had
some left over (ibid.) in the days of Hezekiah [i.e.,
she would be sated with kingship and wealthl]
(Shabbos 113b).

[J Naomi told her, “Bathe and anoint yourself, d?”
your finery, and afterward go down to the threshing
floor”” (Ruth 3:13). What did Ruth do? [Only] after
she had gone down to the threshing floor did she
do everything [Naomi] had told her. Said Ruth,
“This generation is morally lax. Perhaps if they Sa,Vx
me adorned they would say, ‘She is a harlot
(Tanchuma Behar 3).

O “Don your finery” (Ruth 3:3), i.e.
garments (Shabbos 113b).

Sabbath
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L [Considering] the fright that Ruth gave Boaz, as it
is written, The man was startled and turned about
(Ruth 3:8), he would have been right to curse her.
But he who trusts in Hashem [like Ruth] will be set
up on high (Proverbs 29:25); [God] inspired him to
bless her (Bereishis Rabbah 67:1; Eitz Yosef).

LI The man was startled and turned about (Ruth
3:8). He touched her hair and said, “Spirits have no
hair. Who are you?” he asked (ibid. v. 9). “A spiritor
a woman?” “A woman,” she replied. “Unmarried
or married?” ““Unmarried,”” she replied. “Unclean
or clean?”” “Clean,” she replied (Ruth Rabbah 6:1).

[J He asked her, “For what purpose have you come
here?”” She replied, “To fulfill the [verse in] the
Torah: If your brother becomes poor and sells some
of his possessions, his closest kinsman shall come
and redeem that which his brother has sold”
(Leviticus 25:25). He told her, “Lie down until the
morning” (Ruth 3:13). “Will you send me away
with [mere] words?”’ she said. “As Hashem lives”
(ibid.), he [swore], “I am not sending you away
with mere words!” (Tanchuma Behar 3).

LI The evil inclination distressed him all night
saying, “You are single and seeking a wife; she is
single and seeking a husband. Consort with her and
she will become your wife.” He swore to his evil
inclination, “As Hashem lives (Ruth 3:13), I shall not
touch her [for there is a closer redeemer who has
the right to marry her]!”” And to the woman he said,
“Lie down until morning” (ibid.) (Sifri Beha’aloscha
88).

(] “He gave me these six grains of barley” (Ruth
3:17). He was hinting to her that from her would
issue six descendants, each of whom would be
blessed with six outstanding virtues: David, the
Messiah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
(Sanhedrin 93a).

(] He went into the city (Ruth 3:16). It should have
said she went. This teaches that he accompanied
her so that she would not be molested (Ruth
Rabbah 7:3).

MARRIES BOAZ

[IRuth was forty years old, and she had never
conceived while married to Mahlon. [Yet] as soon

as the righteous [Boaz] prayed for her, she immedi-
ately conceived (ibid. 6:2).

[J She had no womb, and the Holy One, Blessed is
He, formed one for her (ibid. 7:14).

1 ““A son is born to Naomi”’ (Ruth 4:17). Ruth bore
him and Naomi raised him; hence, he was called
[Naomi’s son] (Sanhedrin 19b).

[JRuth the Moabitess beheld the kingdom of
Solomon, her great-great grandson (Bava Basra
91b).

[J See also Boaz

an7 — Rahab
[Harlot who hid Caleb]

L] There were four exceedingly beautiful women in
the world: Sarah, Rahab, Abigail, and Esther
(Megillah 15a).

[ There was not one prince or ruler who had not
visited Rahab the harlot (Zevachim 116b).

(] She offered her services to citizens within [the
city] and robbers without, for her house was in a
wall of the fortification (Joshua 2:15) (Sifri Zuta,
Bamidbar 10:29).

[JThe woman had taken the two men and had
hidden him (Joshua 2:4). She had hidden only
Caleb [but not his partner Phinehas, for he did not
have to be hidden — see Phinehas] (Yalkut

Shimoni, Yehoshua 8).

(] Linen workers belonging to the house of Ashbea
(I Chronicles 4:21). [Ashbea, from yavy, to sweap]
refers to Rahab the harlot, who hid the Spies

and to whom the Spies swore
eha’aloscha

(Joshua 2:1)

among the flax he
[that sghe would not be harmed] (Sifri B
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uls. [Her reward
ab the harlot saved two SO r
Safiﬁat] even if there were't\go.h:mdt;sg phelj):(f 8'3
i d they married Into '
?er'lf?a;nllzzlav:ere sa):/ed in her merit (Yerushalmi
amilies,
Berachos 4:4). [
d a lie
[ Three uttered @
inherited life in This Wor
he told the

the harlot [for s / et
OfeJericho that Joshua’s two sP

d] and
ut of fear of Go
<l)d and in the Next: Rahab

king
sengers of the
e ad fled, when

pERSONALITIES | 481

L
ENCYCLOPED/A OF BIBLICA

‘



tle
this
Jo
ho
cel
Ve

S

Dr—

RAHAB / 3N

RACHEL / 9n1

really she had hidden them] . .. (Pirka d’Rabbeinu
HaKadosh 46).

[ She was ten years old when Israel left Egypt, and
she was a harlot throughout the forty years that the
people of Israel were in the wilderness. At the age
of fifty she converted and said, “Let me be forgiven
in the merit of the rope, the window, and the flax”
[with which she saved the Spies] (Zevachim 116b).

[JWhen the people of Israel fulfill the will of the
Omnipresent, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
chooses a righteous person among the nations of
the world, and He brings him and joins him to
Israel. Examples are Jethro and Rahab (Yerushalmi
Berachos 2:8).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, drew Rahab close
li.e., helped her grow spiritually] but did not
choose her [she was not originally put into a
chosen position; she first had to make an attempt
to draw herself near to God and was later assisted
by Him] (Bamidbar Rabbah 3:2; Eitz Yosef).

[JRahab the innkeeper converted, and Joshua
married her (Megillah 14b).

] Eight prophets, who were also priests, were
descended from Rahab the harlot: Neriah, Baruch,
Seraiah, Mahseiah, Jeremiah, Hilkiah, Hanamel,
and Shalum (ibid.).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to the people
of Israel, “I told you, “You shall destroy them [i.e.,
the Canaanites] utterly’ (Deuteronomy 20:17). You
did not do so; rather, Rahab the harlot . . . Joshua
allowed to live (Joshua 6:25). [Therefore,] Rahab’s
descendant Jeremiah will come and be as thorns in
your eyes and pricks in your sides” (Numbers
33:55) (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 13:34).

E_]Whatever is written [in Scripture] to Israel’s
discredit is written to Rahab’s credit [i.e., Israel

sinned in matters in which Rahab was righteous]
(ibid. 13:26).

Yan3 — Rehoboam
[Son of Solomon, king of Judah]
(I' Kings 11:43)

O Rehoboam became king on the eve of Shavuoth
(Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer 5).
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[ He and his nation kept the Torah for three years,
and in the fourth they rebelled against God (Seder
Olam Rabbah 16).

CJAIl the curses with which David cursed Joab
were fulfilled in David’s own seed: “Let there
not fail from the house of Joab one that has an
issue ...” (Il Samuel 3:29) was fulfilled in Re-
hoboam (Sanhedrin 48b).

[JWhen David said to Mephibosheth, “You and
Ziba [his servant] divide the field”” (Il Samuel 19:30)
[as a punishment] a Heavenly Voice rang out and
told him, “Rehoboam and Jeroboam will divide the
kingdom”” (Shabbos 56b).

(] Your wonders and Your thoughts are for us
(Psalms 40:6). While [David’s grandson] Re-
hoboam was sitting in his lap, David said to him,
“These two verses [permitting females of Amon
and Moab] are said for the benefit of both of us”
(Yevammos 77a).

[JJoseph collected all the world’s gold and silver
and brought it to Egypt [by selling grain to foreign
countries during the famine]. When the people of
Israel went up from Egypt, they took it with them.
Eventually Shishak king of Egypt came and took it
away from Rehoboam (Pesachim 119a).

9117 — Rachel (Genesis 29:6)

PERSONALITY / MEETS JACOB / BEARS CHILDREN /
TERAPHIM / DEATH

PERSONALITY

O Only four are called the Matriarchs: Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah (Berachos 16b).

[J Who are the women in the tent (Judges 5:24)2
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah. [They were SO
called for they conducted themselves with mod-
esty even in the privacy of their tents (Maharsha )]
(Horios 10b).

O The Matriarch Rachel was one of the first
prophetesses (Yerushalmi Berachos 9:3).

[JRachel was known for her beauty (Bereishis
Rabbah 70:16).

OJoseph’s beauty resembled Rachel’s (Zohar
1:116b).
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[JIn reward for her modesty [in giving Leah her
signal and not revealing to anyone that she had
done so (Rashi) (see below)] she merited that Saul
descend from her (Megillah 13b).

] Rachel remained (n7py) (Genesis 29:31). Rachel
was the mainstay (7py) of the home (Bereishis
Rabbah 71:2).

[JHow much did the Patriarch Jacob cherish
Rachel? Even when he was blessing her son, he
made him secondary to her, saying, “Blessed be the
bosom that suckled you, and the womb from
which you emerged” (Genesis 49:25) (Bereishis
Rabbah 98:20).

[ Rachel and Leah, who were twins, were twenty-
two [when they married Jacob] (Seder Olam
Rabbah 74:4).

[JWhy did Rachel die first? Because she spoke
before her [older] sister, as it is written, Rachel
replied and [then] Leah (Genesis 31:14) (Bereishis
Rabbah 74:4).

[JShe died at the age of thirty-six (Seder Olam
Rabbah 2, Gra).

MEETS JACOB

LJA plague of God struck Laban’s sheep, leav-
ing only a few [alive]. He discharged his shepherd
and entrusted the remnants [of his flock] to
his daughter Rachel (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis
29:9).

[JHow different one community is from the next!
Jethro had seven [daughters tending his flock], and
the shepherds attacked them; here there was one
(girl tending her father’s flock] and no one touched
her (Bereishis Rabbah 70:11).

[JJacob told Rachel (Genesis 29:12) that he had
come to draw close to her father and marry one of
his daughters. Rachel replied, “You will not be able
to reside with him, for he is deceitful.”” Said Jacob,
I am more clever than he; moreover, God will not
allow him to harm me”’ (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis
29:12)\

[ She ran and told her father (Genesis 29:12), for

since her mother had died, she had no one to tell
but her father (Bereishis Rabbah 60:7).

(]It had been agreed that Jacob would marry
Leah, and Esau [would marry] Rachel. What saved
Rachel from him? Jacob and Leah prayed for her
(Shocher Tov 55:4). [However, see Rashi on Gene-
sis 29:17].

[1Jacob asked her, “Will you marry me?”” “Yes,"”
she replied, ’but my father, who is deceitful, will
not marry me off before my older sister.” ““I am his
brother in deceit,”” said [Jacob]. And he gave her a
signal by which he would identify her [in the dark].
When [Laban] went to bring Leah in her place,
Rachel thought, “Now my sister will be put to
shame!” So she told [Leah] the signal (Bava Basra

123a).

(] Jacob sent betrothal gifts for Rachel, and Laban
gave them to Leah. Rachel kept silent, [for] she
said, “If | inform Jacob that Father is giving my
sister [the gifts] he sends me, he will not marry me
and Father will not marry me to him, and | will be
distanced from this righteous person’” (Tanchuma
Vayeitzei 6).

[J [Rachel] said, “If I am not worthy enough to
have the world [i.e., the Jewish nation] descend
from me, let it descend from my sister [Leah]”
(Bereishis Rabbah 71:2).

BEARS CHILDREN

[J Rachel became envious of her sister (Genesis
30:1). She was envious of [Leah’s] good deeds,
[for] she said, “If [Leah] were not righteous, she
would not be bearing [children]”’ (Bereishis Rabbah

52).

[ Jacob . .. said, “Am | instead of God who has
withheld from you the fruit of the womb? (Genesis
30:2). He has withheld from you, but not from
me.” She said to him, “Is that how your father
treated your mother? Did he not gird his loins [in
prayer] on her behalf?” He replied, “My father did
not have children, but I do.” “’Did your grandfather
have children? Yet he girded his loins [in prayer] on
behalf of Sarah.” “You can do what my grand-
mother did [in giving a handmaiden to her hus-
band],” he replied. “If that is the only obstacle,”
she replied, “here is my maid Bilhah, consort with
her” (ibid. v. 3) (Bereishis Rabbah 71:7).

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES | 483
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Joseph] (Bava

[ The birthrigh
but Leah preced :
Rachel’s modesty [in g1V
above)] the Holy One, B
her [by removing the birt
Reuben and giving it to Rachel’s son
Basra 123a).

[]On Rosh Hashanah, Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah
were granted conception (Berachos 29a).

[J Lest you think that the dudaim opened Rachel’s
womb, it is written, God hearkened to her and He
opened her womb (Genesis 30:22) — the Holy
One, Blessed is He, and nothing else opened her
womb (Zohar 1:156b).

O The episode of the dudaim took place in the
fifth year of Leah’s marriage, and Rachel con-
ceived sixteen months later (Sechel Tov, Bereishis
30:21).

[J God remembered Rachel (Genesis 30:22). He
remembered her silence for her sister’s sake when
Leah was given [in marriage] to [Jacob] (Bereishis
Rabbah 73:4).

U All the Matriarchs assembled and [prayed], “We
have enough males. Remember [Rachel] by chang-

ing the fetus of Leah from male to female!”” (ibid.
72:6).

OThe fetus of Dinah was initially male. After

Rachel prayed, it became female (Yerushalmi Bera-
chos 9:3).

[ The fetuses were switched; Joseph was moved

to Rachel’s womb, Dinah
! to Leah’s
Yonasan, Bereishis 30:21) e

O ”Max Hashem add on for me another
(Genesis 30:24), [Rachel] said
to produce one more [son]. I
me!” (Bereishis Rabbah 72:6)

O ”I/IWay Hashem add on for m
son” (Genesis 30:24)
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Would that it be by

Y e a different (Anx)
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[] Rachel and Leah replied (Genesis 31:14). Rach
replied with the consent of [her older Sistér]aLc el
(Targum Yonasan). eah

TERAPHIM

[J Rachel stole the teraphim that belonged ¢ he
father (Genesis 31:19). Her sole intention was foi
the sake of Heaven. She said, ““How can | g0 and
leave this old man [Laban] in his corruptionz”
(Bereishis Rabbah 74:5). '

[JLlaban ... came into Rachel’s tent (Genesis
31:33) twice [he rechecked], for he knew her to
be one who touches things (Bereishis Rabbah
74:9).

[ He did not find the teraphim (Genesis 31:35), but
he did find flasks. The teraphim were turned into
flasks in order to spare Rachel shame (Bereishis
Rabbah 74:9).

[J Rachel . . . put them into the camels’ packsaddle
[lit., pillow] (Genesis 31:34). [When Laban] re-
turned and searched in the camel’s packsaddle, a
miracle was wrought for Rachel: the teraphim
became like a feather pillow (Midrash Aggadah,
Bereishis 31:33).

DEATH

[J Why did Rachel die first? Because of the curse of
the Sage [Jacob] who said, “With whomever you
find your gods, he shall not live” (Genesis 31:22),
which was an error proceeding from the ruler
(Ecclesiastes 10:5) (Bereishis Rabbah 74:4).

[J Because Jacob had delayed in fulfilling the vow
he had made before the Holy One, Blessed is He
[in Cenesis 28:20-22), the power of Jacob’s accgser
was strengthened. Therefore, Rachel went .m.to
labor and had difficulty in her childbirth . .- (0%
35:16) (Zohar 1:175a).

[J [Rachel] died between Passover and P
when the earth is riddled like a sieve [by t
(Pesikta Rabbasi 3:67).

[J Benjamin was born [and Rachel died
eleventh of Marcheshvan (Yalkut Shimon
162).

O Rachel died and was buried (Genes's 35:19)-

entecost,
he plow]

ied] on the
Shemos
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burial took place immediately after death [out of
respect for her] (Bereishis Rabbah 82:9)

[JRachel said, “Therefore, he shall be with you
tonight”” (Genesis 30:15). Because she had made
light of [being together with] the righteous [Jacob],
she was not buried with him (Bereishis Rabbah
72550

[J[As a girl,] Leah would go out every day to the
crossroads and weep [and pray that she should
merit to marry] Jacob, whom she had heard was
righteous, [whereas] Rachel never went out on the
road. Therefore, Leah merited to be buried with
Jacob, whereas Rachel’s tomb stands at the cross-
roads (Zohar 1:223a).

[ Jacob set up a monument over her grave (Genesis
35:20). Each of the sons placed a stone [on
Rachel’s grave, so that] twelve stones were [piled]
one atop the other; and Jacob’s stone was [set] on
top of them all (Lekach Tov, Bereishis 35:20).

[ The place of her burial will not disappear until
the day the Holy One, Blessed is He, resurrects the
dead (Zohar 1:175a).

[] Foreseeing that the exiles would pass by the site,
the Patriarch Jacob buried her [on the road on the
way to Ephrath and not within the city] so that she
would [sense their anguish and] pray for them
(Bereishis Rabbah 82:10).

(] “I buried her there on the road” (Genesis 48:7).
[Jacob] told Joseph, ““By your life, just as you wish
that your mother had been buried [in the Cave of
Machpelah], so did I wish it.” ““If so,” said Joseph,
“give the order now, and I will rebury her [therg].”
“You cannot, my son,” said [Jacob], “for I buried
her [on the road] by Divine command. In the future
my children will go into exile. When thgy pass
Rachel’s tomb, they will embrace it. She will stand
and pray for mercy on their behalf, and the H.oly
One, Blessed is He, will accept her prayer” (Pesikta
Rabbasi 3:69).

[J The Matriarch Rachel jumped before the Holy
One, Blessed is He, and said, ““Master of the
Universe, it is revealed and known before You that
Your servant Jacob loved me exceedingly and
worked for Father seven years for my sake, and

RIZPAH DAUGHTER OF AIAH / 798 N3 nax9

when the sev,
the time of myerr;ayrf;rs il completed and
to: switeh e rgne;/ czmte, mly Tather schemed
schemefan i 2 I;ier. earnefl of the
s s
fﬁ:'j dklstlngmsh between my sister and me [in
- dark] so that my father would not be able to
switch us. Thereafter | regretted it and contained
my desire. | took pity on my sister, [who] would
be put to shame [if the scheme were uncovered].
In the evening, my sister was substituted for me
[and married] to my husband. | gave my sister all
the signals that | had given my husband so that
he would think she was (Il. Moreover, | [hid]
beneath the bed where he lay with my sister.
[When] he spoke with her, she kept silent, and
I replied so that he would not recognize my sister’s
voice. [Thus] | performed an act of kindness for
her, was not jealous of her, and did not expose
her to shame. |, who am flesh and blood, dust
and ashes, was not jealous of my rival and did
not expose her to shame. You, O Eternal, Merciful
King — why were You jealous of idolatry, which
has no substance? [Why did] You exile my child-
ren and [let] the enemies slaughter them and
do with them as they pleased?” At once the
compassion of the Holy One, Blessed is He, was
aroused and He said, ““For Rachel I will return the
people of Israel to their place” (Pesikta Eichah

Rabbasi 24).
[] See Jacob

. _ Rechab and Baanah
Y31 391 (Il Samuel 4:2)

[] See Baanah and Rechab

oxn1p71 — Reuel (Exodus 2:18)

[] See Jethro

4 — Rizpah daughter of Aiah

03 fa (11 Samuel 3:7)

[] David married Saul’s widow, Rizpah (Yerushalmi
Sanhedrin 2:3).
[] [After her two sons,

i hange
were killed and |
with the five sons of Michal,

Armoni and Mephibosheth,
d by the Gibeonites along
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kloth and spread it for herself upon the

jah took sac /
:‘(;ik from the beginningofthe harvestuntil waterwas

the hanged men]from heaven; andshe
Z?; rrwf)i;g‘r)rrr,r}t the bir<gis of the a{'r to rest on ther.n by
day, northebeastsin thefieldbynight (/{Samuel 21:10).
Is it not written, You shall not allow his body to hang
on the gallows into the night (Deuteronomy 21 :23)2
[Yes,] but it is well that one word of the Torah be
uprooted [so] that the Name of Heaven be sanctified
publicly. Passersby would say [to each other], “Who
are they? They are the sons of a king. And what did
they do? They stretched forth their hands towards

INY — Saul

(King of Israel] (I Samuel 9:2)

PERSONALITY / RIGHTEOUSNESS / SHORTCOMINGS /
KINGSHIP / SAUL AND DAVID / DEATH

PERSONALITY

DCysh son of Yemini [lit., the black man of
Benjamin] (Psalms 7:1). Just as the black man
stands out clearly because of his skin, so did Saul
Benjaminite] stand out because
(Moed Katan 16b).

[a
of his [good] deeds

O The eight princes among men (Micah 5:4) are
Jesse, 'Sau|, and Samuel, Amos and Zephaniah,
Zedekiah, Elijah, and the Messiah (Sukkah 52b).

OFive [people] were created with [one feature] of
heavenly perfection, and all were stricken in [that
feature]: Samson in his strength, Saul in his neck
Absalom in his hair, Zedekiah in his eyes, and Asa’
in his legs (Sotah 10a).

O The famine was to have come not in David’s
time, but in Saul’s. But because Saul was [weak as]
a sycamore shoot as a result of his sinning, the
Holy One, Blessed is He, brought it in the days of
David, who was able to bear it (Bereishis Rabpah
25:3).

proselytes who had not been admitted.”” [Then the
passersby] would say, “There is no nation as worthy
of being cleaved to as this. If such is the case with the
sons of kings, how much more so with the sons of
commoners! If such is the case with proselytes who
have not been admitted, how much more so with
Israel’”” (Yevamos 79a).

LI She spread it for herself upon the rock (I Samuel
21:10); thatis, she said, ““The rock, His work is perfect,
for all His ways are justice”’ (Deuteronomy 32:4)
(Yerushalmi Kiddushin 4:1).

[ There was no man among the Children of Israel
better than he (I Samuel 9:2). In every respect?
Therefore, it is written, From his shoulders and
upward he was better than any of the people (ibid.)
[i.e., only in that respect] (Yerushalmi Sotah 1:8).

I [The girls] answered them and said, “‘There he is;
behold, he is before you,; make haste now, for he
has come today into the city; for the people have a
sacrifice today in the high place. As soon as you
have come into the city, you shall find him ...”" (I
Samuel 9:12,13). Why [did they speak] at such
length? Because women talk a lot [see Kiddushin
49b]. Shmuel said: In order to gaze upon the
beauty of Saul (Berachos 48b).

LJWhen the sons of Benjamin [by prior arrange-
ment; see Judges 21:19-23] snatched the daughters
of Shiloh who had gone out to the vineyards, Saul
was embarrassed to snatch [himself a wife], until
she came brazenly and chased after him (/ Samuel
20:30, Rashi).

RIGHTEOUSNESS

O Saul was a year old when he reigned (I Samuel
13:1). [When he became king, he was] like a

one-year-old [who] has never tasted sin (Yoma
22b).
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[JA man of Benjamin ran out of the camp and
came to Shiloh the same day (I Samuel 4:12). [It]
was Saul, who covered sixty mils that day. While in
the camp, he heard that the Tablets of the Law had
been captured. He went and snatched them from
Goliath; then he came [to Shiloh] (Midrash Shmuel
11:1).

[]Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, to David,
“Had Saul’s destiny been yours and your destiny
his, how many a David | would have destroyed
before him!”” (Shocher Tov 7:3).

] He supplied all the poor daughters of Israel with
dowries (Mishnas R’ Eliezer 10).

L] [His virtues were that] he was humble, and that
he ate even chulin [ordinary unhallowed food] only
when it was tahor [ritually pure]. He spent his own
money freely, but protected the money of Israel.
And he set his servant’s honor equal to his own
(Bamidbar Rabbah 11:3).

[ He spent his own money freely on Israel’s war.
[Moreover,] he went to war and took his sons
along, [although] he knew that the Attribute of
Strict Justice would strike him (Shocher Tov 7:2).

L1 Neither sword nor spear was found in the hand of
any of the people [for there was no craftsmen
available to make the weapons (Metzudos Dovid)]
... but with Saul [and with Jonathan] . . . such was
found (I Samuel 13:22). Who provided him with it?
The Holy One, Blessed is He (Bamidbar Rabbah
10:1).

(JIn reward for his modesty, Saul merited to
become the ancestor of [the modest] Esther. What
was [his] modesty? The matter of the kingdom of
which Samuel spoke he told him not (I Samuel
10:16) [i.e., he did not reveal to his uncle that he
had been anointed king] (Megillah 13b).

[J A cave was there, and Saul went in to cover his
feet [i.e., to relieve himself] (I Samuel 24:3). Saul
went through a fence within a fence and a cave
within a cave; and he covered himself [with his
garments (Rashi)] (Berachos 62b).

[J It was said of the [members of] the house of Saul
that [even] their heels and toes were never seen
(Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 2:4).

[JWhenever he heard the reasoning behind a
halachic ruling issue from the mouth of a Torah
scholar, he would stand and kiss him on the mouth
(Yalkut Shimoni, Shmuel 141).

(] Children in the days of Saul and Samuel would
expound the Torah and give forty-nine reasons for
ruling something tahor [ritually clean] and forty-
nine for ruling it tamei [ritually unclean] (Shocher
Tov 7:7).

[J Saul told Abner, “If a halachah escapes you, go
ask Samuel and his court of law”’ (Ruth Rabbah
4:9).

(] “Slaughter [your oxen and sheep] with this” (I
Samuel 14:34). He showed them a knife of fourteen
finger-lengths and said, “‘This is the procedure by
which you shall slaughter and eat’” (Vayikra Rabbah
25:8).

[ He began to build an altar to Hashem (I Samuel
14:35). Men of earlier times had already built altars,
but because [Saul] dedicated himself to ritual
slaughter, which is a requisite of the altar, Scripture
considers it as if he began (Bamidbar Rabbah 10:1).

SHORTCOMINGS

[J Five men resembled Adam [in one feature] and
were stricken [in that feature]; Samson in his
strength, Saul in his neck . .. (Otzar HaMidrashim
174).

[0 Of Saul, who was not precise in his learning, it is
written, Wherever he turned, he caused confusion (I
Samuel 14:47) [for he did not deduce the law from
his learning (Maharsha)] (Eiruvin 53a).

[J Why was he punished? Because he had forgiven
[an insult to] his honor, as it is written, Base fellows
said [of Saul], “How shall this one save us?”. . . But
he acted as one who does not hear (I Samuel
10:27). [The honor of the king cannot be waived
since it represents the honor of God (Maharsha)]
(Yoma 22b).

[ Saul made an improper request. “The man who
kills [Goliath], the king ... will give him his
daughter [in marriage]” (/ Samuel 17:25). [What if
this man were to be] a slave or a mamzer [the
product of a forbidden union, who is forbidden to
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people]? But the Holy One,

: ish
marry into the Jew d him in a favorable manner

Blessed is He, answere ul
and brought him David (Ta‘anis 4a).

[JWhen the Holy One, Bles/s1esd3|)s [l-slz,u lt]oslji ja/L/Jll%
4 ite Amalek’” (I Samuel 15:5), /
fo(r;oassrinr:;e person [found .slain] the Torall(w .satys l;(z
bring an eglah arufah [a heifer whose neck Is to :
broken (see Deuteronomy 21:9) for atonement],
how much more so [for] all those people! [Further-
more,] if men sinned, how have the animals
sinned? And if the adults sinned, how ha\{e the
children sinned?”” [Therefore, he did not kill the
livestock and children of Amalek.] A Heavenly
Voice rang out and told him, “Do not be overly
righteous”” (Ecclesiastes 7:16) (Yoma 22b).

[ Saul failed in [only] one [matter], and it was held
against him [so that he lost the kingship: he did not
slay] Agag (ibid.).

[J He who covers his sins will not succeed (Proverbs
28:13). This refers to Saul, [of whom] it is written,
Saul said: ... "I have fulfilled God’s command.”
Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the
[Amalekite] sheep [which you were commanded to

ill] in my ears?"” (I Samuel 15:13-14) (Shocher Tov
100:2).

[ From Saul’s company came Doeg the Edomite
(Berachos 17b).

D‘In Saul’s time, four were killed [by the sin of
evil speech]: Doeg, wh

=cilf 0 uttered it; Saul, who ac-
1c.e;;))ted It; Ahimelech: and Abner (Yerushalm; Pe’ah

I)Dri:l/tl;e’n IS;ul told Doeg, “Tyr, and strike the
(I Samue/ 22:18), a Heavenly Voice rang

OUt, Sa.)’ing, ”DO notb X 2
7:17) (Yoma 22b) S Overly wicked (Ecclesiastes

pDrii:Sat? J;nathfan lent Davig two loaves of bread, the
e DZVidtyWo r}l(;)b would not haye been destrc;yed

Gty 0uld not haye needed tq request food
Priests of Nok (Rashi)]. Doeg the Edorglie

would
not have pegp banished, and Say| ang hi
is

three sons would
e not haye :
killing the Priests] (Sanhez,,-;i%::'n [for the sin of

0 Sau/ Sought

ht to s/ [the :
21:2), Because pe s}l,ew Tthcelbii(;tmteS]

1 (I Samyel
abitants of] the
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priestly city of Nob, who provided (the Gibegp;
with water and food, Scripture considers jt asn-'fteS]
had killed [the Gibeonites themselves) (Yeval, he
78b, Rashi). n0s
[1Saul sought to slay them ¢
Although he did not [in fact] slay
they were cruel to him, so it was n
that David distanced them from th
And although Saul was angry at them only becayse
of his jealousy of the Children of Israel and Judah
(ibid.), who would not reveal David’s whereaboyts
rather than because of any hatred for [the
Gibeonites], they had no mercy on his sons
ibid. v. 16] (Bamidbar Rabbah 8:4).

[JSaul king of Israel was killed and the kingdom
taken away from him because of hjs arrogance [at
insisting that he had fulfilled God’s command to
destroy Amalek, when in fact he had not]. More-
over, Saul harbored [feelings of] envy and revenge
against all Israel on account of David. He did not
do what he had been commanded [but let the
Amalekite king Agag live]; he took [the prohibition
against] adultery lightly by giving his daughter
Michal, David’s wife, to Palti son of Laish [through
faulty reasoning]; and he consulted one who
divined by spirits (31 2i8) (Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu
Rabbah 31).

[ Samuel said [to Saul], “ .. Tomorrow you and

your sons will be with me — in my camp [in the
World to Come]” (Eiruvin 53b).

[JSaul did not kill Agag, and [as a result] Hamar;
descended [from him] and persecuted Israe
(Megillah 13a).

II'" Samye/ 21:2)
[the Gibeonites];
Ot without caysa
e Jewish people.

[see

KINGSHIP

[ [God] incited against them a murderousdﬁjtg;
because they crowned Saul of Gibeah and di
accept the words of Samuel [see | Samue
(Targum Hosea 5:8).

L Saul merited the kingship because his.
ther ljt lamps for the public (Yerushalm!
3:7).

grandf?‘
Shevi/IS

he was anointed

[ Saul reigned immediately after \ta d’Rav Kahana

in the merit of his good deeds (Pesi
5:41),
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[]“Behold, he has hidden amon

N g lhe ba age’’ |
Samuel 10:23). When they came to anoinﬁfn h(e

said, “Go ask the Urim VeTumim whether | am
worthy, and if [I am] not, leave me in m

lace”
(Midrash Aggadabh, Vayikra 1:1). i

[JWhen they wished to appoint him king, he
refused. [But] upon hearing that a sage, a bride-
groom, and a king are forgiven [for all their previous
sins], he accepted (Yalkut Shimoni, Shmuel 117)

[]Saul was a year old when he reigned (I Samuel
13:1). [When he became king], all his sins were
forgiven, as if he were a one-year-old child
(Yerushalmi Bikkurim 3:3).

(] When Saul became king, prophesy was removed
from him; but Divine Inspiration remained with
him so that he could judge [the cases brought
before him] correctly (Zohar 2:154a).

[] Saul and Jehu were anointed from a flask [rather
than a horn] because their kingships were tempo-
rary (Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:1).

[ I When Samuel went to anoint David, the minis-
tering angels accused him before the Holy One,
Blessed is He. “Master of the Universe,” they
said, ““why have You taken the kingship away from
Saul and given it to David?” [God] replied, “What is
the difference between Saul and David? When Saul
was consulting the Urim VeTumim and the
Philistines attacked, he told the priest, ‘Draw in
your hands’ and did not wait for [the priest] to
finish. But when David was attacked by the
Philistines in the Valley of Rephaim, he immediately
began to consult the Urim VeTumim' (Shocher Tov
27:2).

[J One year Samuel and Saul reigned [together],
and two years Saul reigned alone (Temurah 15a).

[JWhy didn’t Saul’s kingship endure? Bfecause he
had no flaw [in his ancestry, and thus his descen-
dants would have become arrogant (Rashi)]. No
leader is appointed over the public urﬂess a "“box of
vermin’’ hangs behind him, so that if he becomes
overbearing, he will be told, “Loo
(Yoma 22b).

k behind you”

der the tamarisk in
he connection

[ Saul was sitting in Gibeah und
Ramah (I Samuel 22:6). What is t

SAUL / 918w

E)hetweeq Gibeah and Ramah? Say| sat [on the
r(?ne] in Gibeah for two and a half years [that is
until the time had come for David to become king i

because of the
prayer of Samuel :
(Ta‘anis 5b). uel the Ramathite

SAUL AND DAVID

] [S_aul] took hold of the edge of [Samuel’s] robe
and it tore. Then Samuel said to him, “Hashem ha;
torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has
given it to a neighbor of yours who is better than
you (Il Samuel 15:28). Saul asked, “And who is
this neighbor who is better than me who will reign
in my place?”” “I will give you a hint,” [Samuel]
replied. “"He who will tear your robe will take away
your kingdom.” When Saul entered the cave and
David cut off the edge of his robe, Saul recalled
what Samuel had told him, and he said, “/ know
that you will surely be king” (I Samuel 24:21)
(Shocher Tov 57:3).

[J [Doeg] said, “Behold, | saw a son of Jesse the
Beth-lehemite, who is skillful in playing, a mighty
man of valor . . . and Hashem is with him"’ (I Samuel
16:18). To all these [points Saul] replied, “My
son Jonathan is like him,” until [Doeg] said,
“Hashem is with him, " [i.e., that the law is always
according to his understanding (Rashi), a quality
that Jonathan and even Saul himself] did not pos-
sess. Thereupon [Saul] became jealous of [David]

(Sanhedrin 93b).

[] Saul was equivalent to all David’s enemies put
together (Shocher Tov 7:13).

[] About the words of Cush the Benjaminite .(Psa/r‘ns
7:1). [This refers to Saul.] Just as the Cushite wife
of Joseph’s master tried to seduce [Joseph]

and then said, “The Hebrew slave came to me. ..

(Genesis 39:17), SO did Saul the Benjamipite
say, “My son has stirred up my servant against

me to lie in wait” (I Samuel 22:8) (Shocher Tov
7:3).

[][When David went
David in his apparel (

to fight Goliath,] Sau{ clad
| Samuel 17:38). [Miracu-
his size, [although] it 1S
ly,] they became ‘
i::fth] Froryn his shoulders up; [Saul]bwas higher
than alllpeop/e (ibid. 9:2) (Yevamos 76b).

9
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SAUL/ SINY AUL 1y,
: ing] fit [David], he  David righteous just because he did :

7]When Saul saw tha]t'[I“SUCIC())t:Isnei]irfg t[E; he]had knows that had he harmed yoy, i:(;tnk'”x:u?"'e

cast an evil eryelupon 11:1;;” t)vhite from anguish], ~ would haye gone into [the cave], dragge hin:’ we

caused Saul’s IaC;Z' tO) (I Samuel 17:39) (Vayikra  and cut him to pieces’” (Shoche, Tov 58.7) out,

D“:\";d,removed L [JA messenger (1850) came to

Rabbah 26:9).

P -
— 1Saul asked], “Whose son is this youth, Abner?

(1 Samuel 17:55). Did [Saul] not recognize [Daw‘(jl?
s:He did] but he was inqu'iring aboufl [Davi hs
%ineage}. “If he is descended from Perez, [thoug t
Saul,] “he will be a king; if from Zerah, he will be a
judge” (Ruth Rabbah 4:9).

TlJust as David prayed that he not fall by Saul’s
hand, so did he pray that Saul not fall by his hand
(Shocher Tov 7:13).

_David was shut up inside the cave, while Saul
stood outside by the entrance. David prayed,
“Master of the Universe, | beg you, release my soul
from confinement” (Psalms 142:8) (Shocher Tov
142:6)

Je

I When [David] was hiding from Saul in a cave, the
Holy One, Blessed is He, sent a spider to spin a web
across the entrance, Sayl came, saw [the web], and

‘th?ug'nt, “Surely no man has entere here”” (Aleph
Beis d'Ben Sira, Otzar HaMidrashim 47)

N §au1 ‘cgme [into the Cave] to cover his feet [i.e., to
relieve nimself] (1 Samue/ 24:3)
Gown his upper garment [to ¢
pietely before] i

David |

ff the corney

of Saul"
thereby] tem oo U

porarily stopping

Was cut off [

ere is th S robe unti| after.

Of my robe?u he
m,] “It wag cut off

€ Corner
"ho replieq 1o p;

vand hag | 24:18), for |
em“" but | fg) into ;:rg tyou [l would haye

¢ [ erw; 5 an Sand ou di
ards) hjg Warriors gaiq )tlo h,drlr? r/],([)t
s

e S&U/ and SaI-d
“The Philistines have raided the land” ¢ Sam“‘,
ue

23:27). [The messenger] was an angel (
TNOn
heaven (Shocher Tov 9:6). ) from

... they called the place the Rock of
ment (I Samuel 23:28), because
argued there. Some said, “We must captyre
David,”” while others said, “We Must first fighy
[i.e., the Philistines] . . . (Shocher Tov 18:7)

Disagree-
great men of [gaq)

LJAnd David said [to Abishail, “As God lives [you
shall not kill Saul]”” (I Samue/ 26:10). [David] swore
to Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, “If you spill any of
the blood of this righteous one [Saul], I will mix
your blood with his” (Shocher Tov 7:2)

[JHad slanderers not come and defamed [David,

Saul] would not have pursued him (Mishnas Rabbi
Eliezer 10).

[JWhy was Abner slain? Because he did not let Saul
become reconciled with David (Yerushalmi Peah
1:1).

[ See David

DEATH

0 Saul disguised himself (wanm) (I Samuel 28:83)
He freed himself of the kingship. And he donner
other clothes (ibid.) — the clothes of a commone
(Vayikra Rabbah 26:7).

L Samuel said to Saul, “Why did you a!?gefn’:ei
CIPN0)? (1 Samuel 28:15). Did you have los]a)’gur
your Creator through me by treating me [aDaY 0
deity? Furthermore, I thought it was ﬂ;eiChagi‘
Judgment, and I was frightened”” (Yerushalm

gah 2:1).

hand
U “Hashem has torn the kingdom ot ?ff}(/lo l;;mue
and given it to your neighbor David were Wit
28:17). Saul said to Samuel, “When yf;je has 81"
us [i.e., in This World], you told me, :

' : than y°*
It to a neighbor of yours who is bele] ne,-gth?

(ibid. 15:28). Now you say, 10 ) Ou\r,vith Yo/
David.” samyel replied, “When | was
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was in the world of falsehood and | t

| old you false
words [and | did not specify David (Anaf Yosef)]

because I feared you would kill me, Byt | am here in

the world of truth, and you will hear only truth from
me’’ (Tanchuma Emor 2)

[][The] two men with [Saul] (/ Samuel 28:8) were
Abner and Amassa. They neither saw nor heard
Samuel. [Afterwards], Abner and Amassa asked
[Saul], “What did Samuel tell you?” [Saul] replied,
“He told me, "Tomorrow you will 80 to war and
win”"" (Vayikra Rabbah 26:7).

(] David said three things about Saul, all of which
were fulfilled: “Hashem will smite him”’ (I Samuel
26:10), and so it befell him; “Or his day will come to
die” (ibid.), and so it befell him; “Or he will go
down into battle and die” (ibid.), and so it befell
him (Shocher Tov 7:2).

[ ] When Saul went to war, David prayed about the
words he had uttered [see above] and said, “Master
of the Universe, judge me not as an inten-
tional sinner [for having prayed for Saul’s demise],
but as an unintentional sinner”’ (ibid. 7:18).

[JThe Holy One, Blessed is He, showed Moses
Saul and his sons falling by the sword. [Moses
protested,] ““Will the first king to rule over Your
children be pierced by the sword?”” Said the Holy
One, Blessed is He, “Why are you telling Me?
Speak to the priests (Leviticus 21:1) whom he killed
[at Nob], for they are accusing him” (Vayikra
Rabbah 26:7).

[]Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, to [?avid,
“How long will you keep this sin [of the killing of
the priests of Nob] in your hand? Because of you,
Saul and his three sons were slain”’ (Sanhedrin
95a).

COWhy did the Holy One, Blessed is He, not
dethrone Saul without taking his life? Actually, the
Holy One, Blessed is He, was kind to him. [Saul]
died a king; he did not see his servant ru-hng ozer
him and taking what had once been his (Zohar
3:284a).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, called the m,iniSt:r:i
ing angels and said to them, ““Come se€ [tkh;ls ’;1 =
whom | created. Knowing that he will be killed,

80€s 10 war and takes his sons with him, and
rejoices over the Attribute of Strict Justice t%at is
striking him"” (Vayikra Rabbah 26:7)

0 David; who Spoke the words of this song to
Hashem, on the day that Hashem delivered him

from the hand of Saul (Psalms 18:1). “’David, " sald
the Holy One, Blessed is He, “are you s’inging
songs over the death of Saul? Had you been Saul
and he David [i.e., if Saul had repented with all his
heart and accepted heavenly punishment as David
had, and David had not done so (Maharsha)], |
would have destroyed many a David for his sake
[for Saul’s righteousness is greater than yours”
(Rashi)] (Moed Katan 16b)

[JWhen Saul and his sons were slain, the men of
Jabesh-gilead said, ““Are we not required to perform
an act of kindness for Saul, the man who saved us
from the torturous embarrassment perpetuated
against us by the nation of Amon?”’ [As a result,]
all the mighty men [of Jabesh-gilead] went and
did perform an act of kindness for Saul and his
sons [by removing their bodies] from the wall of
Beth-shan.

A year after Saul and his sons were killed, three
years of famine [began]. David stood before the
Holy One, Blessed is He, and prayed. [God]
replied, “It is for Saul (Il Samuel 21:1). You are in the
[Land of Israel] but he is outside the Land.” At once,
David arose and took all the sages and great men of
Israel across the Jordan to Jabesh-gilead. They
found the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan
lintact], untouched by decay. [David] placed
their bones in a coffin, which he ordered take’n
throughout the borders of Israel. [Whgrever] Saulj
coffin came, [the people] and their sons anf
daughters would go out and perform. an a?| (;t
kindness [by accompanying- th? coffm]. cL;'r;e Ibbi
came to the territory of Benjamin (Pirkei d'Ra

Eliezer 17).

' have
“It is for Saul [that you : gizex
I;):r,operlyl" (/I Samuel 21:1) . ... Said David, “More

d since Saul’s death,
elve months have passe
ﬂ;znitt\i/z not customary to eulogize [a person sO long
zfter his death]”’ (Yevamos 78b, 79a). o o
(] David married Saul’s widow [concubine] Rizp

(Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 2:3)-

not eulogized him
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SHEBNA / N1aw

[0 Wherever [Scripture] says »nX >, It came to
pass after, the world regressed. It came to pass after
the death of Saul (Il Samuel 1:1); The Philistines
attacked Israel (I Samuel 31:1); and the men of Israel
... forsook the cities and fled; and the Philistines
came and dwelt in them (ibid. v. 7) (Bereishis
Rabbah 62:4).

oN'n9NY — Shealtiel
[Father of Zerubabel, governor of Judah]
(Haggai 1:1)

[J The sons of Jeconiah — Assir, his son Shealtiel (I
Chronicles 3:17). [Jeconiah’s son] was called Assir
[lit., prisoner] because his mother conceived him in
prison; Shealtiel, for God (5x) planted (9nv) him in
an unusual way — i.e., she conceived while
standing upright (because of the narrowness of the
prison cell). A different interpretation is [that he
was called] Shealtiel because God (5%) annulled
(>8¥) His vow [not to grant Jeconiah offspring]
(Sanhedrin 37b).

N3Y — Sheba
[Great-grandson of Ham]
[J See Queen of Sheba

(Genesis 10:7)

o83Y — Shebuel (I Chronicles 26:24)

L An old prophet dwelt in Beth-el (I Kings 13:11).
He was Shebuel son of Gershom son of Moses
(Beraisa MiPirkei Merkavah 1).

(] Seeing that money was very dear to [Shebuel],
David set him in charge of the treasuries. Thus it is
written, Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of
Moses, the official in charge of the treasuries (I
Chronicles 26:24). Was his name not Jonathan
rather than Shebuel? R’ Yochanan said: [Yes, but he
was called Shebuel] because he returned to God
(585 2v) with all his heart (Bava Basra 110a).

wni 13 *3¥ — Shobi son of Nahash
[Descendant of Amon] (Il Samuel 17:27)
[J Shobi son of Nahash is Hanun son of Nahash.
Why was he called Shobi? [One opinion] said: He
quieted (aw) his evil inclination for a time. [Others]
said: He repented (av) sincerely (Shocher Toy 8:3).

492 | ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

812w — Shebna
[An officer in the household of Hezekiah]
(Isaiah 22:15)

[JShebna expounded before 130,000 people,
Hezekiah before 110,000 (Sanhedrin 26a).

[] Shebna was devoted to worldly pleasures (ibid.
26b).

[JHe made use of sacred property and robbed
from the public (Vayikra Rabbah 17:3).

[J If the anointed priest shall sin (Leviticus 4:3). This
refers to Shebna, of whom it is written, Go . .. to
this steward (120), to Shebna, who is over the house
(Isaiah 22:15). R’ Eleazar said: He was a high priest.
R’ Yehudah said: He was an official (5272%). R’
Chiya said: He was bitter to all (952 -m, a play on
92mK). R’ Berachiah said: He came from the city of
Sichnin [hence 190] and he rose to become the
official in charge of the Temple (Vayikra Rabbah
5:5).

O nby 70y [Isaiah 22:17] means that he broke out
in leprosy. Because he sought the shame of his
master’s house, his own honor was turned to
shame (Sanhedrin 26a).

[OJWhen Sennacherib came and besieged
Jerusalem, Shebna wrote a note, which he [tied to]
an arrow [and shot into Sennacherib’s camp. It
read,] “Shebna and his company are willing to
make peace, Hezekiah and his company are not.”
The prophet [Isaiah] came and said [that God had
said to him]: “Do not call a conspiracy whatever
this people calls a conspiracy” (Isaiah 8:12). When
[Shebna] went out [of the gates of Jerusalem],
Gabriel came and shut the gate before his com-
pany. [Sennacherib’s camp] asked him, ““Where is
your company?” “They turned back,”” he replied.
“If so,” they said, ““you are mocking us.”” They
pierced his heels, hung him from the tails of their
horses, and dragged him over thorns and thistles
(Sanhedrin 26a).

[0 He went to hew himself a sepulcher among the
sepulchers of the House of David. The prophet
came and said to him: “What have you here and
whom have you here, that you have hewn yourself a
sepulcher here?”’ (Isaiah 22:16) (Sanhedrin 26a).
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THE SHUNAMITE WOMAN / mnanw

[J He who hews himself a sepulcher on high (Isaiah
22:16). And from on high it was decreed that he
not be buried in the Land of Israel (Vayikra Rabbah
529

723 13 YaW — Sheba son of Bichri
[Benjaminite who rebelled against David]
(Il Samuel 20:1)

[JNebat, Micah, and Sheba son of Bichri are
the same person. [He was called] Nebat (v3))
because he looked (v2)) but did not see [see
Nebat]; Micah (n»n) because he had bee
[real] narné was Sheba son of Bichri (Sanhedrin
101b).

[ He worshipped idols (Tanchuma, ed. Buber,
Vayeira 12).

anw — Segub
[Son of Hezron, descendant of Judah]
(! Chronicles 2:21)

L] Segub fathered Jair (ibid. v. 22). He married a
woman from the Tribe of Manasseh and she died
(Sifri Pinchas 134).

[J Segub married a woman who died during the
lifetime of those whose heiress she was. When
they died, [her son] Jair inherited her (Bava Basra
113a).

777Y — Shadrach
[Commander of the Aramean armies]

(Daniel 1:7)
[J See Hananiah
131¥ — Shobach
[Also known as Shophach] (/I Samuel 10:18)

231w — Shobal
[Son of Judah] (I Chronicles 4:2)

[ Bezalel is the name by which his people called
him, [while] the Holy One, Blessed is He, called
him by five names of endearment for [his role in
building] the Tabernacle: Reaiah; Shobal, because
he made a dovecote (7319) for God; Jahath;
Ahumai; and Lahad (Shemos Rabbah 40:4).

nnIY — the Shunamite Woman
(Il Kings 4:25)

L] And there was a prominent woman (ibid. v. 8);
she was the sister of Abishag the Shunamite
woman and the wife of Ido the prophet (Pirkei d’R’
Eliezer 33).

(] And there was a prominent woman (Il Kings 4:8),
[meaning a woman] of great deeds. All the mem-
bers of her household praised her [for being] the
mainstay of the home. She was greater than other
women, for they were stingy, whereas she rejoiced
over Elisha and spent money on him. She made
his bed in the evening and in the morning, and
when she removed the sheet from his bed, the
fragrance of the Garden of Eden wafted from it;
hence she knew that he was a holy man of God
(Zohar 2:44a).

[ Because her husband was not at home, only she
is mentioned (ibid.).

[J[The Shunamite woman said to her husband,]
“Let us make a little chamber on the roof[for Elisha
to live in]”” (Il Kings 4:10). One [Sage] said: It was a
roofless upper story, and they built a roof for it.
Another said: It was a large covered balcony, and
they divided it into two (Berachos 10b).

(0 Hezekiah prayed, ““You resurrected the son of
the Shunamite woman, who made just one little
chamber. How much more should You do for the
descendant of [Solomon], who covered the entire
Temple with gold and silver!”” (ibid. 10b).

(] Hezekiah was answered only for her sake, as it is
written, He turned his face to the chamber and
prayed (Isaiah 32:2) — concerning the chamber
[built by the Shunamite woman for Elisha] (Bera-
chos 10b; Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 23:1).

[0 She stood in the doorway (Il Kings 4:15), for she
was unable to look at his face (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer

88)1

[ The day came (/I Kings 4:11). It was the festival of
Rosh Hashanah, when the Holy One, Blessed is
He, judges the world and is called King. Elisha
therefore asked her, “Can we speak on your behalf
to the King?” (ibid. v. 13); that is, to the Holy One,
Blessed is He. She answered, “I dwell among my
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people (ibid.). 1 do not want [God's] at'te;t:;r}
drawn to me [as an individual. | prefer to be judg
among my people” (Zohar 1:69b).

[J Why was Habakkuk so named? Because he was
the son of the Shunamite woman [who was told],
“At this time next year you will embrace (mpan) a
son” (Il Kings 4:16). He received two embraceg
one from his mother and one from Elisha, as it is
written, He put his mouth upon [the child’s] mouth
(ibid. v. 34) (Zohar 1:7b).

OAs soon as the [dead] man touched Elisha’s
bones, he revived (Il Kings 13:21). He lived for a
short time; then he died and was buried elsewhere.

He was the son of the Shunamite woman (Yalkut
HaMechiri, Tehillim 26:6).

791w — Shophach (I Chronicles 19:16)

[J He was called Shobach because he was high as a
dovecote (721V); Shophach, because he shed (75v)
blood (Shocher Tov 3:4).

[ [He was called] Shophach because whoever saw
him was poured out before him like a ladle [ile
lost his courage] (Sotah 42b).

DINY — Shaharaim (I Chronicles 8:8)
[ Shaharaim is Boaz, who was free (7mwY») of sin
(Yerushalmi Yevamos 8:3).

[J See Boaz

Y — Shishak
[King of Egypt] (I Kings 11:40)
L Why was he called Shishak? Because he awaited

Solomon’s death [pw’ means kiss, a form of
demise] (Seder Olam Rabbah 20).

[ After Solomon’s death, Shishak king of Egypt
went up to Jerusalem and took [Solomon’s] throne
as his daughter’s marriage settlement (Yalkut
HaMechiri, Yeshayahu 14:22).

[ They emptied out Egypt (Exodus 12:36). [All the
treasures that Israel took] remained [in their
possession] until Shishak king of Egypt came and
took them away from Rehoboam (Pesachim 119a).

[JIn the fifteenth year of Asa’s [reign], Zerah the
Cushite came and restored to Asa all the spoils that
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Shishak king of Egypt had taken from Jerusalem
(Seder Olam Rabbah 16).

oY — Shechem

[Prince of the Hivites] (Genesis 34:2)

(O Hamor [lit., “donkey”] was lightheaded and
foolish as a donkey; he was like his name. But his
son Shechem was knowledgeable and sharp, and
Hamor therefore appointed him administrator of
his house (Sechel Tov, Bereishis 33:19).

[J He appealed to the maiden’s emotions (Genesis
34:3). [Shechem] said to [Dinah], ““See how much
money your father spent for [just] one field! I can
give you many orchards and many fields!”
(Bereishis Rabbah 80:7).

[JJacob sent two of his servants to fetch Dinah
from Shechem’s house. When they came,
Shechem went out with his men and chased
them away from his house (Sefer HaYashar, Vayish-
lach).

0] “Get me this girl for a wife”” (Genesis 34:4). He
regretted having consorted with her promiscu-
ously; henceforth, he intended to consort with her
only after marriage (Sechel Tov, Bereishis 34:4).

[(J See Dinah

n7Y — Shelah
[Son of Judah] (Genesis 38:5)

[JJudah’s son was born at the time [the tribal
ancestors] were occupied with the sale of Joseph.
[The chapter dealing with Judah’s wife and chil-
dren] was recorded [in the Torah] after the sale
of Joseph to teach that [Judah] buried his wife
and sons on account of it (Sechel Tov, Bereishis
38:2).

U “Until my son Shelah grows up”” (Genesis 38:11).
He was twelve years old at the time. Many days
passed ... (ibid. v. 12); Shelah turned thirteen
(Sechel Tov, Bereishis 38:11).

[ Shelah and Zerah did not beget children in the
land of Canaan (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 46:12).

[ Shelah produced ten families, as it is written, The
sons of Shelah ... (I Chronicles 4:21) (Bereishis
Rabbah 61:14).
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onmin vay o%Y — Shalum, father of
Hanamel

[Great-uncle of Jeremiah] (Jeremiah 32:7)

[J Eight prophets who were priests descended from
Rahab the innkeeper: Neriah, Baruch, Seraiah,
Mahseiah, Jeremiah, Hilkiah, Hanamel, and Shalum
(Megillah 14b).

1MIWN? 12 09W — Shalum son of Josiah
(Jeremiah 22:11)

[ ] Shalum, Zedekiah, Johanan, and Jehoahaz are
the same person. Why was he called Shalum?
Because he was perfect () in his deeds. Some
say: Because the kingdom of the House of David
ended (M5v) in his days. What was his [real] name?
Mattaniah (Horios 11b).

w37 13 %W — Shalum son of Jabesh
[King of Israel for one month] (/ Kings 15:10)

(] Until Shalum son of Jabesh, the kings of Israel
were equal in sovereignty to the kings of the House
of David. Thereafter they were usurpers, and
Divine communication did not come to them
(Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer 12).

MR 13 09 — Shalum son of Tikvah
[Husband of Huldah the prophetess]
(Il Kings 22:14)

[J Shalum son of Tikvah was one of the great men of
his generation. He performed acts of charity every
day. He would fill a skin with water and sit at the
entrance to the city. If anyone came from the road,
he would give him a drink to refresh him. In the
merit of the charity that he did, Divine Inspiration
rested on his wife [Huldah]. When he died, the
charitable acts of her husband were missed, and all
of Israel went out to perform an act of kindness for
Shalum son of Tikvah [by escorting his bier.
Suddenly] they spied [enemy] troops approaching,
so they threw the [body] on the sepulcher of Elisha.
[Shalum] revived, and he subsequently begot
Hanamel (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 33).

Nn9W — Salma
[Son of Caleb ben Hur] (I Chronicles 2:51)
[J Whatiis the incident connected with the family of

Salma the Netophathite (ibid. v. 54)? [Salma is
derived from sulam, ladder.] Once, the [Greek]
government [which had power over Israel during
the time of the Second Temple] decreed that the
people of Israel not bring wood for the altar, and
posted sentries on the roads [to enforce the
decree]. The sin-fearing people of that generation
formed their wood into ladders and placed them on
their shoulders. When they reached the sentries,
they were asked, “Where are you going?”’ They
replied, ““To bring pigeons from the dovecote ahead
with the [aid of the] ladders on our shoulders.”
When they had passed [the sentries], they disman-
tled [the ladders] and brought [the wood] to
Jerusalem (Ta’anis 28a).

[J Because they dedicated themselves selflessly to
Torah and mitzvos, [they left behind] a good name
(Tosefta Ta’anis 3:8; see Mitzpeh Shmuel).

Nn9Y — Salma
[Son of Nahshon] (! Chronicles 2:11)

[ Nahshon begot Salma of Beth-lehem, Netophah.
The deeds of the father and his sons were beautiful
as [the spice] netopha (Targum Ruth 4:20).

717 13 NA%Y — Solomon son of David
(Il Samuel 12:24)

CHRONOLOGY / PERSONALITY / KING / JUDGE /

WISDOM / WEALTH / TORAH STUDY / THE

TEMPLE / THE THRONE / WRITINGS / WIVES /
SHORTCOMINGS / BANISHED / ANECDOTES

CHRONOLOGY

[ Samuel lived fifty-two years, and so did Solomon
(Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 3:26).

[0 Solomon was twelve years old when he became
king (Seder Olam Rabbah 14).

(] Solomon loved Hashem (I Kings 3:3) for four
years, until he began to build the Temple. But
[this applied only until] the time he began to
build and he took Pharaoh’s daughter (ibid. v. 1)
[as an ally through marriage] (Seder Olam Rabbah
15).

[] Solomon was married to Pharaoh’s daughter for
thirty-six years (ibid.).
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PERSONALITY

O In reward for the forty-two sacrifices that Balak
king of Moab offered [out of his fear of Israel
(Maharsha to Horios 10a)], he merited to become
the ancestor of Ruth, the forebear of Solomon, of
whom it is written, Solomon offered a thousand
burnt offerings (I Kings 3:4) (Sotah 47a).

[ “Master of the Universe,” said David, “I over-
heard people saying, ‘When will that old man die
so that his son Solomon may build the Temple and
enable us to [come to Jerusalem for] festival
pilgrimages!” And | was glad.” Said the Holy One,
Blessed is He, “For better a day in your courtyards
than a thousand [elsewhere] (Psalms 84:1). One
day of your Torah study means more to me than a
thousand burnt offerings that your son Solomon is
destined to sacrifice before me” (Shocher Tov
122:1).

L] All of [Solomon’s] deeds were threefold. He had
three ascents [in which the scope of his rulership
increased until he ruled the whole world] and three
declines [in which the scope of his rulership
decreased until he ruled just over his household];
he saw three worlds [having viewed life as a king, a
commoner, and then again a king]; he committed
three sins [having accumulated many horses, many
wives, and much wealth]; composed three sets of
proverbs [Proverbs 1, Proverbs 10, and Proverbs 25]
and wrote three Books [Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and
The Song of Songs] (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:10).

[OHe was called by three names: Jedidiah (/I
Samuel 12:25), Solomon, and Koheleth (Ecclesi-
astes 1:1). R’ Yehoshua son of Levi said: Those three
and Agur, Jakeh, Lemuel, and Ithiel (Proverbs 30:1;
31:1) — seven in all. [He was called] Agur ("aw), for
he gathered (13%) words of Torah; son of Jakeh
(M), a son who vomited (xopn) [i.e., forgot] it for a
while; Lemuel (5%Y), for he spoke to God (9%5 b))
and said, “I can take many [wives, horses, and
money despite the prohibitions in Deuteronomy
17:16,17] without going astray”’; Ithiel (Smn),
“For God is with me (5% ’nX) and | will be able [to
do so]” (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:10).

[J Four were named before birth: Isaac, Ishmael,
Josiah, and Solomon (Yerushalmi Berachos 1:6).
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[ The words of Lemuel king of Massa, a prophecy
with which his mother rebuked him (Proverbs 31:1).
His mother bent him over a post [to beat him],
and said, “What, my son? (ibid. v. 2). Everyone
knows that your father was God-fearing. Now they
will say that your mother caused you [to be
wicked]. And what, O son of my womb? (ibid.).
None of your father’s wives saw the king'’s face
once they conceived; but | pushed my way in so
that | would have a son who is zealous and with
white appearance. And what, O son of my vows?
(ibid.). All your father’s wives would vow, ‘If  had a
son who is fit for kingship,” but I vowed, ‘If | have a
son who is zealous, full of Torah, and worthy of
prophecy . . .” Why do you, to whom all the world’s
secrets are revealed, act like the [gentile] kings who
drink wine to intoxication?”” Solomon later ac-
knowledged that his mother was right (Sanhedrin
70b).

OWho were the first prophets? R” Huna said:
David, Samuel, and Solomon (Sotah 48b).

[J Whatever is written of David is written [also] of
Solomon. David reigned forty years and [Solomon]
reigned forty years ... David wrote [Scripturall
books and Solomon wrote books . . . David built an
altar and Solomon built an altar . . . (Shir HaShirim
Rabbah 1:6).

[J Solomon called himself a servant [of God], as it
is written, “Give Your servant an understanding
heart” (I Kings 3:9). The Holy One, Blessed is He,
however, did not call him a servant, but said [to
him], “For the sake of David my servant”’ (ibid. 1:13)
(Sifri Va’eschanan 27).

[J Koheleth [Solomon] wished to be like Moses. A
Heavenly Voice rang out and told him, “No
prophet like Moses has ever arisen”” (Deuteronomy
34:10) (Rosh Hashanah 21b).

[JWhen Solomon saw the power of kindness, he
built for Israel two gates: one for bridegrooms and
one for mourners. On the Sabbath, the inhabitants
of Jerusalem would gather and go up to the Temple
Mount and sit between those two gates in order to
perform acts of kindness [gladdening the bride-

grooms and consoling the mourners] (Sofrim
19:12).
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(] [In his youth,] Solomon would sit at the entrance
of King [David’s] gate, and when anyone came to
be judged by the king, [Solomon] would ask what
he wanted (Otzar HaMidrashim 348).

[JA hundred and fifty thousand proselytes were
converted by him (Mishnas R’ Eliezer 8).

KING

[J David and Solomon were anointed from [oil
poured from] a horn because their kingdom is
eternal (Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:1).

(] Why did they anoint Solomon [since the rule is
that kings who inherit their position are not
anointed]? Because of the contention of Adonijah
[and the other children of David who were older
than him] (Horios 11b).

[ Solomon was twelve years old when he became
king (Seder Olam Rabbah 14).

[ Ruth lived to see her great-grandson [Solomon]
become king (Bava Basra 91b).

L]When [Solomon] became king, his father David
placed one of [Solomon’s] hands in the hand of
Benaiah son of Jehoiada [the head of the Sanhedrin]
and the other in the hand of the prophet Nathan.
Then his mother [Bath-sheba] stood and kissed
him on the head (Greenhut 1, Midrash Al Yishallel
21).

L] At first [before marrying foreign wives (Rashi)]
Solomon [even] ruled over heavenly beings, as it is
written, Solomon occupied the throne of Hashem
as king (I Chronicles 29:23), and later Solomon
[only] ruled over earthly beings (Sanhedrin 20b).

(] After David died, Solomon replaced the [govern-
ment] officials (Yerushalmi Berachos 9:2).

[JWhen he became king, he did not possess even
a single horse; he rode a mule (Yalkut HaMechiri,
Tehillim 71:9).

L] There are 252 provinces in the world. Solomon
ruled over them all (Esther Rabbah 1:5).

[JHashem said to Moses and Aaron ... “This
month is to you (Exodus 12:1,2). [Just as] the month
lasts for thirty days, so does your kingdom last for
thirty generations. The moon begins to illuminate
on the first of the month, and its disk grows until

the fifteenth. From the fifteenth until the thir-
tieth, its light diminishes [until] the thirtieth,
[when] it is not seen. Israel is the same. There were
fifteen generations from Abraham to Solomon.
Then the ‘moon’ was full. Thenceforth the kings
diminished until Zedekiah, [of whom] it is written,
He put out Zedekiah’s eyes (Jeremiah 39:7). Then
the light of the ‘moon’ is gone”” (Shemos Rabbah
15:26).

[ Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for
his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen (I Kings
5:6). They were idle [i.e., not for war] (Yerushalmi
Sanhedrin 2:6).

[J Solomon became a king and then a commoner.
One [Sage] said: A king, a commoner, and then
[again a] king (Megillah 11b).

[0 Dwellers in Netaim (I Chronicles 4:23). This
refers to Solomon, who resembled a young plant
(netiah) in the kingship [in that his greatness
continually grew (Rashbam), especially since he
became king at the age of twelve (Maharsha)] (Bava
Basra 91b).

(JSolomon did not complete his reign [see
BANISHED] (Megillah 11b).

(0 Two Cushites [i.e., extremely handsome men]
— Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha — were
Solomon’s scribes. One time Solomon noticed
that the Angel of Death looked sad. “Why are you
sad?’” asked [Solomon. The Angel] replied, “These
Cushites have been demanded of me.” Solomon
sent them in the care of the demons to Luz [a
city which the Angel of Death cannot enter
(Rashi)]. When they reached [the gates of] Luz,
they died. The following day [Solomon] noticed
that the Angel of Death looked happy. ‘“What
are you happy about?” asked [Solomon. The Angel]
replied, “You sent them to the very place where
| sought them” [for they had been destined to
die at the gates of Luz (Rashi)l. Thereupon
Solomon said, “/A man’s feet are his guarantors;
they bring him to the place where he is sought”
(Sukkah 53a).

[ Abishag was permitted to Solomon, for [he] was
a king, and a king may use the scepter of another
king [i.e., she was not prohibited as his father’s
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wife, for David had not married her or had relations
with her] (Sanhedrin 22a).

[JJoab said, “It is better for me to be killed [for
having killed Abner and Amassa] by the court, [in
which case] my sons will inherit my possessions,
than to be killed by the king [in which case he will
inherit them].”” Hearing this, Solomon said, “Do |
need his money?” Forthwith Benaiah son of Je-
hoiada [representing the court] went up and struck
him and killed him (I Kings 2:34) (Yerushalmi
Makkos 2:6).

[ Hashem said to [Rebecca], “Two nations are in
your womb”" (Genesis 25:23). [The word for na-
tions, ©1] is spelled [here] o), exalted ones. [This
alludes to two great personages who would de-
scend from the twin embryos.] Each one is proud
of his world: Adrian of the nations of the world, and
Solomon of Israel (Shocher Tov 9:7).

JUDGE

[J Divine Inspiration appeared in three courts of
law: those of Shem, Samuel of Ramah, and
Solomon (Makkos 23b).

[J Occupied the throne of Hashem (I Chronicles
29:23). [Solomon] judged like his Creator: without
witnesses and without having warned [the criminal
as he was about to commit the crime]. Such was
the case of the harlots (/ Kings 3:16) (Shocher Tov
72:2).

[JKoheleth sought to judge through wisdom
alone, without witnesses and without a warning [to
the guilty party]. A Heavenly Voice rang out and
told him, “By the word of two witnesses ... “
(Deuteronomy 17:6) (Rosh Hashanah 21b).

[J By means of the throne, Solomon knew [the
truth], for Divine Inspiration rested upon [Solomon
via the throne]; for whoever approached the throne
was filled with fear. [Thus] he was [able] to judge
without witnesses. There was a form in the throne,
and if anyone approached to lie, the form would
rattle, whereupon Solomon would know that he
was a liar (Zohar 2:78a).

[0 When he judged the case of the harlots without
witnesses, people marveled: “Who can judge
without witnesses!” They [immediately] guarded
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themselves from [the sin of] robbery (Mishnas
Rabbi Eliezer 4).

[J Two women who were harlots (I Kings 3:16). Rav
said: They were spirits in the guise of women.
Shmuel said: They were real harlots. [Solomon]
thought, “The Holy One, Blessed is He, foresaw
that this case would come before me; therefore He
created man with two eyes, two ears, two nostrils,
two arms, and two legs.” He said, ““Cut the living
child in two”’ (ibid. v. 25). Said R’ Yehudah bar llai:
Had | been there, | would have tied a rope around
his neck. Is it not enough that one died? Yet he
decreed that the second was to be severed! When
he said, “Give her the living child; do not slay him”’
(ibid. v. 27), a Heavenly Voice rang out and said,
“She is his mother” (ibid.). Seeing this, they said,
“Happy are you, O land, whose king is a man of
dignity”” (Ecclesiastes 10:17) (Shocher Tov 72:2).

[J Proselytes were not accepted in the days of
David and Solomon [for it was assumed that they
were motivated only as a result of the exalted status
enjoyed by Israel (Rashi)] (Avodah Zarah 3b).

WISDOM

[ Solomon fasted for forty days so that the Holy
One, Blessed is He, would give him wisdom and
understanding (Mishlei Rabbasi 1).

O Wisdom, where is it found? (Job 28:12). This
teaches that Solomon searched for the seat of
wisdom: [he wanted to know if it] is in the head or
in the heart (Yalkut HaMechiri, Tehillim 51:15).

[JIn Solomon’s time, the “moon’” was full [see
above, kING]. Solomon became wiser than all
people, and then he saw and knew everything
(Zohar 3:46a).

[J Solomon investigated not only Torah matters but
all that takes place under the sun, such as how

mustard and lupine are sweetened (Shir HaShirim
Rabbah 1:7).

[J Solomon’s wisdom is apparent in his treatment
of Shimi. [Shimi had said to David,] “Go out, go
out, you man of blood and base fellow” (Il Samuel
16:7); that is, go out of Jerusalem and go out of
your home. Solomon told him, /I am not that way.
Rather, Build yourself a house in Jerusalem, and
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dwell there, and do not go out of [Jerusalem]. On
the day that you go out . . . you will die”" (I Kings
2:36,37) (Zohar Chadash 88).

[J Solomon planted even pepper plants [though
they do not grow naturally in the Land of Israel. But
since Israel is the foundation of the world, there
must be places in it which are capable of producing
anything.] The wise Solomon understood the foun-
dation of the earth and knew which vein [of land]
went to Cush [where pepper grows best], and on it
he planted pepper plants (Tanchuma, ed. Buber,
Kedoshim 10).

[l Solomon dispatched spirits to fetch him water
from India. [With it] he watered [land in Israel], and
it bore [exotic] fruit (Koheles Rabbah 2:5).

[]Solomon’s heart was full of wisdom, but no one
knew it. When Divine Inspiration rested upon him
and he composed three Books, all knew his
wisdom (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:7).

[]One group of people would leave and another
would enter to hear the wisdom of Solomon
(Koheles Rabbah 1:2).

[ When he sought to do something improper, his
wisdom would stand up against his [evil] inclina-
tion (Pesikta Rabbasi 14:49).

[JSolomon called the evil inclination an enemy
(Sukkah 52a).

[JHe who sees Solomon in a dream can look
forward to wisdom (Berachos 57b).

[J Solomon said before the Holy One, Blessed is
He, ““Master of the Universe, when is a king
praiseworthy? When he hires lazy workers and
[nevertheless] gives them their full wages. We are
lazy workers; give us a good reward, [for] that is a
great kindness”’ (Shocher Tov 26:3).

[J Hiram king of Tyre set himself up as a deity.
Solomon tried to convince him to abandon this
idea, and Hiram agreed. Therefore there was peace
between Hiram and Solomon (I Kings 5:26) (Zohar
3:61a).

(J Koheleth wished to know when the End would
be. Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, to him, “I
have recorded in Scripture, The day of vengeance is

in My heart [and unknown to man], and My year of
redemption shall come’ (Isaiah 63:4) (Koheles
Rabbah 12:10).

(] With the crown that his mother crowned him
(Song of Songs 3:11). Said R’ Yitzchak: We have
reviewed all of Scripture, and we did not find that
Bath-sheba fashioned a crown for her son
Solomon. Rather, [the crown] refers to the Taber-
nacle, which was decorated and embroidered
[serving as a sign of honor for the Holy One,
Blessed is He] . .. (Shemos Rabbah 52:5).

(]I returned and contemplated ... (Ecclesiastes
4:1). From where did Solomon return? Solomon
would rise early in the morning and look to all parts
of the world and obtain understanding. This time a
great eagle came on pillars of fire and cloud and
bowed down before [Solomon]. Solomon put on
his belt, took his ring on which the Holy Name was
engraved, and mounted the eagle. He [flew] four
hundred parasangs and arrived in Tadmor in the
wilderness, in the hills of darkness. There he
alighted and learned all the secular realms of
knowledge that he wished to know. When he had
finished, he mounted the eagle and returned to his
home. At that time he said, “/ returned and
contemplated”’ (Zohar 2:112b).

[0 The Holy One, Blessed is He, made him king
over the beasts of the earth, the birds of the sky,
the crawling things of the ground, and the demons
and spirits. He understood the language of
them all, and they understood his language, as
it is written, He spoke of the trees . . . (I Kings 5:13).
And when the king pleased, his scribes would
call them by name, and they would all gather
and come before him without chains or guards
and dance before him in order to demonstrate
his greatness [to the representatives of foreign]
nations who stood before him (Targum Sheini,
Esther 1:3).

[] Solomon awakened, and behold, it was a dream
(I Kings 3:15) — the dream was true. A donkey
brayed, and he understood the braying; a bird
chirped, and he understood the chirping [he
realized that he was now the master of all worldly
wisdom)] (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:9).
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JA woodcock came before Solomon and said,
“Your majesty the king, | have flown throughout
the world to see whether there is a nation in the
world that is not subjugated to you. In the lands of
the east, | found the city of Kitor, [whose inhabi-
tants are] wealthy and drink the waters of the
Garden of Eden. They have many armies, but do
not know military strategy. They are ruled by a
woman named the Queen of Sheba. The king wrote
a letter and gave it to the woodcock which flew to
the city of Kitor . . . When the Queen of Sheba read
the letter, she summoned her sages and ministers,
who told her, “We do not know of King Solomon
and his kingdom.”” She called the sailors and gave
them cypresses and precious stones and pearls and
six thousand one-year-old boys and girls to [bring]
to Solomon along with a letter informing him that
she [herself] would come at the end of three years.
When the Queen of Sheba came to Solomon, the
king sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada to meet her. He
resembled the morning star. The Queen of Sheba
[taking him for the king] alighted from her carriage.
“] am not the king,” said Benaiah, ““merely one of
his servants.”” Benaiah brought her before the king.
She said, “‘I will pose to you three riddles. If you
solve them, | will know that you are a wise man; if
not, you are like other people.” [After Solomon had
answered her riddles,] she said, ““I did not believe it
until I saw it with my own eyes” (Targum Sheini,
Esther 1:3).

[ See also Queen of Sheba

WEALTH

[ [Ruth] ate and was satisfied, and had some left
over (Ruth 2:14). [This alludes to the wealth and
glory of Ruth’s descendants.] She ate in the days
of David, was satisfied in the days of Solomon, and

had left over in the days of Hezekiah (Shabbos
113b).

0 Had anyone else said, ““All is futile!” (Ecclesiastes
1:2), people would have said, “He hasn’t a penny
to eat, [so] he [makes light of material wealth and]
declares, ‘All is futile.” ”’ For [the wealthy] Solomon,
who made silver to be in Jerusalem like stones (I
Kings 10:27), it was suitable to say, “All is futile”
(Devarim Rabbah 1:5).

500 / ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

(] These officers provided food for ... King
Solomon’s table . . . they let nothing be lacking (I
Kings 5:7). They brought him beets in the sunny
season and cucumbers in the rainy season (De-
varim Rabbah 1:5).

[JSolomon’s provision for one day was thirty
measures of fine flour and sixty measures of meal;
ten fat oxen, twenty oxen out of the pastures, and a
hundred sheep, beside harts, gazelles, roebucks,
and fatted fow! (I Kings 5:2,3). [These amounts of
flour and meal were used] for the cooks’” dough
(placed over the pot to absorb the froth); it did not
include the flour and meal [used] for the dish
(itself] (Bava Metzia 86b; Rashi).

[J And fatted fowl (I Kings 5:2). A large, beautiful
bird was [served] at Solomon’s table each day
(Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 6:35).

[JFish, fowl, cattle, and beasts would come to-
gether to the slaughter house to be slaughtered for
Solomon’s meal (Targum Sheini, Esther 1:1).

[ Silver was not counted for ought in Solomon’s
days (I Kings 10:21) [and therefore not used for any
vessels in Solomon’s house]. But it is written, The
king made silver to be in Jerusalem like stones (ibid.
v. 27) [and thus used. The former describes the
situation] before he married Pharaoh’s daughter;
[the latter,] afterwards (Sanhedrin 21b).

(O The king made silver to be in Jerusalem like
stones (I Kings 10:27). Was it then not stolen? R’
Yose son of Chanina said: [The silver was like]
stones of eight or ten cubits [which is too massive
to be stolen easily] (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 2:6).

[J Even the weights in Solomon's times were made
not of silver but of gold (ibid.).

[JOne verse says, Solomon had forty thousand
stalls of horses (I Kings 5:6); another verse says,
Solomon had four thousand stalls of horses (Il
Chronicles 9:25). How could both [verses] be true?
[He had] four thousand rows of forty thousand
[stalls] (Sifri Naso 42; Sanhedrin 21b).

[J Proselytes were not accepted in the times of
David and Solomon [since their motivation would
be suspect because of the power and glory of the

kingdom of Israel] (Avodah Zarah 3b; Yevamos
24b).
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TORAH STUDY

[JSolomon fasted for forty days so that the
wisdom of the Torah would be given to him (Yalkut
Shimoni, Mishlei 929).

[JHe learned Torah at one time [when he was
complete in his service to God] and forgot it at
[another] time [when his service was no longer
complete as a result of the influence of his wives
(Maharzu)] (Koheles Rabbah 1:2).

[] By expounding words of Torah to the public, he
merited to have Divine Inspiration rest on him (Shir
HaShirim Rabbah 1:1:8).

[J The Torah was like a basket without handles
until Solomon came and made ““handles” for it.
[Handles make it easier to carry an object. Solomon
instituted ordinances to help people avoid trans-
gression; thus he made the Torah easier to ““carry”’]
(Eiruvin 21b, Rashi).

(] Until Solomon arose, people could not under-
stand the words of the Torah. But when Solomon
arose [and exerted effort to make the Torah
comprehensible to all], everyone understood the
Torah. Through his parables, Solomon fathomed
the Torah’s secrets (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:1:8).

(] On every topic of the Torah, Solomon said 3,000
parables; for every rabbinic enactment, he offered
1,005 explanations (Eiruvin 21b).

[] He imparted knowledge to the people (Ecclesi-
astes 12:9). [First] he taught them the plain reading;
then he explained by means of parable (Eiruvin 21b,
Eitz Yosef).

[ He endeared the Torah to Israel (Shocher Tov
45:6).

[J Solomon said, I permitted myself [to amass
wives, wealth, and horses]; for | thought | un-
derstood the Torah’s reasons [for forbidding a
king to do so, and | could therefore avoid the
pitfalls]. This understanding and knowledge [of
mine] was madness and folly”” (Shemos Rabbah
6:1).

[ONo one found answers to the four hundred
questions that Doeg and Ahithophel raised con-
cerning ““a tower open to the air” (Sanhedrin 106b)

until King Solomon came and answered each one
(Zohar 2:102a).

[JWhen Solomon wished to intercalate the year,
he would gather seven elders before him. [With]
Solomon [himself, and] Nathan the prophet and
Gad the seer [who were always with him,] they
were ten in all ... [Solomon] would close his
mouth and not talk before one who was greater
than he [in wisdom. Therefore, the humble king did
not speak before the elders (Eitz Yosef)] (Shemos
Rabbah 15:20).

(] Solomon ordained [that one must lave one’s]
hands [before partaking of] hallowed food (Shab-
bos 15a).

[JWhen Solomon ordained eiruvin [i.e., forbade
carrying articles on the Sabbath from one private
domain to another (Rashi)] and the laving of the
hands, a Heavenly Voice rang out and said, “My
son, if your heart is wise, My heart, too, will be glad”
(Proverbs 23:15) (Shabbos 14b).

[ David and Solomon composed [the blessing] for
Jerusalem (9w mia) [in Grace after Meals]:
David [made reference to] “Israel, Your people,
and Jerusalem, Your city”’; Solomon [added] “the
great and holy House”” (Berachos 48b).

[ Koheleth sought to find words of delight (Ecclesi-
astes 12:10). Solomon sought to fathom the [rea-
sons behind the laws] of the Red Heifer ... he
sought to discern the reward for Torah [study], the
reward of the righteous, the reward for perfor-
mance of precepts. Solomon sought to fathom
[when] the End [would be] . . . (Shocher Tov 9:2).

[ After all the wisdom that was ascribed to
Solomon, he sat and wondered about the four
species [lulav, esrog, hadas, and aravah], as it is
written, There are four about which I do not know
(Proverbs 30:18). [Solomon could not, through his
own wisdom, derive from the Torah’s description
(Leviticus 23:40) which four species to take on
Sukkos. This can be known only through the Oral
Law handed to Moses at Sinai (Eitz Yosef)] (Vayikra
Rabbah 30:15).

[JYou, Solomon, where is your wisdom and
understanding? It is not enough that your words
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contradict the words of your father David; [theiy
even] contradict themselves! Your father David
said, The dead shall not praise You (Psalms 1i517)-
You said, I consider more fortunate the dead who
have already died than the living who are still alive
(Ecclesiastes 4:2); then you contradicted yourself
and said, A live dog is better than a dead lion (ibid.
9:4). [The Talmud goes on to explain that the living
have the advantage of being able to perform the
precepts; the dead receive their reward in the
World to Come but can no longer perform the
precepts. In Ecclesiastes 4:2, however, Solomon
praised the righteous who have died but whose
merit still has an effect on the world] (Shabbos 30a).

[J Solomon was asked, “Who is destined for the
World to Come?”’ He replied, “/Before His sages is
glory” (Isaiah 24:23) [i.e., those who are honored in
This World for their wisdom but not for their wealth
are destined for the World to Come (Rashi,
Rabbeinu Gershom)] (Bava Basra 10b).

[0 Solomon son of David was asked, ““How great is
the power of charity?”” He replied, “Go see what
father stated clearly: He who scattered and gave to
the needy, his righteousness endures forever (Psalms
112:9) (Bava Basra 10b).

[J [David died on the Sabbath.] Solomon sent [a
message] to the house of study: “’Father is dead and
lying in the sun.” They sent back: ““Place a loaf of
bread or a child on top of [the body]; you are then
permitted to move it (Shabbos 30b).

THE TEMPLE

[ Let a beloved (King Solomon; Il Samuel12:24,25)
the descendant of a beloved (Abraham; Jeremiah
11:15) come and build a beloved [edifice] (the
Temple; Psalms 84:2) for a Beloved One (the Holy
One, Blessed is He; Isaiah 5:1) in the territory of a
beloved one (Benjamin; Deuteronomy 33:12) in
which beloved ones (the people of Israel; Jeremiah
12:7) will be atoned for (Menachos 53b).

[ Solomon should have been listed with the three
kings and four commoners who have no share in
the World to Come [for having been influenced by
his wives at the time of his old age (see | Kings 11:4)];
but because he hurried [to build] the Temple, he
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was listed not with them, but with the righteous
kings (Pesikta Rabbasi 6:19).

[(0Do you see a man diligent in his business?
(Proverbs 22:29). This refers to Solomon. It took
him thirteen years to build his own house, but
[only] seven years to build the Temple. He was lax
with his own house, and gave the honor of the Holy
One, Blessed is He, precedence over his own honor
(Pesikta Rabbasi 6:16).

[JSolomon sent to Pharaoh-necoh: ““Send me
craftsmen, for | wish to build the Temple.”
[Pharaoh-necoh] gathered his astrologers and told
them, “’Divine which men are destined to die this
year, and | will send them to him”’ [so that he could
later accuse Solomon of killing them]. When they
came to Solomon, he foresaw that they were
destined to die that year. He gave them shrouds and
sent them [back with] a letter saying, “’Did you not
have shrouds in which to bury your dead? Here they
are with shrouds’”” (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:3).

[] Everyone assisted him in the construction of the
Temple, even spirits, demons, and ministering
angels (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:5).

[JWhy did he need demons? It is written, And the
House, when it was being built, was built of stone
made ready at the quarry; neither hammer nor axe
nor any tool of iron was heard in the House while it
was being built (I Kings 6:7). Solomon asked the
Sages, ““How will I [hew the stones]?”" They replied,
“There is a shamir [a creature that cuts through
stone] which Moses brought to [cut] the stones of
the ephod.” ““Where is it?’” he asked. [Upon being
told that] Ashmedai king of the demons [knew the
answer, Solomon] sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada
[with] a chain on which the [Divine] Name was
engraved . . . He went and captured [Ashmedai] and
brought him [before Solomon]. Ashmedai took a
cane, measured four cubits, and said, ““When [you]
die, you will have nothing in this world but [a grave
of] four cubits. Now [you] have conquered the
world, but you were not satisfied until you captured
me as well!” “I want nothing of you,” said
Solomon. I wish to build the Temple, and | need
the shamir.” Ashmedai indicated how it could be
procured, and Solomon procured it. He detained



SOLOMON SON OF DAVID / 717 13 nnSw

SOLOMON SON OF DAVID / T17 12 nndw

Ashmedai until the Temple was completed (Gittin
68a,b).

[ The shamir, [a creature the size of] a grain of
barley, dates from the Six Days of Creation [created
on the Sabbath eve immediately preceding the
onset of the Sabbath]. Nothing hard can withstand
it. [The stones for the ephod were split by writing
on] rocks with ink and showing them to the shamir,
causing them to split on their own. With [the
shamir] Solomon built the Temple (Sotah 48b).

LJWhen he built the Temple, he built two gates,
one for bridegrooms, the other for mourners and
the excommunicated (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 17).

L1 When Solomon had finished building the House
of Hashem and the king’s house (I Kings 9:1). The
House of Hashem refers to the Temple; the king’s
house refers to the Holy of Holies (Zohar 2:4a).

[JSolomon built [the Temple] from the beginning
with the condition that anyone in distress would
come there and pray (Semachos 6).

L] Solomon sat on the throne of his father David (I
Kings 2:12). What is [the purpose of] this sitting?
Rather, he fixed the Foundation Stone and placed
the Holy of Holies upon it (Zohar 1:72b).

[ King Solomon made ten candelabra. For each he
brought a thousand talents of gold, which were
placed in a smelting furnace a thousand times
[until] one talent [of gold] was extracted (Menachos
29a).

(] Solomon made ten tables (Yerushalmi Shekalim
6:3);

[J Although Solomon made ten tables and ten
candelabra, only the vessels that Moses had made
were used in the Temple service (Yalkut Shimoni,
Koheles 989).

[(J The water tank that Solomon had made held
[enough water] for 150 ritual baths (Eiruvin 14a).

[J When Solomon built the Temple, he planted in it
various fruit trees of gold. They bore fruit in season,
and when the wind blew, [the fruit] would fall. [The
fruits themselves were made of gold and were used
to support the priests (Maharsha Yoma 39b)] (Yoma
21b).

[J When Solomon brought the Ark into the Temple,
all the trees and cedars that were there thrived and
bore fruit, which provided ample livelihoods for the
young priests (Tanchuma Terumah 11).

[JWhen Solomon built the Temple, he sought to
bring the Ark into the Holy of Holies, but the gates
stuck together. Solomon offered twenty-four
prayers, but he was not answered. [Then] he said,
“Raise your heads, O gates . . . so that the King of
Glory may enter”” (Psalms 24:7). [The gates, how-
ever, asked him:] “Who is the King of Glory?” (ibid.
v. 8) [for they thought Solomon was referring to
himself]. He replied, “Hashem, the mighty and
strong” (ibid.). Again he said, ““Raise up your heads,
O gates . . . so that the King of Glory may enter”
(ibid. v. 9), but he was not answered. [Finally] he
said, “O God, turn not away the face of Your
anointed; remember the pious deeds of David Your
servant’”’ (Il Chronicles 6:42). He was answered
immediately [thus showing to all that God had
forgiven David for his transgression] (Shabbos 30a).

[JSolomon made an Ark ten cubits [high]. The
entrance of the Temple was [also] ten cubits [high];
furthermore, [the Ark] was being carried [and thus
required additional entrance space. It could not fit
through the entrance.] Solomon stood there, em-
barrassed. He began to pray before the Holy One,
Blessed is He. Then he brought David’s bier and
said, “For the sake of David, Your servant, turn not
away the face of Your anointed” (Psalms 132:10). At
that time David came back to life ... [When]
Solomon said, ““Master of the Universe, do it in
[David’s] merit,” he was immediately answered.
[All this occurred by the design of God, in order that
it should be revealed that David had been forgiven
for his sin concerning Bath-sheba; see Shabbos 30a]
(Shemos Rabbah 8:1).

[J Why was Solomon subjected to this? Because he
was proud and said, “/ have now built You a stately
House” (I Kings 8:13) (Shocher Tov 24:10).

[J Throughout the seven years that Solomon was
building the Temple, he did not drink wine. When
he [completed the Temple] and married Bithiah
daughter of Pharaoh, he drank wine that night.
There were two celebrations: the rejoicing over the
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[completion] of the Temple, and the rejoicing over
the daughter of Pharaoh (Vayikra Rabbah 12:5).

[JThe sound of the rejoicing over Pharaoh’s
daughter exceeded the sounds of rejoicing over the
Temple (Bamidbar Rabbah 10:4).

[JThe Holy One, Blessed is He, said, “Whose
[rejoicing] shall I accept? Theirs [that of the Temple
dedication] or the others’?”” At that moment He
considered destroying Jerusalem (Vayikra Rabbah
12:5).

[J Pharaoh’s daughter performed eighty different
dances that night (ibid.).

[ Pharaoh’s daughter brought a thousand kinds of
musical instruments, which she ordered played
before [Solomon] that night. And she told him,
“Thus do they make music before this idol, and
thus do they make music before that idol.” She
spread a canopy above his bed, in which were set
gems and pearls that shone like stars. When
Solomon sought to arise, he saw the “’stars”” and
[thinking it was still night] went back to sleep until
four hours [into the day] had passed. The people
of Israel were distressed, for it was the day of
the dedication of the Temple, and they could not
offer the daily sacrifice because the keys to the
Temple were under his head, and they were afraid
to wake the king. They informed his mother,
Bath-sheba, who woke him and rebuked him.
Therefore he is called Lemuel (5% nnY), for he threw
off the yoke of the kingdom of heaven (Bamidbar
Rabbah 10:4).

[1Jeroboam son of Nebat gathered a thousand
[men] of his tribe, entered, and rebuked [Solomon]
(Vayikra Rabbah 12:5).

[0 When Solomon built the Temple, he asked that
fire descend from heaven, but it did not descend.
He offered eight prayers, but it did not descend. As
soon as he said, “Remember the good deeds of
David Your servant” (Il Chronicles 6:42), it immedi-
ately descended (Shocher Tov 7:6).

[J Upon seeing that he was not answered until he
mentioned his father David, he said, */ praised the
dead who have already died [i.e., David] more than
the living who are still alive [i.e., Solomon himself]’”
(Ecclesiastes 4:2) (Shemos Rabbah 44:2)
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[ Three were answered immediately: Abraham’s
servant Eliezer, Moses, and Solomon. [Of Solomon]
it is written, When Solomon had finished praying,
the fire descended from heaven (Il Chronicles 7:1)
(Bereishis Rabbah 60:4).

[ The fire that descended from heaven in the days
of Solomon did not leave until Manasseh removed
it (Zevachim 61b).

(] The princes brought the wagons and the cattle
[to the Tabernacle in the desert and they were used
to transport the parts of the Tabernacle in the
desert. As a result, the cattle] lived until the Temple
[in Jerusalem] was built and Solomon sacrificed
them (Shocher Tov 101:4).

[(JWhen Solomon built the Temple, he prayed,
““Master of the Universe, if a person prays to You for
money and You know that it is bad for him, do not
give it to him; but if You see a person for whom
wealth is good, give it to him’" (Shemos Rabbah
31:5).

[ [After the completion of the Sukkos holiday
which had followed the consecration of the Tem-
ple,] They went to their tents joyful and glad of heart
(I Kings 8:66). They found their wives ritually clean,
and the wife of each one conceived and bore a son
(Shabbos 30a).

THE THRONE

[J Solomon’s throne was made with Divine Inspira-
tion, as it is written, Solomon sat on the throne of
Hashem (I Chronicles 29:23) (Midrash Esther, Otzar
HaMidrashim 52).

U It was made in the likeness of the chariot of the
Holy One, Blessed is He. There were six steps to the
throne (Il Chronicles 9:18) corresponding to the six
firmaments (Esther Rabbah 1:12).

[J King Solomon made a royal throne, the likes of
which no king had. It was set with precious stones.
Twelve gold lions stood on it facing twelve gold
eagles . .. There were six steps to the throne: On
the first a gold lion crouched facing a gold ox . - -
Above [the throne] stood a gold candelabrum . . -
on which was a pitcher of olive oil for lighting [the
candelabrum] in the Temple ... The throne in-
cluded seats of gold for the high priest and his
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assistant, and seventy gold seats ¢
Sanhedrin that would rule in the p
Solomon. When the king wished to
the throne would bring him

n which sat the
resence of King
g0 somewhere,
Y means of g

mechanism . .. To go up to the throne, he would
put his foot on the first step, and the gold ox would
take him up ... When he reached the sixth, gold

eagles descended, grasped the king, and placed him
on the throne. When he was seated, a great eagle
came and placed the royal crown on the king’s head

. A gold dove would open the Ark, take out the
Torah Scroll, and place it in King Solomon’s hand
... If false witnesses appeared before the king, the
animals would roar, frightening the witnesses into
telling the truth (Targum Sheini 1:2).

LJA crier stood before Solomon’s throne. When
[the king] stood on the first step, [the crier]
proclaimed, “You shall not twist judgment”
(Deuteronomy 16:19); on the second, “You shall not
recognize faces” [i.e., give preferential consider-
ation to one person over another] (ibid.); on the
third, “You shall not take a bribe” (ibid.); on the
fourth, “You shall not plant. . . an Asherah, any tree,
beside the altar of Hashem” (ibid. v. 21); on the fifth,
“You shall not erect a memorial stone (n2xn)" (ibid.
v. 22); on the sixth, “You shall not sacrifice unto
Hashem ... an ox or a sheep on which there is a
blemish”” (ibid. 17:1). [All these prohibitions are
related to false judgment; see Sanhedrin 7b and
Maharik 117] (Devarim Rabbah 5:6).

[JWhen [the king] stood on the first step, the crier
proclaimed, ““[The king] shall not acquire a multi-
tude of horses” (Deuteronomy 17:16); on thS
second, ““He shall not have a multitude of wives
(ibid. v. 17); on the third, “He sha/l’n.ot mult/[;]/y
silver and gold to himself profusely” (ibid.); Orf1t9)‘?
fourth, “You shall not twist judgment” ('b"é;w: :
on the fifth, “You shall not recognize fa‘cesﬂ ({b{g-)/
on the sixth, “You shall not take a b(’be ('b}:. 2
When he was about to sit down, [the crier] told (l)rl?é
““Know before Whom you sit: before He thspseat
and the world came into being.” Beh}:n?i taedove
was a gold scepter on which perc het it barely
holding a gold crown in its mouth sog 21'12)-
touched [the king’s head] (Esther Rabba i

h in the
[ Solomon made himself a throne on eart
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image of the Throne of
chayos, galgalim, and ch
Blessed is He, engrave
animals and birds, the un
d man facing a demon
come, when the wolf sh
(Isaiah 11:6) . . . Solomon
three ways, each

Glory in heaven, [with]
erubim. The Holy One,
d in Solomon’s throne
clean facing the clean, and
to foreshadow times to
all dwell with the lampb
ascended to the throne
of which had six steps . .. A chair
stood at his right for his mother Bath-sheba. Two
armchairs faced [the throne], one for Nathan the
prophet and one for Gad the Seer. When the king
was about to decide a case, he would look at Gad
and Nathan. They would decide the case by
prophecy, and the king would agree with them by
wisdom (Beis Hamidrash 5:34)

[J When Solomon died, Shishak king of Egypt came
and took away [the throne]. Shishak is Pharaoh
[whose daughter Solomon had married]. He said, “I
am taking it as my daughter’s marriage settlement’”
(Esther Rabbah 1:12).

[ Pharaoh-necoh [lit., “crippled”’] sought to sit on
Solomon’s throne, but he was not familiar with its
workings. A lion struck him and maimed him
(Vayikra Rabbah 20:1).

[] Zerah the Cushite waged war against Pharaoh-
necoh and took [Solomon’s throne] from him. Asa
waged war against Zerah the Cushite and took.it
from him. Asa and all the kings of Judah sat upon it.
[Then] Nebuchadnezzar exiled it to Babylon. from
Babylon [it was taken] to Media, from Media t?
Greece, and from Greece to Edom [i.e., Rome]. R
Eleazar said: | saw its remains in Rome (Esther

Rabbah 1:12).
WRITINGS

[] When a poet composes an alphabetical acrostic,
metimes he finishes to tav [the last letter] and
= es not; but Solomon [completed]

sometimes he do (Shir

the alphabet and ad;jed five extra letters
2Shirim Rabbah 1:1:7).

g The whole world was never mqre Wort:yz”;\?rtﬁz

the day that Song of Songs was glven..Why.ho“est
iti holy, but [Song of Songs]is the ;

g0 ost exalted, and loftiest of songs

s bESt,ilmcontair1s reciprocal praises between

[(?egat;:\(; Israel. God] praises (Israel]: “You are
0
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lovely in deed and lovely in resolve” (Song of Songs
1:15), and [Israel] praises Him: “It is You Who are
lovely, my Beloved, so pleasant” (ibid. v. 16) (Shir
HaShirim Rabbah 1:1:10).

[ He spoke three thousand proverbs (I Kings 5:12).
This refers to the Book of Proverbs. His songs were
a thousand and five (ibid.). This refers to Song of
Songs. Divine Inspiration rested upon him and
he composed three books: Song of Songs first,
thereafter Proverbs, and finally Ecclesiastes . It is the
way of the world that when a person is a youth he
sings, when he grows up he says proverbs, and
when he becomes old he says [that the material
world is] futility (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:11; Eitz
Yosef).

[J He composed [these three books,] correspond-

ing to the three days during which the world used

the light of the Shechinah, [for] the luminaries had

not yet been created. Corresponding to these three
books, he merited three things that no one else
merited: Silver was not considered for anything in
Solomon’s days (I Kings 10:21); second, Solomon’s
wisdom exceeded the wisdom of all the children of
the east (ibid. 5:10); third, Solomon sat on the
throne of Hashem (I Chronicles 29:23) (Lekach Tov,
Shir HaShirim , ed. Wagschal, p. 6).

[JHe composed these three books close to his
death (Seder Olam Rabbah 15).

[JEvery Shlomo (nn5¥) mentioned in Song of
Songs is holy — [i.e., refers to God and means] He
to Whom Peace belongs (199 ni>¥nv) — except for

one: The thousand are yours, Shlomo (Song of Songs
8:12) (Shevuos 35b).

[ Solomon was inspired to compose Song of Songs
when he built the Temple and all the upper and
lower worlds were complete (Zohar 2:143a)

[J He composed three songs corresponding to the
three declines that he suffered. At first he had
reigned from one end of the world to the other. His
kingdom was reduced [until] he reigned only over
Israel. [Then it was further reduced until] he reigned
only over Jerusalem. [Finally] the Jerusalemites re-
belled against him, so that he reigned only over his

;u;r)\ bed [i.e., household] (Midrash Shir HaShirim
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[J He spoke three thousand proverbs (I Kings 5:12).
We find that Solomon prophesied only about eight
hundred verses. [The above verse] teaches that
each verse [he prophesied] had two or three mean-
ings (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 4:77).

[OWe find that only 915 verses were said by
[Solomon in the Book of Proverbs] (Shir HaShirim
Rabbah 1:11).

[J The prophecies of three prophets were ascribed
to [the prophets] themselves [rather than to God],
because they were words of rebuke: The words of
Koheleth (Ecclesiastes 1:1), The words of Amos
(Amos 1:1), The words of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:1)
(Koheleth Rabbah 1:2).

[J Why was Solomon called Koheleth? Because his
words were spoken in public assembly (b’hikahel)
(Koheleth Rabbah 1:2).

[ All of [Solomon'’s] deeds were in groups of three:
he enjoyed three ascents and suffered three de-
clines, saw three worlds [as king, commoner, and
again as king], committed three transgressions and
was attacked by three enemies, spoke of three
futilities and composed three songs, was called by
three names and wrote three books (Shir HaShirim
Rabbah 1:1:10).

[ The proverbs of Solomon, which the men of
Hezekiah king of Judah copied (Proverbs 25:1). They
did not copy, 3 nyn, but waited, »»mnon. At first they
said: Proverbs, Song of Songs, and Ecclesiastes must
be hidden, for they speak in parables and should
not be included in the Writings. So they arose and
hid them. [They remained hidden] until the Men of
the Great Assembly came and explained them (Avos
d’Rabbi Nosson 1:4).

[J The Sages sought to hide the Book of Ecclesi-
astes, for they found in it words that [seemingl?/]
tend toward blasphemy: Rejoice, young man, In
your childhood . . . follow the path of your heart and
the sight of your eyes (Ecclesiastes 11:9). As soon as
he said, But beware that for all these things God will
call you to account, they said, “Solomon spoke
well”” (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana 8:5).

[J Solomon mentioned futility seven times to corre-
spond to the Seven Days of Creation- Said Solomon,
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““What was created on the first day? Heaven and
earth. And what is their end? The heavens shall
vanish like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like
a garment’’ (Isaiah 51:6). [So] he said, “Futility!”
[And so it went with all six days.] “[What was
created on the sixth day?] Man. [And what is his
end?] For you are dust and to dust you will return”’
(Genesis 3:19). “And what was created on the
seventh? The Sabbath.” He investigated and could
not find a flaw. Then he went back and saw that
if a person transgressed it, he would lose his
life. [So] he said, ““This, too, is futile’”” (Shocher Tov
92:2).

(] Solomon said twenty-four prayers [consisting of
song, supplication, and prayer] when he brought

the Ark into the Holy of Holies (Berachos 29a,
Rashi).

[JTen people composed the Book of Psalms: . ..
David, Asaph, Solomon . .. (Shocher Tov 1:6).

WIVES

[J The Book of Deuteronomy ascended and pros-
trated itself before the Holy One, Blessed is He, and
said, ““Solomon wishes to uproot yud from me [i.e.,
he is transgressing the prohibition of acquiring
many wives, which begins with the letter yud: N5
N2 (Deuteronomy 17:17)]. The Holy One,
Blessed is He, replied, “’Solomon and a thousand
like him will cease, but not a word from you will
cease’’ (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 2:6).

[J Why did Solomon take a thousand wives? So that
he would beget a thousand sons a year, [making]
twenty thousand in twenty years. Then no one
would be able to overpower him (Batei Midrashos
2:451).

[ Solomon’s provision for one day . . . (I Kings 5:2).
Solomon had a thousand wives, each of whom
prepared this for him in her house, for she thought,
“Perhaps he will dine with me today”” (Bava Metzia
86b).

[J As long as [his teacher] Shimi son of Gera was
alive, Solomon did not wed Pharaoh’s daughter
(Berachos 8a).

[J Solomon married the daughter of Pharaoh-necoh
(Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:6:4).

———

SO
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LJWhen Solomon

m i ’
Gabriel descended frried Pharaoh's daughter,

and stuck a reed in the sea I
.t
gathered a bank around it, on which the great city of

Rome was built [which bec
ame a source of di
to Israel] (Shabbos 56b, Rashi) of distress

LI Solomon married the daughter of Pharaoh king of

Egypt (I Kings 3:1) [after] he had converted her
(Yevamos 76a).

[ Solomon did not [actually] marry her [she was
merely a concubine]; but because he loved her
exceedingly, the Scripture considers it as if he had
married her (Yevamos 76b).

[J He loved her more than all the others (Sifri Eikev
52).

(] King Solomon loved many foreign women (I Kings
11:1). R’ Shimon ben Yochai said: He took them as
concubines [without converting them] but not as
wives. R’ Yosi said: He made them beloved [by
God]; he drew them to the Torah and brought them
under the wings of the Shechinah [i.e., he converted
them and then married them] (Yerushalmi San-

hedrin 2:6).

SHORTCOMINGS

[] The reasons for two [precepts recorded in the]
Torah were revealed, and [as a result] a great man
stumbled over them. It is written, He shall not
have a multitude of wives so that his heart not turn
aside (Deuteronomy 17:17). Solomon said, “I will
have a multitude but I will not turn aside.” And it
is written, His wives turned his heart away (I
Kings 11:4). It is written, He shall not acquire a
multitude of horses so that he cause not the people
to return to Egypt for the purpose of acquiring
[them] (Deuteronomy 17:16). Said Solomon, “I will
acquire a multitude but I will not cause [the people]
to return [to Egypt, for I will find a different source
of horses].” And it is written, The horses that
Solomon had were brought out of Egypt (I Kings
10:28) (Sanhedrin 21b; Maharsha).

[/t came to pass when Solomon was old that his
wives turned away his heart (I Kings 11:4). It would
have been better for Solomon to clean sewers

than to have this verse written about him (Shemos
Rabbah 6:1).
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[JWhoever thinks that Solom.on s‘inned [cr)nie;Z;
ing idol worship (Maharsha)] is mllst.aken. s |ht f
written, Solomon did what was eY/I in the sight o

Hashem (I Kings 11:6)2 Since he falleq to protesF to
his wives [who sinned with regard to idol worship],
Scripture considers it as if he sinned (Shabbos 56b).

[J It would have been better for that righteous man
[Solomon] to be a servant [paid to draw water gnd
chop wood] for idols than to have written of him,
Solomon did what was evil in the sight of Hashem (I
Kings 11:6) [which appears to ascribe to Solomon
the actual performance of idol worship (Maharsha )]

(Shabbos 56b).

O Fear Hashem, O my son, and the king; and
meddle not with D (Proverbs 24:21) — with
those who say there is a second (V) god. The Holy
One, Blessed is He, was angry at Solomon when he
wrote this verse, [for He] said, “Is it proper to write
a matter of sanctification [of the Name] in hints?
[The foundation of faith should have been stated
explicitly, not with the word D, which cannot be
understood without explanation.”” Solomon] imme-
diately explicated: There is One; there is no other;
He has neither son nor brother (Ecclesiastes 4:7)
(Devarim Rabbah 2:33).

[J Hashem appeared to Solomon in a dream (I Kings
3:5) because [at that time] Solomon had not
achieved perfection. As soon as he did [achieve
perfection], Hashem gave Solomon wisdom (ibid.
5:9). Then Solomon [was given] wisdom directly
and had no need for dreams. After he sinned, he
needed dreams once again. Therefore, it is written,
Hashfem - - - who appeared to him twice (ibid. 11 29).
Was it not more than twice? Rather, it was through

a d-ream.twice, because his involvement with
foreign wives was a breach

of the sacred
(Zohar 1:150a), red covenant

dDBefore Solomon sinned, he ruled over the
€mons. After he sinned, he appointed  sixty

warriors to guard his bed for f - ;
HaShirim Rabbah 3 6.5) or tear of spirits (Shir

O When [the Sages] enumer
four commoners wh
Come, they wished
David came ang P

ated three kings and
0 have no share in the World to
toinclude Solomon [in the list].
rostrated himself before them.

5]
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Some say: A fire went forth from the Holy of Holjes
and burned their surroundings (Yerushalm; Sar.
hedrin 10:2).

[] David said before the Holy One, Blessed is He,
“I accept suffering upon myself, but as for
Solomon, Give ... Your righteousness to the
prince’’ (Psalms 72:1) (Shocher Tov 72:3).

BANISHED

[ Solomon suffered three declines. He had ruled
from one end of the world to the other. Then his
kingdom was diminished so that he ruled only over
Israel. The second decline was that his kingdom
was diminished until he ruled only over Jerusalem.
The third decline was that his kingship diminished
so that he ruled only over his house (Shir HaShirim
Rabbah 1:10).

[] The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to Solomon,
“What is this crown on your head? Descend from
My throne!”” At that moment an angel in the guise
of Solomon descended, ousted him from his
throne, and sat down in his place (Yerushalmi
Sanhedrin 2:6).

[JSolomon was dethroned for thirty-six days
(Mishnas R’ Eliezer 5).

[1Once, Solomon and Ashmedai [king of the
demons] were alone. Said [Solomon], “Itis writter.q’
He has toaphos re’em (Numbers 23:22) [to do His
bidding and to mete out punishments (Rashi). 9‘"
Sages] said: Toaphos are ministering angels; re’efm
are demons. [The angels are obviously greater tisah
us in many respects, but] in what way are you
greater than us?’ [Ashmedai] replied, “Remove
my chains and give me your ring and | will show
you my strength.” Ashmedai swallowed him,
placed one arm on heaven and one on earth, an
vomited him a distance of four hundred parasang®:
Of that time Solomon said, “This [alone] Wasqu)y
reward for all my endeavors” (Ecclesiastes 2'di5:
What is meant by this? Rav and Shmuel [ai
agreed]. One said his staff; and the other
his clothes. He went begging from d
and wherever he came he would say,
was king over Israel” (ibid. 1:12) (
Maharsha).

oor to door,
" Koheleth/
Gittin  68b;
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[]An angel in the guise of Solomon descended and
sat on his throne. Solomon went begging from door
to door. A woman would set before him 5 plate of
barley, hit him over the head with a cane, and say
“Is Solomon not sitting on his throne? Yet you say:
'I'am Solomon king of Israel’ " (Ruth Rabbah 5:6).

[J Two people who recognized [Solomon] encoun-
tered him. One of them prostrated himself before
him and said, “My lord the king, will you dine with
me today?” [Solomon] went with him. [The host]
slaughtered an ox and served him many delicacies.
[Then] he began to speak of his kingdom. “Do you
recall,”” he said, "“that you did thus and so when you
were a king?”" [Solomon] wept throughout the meal
until he arose, sated by his weeping. The next day
[the other] prostrated himself before [Solomon]
and said, My lord the king, will you dine with me
today?”” When they arrived, [the host] washed
[Solomon’s] hands and feet and served him a bit of
vegetables. Then the man began to comfort him,
saying, ““My lord the king, the Holy One, Blessed is
He, swore to your father that the kingship would
never cease from his seed. The Holy One, Blessed
is He, will return you to the throne.” Upon hearing
this, Solomon was calmed, and he was happy with
the meal. When he returned to his throne, he
wrote, Better is a dinner of herbs where there is love
than a fatted ox in which there is hatred (Proverbs
15:17) (Midrash Mishlei 15).

[J Solomon went begging from door to door, and
wherever he came he would say, I, Koheleth, was
king’” (Ecclesiastes 1:12). When Solomon came to
the Sanhedrin, the Sages said, “A madman .does'n?of
speak consistently of one matter. What is thl§.
[They decided to investigate whether the one sitting
on the throne was Solomon or a demon.] Th??f
asked Benaiah, ““Does the king summon ”you.
“No,” he replied. They sent to the queen_S,d ?%?Z
the king come to you?”” “Yes,” the)// reP"‘jj . S
Sages] sent back, “/Check his feet” [for emuHe
have feet like a chicken]. They sent back we
comes in socks. [Furthermore,] he comes whel his
are unclean, and even makes advances 10

: brought
mother Bath-sheba.”” [Thereupon] they s chain,

Solomon and returned to him his ring ancvl:' When
on which the Ineffable Name was engravet

S
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with sixty of Israe/’s mig
of fear in the nights (
68b).

hty encircling it . . . because
Song of Songs 3:7,8) (Gittin

ANECDOTES

D, It once happened that the king of Persia took ill.
His physicians told him that he had but one
recourse — if he would drink the milk of a lioness,
he would be cured. He sent emissaries [among
them a doctor] to King Solomon with a large sum of
money [asking that Solomon find a way to supply
him with lioness milk]. King Solomon sent Benaiah
ben Jehoiada with a retinue of servants and ten
goats. They approached the lion’s den, in which
there was a nursing lioness. On the first day,
Benaiah stood from afar and tossed her a goat,
which she consumed. On the second day, he drew
a bit closer and then threw her another goat. Each
day he came nearer and nearer before throwing her
a goat, until he was able to pet her and milk her. He
brought the milk to King Solomon, who gave it to
the emissaries of the Persian king and sent them on
their way.

On the return trip the doctor emissary had a
dream. He saw the organs of his body debating
with one another, each claiming credit for deliver-
ing the lioness milk. Finally the tongue said, “I am
better than any of you, for if not for speech [as a
means of communication], what would you“have
accomplished?” The others all retorted, H(}:w
fearless you are, to compare yourself to us. V?/ ()j/,
you do nothing”at al'I!” But the tongue replied,
" shall see!” _

TOdw,hZ:L:he doctor awoke and reached the kmg'i
“Here is dog’s milk (n372 22n) for you!

he said, enraged and ordered that the doctor

The king was

d. .
5 h?\r;\?:ile awaiting his sentence (o be carried out,

the doctor had another dream.] The longude S'E:I(tjht;

the other organs, “If | save you, \.Nl“ yo;J a'”rm

| am your sovereign?”’ They replied, eséakin o
[He awoke and] his tong.ue(began sp i T%]ey

his jailers: “Return us to the king's pr.zsg?vcve}; e

returned him to the king and he said, y
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you ordered that | be hanged? In my native language'
a lioness and a female dog are botl? called n2%3!
Drink and you will be cured.” The king dran.k and
was cured, and he freed the doctor. This is the
meaning of the verse Death and life are in the power
of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21) (Midrash Shocher Tov

39:2).

[JTwo men were once eating together. One of
them asked his companion to lend him an egg. The
other replied, “If you promise to return the egg to
me — along with all the fruits I would have derived
from this egg — at the time I decide to ask you to
return it, then | will lend you the egg.” And the
borrower consented to these terms.

After a long period, the lender came and de-
manded the return of his egg along with all the gen-
erations of chickens that would have hatched from
the eggs laid by the chicken that would have come
from this egg had it not been eaten; a large fortune,
indeed.

When the borrower refused to pay, for he
could not possibly pay such an exorbitant amount,
the two of them went before the tribunal of King
David. When the king heard the testimony of those
who had witnessed the original agreement, he de-
cided in favor of the lender.

When young Solomon heard this decision, he
wondered aloud, “Who in the world has ever seen
a b'aby chick hatch from a cooked egg? For it was a
boiled egg that he borrowed!” Upon hearing his
son’s wisdom, King David said to the borrower,
“Go and return only one egg to him!”

Regarding this did David write, For Solomon:
O God, give Your judgments to the king, but Your

rightepusness to the king’s son (Psalms 72:1) (Otzar
HaMidrashim 340)

U Three men were traveling together. As the Sab-
bath approached and they were not near any inn

they d?cided to take all their possessions and hidé
them In a safe place until after the Sabbath. That
night at around midnight, one of them arose' ath-
ered all. their possessions, and moved them ,tg an-
other hiding place. At the conclusion of the Sabbath
when the three men went together to reclaim their
?rOperty, accusations began flying. This one said

“You stole it!"” The other said, “You stole it This,

510/ ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES
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continued until they agreed to bring the case before
King Solomon.

The king heard their claims and ordered them
to appear before him the next day for his decision.
When they returned in the morning, he clever|
said, “You are all wise merchants and | therefore
would like to present you with a puzzle that has
been sent to me by a distant king. This is what the
king asked me:

“A boy and a girl [unrelated to each other]
were raised together. As they grew older, they be-
came very attached to one another until they each
swore that neither would marry without the other’s
consent. [Time passed and they became separated.]
Eventually, the girl became engaged, but before her
marriage date, she remembered her promise. What
did she do? She took silver and gold, went to her
friend of old, and said, ‘Take all of this and permit
me to marry my betrothed.” And he answered,
‘Since you have stood by your oath, | hereby grant
you permission to marry him — and I shall not ac-
cept any payment for doing so.” And the bride and
her party left in peace.”

King Solomon continued his story. “As they
were returning home, an aged highwayman robbed
their money and kidnapped the girl for his pur-
poses. He tried to force her to become his wife, but
she resisted. She pleaded with him and told him of
her promise and how she was absolved of it. Then
she added, ‘Now if this young man to whom I had
sworn was able to control his passion and release
me of my vow, then you, who are so much older
and should be fearful of the Day of Judgment,
should certainly control your passion and release
me to return in peace to my betrothed.” Upon hear-
ing these words the old robber lifted his eyes 1©
heaven, returned all that he had taken from her, and
sent her on her way.

“Now,"” asked King Solomon of the three trav-
elers, “the king of the distant land has asked me,
‘Which of the characters in the story was the anSt
noble?” Will you gentlemen please help me figure
out the proper answer?”’ e

One of the travelers began, ‘I would prais€ ; "]
lass who kept her promise.” The second Sald/h r
would praise the lad who released her from hee
vow.” And the third one said, “/I would prais¢ :
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old bandit who not only released the
returned the money to her.”

Then King Solomon said to the third man, “f
even when it was not lying before you, the money in,
the story was foremost in your thoughts, then cer-
tainly the money which you had within your grasp
was foremost in your thoughts. | accuse you of
stealing your traveling companions’ possessions.’
And the crooked one was forced to confess and
admit his guilt (Midrash Aseres HaDibros 8).

girl, but even

[]See also Benaiahu son of Jehoiada

1M%%Y — Salmon

[Great-grandfather of David] (Ruth 4:21)

[ ] Salmon, Tov, and Elimelech were brothers (Ruth
Rabbah 6:3).

[J Salmon was among those who entered the Land
[of Israel]. He died after Joshua (Seder Olam Rabbah
12).

[ ] Elimelech, Salmon, Ploni Almoni, and Naomi’s
father were all sons of Nahshon son of Aminadab
(Bava Basra 91a).

PTYINY 13 ONNYYW — Shelumiel son of
Zurishadai
[Prince of the tribe of Simeon] (Numbers 1:6)

[J He had five names: Zimri (ibid. 25:14); son of
Salu (ibid.); Saul (Genesis 46:10); son of the
Canaanite woman (ibid.); and Shelumiel son of Zur-
ishadai (Sanhedrin 82b).

(D1t is a discredit to Saul and his mother [Dinah,
who is called] “the Canaanite woman” (Genesis
46:10), that from her issued Shelumiel son of Zur-
ishadai who committed the [heinous] act [ofbrfiz?n
immorality with the Midianite woman] in Sh'Fth
[see Numbers 25) (Midrash HaGadol, Bereisnis
46:10).

137 n3 mnow — Shelomith daughter of

Dibri  (Leviticus 24:11)

. el were
[ Because of four merits, the people of Isra

redeemed from Egypt. [One merit W-ZS i:iit]Scl::;y
did not behave immorally. Only one oI ten, The

: it is writ
ture made her identity known, as itis W
name of his mother was Shel

omith daughter of Dibri
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of the Tripe of Dan (ibid.

lindicates that] she was
“Shalom” [in

). [The word] Shelomith
G ta chatterbox [who] said
. INgl to everyone i

10 an immoral act (£jt, Yosef)];rydaugf[ftlgrd otthDsili(reid
that she brought pestilence [dever] upon her sonf
of the' Tribe of Dan, that [by her son’s imprope;
behavior, he brought] disgrace to himself, his

3r)nzother, his family, and his Tribe (Vayikra Rabbah
SOt

[ Egyptian taskmasters were in charge of Israelite
overseers. One taskmaster entered an overseer’s
house and said, “Go assemble your people.” When
the overseer had left, the taskmaster entered and
sinned with Shelomith, the overseer’s wife
(Tanchuma, end of Emor).

[JWhen her husband returned home, he sensed
what had transpired and separated from his wife.
He took another wife and [from this marriage, the
son of the Israelite woman (Leviticus 24:11)] was
born (Zohar 3:106a).

N1 13 oW — Shem son of Noah
- (Genesis 5:32)

CHRONOLOGY / PERSONALITY / SERVES GOD / THE ARK

CHRONOLOGY

[] There were seven men whose lives spanned the
entire history of mankind: Methuselah saw Adam;
Shem saw Methuselah, Jacob saw Shem; Amrfam
saw Jacob; Ahijah the Shilonite saw Amram; Elijah
saw Ahijah; and Elijah is still alive (Bava Basra 121b).

[] Shem served Methuselah for ninety-eight years

(Seder Olam Rabbah 1). |
[]Shem lived until 110 years of.lsaact’s life had
(Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 11:11).

Japheth are mentioned [in the
f their wisdom rather than age

passed
[] Shem, Ham, and
Torah] in the order 0
(Sanhedrin 69b)

[] Shem was born circumcised (Avos d’Rabbi Nos-

son 2:5).

PERSONALITY
ived in the generation of the

Shem, Eber, Noah, and Abrg-
ham hid themselves [in

[] Four pious men I
Dispersion (M9on):
hani). Shem, Eber, and Abra
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order not to be influenced by the wicked]. Ashur
[son of Shem, however,] separated from [fhe
wicked] and went to another city (Yelamdeinu,

Batei Midrashos 149).

[J Shem son of Noah prophesied for four hundre.d
years to all the idolaters, but they did not heed [his
words] (Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu Rabbah 24).

[JShem protested to his children and grandchil-
dren. He said, “Whom do you wish to oppose?
He Who created [all] heavenly and earthly beings¢”
No one heeded his words except for Ashur [his
son] who arose and left (Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer
8).

[ [Said Abraham,] “When the nations of the world
sought to stray from the ways of the Holy One,
Blessed is He, He gave them two great men of
Father’s family, Shem and Eber, to rebuke them”
(Bereishis Rabbah 52:11, Eitz Yoseph).

[JAbraham strengthened Shem in precepts and
good deeds (Bereishis Rabbah 44:7).

[JAbraham and Shem were outstanding in the
world. They feared (Isaiah 41:5) one another.
Abraham feared that Shem resented him for slaying
his descendants, while Shem feared that Abraham
resented him for begetting wicked offspring. They
drew near and came (ibid.). They approached one
another [and became beloved friends] . .. [Shem]
helped [Abraham by giving him] blessings, and
[Abraham] helped [Shem by giving him] gifts
(Bereishis Rabbah 44:7)

[J Abraham sent for Shem son of Noah, who [came

anfi] circumcised him and his son Ishmael (Yalkut
Shimoni, Bereishis 80)

I;I Shem and Eber were walking before [Abraham’s]
bier. Upon seeing an empty place [beside Sarah'’s
grave], they buried him in [that] spot, [which] had
been destined for him (Bereishis Rabbah 62:3).

[0 Shem and Japheth took a garment (
9':2.3). Shem initiated the good deed, and
[Jome(?] 'him ... They saw not their father’s naked-
ness (ibid.). They placed their hands over their
faces, [thereby] treating [Noah] with the respect

and awe of ; S
S of sons for their father (Bereishis Rabbah

Genesis
Japheth
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(] They walked backwards (Genesis 9:23) twice —
while entering and while turning [to cover him]
(Lekach Tov, Bereishis 9:23).

[ Under his glory there shall be kindled a burning
like the burning of fire (Isaiah 10:16). A per%on"g
glory is his garment. [The angel] burned the bodies
[of Sennacherib’s host] from within while Iedving
their garments intact. Said the Holy One, Blessed is
He, ““1 owe it to their forebear, Shem, for he and
Japheth took their garments and covered their
father's nakedness.” Therefore the Holy One,
Blessed is He, told Michael, ““Leave their garments
intact; burn [only] their souls” (Shemos Rabbah
18:5).

[(JIn all the land . . . two parts shall be cut off and
die, but the third shall be left in it (Zechariah 13:8)
— the third [son] of Shem [i.e., Arpachshad, from
whom Israel descended] (Sanhedrin 111a).

SERVES GOD

[J When Noah emerged from the Ark, a lion struck
and maimed him so that he was not fit to sacrifice.
His son Shem sacrificed in his place (Vayikra
Rabbah 20:1).

[OAdam was the world’s firstborn. When he
offered his sacrifice, he wore the garments of the
high priesthood, and [thereafter] the firstborn used
them [in the service of God]. When Adam died,
they passed to Seth. From Seth they passed to
Methuselah, and from Methuselah to Noah. From
Noah they passed to Shem (Bamidbar Rabbah 4:8).

[ The Holy One, Blessed is He, sought to bring
forth the priesthood from Shem. But since [Shem]
blessed Abraham before blessing the Omnipresent,
He brought it forth from Abraham [instead]
(Nedarim 32b).

[JShem was a high priest, and he had the
advantage of honor and blessing over his brothers
(Zohar 1:117a).

[J His brother Japheth learned Torah from him in
his academy until Abraham came. How did Shem
know Torah? Adam knew the Torah, and he passed
[this knowledge] down to his son Seth. Then it
came to Enoch, and finally to Shem (Zohar
Chadash, Noach 22b).
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[J Divine Inspiration appeared in three
the law courts of Shem, Samuel of Ra
Solomon (Makkos 23b).

places: in
mah, and

[1[The prohibition against] Promiscuity was insti-
tuted in Shem’s court of law. [Thus, when] Judah
was told, "‘[Tamar] has committed harlotry,” Judah
said, "Take her out and let her be burned’’
38:24) (Avodah Zarah 36b).

(Genesis

[JAngels from heaven took Isaac [after the Akei-
dah] and brought him to the academy of the great
Shem, where he remained for three years (Targum
Yonasan, Bereishis 22:19).

[J [Rebecca] went to inquire of Hashem (Bereishis
25:22). She went to the academy of the great Shem
to beseech God for mercy (Targum Yonasan)

[JHashem said to [Rebecca] (Genesis 25:23) [the
prophecy concerning the two children in her
womb] through Shem son of Noah (Bereishis
Rabbah 63:7).

THE ARK

[ Eliezer asked the great Shem, “How did you
manage in the Ark?” [Shem] replied, “We had
much distress; creatures that eat by day we fed by
day; those that eat by night we fed by night ...”
The great Shem asked Eliezer, “/And how did you
manage when the kings of the east and west
attacked you?”” (Sanhedrin 108b).

[] See also Noah

My 13 7anw — Shamgar son of Anath
[Fourth judge of Israel] (Judges 3:31)
U [Shamgar judged Israel] in the end of the days of

Ehud, when the episode with Eglon took place
(Seder Olam Rabbah 12).

'78-1?3\?' — Samuel (1 Samuel 1:20)

: D
PERSONALITY / WITH ELI / PROPHET / TEACHER ANH
T
JUDGE / SAMUEL AND SAUL/ OLD AGE AND DEA

PERSONALITY

[l[Hannah prayed,] “Give to
manchild” (o yi — lit,
Samuel 1:11): a man [distinguished]
Shmuel said: A son who will anoint two men,

your handmaid a
seed of men) (/

among men-
Saul

SAMUEL / S81m1

and. David. R’ Yochanan said:
equivalent to twq
Sages said: [

. short [so as not to attract
evil eye (Rashi)] (Berachos 31b). e

O Before Eli’s sun set, the sun of Samuel of Ramah
had risen (Kiddushin 72b).

DA Heavenly Voice rang throughout the world,
saying, “A righteous man named Samuel is about
to rise.” [Thereafter,] every woman who gave birth
10 a son called him Samuel, but when the people
saw his deeds, they would say, “This is not
Samuel.” After this [Samuel] was born and they
saw his deeds, they said, “It seems he is the one””
(Yalkut Shimoni, Shmuel 78).

[ Samuel was born circumcised (Avos d’Rabbi
Nosson 2:5).

[JWhy was Pethuel so called? Because he curled
(Mnamn) his hair like a maiden [as a Nazirite, he was
forbidden to cut it]. Another one said: Because he
persuaded God (985 nna) with his prayer. He was
Samuel of Ramah (Shocher Tov 80:1).

(] The eight princes among men (Micah 5:4) are
Jesse, Saul, Samuel, Amos, Zephaniah, Zedekiah,
Elijah, and the Messiah (Sukkah 52b).

[] Samuel was a Nazirite (Nazir 66a).

[] The righteous Samuel feared the judgment [of
the World to Come] (Chagigah 4b).

[] Give to a wise person, and he will be yet vyiser
(Proverbs 9:9). This refers to Ruth the Moab|lt/esfs
and Samuel of Ramah. Eli said to Samuel, “Lie
the unidentified voice] calls you, say,
‘Speak, Hashem, for Your servant hears” " (I Sarr;;);er/
3:9). But [when] Hashem . .. ca/led as at 2 fgr
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Samuel said, Spetan,/iser
Your servant hears” (ibid. v. 10). [He was ye e
for] he did not say, “Speak, Hashem G[”:j(;?eash,’)]
unidentified voice did not come from Go

(Shabbos 113b).

[] Samuel called himself
Holy One, Blessed is He,
title] (Sifri Va’eschanan 27).

down, and if [

a servant [of God], but the
did not call him [by that

[] Samuel was very wealthy (Yalkut Shimoni,
a

Shmuel 111).
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[] What is written of Samuel is greater than wh.at is
written of Moses. Of our teacher Moses It IS
written, | did not take the donkey of any of th(?m
(Numbers 16:5) [against the owner’s WI!I (Rash/.)],
even with payment. Samuel, however, .dl'd not hire
it even with the [owner’s] consent, as it is written,
You have neither oppressed us nor taken from us
with our consent (/ Samuel 12:4) [i.e., you did not
hire our animals by force or with our consent

(Rashi)] (Nedarim 38a).

[JMoses and Samuel are equal. What is the
difference between them? Moses came to the
Holy One, Blessed is He, to hear the Divine
communication; whereas the Holy One, Blessed is
He, came to Samuel. Said the Holy One, Blessed is
He, “Let Moses, who sits in one place to judge
Israel, come to Me. But [as for] Samuel, who goes
to the people of Israel in their towns to judge them,
I will go and speak with him”" (Shemos Rabbah
16:4).

[JIn every generation there is someone like Sa-
muel (Bereishis Rabbah 56:7).

[JOne who does not wish to accept assistance
[from others] need not do so [and this is not
considered to be arrogant behavior (Rashi)], like
Samuel of Ramah, of whom it is written, His house
was there (I Samuel 7:17) [there refers to all the
places he visited (Rashi)]. Wherever he went, he
took along his house [i.e, a tent and all his
housewares (ibid.)] (Berachos 10b)

QSamuel took nothing from the community. He
dld. not even drink from the public reservoir
(Midrash HaGadol, Bamidbar 1 6:15)

O Samuel said to all of Israel, “. . . whose ox have |
talfen, or whose donkey have | taken? (I' Samuel
12:1-3). When | sacrificed an ox on [your] behalf
:[and I was prayjng for [you] or anointing a king for
I)gu;, itwas mine; | did not take [yours]. And when

ade the rounds to judge [your] cases and tend to

[your] needs, | took
Rabbah 18:10), o0k my own donkey” (Bamidbar

WITH EL

t go up (I Samuel 1:22)
exceedmgly delicate, an

O Hannah did ne
that Samuel was . She saw

d she was
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afraid to subject him to a tiring journey [to the
Tabernacle at Shiloh] (Chagigah 6a).

[J The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel had lain down to sleep in the Temple of
Hashem (I Samuel 3:3). How could that be, when
no one but kings of the House of David were
permitted to sit in the Temple courtyard? Rather,
[the verse is to be understood as follows]: The lamp
of God had not yet gone out in the Temple of
Hashem, and Samuel had lain down to sleep in his
place (Kiddushin 78b).

[(J Samuel had lain down to sleep in the Temple (I
Samuel 3:3). Samuel had lain down in the Levite
courtyard; and the voice was heard emanating
from the Temple of Hashem (Targum, | Samuel
3:5):

[ They slaughtered the bullock, and they brought
the child to Eli (I Samuel 1:25). Eli had told them to
call a priest to slaughter [the bullock]. When
Samuel saw them looking for a priest, he said to
them, “The slaughter [of a sacrifice] may be
performed by a commoner.”” They brought him to
Eli. “What you have said is correct,” said Eli, “but
he who renders a halachic ruling in the presence of
his teacher incurs the death penalty.” Hannah
came and pleaded with [Eli]. “’Let me punish him,”
said [Eli]. “Then | will pray [for you], and you will
be given a [son] who is greater than he.” She
replied, ““For this child I prayed [i.e., this child is
especially precious to me, having been born as 4
result of my prayers”” (Maharsha)] (I Samuel 1:27
(Berachos 31b).

).

PROPHET

[ After the first prophets died, the Urim VeTum.’mt
ceased functioning who were the ﬁrsh
prophets? David, Samuel, and Solomon (Sota
48a,b).

[J All the prophets were wealthy, as W
[the case of] Samuel (Nedarim 382). o
|

[J Even Samuel, the head of all the _prOphEteSrll he
not know what he was prophesying \Aé.18),
prophesied (Yalkut HaMechiri, Yeshayahu ©:

' se€l
O [Saul and his servant asked,] ’Shthlg, he is
[Samuel] here?” They said, “He is (¥2); benoics

e know from




'\ i
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before you"" (I Samuel 9:11,12

? ). They were saying,
Do you not see a cloud hovering over hjs

courtyard?”” [The expression ¥ refers to a cloud
[representing God’s Presence], as it is written
Sometimes (¥)) the cloud was on the Tabernacle a

few days (Numbers 9:20) (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana
4:154).

L] All the [other] prophets prophesied [only] during
their lifetimes. Samuel prophesied in his lifetime
and after his death [see | Samuel 28:19] (Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer 33).

[1When the people of Israel saw the cloud
suspended between heaven and earth, they knew
that [God] was speaking with Moses. So it was also
with Samuel (Sifri Zuta, Bamidbar 12:5).

L] Although Samuel was a prophet, he did not
know [anything concerning the future] until the
Holy One, Blessed is He, revealed it to him
(Shocher Tov 119:9).

TEACHER AND JUDGE

[J[The people of Israel] asked for a king in the
tenth year of [the leadership of] Samuel of Ramah
(Nazir 5a).

[1He bore the burden of Israel only ten years
(Bamidbar Rabbah 3:8).

[J Samuel wrote his Book [i.e., Samuel], and in
addition Judges and Ruth. [The Book of Samuel]
was completed by Gad the Seer and Nathan the
prophet (Bava Basra 14b, 15a).

[ [The verse of Hallel] “This is the day Hashem has
made”” (Psalms 118:24) was said by Samuel [con-
cerning the day he anointed David as king of Israel
(Maharsha)] (Pesachim 119a).

(] [The verse of Hallel] “Bind the fe'stiva/ offerinegI
with cords”’ (Psalms 118:27) was said by Samu
(Pesachim 119a).

(] Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered /It7c’1.59 )a
whole burnt offering to Hashem (I Samue 'Sa:
Three prohibitions were permittgd concerning 23
muel’s lamb: it was not skinned; it was very yzuln%/i
and he was [a Levite and] not a priest e
Megillah 1:12).

(] Samuel donned the

garment of all [srael [j.
pleaded their case as i B

f he were “in their shoes’”
i oes’’],
He said, “Master of the Universe, You punish men

only for saying before You, ‘I did not sin.” But these
[people] are saying before You, ‘We have sinned” "’
(' Samuel 7:6) (Yerushalmi Ta‘anis 2:7)

QSamue/ hewed Agag [king of the Amalekites] in
preces (I Samuel 15:33). What did he do to him? He
cut his flesh into olive-sized pieces, which he then
fed to ostriches. Our Sages said: He set up four

poles and stretched [Agag] over them (Pesikta
d'Rav Kahana 3:90).

[JSamuel hewed Agag (I Samuel 15:33). He cas-
trated him. “Is this how princes are executed?”’
asked Agag. Samuel replied, “As your sword has
made women childless, so shall your mother be
childless” (ibid.) (Pesikta Rabbasi 12:87).

[ Hashem said [to Samuel], ““Arise, anoint [David],
for he is the one” (I Samuel 16:12). Rebukingly,
[God] said to [Samuel], “Rise before [David]! My
anointed one is standing, and you sit!”" (Midrash
HaGadol, Devarim 1:17).

[] [David] was ruddy, with beautiful eyes (I Samuel
16:12). When Samuel saw that David was ruddy, he
was frightened, for he thought, ““[David] is a killer
like Esau!”’ [But] the Holy One, Blessed is He, said,
“With beautiful eyes. Esau kills on his own volition,
but [David] kills [his foes only] upon the advi;e of
the Sanhedrin [the eyes of the congregation”
(Numbers 15:24)] (Bereishis Rabbah 63:8).

i I [containing the plans
[] Samuel gave David a scro '
for the construction of the Temple] (Yerushalmi

Megillah 1:1). |
[ ' | and Samuel ex-
Children in the days of Saul an
%untlied the Torah and gave forty-nine reasons :or
Seclaring something to be pure, and fort.y-nme or
declaring it to be impure (Shocher Tov 7:7).

i | went throughout all the
The righteous Samué . .
I[s]raeliete gtowns to judge [the people] in  their

[respective] towns (Shabbos 56a).

forgotten during the
thousand laws were ;
DT'hEieeof mourning for Moses. [The ﬁet(;f:; :)O

erloI said to Joshua, “Ask [God to teac gl
Isra]e’]' He replied, i is not in the hea
you].
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(Deuteronomy 30:12). They said to Samuel, ““Ask.”
He replied, “It is written, These are the precepts
(Numbers 36:13) — henceforth [i.e., since the
giving of the Torah], a prophet is not allowed to
introduce anything new”” (Temurah 16a).

[ Divine Inspiration appeared in three places: in
the law courts of Shem, Samuel of Ramah, and

Solomon (Makkos 23b).

] Amassa fastened his sword like an Ishmaelite
and said, “Whoever does not accept this halachah
will be pierced by the sword. Thus have I received
a tradition from the court of Samuel of Ramah: An
Amonite but not an Amonitess, a Moabite but not a
Moabitess [are forbidden to enter the congregation
of God.” Hence David, a descendant of Ruth the
Moabitess, was permitted] (Yevamos 77a).

(] Saul told Abner, ““Go ask Samuel and his court
about the law that has escaped you [regarding the
status of a Moabitess.”” Abner] came before Samuel
and his court . . . (Ruth Rabbah 4:9).

[J[David did not ask God whether fighting the
Philistines] was permitted or forbidden [on the
Sabbath (Rashi)], for the court of Samuel of Ramah
existed [to clarify such questions], but rather [he
asked] whether or not he would win (Eiruvin 45a).

[J Samuel protested to the army. They worshiped
idols, went to battle, and fell: then they came and
asked, “Why were we defeated today?”’ He replied,
“You do evil deeds, and then you complain against

the Holy One, Blessed is He!” (Mishnas Rabbi
Eliezer 8).

DMoses_established for Israel eight [priestly]
watches [in the Temple]: four from Eleazar and four

from Ithamar. Samuel came and instituted sixteen
(Ta’anis 27a).

Who made [the instruments] for [the Levites]?
Samuel and David, They divided the instrumen

: ts
among the Levites (Bamidbar Rabbah 15:11)

SAMUEL AND SAUL

0] Samuel ruled for ten
r years alone, and one
together with Saul (Temurah 15a). i

[J What caused Saul to reside in Gibeah for two and
a half years [as king and not die immediately

516 / ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES
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(Maharsha)]? The prayer of Samuel of Ramah
(Ta’anis 5b).

[][David] and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth
(nM) in Ramah (I Samuel 19:18). What is the
connection between Naioth and Ramah? Rather,
they dwelt in Ramah and occupied themselves with
the beauty (%) of the world [i.e., to determine from
the Torah the most appropriate place for the
Temple (Rashi)] (Zevachim 54b).

[J [Saul] took hold of the edge of [Samuel’s] robe,
and it tore. Then Samuel said to him, ““Hashem has
torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has
given it to a neighbor of yours who is better than
you” (I Samuel 15:28). Saul asked, "And who is this
neighbor who is better than | who will reign in my
place?”” ““I will give you a hint,” replied [Samuel].
““He who tears your robe will take away your
kingdom” [i.e., David; see ibid. 24:5] (Shocher Tov
57:3).

[JThe woman necromancer (23 nya) conjured
up Samuel through sorcery within twelve months
of his death (Shabbos 152b).

[J He is covered with a robe (I Samuel 28:14). In this
robe he grew up, in it he was buried, and in it he
rose from his grave [when he spoke to Saul] (Yalkut
Shimoni, Shmuel 139).

(0“1 saw godlike beings coming up”’ (I Samuel
28:13). Samuel brought Moses along. He said to
Moses, “If, heaven forbid, they are summoning me
to judgment, come up with me, for there is nothing
you wrote in the Torah that 1 did not fulfill”
(Chagigah 4b).

(] Samuel said to Saul, “Why did you disturb me
MMIN)? (I Samuel 28:15). Did you have to anger
your Creator through me, by making me your
deity? Furthermore, | thought it was the Day O_f
Judgment, and I was frightened”’ (Yerushalmi Chagi-
gah 2:1).

O] “Hashem has torn the kingdom out of your hanOl'
and given it to your neighbor, David”" (I S
28:17). [Saul said to Samuel,] ““When you were W'th
us [in This World] you told me, ‘And [He] has ghven
it to a neighbor who is better than you [and,y9du
refrained from mentioning him by name]’ (.Ibl,/'/
15:28). Now you say, ‘To your neighbor pavic
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Samuel replied, “When | was with you in the world
of falsehood, I told you false words, [and I did not
specify David] because | feared you would kil
me. But now that I am here in the world of truth,

you will hear only the truth from me’” (Tanchuma
Emor 2).

OLD AGE AND DEATH

[] [Death between the ages of] fifty and sixty is
death by excision (n1). Why, then, does the
Gemara not recognize it [in its discussion of death]?
Out of respect for Samuel [who died at the age of
fifty-two] (Moed Katan 28a).

11t came to pass, when Samuel was old (I Samuel
8:1) He was only fifty-two but had aged prema-
turely (Ta‘anis 5b).

[]“Master of the Universe,” [Samuel] said, ““you
have set me equal to Moses and Aaron. Just as
the work of Moses and Aaron [i.e., their disciple
Joshua (Rashi)] was not undone during their
lifetimes, so let the work of my hands [Saul,
whom | anointed,] not be undone during my
lifetime.” Said the Holy One, Blessed is He,
“Shall Saul die? Samuel does not allow it. Shall
Samuel die? Because he is young, people will
murmur about him [thinking that he died early as
punishment for his sins].”” Said the Holy One,
Blessed is He, /I will cause him to age prema-
turely” (Ta’anis 5b).

[JHe made his sons judges over Israel (I Samuel
8:1). They were righteous at first, but after he
appointed them judges, they changed for the worse
(Midrash Shir HaShirim, ed. Buber, 13).

[J Samuel’s sons asked for their [Levite] portions
outright (Chullin 133a).

[J Samuel aged [prematurely] becguse of the trou-
ble with his sons (Aggadas Bereishis 41).

[ Samuel did not rebuke the people of Israel unti
he was near death (Sifri Devarim 2).

[J Samuel died on the twenty-eighth of lyar
Megillas Ta’anis).

[J Samuel died four months before Saul
Olam Rabbah 13).

’ de-
[JWhen Samuel of Ramah died, Nob was

(end of

(Seder

SIMEON / 11ymyw

strO)‘/ed [by Saul] and [the Tab
to Gibeon (Zevachim 118b).

[ Ten days later Hashem Smote Nabal, and he djed
(' Samuel 25:38). The Holy One, Bl/essed is :e
suspended his punishment during the seven da s
of mourning for Samuel, so that the mourning er
[Nabgl] would not be mixed with the mourning for
the righteous [Samuel]. He lived an additional three

dqys, and then he died of a plague (Yerushalmi
Bikkurim 2:1),

ernacle was] moved

12’0 13 PRY — Shamir son of Micah

(I Chronicles 24:24)
[JThese Mishnahs [not found in our Mishnah]
were written by five very righteous men: Shamir the
Levite, Hezekiah, Zedekiah, Haggai the prophet,
and Zechariah son of Ido the prophet. [In addition,]
they hid the vessels of the Temple and the treasures
of Jerusalem (Rav Pe’alim 16).

(] [Alist of] these sacred vessels, and the vessels of
the Temple that were in Jerusalem and elsewhere,
were inscribed by Shamir the Levite and his colleag-
ues on a bronze tablet (Mishnayos, Rav Pe’alim 16).

[JOne hundred thirty Levites were slain, and a
hundred escaped with Shamir the Levite and his
colleagues, and they hid the five hundred thousand
bowls of pure gold . . . All these they hid in a tower
in the land of Babylon in the city of Baghdad . .. and
in Segul Habar (Mishnayos, Rav Pe’alim 17).

1iyny — Simeon
.[Son of Jacob and Leah]

-eighth of Teves.
He was born on the twenty-eighth
Ee died at the age of 120 (Yalkut Shimoni, Shemos

162).

[]Simeon and Le
Mazada. The city

(Genesis 29:33)

vi were buried in the city of
was given to the children of

e
Simeon as an inheritance, and the op;}s.r;d sepnai)f
surrounding the city [was given] to the childr

f Yehoshua).
i (Sefer HaYashar, end 0 '
S each took his sword (Genesis

[ Simeon and Levi . old at the time

34:25). They weré thirteen years
(Bereishis Rabbah 80:10). aus L
iste
2 id he treat our SISt€r TTE il
% Shs(;:34-31) simeon and LeVi said, “Letitn
(Gene :31).
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SIMEON / 11ynRv

said that uncircumcised idolaters viqlated_ Jalcob’s
daughter, but rather that uncircumcised idolaters
were slain over Jacob’s daughter. And let Shechem
not sneer at us’’ (Targum Yonasan 34:31).

[J Simeon and Levi slew all the men of Tappuah

(Sefer HaYashar, Vayishlach )8

[JAnd they said one man to his brother (Genesis
42:21). [This refers to] Simeon and Levi, who were
“brothers” in conspiracy (Targum Yonasan,
Bereishis 37:19).

[ They cast [Joseph] into the pit (Genesis 37:24).
That was [done by] Simeon. And when was he
punished for it? [Joseph] took Simeon ... and
imprisoned him (ibid. 42:24) (Bereishis Rabbah
84:16).

[J After Joseph was placed in the pit, Simeon gave
orders, and they threw big rocks [on Joseph] in
order to kill him (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Vayeishev
13).

[ Joseph] took Simeon from them and impris-
oned him before their eyes (Genesis 42:24), be-
cause it was he who had pushed [Joseph] into
the pit. [Moreover, by so doing, Joseph] was
separating [Simeon] from Levi so that [the two of
them] would not conspire against him. Simeon
said to his brothers [who were about to return
home without him], “This is what you did to
Joseph, and this is what you wish to do to me!l”
“What can we do?” they replied. “Shall members
of. our households die of starvation?”” “Do as you
yv!sh,” he said. “Now I shall see who will put me in
jail” When the warriors approached him, he
shouted at them, [whereupon] they fell on ltheir
faces and their teeth broke. Then [Joseph] ordered
Manasseh, who was sitting before him, “Arise!”
Manasseh immediately rose, and with, 5
blow put [Simeon] in
(Bereishis Rabbah 91 :6).

. a single
Prison and chained him

[JAs soon as [the brothers] had left

bathed and anointed | Uoseph] fed,

Simeon] (ibid. 91.g)
“If Simeon and Levj
no king or ruler will he able to witc

will separate them wjth;
within &
(Targum Yonasan), e

amp together,
hstand them, |
(Genesis 49:7)
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SHIMI SON OF GERA / 873 13 sy

[] Reuben, Simeon, and Levi ruled the Israelites in
Egypt. After Reuben died, the leadership was given
to Simeon; after Simeon died, it was given to Levi
After Levi died, they sought to give the lOadership'
to Judah, [but] a Heavenly Voice said, “Put aside
[Judah'’s sovereignty] until its time comes’” (Bami.-
bar Rabbah 13:8).

[ [The Tribe of] Simeon produced neither judge
nor king because of [Zimri's] sin of immorality
(Yalkut Shimoni, Shoftim 42).

717 *n8 'YNYW — Shimi brother of David
(Il Samuel 21:21)

[JR’ Chiya descended from Shimi the brother of
David (Kesubos 62b).

N3 12 'ynY — Shimi son of Gera
[Teacher of Solomon, supporter of Absalom]
(Il Samuel 16:5)

[J As long as [his teacher] Shimi son of Gera was
alive, Solomon did not marry Pharaoh’s daughter
(Berachos 8a).

[J Shimi’s wife saved two righteous men, Ahimaaz
and Jonathan, from death when Absalom’s servants
pursued them (Midrash Shmuel, ed. Buber, 32:4).
[J Shimi came to David and said, “/Just as Joseph’s
brothers treated him badly, yet he treated them
well, so too, though I treated you badly, [please]
treat me well”” (Yalkut Shimoni, Shmuel 151).

OShimi told David, “All [the people] of lsrae!
treated you badly, and | outdid them all. Now all
the people of Israel are waiting to see whether you
will treat me kindly. If you accept me, all the peOPIS
of Israel will come and be reconciliated with you
(Shocher Tov 3:3).

(1 “Behold, with you is Shimi son of Gera™ ¥ %'
2:8). What is meant by with you? He is with }:/Zr
constantly, for [Shimi] was [Solomon’s] teac m-
[Solomon told [Shimil, “‘Build yourself a ho4*®

7 (I Kings

0

Jerusalem”’ (ibid. v. 38), so that Torah WOU‘I: %n
forth from [Shimi] through the land, [and, bel g

oouto

charge of Torah education,] he would not g
Jerusalem (Zohar 2:107b). I
ous curse

O “He cursed me [David] with a grieV nslaté
Kings 2:8). The word nyyp [here [

(!
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grievous ] is an acronym of adulterer (M), Moabite
(2xm), murderer (nyyv), Oppressor (7173), abomi.-
nation (Myn) (Shabbos 105a)

[] David did not execute Shimi [who had incurred

the death penalty (Rashi)], and [Shimi] lived to

beget the ancestor of Mordecai, who provoked
Haman (Megillah 13a).

[]See Solomon — wispom

MYRY — Shemaiah (I Chronicles 24:6)
[][Moses was called] Shemaiah, for God heard
(yov) his prayers (Vayikra Rabbah 1:3).

[ 1See Moses

27 12 'YNY — Shemaiah son of Delaiah

(Nehemiah 6:10)
[J Shemaiah son of Delaiah advised Nehemiah to
sleep in the Temple. His name was therefore
changed to Noadiah, as in Who congregate

(noadim) against Hashem (Numbers 16:11) (Batei
Midrashos 2:66).

N°332 YN — Shemaiah the prophet
. (I Kings 12:22)

[JHur and Baasa slew the prophet Shemaiah
(Midrash Aggadah, Bamidbar 30:15).

1MYnNY — Samson
[Judge of Israel]
PERSONALITY / STRENGTH / FIGHTS THE PHILISTINES

(Judges 13:24)

PERSONALITY

(] Sun and shield is Hashem (Psalms 84:12) Sam-
son’s name was a semblance of the Name of the
Holy One, Blessed is He, [for it is derlved. frsm
wnv, sun]. Just as the Holy One{ Blgssed is | e,
pr'Ofects the world, so did Samson In his generation
protect Israel (Sotah 10a).

[] Samson’s mother was named Zlelpo
sister, Neshiin (Bava Basra 91a). | ;
[ His father and mother showed him lhg \QHGY;‘:I_:
of Timnah which were sown with forl?lcitea]f; s
tures (kilayim) and told him, ."My Sor'],tjljlres e
vineyards are sown with forb'lddenhl?.l;) '

their daughters” (Yerushalmi Sotah 1:67:

nith; his

\

(continued from front flap)

tha Qanan hnintiae  ths rirhoe of the

SAMSON / 11wnw

[J Bedan (/ Samuel 12:11)
called becayse he stemmed
(Rosh Hashanah 253a)

is Samson, who is so

from the Tribe of Dan
D.Manoah [Samson’s father] was from Dan and his
wife was from Judah (Bamidbar Rabbah 10:5).

LI The law courts of Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson
are to be considered [in their generations] as equal
to Moses, Aaron, and Samuel [in their generations]
(Yerushalmi Rosh Hashanah 2:8).

[JSamson called himself a servant of [God], but
the Holy One, Blessed is He, did not call him such
(Sifri Va’eschanan 27).

L The spirit of Hashem began (5nm) to move him
(0Y97) in Mahaneh Dan (Judges 13:25). At that
point, the prophecy of Jacob was fulfilled (9n), as it
says, Dan shall be a serpent in the way (Genesis
49:17). This teaches that the Divine Presence rang
before him like a bell (yoy9) (Sotah 9b).

[ Samson judged the people of Israel [with perfect
justice (Rashi)] like their Father in Heaven (Sotah
10a).

[J That righteous man did not utter God’s name in
vain (ibid. 9b).

[] Samson was not a [complete] Nazirite [for his
status as a Nazirite was neither self-imposed nor
imposed by his father but only decreed b}/ the
angel of God. Therefore] he made himself ritually
unclean by exposure to corpses [which a complete
Nazirite is forbidden to do] (Nazir 4b).

(]It is written, Samson went down. to Ti‘mnah
(Judges 14:1); and it is written, [Judah] is coming up
to Timnah (Genesis 38:13). [In the case of] Samson,
who suffered disgrace there [by marr)lllmg. a
Philistine woman], Scripture speaks of “going
down.” [In the case of] Judah, who was elevateﬁ
there [by begetting the ancestor of Davnd”through
Tamar] Scripture speaks of ““coming up” (Sota

10a).
i i hetically] and
The Patriarch Jacob saw him [prop
Eou;;ht he would be the Messiah in \A{hOSG dar)]/s
the redemption would come. Upon seeing that he

would die, [Jacob] said, ““Shall he, too, die? For your

alvation do | long, Hashem!”" (Genesis 49:19)
Sé

(Bereishis Rabbah 98:14).
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STRENGTH

[ Five were created with one feature of supernatu-
ral perfection, and all were stricken in [that feature]:
[One was] Samson in his strength ... as it is
written, His strength went from him (Judges 16:19)
(Sotah 10a).

[J Dan will avenge his people like the One of the
Tribes of Israel (Genesis 49:16) — like the Unique
One of the universe. Just as the Unique One does
not need help, so too Samson did not need help [in
battle, neither from others nor from armament (Eitz
Yosef)] (Bereishis Rabbah 98:13).

[0 Two strong men arose in the world: Samson of
Israel, and Goliath of the nations of the world. Both
perished. Why? Because their gift was not from the
Holy One, Blessed is He [they did not use it in
accordance with the purpose for which God gave it
to them]; they snatched it for themselves [i.e., by
sinning, their strength was no longer considered a
gift from God but rather a physical attribute no

longer guaranteed to protect them] (Bamidbar Rab-
bah 22:7).

[ Samson was lame in both legs [but nevertheless
was able to act mightily against the Philistines
(Maharsha to Sanhedrin 105a)] (ibid.; Sotah 10a).

[JThere were sixty cubits between Samson’s
shoulders. It is written, He grasped the doors of the
gate of the city . . . and placed them on his shoulders
(Judges 16:3). The doors of Gaza were not less than
sixty cubits (Sotah 10a).

[J When the Spirit of Holiness rested upon him, his
stride spanned [the distance] between Zorah and
Eshtaol. Another Sage said: His hair resounded like
a bell [as a result of the Spirit of Holiness that rested
upon him], and the sound was heard from Zorah to
Eshtaol (Yerushalmi Sotah 1:8).

[ Zorah and Eshtaol were two high mountains
which Samson uprooted and pulverized, one
against the other (Sotah 9b).

FIGHTS THE PHILISTINES

O He hid in the clefts of rocks in order to strike at

Philistines passing on the roads (Sechel Tov,
Bereishis 49:17).

520 / ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

[ He found a new jawbone of a donkey (Judges
15:15) — of a thirty-day-old donkey [which he used
as his weapon in fighting the Philistines] (Bereishis
Rabbah 98:13).

[ClHe was very thirsty (Judges 15:18). Excessive
talking caused his thirst and put him in danger of
dying, for he became so weak as to be unable to lift
a jug of water to his lips. “Master of the Universe,”
he said, ““even if there is no difference between [the
Philistines] and me except for the sign of circumci-
sion, that alone warrants saving me from their
hands.” Thereupon, God cleaved the hollow place
that is in the jawbone, and water came out of it (ibid.
v. 19). The Holy One, Blessed is He, produced a
fountain for him from between [Samson’s] teeth
(Bereishis Rabbah 98:13).

[1He desired something impure [marriage to a
heathen woman]; therefore his life became depen-
dent on something impure [the donkey’s jawbone,
which miraculously provided him with water] (So-
tah 9b; Rashi).

[J Samson followed his eyes; therefore, the Philis-
tines gouged out his eyes. His first sin was in Gaza;
therefore, he was punished in Gaza (Sotah 9b).

[J He caught three hundred foxes . . . (Judges 15:4).
““Master of the Universe,”” he said, “let the fox,
which goes back [it retreats in the face of danger],
come and punish the Philistines, who went back on
their oath [not to harm Abraham’s descendants”
(Genesis 21:22-32)] (Sotah 10a; Rashi).

DOWNFALL

(J “Remember me, | pray You, and strengthen me”
(Judges 16:28). Samson said before the Holy One,
Blessed is He, “Remember to my credit that for
twenty-two years | judged the people of Israel and
never asked one of them to [do so much as] move
a stick for me”” (Sotah 10a).

[ “That I may exact the vengeance of one of my two
eyes” (Judges 16:28). ““Master of the Universe,” he
said, “give me the reward for one of my eyes in This
World, [by letting me take revenge against the
Philistines (Korban Ha’eidah)] and let the reward
for the other one be prepared for me in the World to
Come”’ (Yerushalmi Sotah 1:8).
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[ The Philistines feared him for twenty years after
his death [for they thought he was still alive (Korban
Ha’eidah)] just as they had feared him for twenty
years during his life (Yerushalmi Sotah 1:8).

879D 'WwNY — Shimshai the Scribe

(Ezra 4:8)
[JWhen the Jews came to build the Temple, the
wicked Haman, [also known as] Shimshai the
Scribe, rose up against them to halt its construction
(Aggadas Esther 1).

an1w — Shinab
[King of Admah] (Genesis 14:2)
[][He was called] Shinab because he hated even

his father (ax Nyv) (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis
14:2).

nwyw — Shaashgaz
[Chamberlain to King Ahasuerus] (Esther 2:14)

[l Because he was the king’s eunuch (ibid.), and as
such impotent, he was placed in charge of the
harem (Esther Rabbah 5:3).

912N 12 1YVaYW — Shephatiah son of Abital
[Son of David] (Il Samuel 3:4)

[J R" Yehudah the prince traced his lineage to Shep-
hatiah son of Abital (Kesubos 62b).

n79w — Shiphrah
[Jewish midwife in Egypt] (Exodus 1:15)

[J Shiphrah is Jochebed [mother of Moses]; Puah is
Miriam (Sotah 11b).

[J Shiphrah and Puah were proselytes (Midrash
Tadshe, Beis HaMidrash 3:191).

[ They did not do as the king of Egypt said to them
(Exodus 1:17). He proposed to them a sinful act,
which they refused (Sotah 11b).

[J [She was called] Shiphrah because she cleansed
(n15vn) the child when he was born covered with
blood; the people of Israel multiplied (119) at her
hand; her deeds were pleasant (15¥) before God;
and she appeased (n19wn) [Pharaoh for] her daugh-
ter’s words, for [Miriam had] stuck her nose up at
Pharaoh and [Shiphrah] appeased him, saying,

“Why do you pay attention to her? She is [only] a
child; she has no understanding” (Shemos Rabbah
1:13).

[J[They] saved the male children alive (Exodus
1:18). They [Shiphrah and Puah] collected water and
food from the houses of the rich women and gave it
to the poor women, who [thus] sustained their
children. [In addition,] they prayed before the Holy
One, Blessed is He, that the babies be born unblem-
ished (Shemos Rabbah 1:15).

[JAnd He made of them houses (Exodus 1:21).
Pharaoh attempted to kill them, but the Holy One,
Blessed is He [concealed them by] covering them
like two beams of a house (Midrash HaGadol,
Shemos 1:21).

[] See Jochebed

7w/ — Sarai/Sarah (Genesis 11:29)

PERSONALITY / BEAUTY / RIGHTEOUSNESS / IN
PHARAOH'S PALACE / WITH HAGAR / BIRTH OF
ISAAC / DEATH

PERSONALITY

[(J Only four women are called Matriarchs: Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah (Berachos 16b).

[J At first she was a princess [, lit., my princess ]
to her people; then she became a princess [Ny,
princess, without the restrictive my] to the whole
world (Berachos 13a).

[J Abraham and Sarah were proselytes (Bamidbar
Rabbah 8:9).

[J All the proselytes and the God-fearing people in
the world descended from those who suckled
Sarah’s milk (Pesikta Rabbasi 42:23).

(0 The [letter] yud of Sarai (12v) [which was re-
moved from her name] stood and cried for many
years until Joshua came and [God] added it to his
name (Sanhedrin 107a).

[0 The [letter] yud flew before the throne of the
Holy One, Blessed is He, and said, ‘“Master of the
Universe, have You taken me out of [the name of]
the righteous Sarah because I am the smallest of the
letters?”” The Holy One, Blessed is He, replied, ““In
the past you were at the end of a woman’s name;
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now | shall place you at the beginning of a man’s
name: yYin, Joshua” (Bereishis Rabbah 47:1).

[ The yud [whose numerical value is ten] that the
Holy One, Blessed is He, took from [the name of]
the Matriarch Sarah [was divided]. Half [i.e., one 0,
whose value is five,] was given to Sarah [when her
name was changed from »7v to n7v], and half [the
other n] to Abraham [when his name was changed
from D72 to D7AN] (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 2:6).

[JAIl [Sarah’s] years passed in gladness and joy
(Lekach Tov, Bereishis 23:1).

[ Thirty-seven years — from the day Isaac was
born until the moment he was bound [on the altar]
— were years of “life” for Sarah. [Thirty-seven is]
the numerical value of [y, in] N »n v, The life
of Sarah was (Genesis 23:1) (Zohar 1:123a).

[J Abimelech cursed Sarah, and [the curse] was ful-
filled in her descendant. It is written, “Let it be for
you an eye-covering” (Genesis 20:16). He said to
her, “Since you covered the fact that Abraham was
your husband and thereby you caused me all this
grief, may you have sons whose eyes are covered.”
This was fulfilled in her son; as it is written, When
Isaac become old, his eyesight dimmed (ibid. 27:1)
(Bava Kamma 93a).

(] Abimelech gave her a royal garment and made
her a noblewoman, so that no man would ever ap-
proach her. All would hear that she was a queen and
would fear her (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Vayeira 27)

] [Abram] said . . . “See, now I know that you are a
woman of beautiful appearance” (Genesis 12:11).
From here you learn that until then he had not
known of his wife’s beauty, as is common for other
husbands (Eitz Yosef) (Tanchuma Lech Lecha 5).

BEAUTY

O There were four beautiful women in the world:
Sarah, Rahab, Abigail, and Esther (Megillah 15a).

[ Iscah (Cenesis 11:29) is Sarah. Why then was she
called Iscah [from n2'p, gaze ]2 Because all gazed at
her beauty (Megillah 14a).

U The girl [Abishag] was very beautiful (1 Kings 1:4).
Even so, she did not reach half of Sarah’

s beaut
(Sanhedrin 39b). Y
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[] At the age of twenty, she had the beauty of a
seven-year-old (Bereishis Rabbah 58:1).

[] All were comparable to Sarah as a monkey is to a
man; and Sarah was to Eve as a monkey is to a man
(Bava Basra 58a).

(] [Abram] said, “See, now | know that you are a
woman of beautiful appearance”” (Genesis 12:11). A
journey causes a person to become uncomely, but
she had remained beautiful. [According to another
opinion,] Abraham said, ““In all of Aram Naharaim
and Aram Nahor, where we traveled, there was no
one as beautiful as you" (Bereishis Rabbah 40:4).

[ “Now I know” (Genesis 12:11). They rolled up
their garments in order to cross a stream. Abraham
said to Sarai, ““Until now | did not look, but now |
see that you are a beautiful woman” (Targum
Yonasan, Genesis 12:11).

[J The entire land of Egypt was irradiated with her
beauty. R’ Yitzchak said: The beautiful image of Eve
was transmitted to the heads of the generations
[some very righteous and prominent women are
blessed with beauty that resembles that of Eve], but
[Sarah] was very beautiful (Genesis 12:14), more
than the image of Eve (Bereishis Rabbah 40:5).

RIGHTEOUSNESS

[ Who are the seven prophetesses? Sarah, Miriam,
Deborah, Hannah, Abigail, Huldah, and Esther
(Megillah 14a).

[ Iscah (Genesis 11:29) is Sarah. Why then was she
called Iscah [from N>, gaze]? Because she could
see things through Divine Inspiration (Megillah 14a)

[ Who were the women in the tent (Judges 5:24)?
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah (Horios 10b).

[J We do not find that the Omnipresent spoke [di-
rectly] with any woman except for Sarah (Yeru-
shalmi Sotah 7:1).

(] The Holy One, Blessed is He, spoke to all [other]
righteous women through an angel, but to Sarah
[He spoke] through Divine communication (Lekach
Tov, Bereishis 23:1).

[J At the age of one hundred, she was like a twenty-
year-old [i.e., without any sins deserving of he?"’
enly punishment, for at the age of twenty, oné first
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becomes subject to heavenly punishment]
(Bereishis Rabbah 58:1).

[1The hymn Fishes Chayil, “An Accomplished
Woman" (Proverbs 31), was said about the Matri-
arch Sarah, from aleph to tav (Shocher Tov 112:1).

[1The Matriarch Sarah was [exceedingly] modest
(Bava Metzia 87a).

[ The Patriarch Abraham confounded [the views
of] people and brought them under the wings of the
Divine Presence [i.e., he converted them]. Sarah did
the same (Avos d’Rabbi Nosson 12:8).

L] Abraham and Sarah prepared a place of immer-
sion for all, he for men and she for women (Zohar
1:102b).

IN PHARAOH'S PALACE

L] Abraham was confident [that nothing would hap-
pen to Sarah in Pharaoh’s palace] because he saw
the Divine Presence with her. Therefore, he [at-
tempted to protect only himself by saying,] “She is
my sister”” (Zohar 1:181b).

[JAn angel went before her and told Abraham,
"Fear not on her account.” Therefore, perceiving no
such protection [for himself], Abraham feared only
for himself (ibid. 3:52a).

[J He locked Sarah in a chest. When they came to
customs, [the officers] said, ““Pay the duty because
you have gold here.” “l will pay,” replied Abraham.
“Perhaps you have pearls inside?”’ they said. “‘I will
pay [the duty] on pearls,”” he replied. ““That is im-
possible,” they said [suspiciously]. “Open it and let
us see what is inside.” As soon as the chest was
open, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very
beautiful ... (Genesis 12:15) (Bereishis Rabbah
40:5).

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, protected Sarah
from Pharaoh, and the Divine Presence was with
her. The Holy One, Blessed is He, even invested her
garments and her jewels with special powers, so
that when Pharaoh would touch her ornament, it
would hit him. Eventually, that impure one left her
and returned her to her husband (Zohar 3:276a).

[J Pharaoh wrote her a contract giving her the land
of Goshen as a possession. The Children of Israel

later dwelt in the land of Goshen, which belonged
to the Matriarch Sarah. And he gave her Hagar, his
daughter by a concubine, as a handmaid (Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer 26).

[JSarah was taken [to Pharaoh] on the night of
Passover (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 12:17).

(] Just as the Holy One, Blessed is He, [would later]
perform miracles and mighty feats for Israel on that
night, so did He do for Sarah that night (Zohar
1:82a).

[J Throughout that night Sarah prostrated herself
and said, ““Master of the Universe, Abraham went
forth [from his land] on Your assurance, while |
went forth with blind faith. [Now] Abraham is out-
side this prison, and | am within!” The Holy One,
Blessed is He, answered her, “Whatever | will do is
for your sake.” Rav Levi said: Throughout the night,
an angel stood, whip in hand, and said to her, “If
you tell me to strike, | will strike; and if you tell me
to desist, | will desist.” Why [was Pharaoh thus pun-
ished]? Because she told him she was a married
woman, yet he would not leave her (Bereishis Rab-
bah 41:2).

WITH HAGAR

(] Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her
maidservant (Genesis 16:3). [She persuaded] her,
saying, “Fortunate are you to be united with this
holy man!”” And gave her to Abram her husband, to
him as a wife (ibid.), not as a concubine (Bereishis
Rabbah 45:3).

[JWhen noblewomen came to visit Sarah, she
would tell them, “Go visit the humble [Hagar].”
And Hagar would say to them, ““My mistress Sarai is
not the same inwardly as she appears to be out-
wardly. She cannot be as righteous as she seems,
for so many years have passed and she has not had
children, whereas | conceived after one night.”
Then Sarah said, ““Shall | get involved with her? | will
argue the matter with her master!”” So Sarai said to
Abram, ““The outrage against me is due to you!
(Genesis 16:5). Why do you keep silent when you
hear [this] insult [against me]?”* Others explain that
Sarah said to Abram, “I have a claim against you.
You prayed [for a child] and said, ‘To me You have
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given no offspring’ (ibid. 15:3), and God gave you
[a son]. Had you said, ‘To us, I, too, would
have been granted offspring”(Bereishis Rabbah
45:4,5).

[J Sarah was worthy of living as many years as
Abraham, but because she said, “Let Hashem judge
between me and you!” (Genesis 16:5), forty-eight
years were withheld from her life (Bereishis Rabbah
45:5).

[ “Let Hashem judge between me and you! (Gen-
esis 16:5). May He spread His peace between you
and me, and fill the earth through us, so that we
will not need Hagar’s children” (Targum Yonasan
Genesis 16:5).

[J “Between me and you” (Genesis 16:5). She was
speaking only about Hagar. Some say: About those
who were instigating quarrels between her and him
(Sifri Beha’aloscha 69).

[]Sarah cast an evil eye upon Hagar, thereby
causing her to miscarry; however, Hagar merited
to be visited by an angel, who forecast that she
would conceive again (Bereishis Rabbah 45:5).

[J The Matriarch Sarah saw Ishmael building altars,
hunting grasshoppers, and sacrificing them to
idols. She said, ““Perhaps my son Isaac will learn
from him to do the same, and the Name of Heaven
will be desecrated.” Abraham said to her, ““Having
made [Hagar] a [great] lady, shall we banish her
from our house? What will people say about us?
Will the Name of Heaven not [in that case] be
desecrated thereby?” She replied, “‘Since you say
there is a desecration of the Name in this matter, let
the Holy One, Blessed is He, decide between your
words and mine.” The Omnipresent decided in
favor of Sarah (Tosefta Sotah 5:7).

[ Sarah saw the son of Hagar (Genesis 21:9). [It
does not say] the son of Abraham, for [Sarah]
perceived that he had returned to the ways of his
mother, who had taught him the customs of
idolatry. It is to Sarah’s credit that she did not
banish him out of jealousy; otherwise, the Holy
One, Blessed is He, would not have agreed with
her. Abraham, however, did not perceive this, and
therefore the matter greatly distressed Abraham
regarding his son (ibid. 11:11) (Zohar 1:118b).

524 | ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLICAL PERSONALITIES

[ He placed them on her shoulder along with the
boy (Genesis 21:14). Sarah had cast an evil eye upon
Ishmael so that a fever seized him and he became
ill fand could not walk on his own] (Bereishis
Rabbah 53:13).

BIRTH OF ISAAC

[J The Holy One, Blessed is He, tried and refined
Sarah [by withholding children from her] for
twenty-five years from the time she came to the
Land of Israel (Pesikta Rabbasi 43:38).

[J She did not have a womb, and the Holy One,
Blessed is He, formed one for her (Bereishis Rabbah
53:5).

[J Abraham and Sarah had undeveloped reproduc-
tive systems (Yebamoth 64a).

OJ [The angel] Michael came to bring the tidings to
Sarah (Bava Metzia 86b).

O “Hurry! Three se’ahs of meal, fine flour! Knead
and make cakes!”” (Genesis 18:6). She baked nine
se’ahs: three [of meal] for bread, three [of fine
flour] to be used for a cooked dish, and three for
cakes (Bereishis Rabbah 48:12; Eitz Yosef).

[J He took cream and milk (Genesis 18:8) but he
did not bring bread. The Patriarch Abraham ate
[even] nonsacred food in purity, and at that time
the Matriarch Sarah became menstruous [so that
the dough she was kneading became ritually
unclean] (Bava Metzia 87a).

[JHe [looked] behind him (Genesis 18:10). This
refers to the angel, who turned around because he
sensed light in back of him [emanating from the
door of the tent due to Sarah’s presence in the tent
(Eitz Yosef)] (Bereishis Rabbah 48:16).

[ “At this time next year” (Genesis 18:10). [The
angel] made a mark on the wall and told [Abra-
ham], “When the sun reaches this point, she will
conceive, and when it reaches that point, she will
give birth”” (Midrash HaGadol, Bereishis 18:10).

[ Sarah’s [hair] turned black, her youth was
restored, and she became like a girl (Tanna d’Bei
Eliyahu Rabbah v"nn 6).

[0 Sarah conceived on Rosh Hashanah (Berachos
29a).
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[ Milcah, too, gave birth in the merit of her sister
Sarah (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 22:20).

[JWhen the Matriarch Sarah was granted con-
ception, many barren women conceived with
her, many deaf became capable of hearing,
many blind became capable of sight, and many
madmen became sane [for a great blessing was
granted the world at that time] (Bereishis Rabbah
o3:8):

[JThe day Abraham weaned his son Isaac, he
made a great feast [to publicize the miracle of the
birth of Isaac to a ninety-year-old Sarah and a
one-hundred-year old Abraham (Maharsha)]. The
nations of the world said, ““Look at this old man and
old woman who brought a foundling from the
market and claim he is their son! They are even
making a feast to support their words.” The
Patriarch Abraham invited all the leaders of the
generation, and the Matriarch Sarah invited their
wives, and each one brought along her child
without a nurse. A miracle was made for the
Matriarch Sarah and she nursed them all (Bava
Metzia 87a).

[J [Upon seeing this miracle,] the noblewomen
said, ““We are not worthy of having our children
suckle the milk of that righteous woman.” Who-
ever came for the sake of Heaven [to sanctify her
child through Sarah’s milk] became God-fearing.
[Others] say: Even those who did not come for the
sake of heaven [but only to see the miracles] were
granted dominion in this world (Bereishis Rabbah
53:9, Eitz Yosef).

DEATH

[J He who invokes Divine Justice against his fellow
is punished first. Thus it is written, Sarai said to
Abram, “. .. Let Hashem judge between me and
you” (Genesis 16:5) and [further] it is written,
Abraham came to eulogize Sarah (ibid. 23:2) [that
is, she died first] (Bava Kamma 93a).

(] Sarah was worthy of attaining Abraham’s life
span, but because she said, “Let Hashem judge
between me and you” (Genesis 16:5), forty-eight
years of her life were withheld [from her] (Bereishis
Rabbah 45:5).

[] After Abraham bound his son Isaac [on the altar],
the Satan came and told Sarah that Abraham had
slaughtered his son Isaac. She cried out in grief and
died (Targum Yonasan, Bereishis 22:20).

[JThe Matriarch Sarah died in [the month of]
Marcheshvan (Esther Rabbah 7:11).

[J Abraham came to eulogize Sarah (Genesis 23:2).
Because of Abraham’s greatness, they delayed her
burial until he came, for it could be assumed that
that was what Sarah would have wished (Sanhedrin
46b).

(] She envisions a field and buys it (Proverbs 31:7).
This refers to Sarah. While she was still alive, she
had planned to purchase the Cave of Machpelah
(Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Chayei Sarah 3).

[J While Sarah was alive, the people of the country
were successful in all their ventures [in her merit].
After she died, [everyone perceived the magnitude
of the loss to such an extent that] they wept in
mourning and distress, until Abraham the Patriarch
arose and spoke soothingly to them (Midrash
HaGadol, Bereishis 23:3).

(] Mamrei; Kiriath Arba [lit., City of Four] (Genesis
35:27) is where four couples are buried: Adam and
Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, and
Jacob and Leah (Eiruvin 53a).

[(JTerah’s burial preceded Sarah’s by two years
(Bereishis Rabbah 58:5).

(O The burial arrangement in the Cave of Mach-
pelah is as follows: women are buried beside
women, men beside men. Adam is at the head,
with Eve beside him; Sarah is next to Eve, with
Abraham beside her . .. (Zohar 3:164a).

(R’ Benaah [was marking off the precise location
of the burial places in the Cave of Machpelah]
when he encountered Abraham’s servant Eliezer,
who was standing before the entrance of the cave,
and asked him, “What is Abraham doing now?”
[Eliezer] replied, “‘He is lying in Sarah’s arms, and
she is examining his head” [as she might be doing
when both were still alive, to show that Sarah was
the mainstay of Abraham’s house (Maharsha)]
(Bava Basra 58a).

[ Before the Holy One, Blessed is He, caused
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£ to rise
Sarah'’s sun to set, he caused Rebecca’s sun

(Bereishis Rabbah 58:2)- . . t
[J Although Sarah had died, her likeness Smj Snoon
leave her house. No one saw 1t except.for e &
Isaac when he entered, for Abraham did notl/enh t
that room. Thus it is written, Abraham gave all tha

he had to Isaac (Genesis 95:5) (Zohar 1:133a,b).

[J Throughout the years that Sarah was alive, a
cloud [signifying the Divine Presence] hovered at
the entrance of her tent, the doors [of the house]
were open wide, her dough was blessed, and a
lamp burned [in her tent] from one Sabbath eve to
the next. When she died, all these ceased, but when
Rebecca came, they all returned (Bereishis Rabbah

60:16).

W8 N3 N1Y — Serah daughter of Asher
[Granddaughter of Jacob] (Genesis 46:17)

[J Nine entered the Garden of Eden while yet alive
[and thus are considered to have remained alive
forever:] ... Serah daughter of Asher ... (Derech
Eretz Zuta 1).

[JShe was taken into the Garden of Eden while
yet alive because she brought Jacob the news,
“Joseph is still alive” (Genesis 45:26). It was she
who saved the inhabitants of Abel-beth-maacah

from death in the days of Joab (Targum Yonasan,
Bereishis 46:17).

[1Jacob transmitted the secret [of the redemption
from Egypt] to Joseph, who [transmitted it] to his
brothers. Asher son of Jacob [in turn] transmitted
the secret to his daughter Serah, who was still alive
[at the time of the Exodus]. Thus did he tell her:
“Any redeemer who will come and tell m .
God’s Name], DTS 199, | have
bered” (Exodus 3:16) is the
Rabbah 5:13).

y sons [in
: indeed remem-
is the true redeemer”’ (Shemos

tell [Jacob] from the st

/ . . ’ rt

SJ}?SEEJ}L is alive, perhaps he wil| die [fromS ?hé

S - They told Serah . .. She waite until he
Praying. Then she [hinted the News by asking]

“Is Joseph in Egypter (as:
45:26), 8YPL” (Midrash HaGado, Vayigash

0 Serah daughter of Asher remaineq of

generation, and she showed Moses wi lJoseph’s)

ere Joseph
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SERAH DAUGHTER OF ASHER / TN n3 1yqy,

was buried. “The Egyptians made him , Metq
coffin,”” she said, “which they sank in the Nile j
this spot” (Mechilta Beshalach Pesikta). "

[J R’ Yochanan was sitting and expounding how the
water [of the split sea] was like a wall. [He said it
was] like latticework. Serah objected. /| was there,””
she said, ““and it was like glass” (Pesikta d’Ray, K;-
hana 10:117).

[J All the persons of Jacob’s household who came to
Fgypt [totaled] seventy (Genesis 46:27). Serah the
daughter of Asher completed the count [even
though she is among those explicitly listed in the
Torah; because of her extreme righteousness and
wisdom, she had the value of two (Eitz Yosef)]
(Bereishis Rabbah 94:9).

[J Awise woman called out of the ¢ ity ... (Il Samuel
20:16). That was Serah daughter of Asher. She said
“Your name is Joab to indicate that you should be a
father (av) to Israel, but in fact you are a killer. You
[Joab] and David are not Torah Scholars. Is it not
written, When you approach a city to fight against it,
then proclaim peace to it (Deuteronomy 20:10)2"
“Who are you?”” he asked her. She replied, I am
N MY of Israel. (Il Samuel 20:19). | am the one
who completed the count (P2 >mnovn) of the [sev-
enty] people of Israel [who went down] to Egypt; |
am the one who handed over a faithful one (0nn2¥n
MN) to a faithful one — [i.e., | showed Moses
where Joseph was buried].” [Serah continued and
said,] “Do you seek to kill a city, and [me,] a mother
in Israel (ibid.)?”" . . . Then the woman went to all the
people in her wisdom (ibid. v. 22). She said to them,
“Do you not know about David? What nation and
what kingdom has withstood him?” “And what
does he want?” they asked. /A thousand men,”’ she
replied; ““and is it not better to hand over arthOU'
sand to him than to destroy the entire city?’ The);
said, “Each one will give according to the number'?h
people in his family.” She told them, “’Perhaps W:e_
some appeasement, he will give in a little.” She p’n
tended to go to appease him, and returned 53Y; ]
that he had lowered the number to five hun rm/
then to a hundred, then to ten, until she t.old tbk;teané
“He seeks only one man, who is not an inha ;-
of the town, but a visitor.” Thereupon, they Cuthus
the head of Sheba son of Bichri (ibid.)- 5"




SERAH DAUGHTER OF ASHER /YN N3 naw

sho.wed her wisdom by originally making it appear
as if David wanted many more men delivered to
him] (Bereishis Rabbah 94-: ).

MPNR 13 227N 13 MW — Seraiah son of
Neriah son of Mahseiah (Jeremiah 51:59)

DSGVM prophets who were priests descended
from Rahab the innkeeper: Neriah, Baruch, Seraiah
Mahseiah . .. (Megillah 14b) ,

[]Baruch son of Neriah and Seraiah [grand]son of

Mahseiah ... prophesied in the second year of
Darius’ [reign] (ibid. 15a).

[JIn the fourth year of his reign, Zedekiah went
down to Babylon with Seraiah to pay his respects to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon (Seder Olam Rab-
bah 28).

[1In His fierce anger He spurned king and priest
(Lamentations 2:6). King refers to Zedekiah, priest
to Seraiah [grand]son of Mahseiah (Eichah Rabbasi
2:10).

q47Y — Saraph (I Chronicles 4:22)

[1Joash and Saraph are Mahlon and Chilion [sons
of Elimelech and Naomi]. They were called Joash
(Un) because they despaired (woxom) of the re-
demption [from the famine they were experiencing
in Israel], and Saraph (97v) because God sentenced
them to death by burning [for leaving Israel] (Bava
Basra 91b).

1x3wy — Sheshbazzar (Ezra 1:8)

[0 Why was [Daniel] called Sheshbfazza -
six calamities (MY YY) struck in his days (Pesikta

Rabbasi 6:12).

r? Because

"W — Sheshai
[Son of Anak]

(Numbers 13:22)

SHETHAR / 1nw

U [He was called] Sheshaj because he made the

ground [on which he stepped] full of pits
i (Minw).
Sheshai built Alush (Yoma 10a) p ny)

J [Hewas called] Sheshai because he was solid like
marble (v) (Bamidbar Rabbah 16:11)

[JWhen the Spies reached Hebron, Sheshai
scrgamed at them once, whereupon they fell on
their faces. Then [the giants] breathed into their

nostrils until they revived (Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu Rab-
bah 29).

nY — Seth

[Son of Adam and Eve] (Genesis 4:25)

[ The seven shepherds (Micah 5:4) are as follows:
David in the center, with Adam, Seth, and Methuse-
lah at his right, and Abraham, Isaac, and Moses at
his left (Sukkah 52b).

[] Seth was born circumcised (Shocher Tov 9:7).

[J Adam was the world's firstborn. When he offered
his sacrifice, he wore the garments of the high
priesthood . . . When he died, they passed to Seth,
and from Seth they passed to Methuselah (Bamid-
bar Rabbah 4:8).

] Adam knew the Torah, and he transmitted it to
his son Seth. It was further transmitted to Enoch . . .
(Zohar Chadash 22b).

[] Who is the strength of Adam? Seth, who was the
exact image of Adam (Zohar 2:111a).

[](The verse] Everything he does will succeed
(Psalms 1:3) refers to Seth (Shocher Tov 1:10).

any — Shethar
[Advisor to King Ahasuerus]

[] Shethar came from Indiki [which some say is
India] (Midrash Abba Gurion 1).

(Esther 1:14)
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